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Top Stories! 
 The Internet and Fair Use of Others’ Material     8 
  
 

Your Regular Favorites! 
 The Presidents Column—  Out of the Country     N/A  
 Classifieds—    Jobs, office space & services!   4 
 Pro Bono Connection—   “CLE credits for Pro Bono acts!?”  5 
 Rajeev’s Musings—   “Home away from Home”    2-3 
 Fantastic Ads & Deals!—   Our Proud Sponsors     10-14
 Bar Meeting Minutes—  Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec.!    9 
 
 

Special Announcements!  
 Olivia Burkland Opens New Office       4 
 Whatcom County Superior Court – Arraignment Calendar Change 4 
  FREE 3– Credit CLE (February 12, 8:30am)     6-7 

Superlative 

Disclaimer: 
The information & various arti-

cles contained within this publi-

cation have not been checked for 

accuracy. All opinions expressed 

are those of the authors and do 

not reflect the opinions of the Bar 

Association, the Journal, or the 

agents thereof. 

 
 
On  Jan. 2nd!  ( 2019 )   At High Noon!   

At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham. 
 

Guest Speakers:     No Guest Speaker– Whatcom Coun-
ty Bar Association Annual Meeting and Elections. 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

Home Away From 
Home 
Subtitle:   Gunrunning with a baby. 

 

  Like all trips I take, I am deep-
ly disturbed if they do not at least tan-
gentially relate to the law, talking to 
lawyers, or visiting historic court-
houses.  My latest trip to Mexico was 
no different, as least in that I began 
the morning of my first and last day 
in Guadalajara, Mexico resting in the 
courtyard of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Jalisco.              The Law as Courthouse Mural 
 
 It is a building called the Palace of Justice that stands in stark architectural contrast to the Su-

preme Court of Washington’s Temple of Jus-
tice.  It is a beautiful Spanish colonial build-
ing with a large shaded courtyard providing 
lots of outdoor space filled with sunshine 
and citrus fruit trees.  It was a former con-
vent built along stone paved roads between 
1588 and 1590, long before the pilgrims 
landed on Plymouth Rock (1620).   The law-
yers, while dressed more formally, seemed 
much more jovial.  The clerks, however, 
seemed like clerks everywhere… though my 
picture of the person-high piles of court files 

  Palacio de Justicia de Jalisco         in the clerk’s office, made me think that 
maybe our problems with the  new Odyssey file system aren’t so bad.  One thing I love about going 
to Mexico is the sense of history… and the fact that the Spanish were excellent stone masons, means 
that I had the pleasure of staying in lots of buildings and relaxing in plazas that were built before 
North America was colonized.  My five story hotel in Guadalajara was built in 1610. 
 
 After that, the rest of my trip consisted of packing my 
parents, brother, wife and toddler into a mini-van and going 
on a road trip through western Mexico over the course of two 
weeks.  So, because there are dangerous places in Mexico, I 
like to check with the U.S. State Department.  Oh good, I am 
only traveling through three of the five do not travel states.  

(Continued on page 3) 

As the Editor fed the WCBA Officers too much Spiked Egg Nog on Boxing Day, in lieu of 
Presidential Thoughts, I bring you more humble fare as apology…. 
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It sure would be nice if 
more than one of us spoke 
Spanish.  In any case, I did 
the driving, and my wife 
did the sign reading; it all 
worked out. 
 
Our primary goal was to 
take my daughter to see 
her great-grandmother in 
Morelia, but as a second-
ary goal we wanted to 
cover the most ground and 
different locales without 
killing each other, and this 
time not get into a fight 
with the police. 
 

 My lawyer aunt-in-law transferred out of the law 
school to somewhere else in the university administration, 
so I didn’t have any particularly legal adventures or go to 
jail this time, but I really took the time to be OUT of the 
office (mostly… kinda… 
ok, I did bill a few hours, 
but I must pay for tacos 
somehow).  Though I de-
test cities in general, Mexi-
can cities seem so much 

more laidback and with all the public spaces and art, I always feels at 
home relaxing even in the heart of the city.  There just seems to be a 
commitment to public activity and space that we don’t have in our day 
to day society.  That being said, if you want something done in a hurry 
or don’t like the threat of narco-gangs, this may not be the place for you.   
 
 If you are a miserly lawyer on a budget like me, a road-trip is an 
amazing way to see the countryside and interact with real people in 
Mexico.  It also allowed us to see the thousands of Pelicans grouping on 
Lake Chapala and 100s of thousands Monarch Butterflies on horseback-
reached mountain tops, in their respective wintering grounds.  We had an 
individualized tour of a tequila distillery, toured ruins, danced on a beau-
tiful empty beach, and spent way too many hours (10?) driving along the 
undeveloped and pristine Michoacán coast on México's equivalent of 
California’s Route 1 (we were all sick by the end of that day).  Most im-
portantly, however, it was a chance to expand our minds with the possi-
bilities of alternate environments, which I hope will make my daughter 
and all of us better human beings and better problem solvers.  Some-
thing all professionals should strive for, even small time county lawyers.      Savitri Spots the First Butter-

(Continued from page 2) 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL JAN. 2019  PAGE 4  

Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

Whatcom County Superior Court – Arraignment Calendar Change 

Effective Friday December 21st the in custody ar raignment calendar will be moved to cour t-
room 5B and arraignments will conducted be via video with the jail courtroom. 

This calendar will immediately follow the out of custody arraignment calendar which will continue 
as usual at 9:00 a.m. in Department 3. 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
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Pro Bono Connection 
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The Internet and Fair Use of Copyright 
 
 
A framing introduction of an article by local attorney Joel Matteson’s published article in the Santa 
Clara High Technology Law Journal. 
 
 
For all its advantages, the internet sometimes creates unprecedented legal challenges. Take copy-
right for instance. Traditionally (offline) the doctrine of fair use is a valid defense against copyright 
infringement. The fair use doctrine holds that small excerpts of copyrighted material for criticism, 
news, teaching, research, parody, and the like, is not copyright infringement.  
 
The Campbell v. Acuff-Rose Music, Inc. Supreme Court case from the early 90s is a famous exam-
ple.1  There, Acuff-Rose Music, the rights holder for the Ray Orbison classic, “Oh, Pretty Woman,” 
sued the controversial rap band, 2 Live Crew, over 2 Live’s bawdy parody of Pretty Woman. Acuff-
Rose claimed that 2 Live Crew was poaching Orbison’s song. 2 Live Crew said they were simply 
using it to make something new and different (even if considerably worse). Over the ensuing 
months, 2 Live Crew became an unlikely advocate for fair use and free speech, litigating the case 
all the way to the Supreme Court, before eventually settling with Acuff-Rose. When the dust set-
tled, 2 Live Crew and fair use emerged victorious. The legal takeaway favored fair use: unauthor-
ized use of copyrighted material is not copyright infringement if it is “transformative” or, as the Su-
preme Court formulated it, “alter[s] the original with new expression, meaning, or message.”  
 
That was in 1994. Then, in 1998, Congress created the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), 
which changed the rules of engagement for defending copyright infringement claims online. Con-
gress’s objective was laudable--to bolster protection online for copyright and curb piracy.  
 
Good intentions notwithstanding, the past twenty years has demonstrated however that the DMCA 
too often tramples fair use and related free speech in favor of putative copyright claimants.  
 
Offline, plaintiffs must consider fair use, prove their claims, and provide defendants with notice and 
an opportunity to be heard before allegedly copyrighted speech is silenced, even for a day. But 
online, under the DMCA, copyright holders may immediately force down legitimate fair use posts, 
such as those posted on YouTube, based sometimes on nothing more than unsubstantiated allega-
tions of copyright infringement. 
 
I attempt to address this serious issue and make specific suggestions to 
amend the DMCA in an article I wrote for the Santa Clara High Technology 
Law Journal, published here: https://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/chtlj/
vol35/iss2/4/ 
 
Joel Matteson is an alumnus of the University of Washington School of 
Law Graduate Program in Intellectual Property and is General Counsel for 
Barlean’s. You may reach him at Joel.Matteson@barleans.com. 
 
Endnotes 
1 - Campbell v. Acuff-Rose Music, Inc., 510 U.S. 569, 114 S. Ct. 1164, 127 
L. Ed. 2d 500 (1994) 

https://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/chtlj/vol35/iss2/4/
https://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/chtlj/vol35/iss2/4/
https://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/chtlj/vol35/iss2/4/
https://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/chtlj/vol35/iss2/4/
mailto:Joel.Matteson@barleans.com
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Whatcom County Bar Association – September 2018 Monthly Meeting 9/5/18 
 

(1) Call to Order – President Lisa Saar (12:02 p.m.) 
 
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests 
 
(3) Motion to Approve June 2018 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 *Approved Unanimously 
(4) Committee Reports 

LAW ADVOCATES  
  
(5) Guest Speakers-  The Honorable Rob Olson 
 
(6) Meeting Adjourned – 12:55pm 
 

Whatcom County Bar Association – October 2018 Monthly Meeting 10/3/18 
 

(1) Call to Order – President Lisa Saar (12:01 p.m.) 
 
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests 
 
(3) Motion to Approve September 2018 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 *Approved Unanimously 
(4) Committee Reports 
 

LAW ADVOCATES  
  
(5) Guest Speakers-  Prosecutorial Debate, Mr. James Erb and Mr. Eric Ritchey 
 
(6) Meeting Adjourned – 12:55pm 
 

Whatcom County Bar Association – November 2018 Monthly Meeting 11/7/18 
 

(1) Call to Order – President Lisa Saar (12:05 p.m.) 
 
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests 
 
(3) Motion to Approve October 2018 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 *Approved Unanimously 
(4) Committee Reports 

LAW ADVOCATES  
  
(5) Guest Speakers-  Dr. Sabah Randhawa, “The State of the University.”  
 
(6) Meeting Adjourned – 1:05pm 
 

Whatcom County Bar Association – December 2018 Monthly Meeting 12/5/18 
 

(1) Call to Order – President Lisa Saar (12:00 p.m.) 
 
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests  
 
(3) Committee Reports 
 

LAW ADVOCATES  
 
(4)  Guest Speakers-  Whatcom County Sheriff Bill Elfo   

 
(5) Meeting Adjourned – 12:55pm 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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TEMPORARY MATERNITY LEAVE PARALEGAL POSITION 

 
Our private litigation firm is seeking an experienced paralegal to fill a temporary 
maternity leave position from approximately December 3, 2018, through April 5, 
2018.   
 
This position requires strong organizational and communication skills and at least 
five years’ experience working for a trial lawyer. 
 
The paralegal will be responsible for calendaring court deadlines, drafting plead-
ings, complying with local rules in several counties, and communicating directly 
with clients by phone and e-mail.  
 
In addition, experience working with WordPerfect, Word, Outlook and Court 
Docketing Programs is preferred. 
 
Interested applicants are asked to e-mail a cover letter and resume that includes 
professional references to lindsey.rutherford@frontier.com. 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


