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"The American Revolution was a beginning, not a consummation." 
- Woodrow Wilson 
 

"He that would make his own liberty secure, must guard even his enemy from opposition; 

for if he violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach himself." 

- Thomas Paine 

Superlative 

Disclaimer: 
The information & various arti-

cles contained within this publi-

cation have not been checked for 

accuracy. All opinions expressed 

are those of the authors and do 

not reflect the opinions of the Bar 

Association, the Journal, or the 

agents thereof. 

 
 

The monthly bar lunch and meeting will not be held in 
July and will return in September, but the Editor strongly 
encourages you to eat lunch anyways as it is part of a 
balanced day and will keep you from crashing in the late 
afternoon.  
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Soccer and the Supreme Court 
 

 Exciting times we live in. World Cup Soccer 

has seemed to overshadow news about the shakeup in our 

Supreme Court with Justice Kennedy’s decision to retire. 

I’m very interested in the happenings at the Supreme Court 

(for obvious reasons); and as are many others, I am a soccer 

fan. Not hard core, but a fan nonetheless. I attended the 

2014 World Cup in Brazil. I rooted for the United States (of course) and Italy. Neither won. It is re-

ported that 3.2 billion people tuned in to watch worldwide. That’s a lot of interest.  

 

 In addition to being a soccer fan, I am also a jeopardy fan and secretly hope that one 

day I will be a contestant. In that pursuit, I look for facts that could one day pay off. The World Cup 

has only been played 20 times; the first was played in Uruguay in 1930. This year is the first time 

Russia has ever hosted and is only their 11th World Cup. Brazil has the most titles (five) followed 

by Italy and Germany each with four. The oldest goal scorer was Roger Milla who was 42 in 1994 

when he scored a goal for Cameroon against Russia. The facts are endless.  

 

 Just as I am a soccer fan, I am also an avid follower of the Supreme Court. The Su-

preme Court has a plethora of facts that would be good material for jeopardy. So, in my pursuit of 

someday becoming a contestant I did a bit of studying of the previous Supreme Court Justices. 

There have been only 17 Chief Justices of the U.S, Supreme Court. All have been men, four of 

which were named John; and only one with the first name of Salmon. There have been 113 justices 

(associate justices) on the Supreme Court. While there are now three women justices, that makes a 

total of four women justices in the two hundred twenty-nine-year history of the Supreme Court, 

none have risen to Chief Justice status. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has the most seniority behind 

Justice Thomas. Justices are only replaced when they step down or when they die. So much for di-

versity (also a hot topic in the news of late). Curious minds would like to know the real reason Jus-

tice Kennedy decided to step down - “retire” at this particular time.  

The President’s Column 
  By Lisa Saar, WCBA President 2018 
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 Digressing, I had just graduated from high school and was still trying to figure out 

what I wanted to be when I grew up when Sandra Day O’Connor was appointed as the 102nd and 

first female justice to the United States Supreme Court. I remember the headlines saying she was 

the most influential woman in America. She had a fascinating life, at least to me anyway. She fin-

ished a three-year law school program in two and out of class of coincidently 102 graduates. She 

graduated third behind William Rehnquist of whom she dated while at Stanford Law School. (Not 

sure why that’s important, but it could be material for a potential Jeopardy question.) Despite the 

fact of her class ranking, no law firm would hire her, and despite that, look was she accomplished. 

Her decisions on numerous cases affects our laws today: abortion rights, affirmative action, 

search and seizure; student drug testing; open government; first amendment; and states’ rights to 

name a few.  Her ascension to the highest court in the land among other major accomplishments, 

also had one small side benefit to women, with the amendment of the form of address from “Mr. 

Justice” to the gender neutral, “Justice”. Incidentally, while she was a justice, she learned to 

played golf, practicing for four years before she actually played a full game. She wanted to get it 

right before she played with the “good ole’ boys”. Prior to her appointment, she went through a 

rigorous process in order to sit as a supreme court justice. All of the justices went through the 

same appointment process.  

 

 Article II, Section 2, clause 2 states that the President “shall nominate, and by and 

with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint ... Judges of the supreme Court.”  

 

 As I learned with the re-establishment of Whatcom County’s Judicial Committee, 

there is a process of vetting judicial candidates. The President nominates someone and the U.S. 

Senate vets and confirms his choice. Since the end of the Civil War almost every Supreme Court 

nomination received by the Senate has been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. The 

committee does its own investigation. A nominee is asked to fill out a questionnaire that includes 

questions about his or her background and to fill out financial disclosure documents. The nomi-

nee also will make courtesy calls to various senators, including party leaders and members of the 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Judiciary Committee. At the same time, the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on 

the Federal Judiciary begins evaluating the nominee based on his or her professional qualifications. 

Ultimately, the committee votes on whether a nominee is “well-qualified,” “qualified,” or “not 

qualified.”  

 The Judiciary Committee then holds hearings during which the nominee and support-

ers and opponents testify. Since 1946 almost all hearings have been public, with most lasting more 

than four days. The president’s administration often trains a nominee before these hearings to en-

sure that the nominee does not embarrass himself or herself. Judiciary Committee members may 

ask nominees about their political views and backgrounds. Since these hearings receive a great deal 

of publicity, senators may attempt to score their own political points during the hearings  

 Following the hearings, the Judiciary Committee meets and votes on a recommenda-

tion to the Senate. The nominee may receive a favorable recommendation, a negative recommenda-

tion or the nomination may be reported to the entire Senate with no recommendation.  

 Just as I, look forward to welcoming the governor’s appointment for Whatcom Coun-

ty’s empty Superior Court seat. I will wait at the edge of my seat to see who wins the World Cup 

and who is appointed to fill Justice Kennedy’s seat on the U. S. Supreme Court. Go Brazil! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Local Teen Group “Students 4 Action”  
receives the Liberty Bell Award from the Whatcom County Bar Association 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

Sublet Office Space on the 14th Floor of the Bellingham Towers.  Two offices with mountain 
views available for sublet on the 14th floor of the Bellingham Towers.  A small conference room 
right outside our office is also available if needed.  If you are interested in viewing the space, please 
call 360-650-9200 to schedule an appointment. 

3 Professional Offices for Sublet Downtown.    Approximately 1500 square feet with three west 
facing window offices, natural light with an open floor plan, staff space, conference room, commu-
nity kitchen and shower, etc. available for sublet.  Located on the 3rd floor of the Bellingham Crown 
Plaza.  Can lease all three offices, one or two offices, and the staff space that you need.  Professional 
and quiet with lots of natural light and an open floor plan. Primary tenant is Kulshan Law Group, a 
four-partner law firm.  Phone and reception services available.  Email Kris Bundy for details and 
viewing - kris@kulshanlaw.com  

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
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Garage Bands 
By Michael Heatherly 
 

Like many of you, I bet, I have too much junk to fit in my house. Accordingly—and this is aston-
ishing when you think about it—every month I pay someone $100 to store belongings unworthy of 
sharing the house with me. Seriously, when you break it down I have spent thousands of dollars the 
past several years housing stuff worth maybe $135, and that’s assuming a Willie Nelson CD collec-
tion alone is worth $100.  
 
When I visited my storage unit recently to retrieve an armload of stuff I actually found a need for, I 
was reminded of the only good thing about a trip to the facility. In quirky, old-fashioned Belling-
ham style, a rock band uses one of the other storage units as a practice space. Almost every time 
I’m there I detect the mellifluous-ish strains of muffled drums and bass guitar reverberating 
through the aluminum walls. 
 
I say “ish” because the music is a kind of maniacal thrash metal or whatever you’d call it that 
clashes with my traditionalist melodic sensibilities. Nevertheless, every time I hear it I’m thrilled to 
know that kids (anyone under 40) are still playing instruments and laying it down wherever they 
can find a few feet of floor space. For me this is a near-mystical experience. Of all the creations 
fashioned by humans to make our stay on this planet more tolerable, none has been closer to my 
heart than the garage band. 
 
During my impressionable adolescent years in suburban Seattle I lived across the street from a guy 
named Doug. He was four or five years older than me and I was excruciatingly envious of his life-
style. For one thing, he worked on cars. While still in high school he was buying and refurbishing 
English sports cars—those 1960s MG’s and Triumphs that looked like Barbie cars but were less 
crashworthy. At the same time, Doug started a rock band. He still lived with his parents, and the 
family garage became a wonderland of socket wrenches, exhaust pipes, wah-wah pedals and tom-
toms. When the garage door tilted open I would kneel on our couch and gawk incredulously at the 
display. 
 
Doug’s band played what is now known as classic rock but was then just called rock: The Rolling 
Stones, The Who, Led Zeppelin. They once rented a black limousine, donned matching black suits, 
and performed a set of Beatles songs to win a battle of the bands at Kennedy High School, my 
eventual alma mater. Being underage and out of the loop, I never saw them play a gig. In fact, I 
never really saw them play at all. For privacy and noise control they practiced with the garage door 
closed. But they were still loud enough that I could hear the music pretty well even from inside our 
house. In fact, the invisibility and muffled sound only added to their mystique. 
 
Doug, a natural-born smooth talker, wheedled my dad into helping him build and repair gear for 
the band. Dad had built a shop alongside our house for home maintenance and hobby projects. But 
many weekends he would find himself employing his power tools for Doug’s benefit. For instance, 
Dad once figured out a way to use a radial-arm saw and router to make front panels for a set of 
speaker cabinets. A delighted Doug rewarded him with a six-pack of Olympia beer, my dad’s fa-
vorite liquid. Dad sometimes grumbled that “the hippy crap” Doug’s band played made him nerv-

(Continued on page 7) 
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ous. But he loved working on projects and helping people. I can still remember how gratefully sur-
prised Doug was when he saw the perfectly round speaker holes Dad had managed to cut in a sheet 
of plywood. It probably saved the band a couple hundred dollars, which was a few gigs’ worth of 
pay in those days. 
 
It didn’t occur to me then, but having a garage band across the street was a major influence in my 
own musical journey. I started high school about the time Doug graduated, and I immediately took 
up guitar. Within a couple of years I was playing in the school jazz ensemble and messing around 
putting together a rock band. Strictly speaking, the rock groups I played in were basement bands, 
not garage bands. But they’re conceptually the same. The only difference is that with a garage band 
you are in constant danger of having practice interrupted when someone comes home unexpectedly 
and yanks the big door open. There’s nothing more demoralizing than being halfway through a sear-
ing rendition of “Sympathy for the Devil” only to have the door roll open and Mom stroll in with a 
case of toilet paper. 
 
I played in basement bands through high school and college, and those days brought me some of the 
best moments of my life. There is no more immersive musical experience than having four or five 
musicians crammed into a tight, low-ceilinged room with amplifiers turned up to 11. It’s a miracle I 
can hear at all today, but I still have thrilling dreams about the excitement of playing in a band. Like 
the vast majority of young musicians I gave it up as a career when I realized the unlikelihood of 
making a living at it. Nevertheless, from then until now I have always had a music room where I can 
retreat and play a few notes for old time’s sake. For the past couple of decades I’ve been only a one-
man garage band with a repertoire as thin and dated as an old rake. But the magic still works. 
Strumming a few chords or working out a snare/high-hat/kick-drum part never fails to elevate my 
state of consciousness. 
 
Because the gods of music move in mysterious ways, I’ve had the pleasure of crossing paths with 
another garage band over the past few years. Some good friends of mine have a son named Alex 
who began playing guitar at age 11 and is about to graduate from high school and enter a college 
music program. They are the kind of parents who gladly began parking their cars outside and con-
structed a rehearsal/recording space in their garage once Alex got a band together. 
 
Until recently I lived across the street from them, and some sort of reverse time-warp thing took 
place in which my boyhood neighbor Doug was replaced by Alex and thus became younger than 
me. To make things even weirder, Alex has a taste for music of the very era in which Doug and I 
grew up. In fact, a few of the songs I heard emanating from Alex’s garage were the same ones 
Doug’s band used to play. Unlike with Doug, though, I occasionally invited myself to join in with 
Alex. A few times I happily found myself jamming with Alex and various friends of his and his par-
ents’ to form an impromptu band that spanned  two or three generations. 
 
I once heard that some of our neighbors had complained about the noise from Alex’s garage. You 
would never get a complaint from me for something like that even if it was keeping me awake at 
night. Whether or not it was a song I liked, and whether or not it was even in tune, whatever rum-
bled its way across the street to rattle my walls would always be music to my ears. As the Who put it 
in 1965, on an album called My Generation no less, the kids are alright. 

(Continued from page 6) 



This story is reprinted without change with permission from the Spring 2018 edition of Klipsun 
Magazine . 
 

The Fight for Civil Legal Aid 
Story by NATALIE BREYMEYER 

Low-income residents find themselves unsure of how to deal with civil cases, but attor-
neys in Whatcom County are dedicated to providing them with legal aid. 

Jenny Balletine has always thought of herself as an independent woman. But in 2011, she 
was helpless — a stay-at-home mom in an abusive relationship; she felt defeated. She knew 
she wanted out, but had no money, and no idea where to start. 

“I had a really hard time identifying that I was a victim in the first place,” she says. “I didn’t 
know where to get legal paperwork, I had never even filed a police report before.” 

Balletine felt let down by the system. The courts were telling her she should have already 
been filing reports and gathering evidence, but that information was all new to her. 

“I felt at fault, even though I was the one getting abused,” she says. “I was afraid to do any-
thing after awhile, but I knew I had to protect my kids.” 

Somewhere in between what seemed like endless court dates and legal documents, Bal-
letine lost her job. A few late rent payments and she found herself without a home. She was 
now staying at shelters with her children, building her case and representing herself in 
court. 

It wasn’t until the fall of 2016 when she reached out to Northwest Justice Project (NJP), a 
publicly funded legal aid program with locations throughout Washington, that she finally 
felt like someone was listening. 

NJP and similar groups are filled with attorneys who, every year, take on thousands of cas-
es and provide legal assistance to community members who cannot afford it on their own. 
At the same time, they are toeing the threat of losing the very funding that keeps their or-
ganizations afloat. 

As uncertainty wanes on a federal front in terms of civil legal aid, the staff members at NJP, 
LAW Advocates and a multitude of private attorneys who volunteer their services are not 
intimidated by this threat. They are consumed by another problem: the people who need 
their help. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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https://klipsunmagazine.com/the-fight-for-civil-legal-aid-72ee248cbeb4
https://klipsunmagazine.com/the-fight-for-civil-legal-aid-72ee248cbeb4
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Not your typical attorney 

Unlike a criminal case, where defendants are guaranteed an attorney provided by the 
state, civil cases offer no constitutional right to legal services. Individuals are instead left 
on their own to either pay for an attorney out-of-pocket or attempt to represent them-
selves, like Balletine. Or, they may be referred to one of the organizations that work to 
provide legal aid. 

Their offices are small, housed in unassuming establishments. They aggregate downtown, 
tucked among local breweries, a dance studio and a yarn shop. The locations are deliber-
ate: they are all in close proximity to the Whatcom County Courthouse. 

Josefina Ramirez, a staff attorney at Bellingham’s NJP location has been involved in pub-
lic-interest law since the genesis of her career. 

“I just knew I wanted to help people,” Ramirez says. “I worked for a private attorney at 
first, doing a lot of discrimination and family law cases. They were the kind of cases where 
you were helping someone fix an injustice.” 

Ramirez came to NJP in 2016 and has since worked on cases relating to Social Security, 
food assistance, evictions from public housing and domestic violence. They’re the type of 
cases private law firms turn down because the clientele tends to be low income, she says. 

“You really have to want to help people. You’re not in it for the money, because the money 
is not there,” Ramirez says. “But these clients have something to lose if we don’t step in– 
they could be evicted and lose everything. They need legal services just as much as anyone 
else.” 

More than 70 percent of low-income households in Washington will face a civil legal 
problem in a 12-month period, according to the Civil Legal Needs Study Update commis-
sioned by the state Supreme Court. 

In Whatcom County, where 16 percent of the population falls below the poverty line, it re-
mains a pressing issue. 

The Equal Justice Coalition (EJC) is a nonpartisan organization that advocates for civil 
legal aid funding. Their efforts focus mainly on state legislature. With each legislative ses-
sion comes an opportunity for furthered funding that would allow legal aid to expand its 
services. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CivilLegalNeedsStudy_October2015_V21_Final10_14_15.pdf
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/whatcom-county-wa/
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The people involved in legal aid are in it to make a change, says Jay Doran, Communica-
tions and Advocacy Director of EJC. 

“It’s clear these Legal Aid attorneys are driven by values rather than profit,” Doran says. 

LAW Advocates is another organization dedicated to providing legal aid, but its efforts are 
concentrated in Whatcom County. Rather than supplying extensive representation like 
NJP, they are better known for holding regular clinics around town providing free legal ad-
vice. 

“The public doesn’t understand how great the need is. It’s not something you think about 
unless you’re in that position,” says Executive Director Michael Heatherly. “But the reality 
is, everyone’s living on the edge. You could spend tens of thousands of dollars on a private 
attorney, but who can afford that much to protect their rights?” 

Since an increase in state funding toward civil legal aid went into effect in the new calen-
dar year, LAW Advocates was able to make their entire staff full time. They currently em-
ploy one staff attorney, but a bulk of their services are provided by volunteer lawyers. 

“People think of lawyers as being untrustworthy, selfish and greedy. They don’t like them. 
I see the complete opposite,” Heatherly says. “Over a year’s time, there’s about 50 to 60 
lawyers who have donated their time here.” 

Nick Fay mainly works as a private attorney, but in 2017 volunteered about 280 hours of 
his time to providing legal aid to individuals through LAW Advocates. 

“I get to help people at a high level, with what for a lot of people is the most important 
thing going on in their life at that given time,” Fay says. “It’s satisfying to be able to play a 
positive role in someone’s life.” 

The individuals behind the numbers 

For Balletine, escaping her abusive relationship and getting legal help at NJP was the in-
tersection of life or death. 

“If I didn’t have the courage to get out, just out of sheer fear, I don’t know what would have 
happened,” Balletine says. “I hope people know there is help out there. If I hadn’t figured 
out it out, I would have been gone in 2011.” 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Her attorney at NJP not only helped her family find an apartment, but now Balletine has 
complete custody of her children. 

Years of collecting evidence for her case paid off as the trial date drew nearer. NJP helped 
her gather the paperwork in support of a parenting plan that protected her children from 
their abusive father. 

“Their dad can’t come back into their lives again,” Balletine says. “Thanks to NJP, that’s a 
promise I know I can keep.” 

Similar to Balletine’s situation, Michael Nelson of Aberdeen found himself stuck. With no 
way to pay off the mountain of debt he accrued over the years, he was feeling conquered. 

“I was an addict for 10 years,” Nelson says. “At the time I didn’t have a job and my license 
was suspended, which made it hard to find work. It was just a vicious cycle, and I don’t 
know how I would have broken it if I hadn’t gotten help.” 

Nelson reached out to NJP after he had enough. He was in and out of jail, falling into a 
routine of owing more money to the state with no way to pay it off. 

“You could say I was sick and tired of being sick and tired,” he says. “I was unwilling to 
give up. I did whatever I needed to do to move the process along.” 

With the aid of his attorney at NJP, Nelson was able to drop a bulk of his debt to a less 
daunting amount that he felt he could reasonably repay. He obtained his license and ac-
quired a job driving company vehicles. 

“I moved into a recovery home as this was unfolding with just a backpack and some 
clothes,” he says. “Now I’m living in a four-bedroom house with my girlfriend.” 

Recently, Nelson shared his story with lawmakers in Olympia to advocate for more civil 
legal aid funding alongside EJC. 

“It’s nice to hear about the people who were able to get help,” he says. “But there’s still so 
many who are left behind. We can’t forget that.” 

A resilient community 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The individuals in Whatcom County advocating for justice stretch beyond the organiza-
tions that strictly practice law. 

“The vast majority of people who need help never get it. So, one part of our job is making 
sure people know we exist,” Heatherly says. “We network with other organizations like 
DVSAS.” 

For a lot of people in the midst of a problem relating to a civil case, finding legal help is 
not their only priority. 

DVSAS, which stands for Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services, is an empower-
ment-based agency that aims to help survivors at any stage in their life. They will often re-
fer clients in domestic violence cases to LAW Advocates. 

“They’re called civil processes because theoretically you’re able to do them without an at-
torney,” says support services manager Elizabeth Hart. “I have an education, I have access 
to resources and it’s still confusing to navigate the legal field.” 

Hart says their relationship with LAW Advocates is one of balance. Just as they often are 
not able to offer extensive knowledge on the law, attorneys may not have the time to listen 
to a survivor process their emotions — something DVSAS does offer. 

“We rely on each other,” she says. “We’re not attorneys. Our skillset ends. We can provide 
information and further resources and be supportive through that process.” 

For organizations like LAW Advocates and NJP, their services can only extend as far as 
their funding. 

“In any community, civil legal aid is hugely important,” Fay says. “Some communities do 
it better than others, Bellingham is one of them, and there’s still a huge need.” 

Even though LAW Advocates does not rely on state funding as heavily as NJP, it’s still a 
concern. 

“We are all in this together. We all get some money from the state and if one group is not 
getting the money from somewhere else, something is going to have to give. It could mean 
less for all of us,” Heatherly says. “I’m always thinking, next year can we afford to keep all 
our staff? It’s stressful.” 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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EJC is one force making sure the funding stays intact and continues to improve so com-
munities like Bellingham can help its low-income individuals. 

“This is the second year the Trump Administration has proposed a budget that calls for 
complete elimination of funding for legal aid,” Doran says. “But there is strong bipartisan 
support for legal aid funding in Congress. In the scheme of our national budget it’s a small 
amount of money. If Congress can take the steps Washington is taking, we’ll see some real 
improvement.” 

Looking forward 

The effects of a budget increase passed over the summer show tangible developments at 
NJP. 

“We are currently in the process of hiring an attorney that will focus on Native American 
issues,” Ramirez says. “It was something we previously didn’t have the capacity for, de-
spite the number of tribes we have in our region. Now we can meet that need.” 
As another legislative session comes to a close, Doran admits they are not expecting the 
$2.8 million increase they asked for, which would have gone toward enacting another fac-
et of the Civil Justice Reinvestment Plan. 

The plan, which was created in 2016, details the need of civil legal aid in Washington and 
proposes methods for executing new programs and hiring attorneys. 

“It’s looking like we will still see a small increase in funding, and it’s a step in the right di-
rection,” Doran says. “It seems like there are a lot of members working to prioritize fund-
ing for legal aid. The need is obviously there but the more we can continue to work with 
the state, the better.”  

While progress in funding seems to crawl at an incremental pace on the state and federal 
level, individuals like Balletine and Nelson prove this resource is one of value and urgency, 
and in Bellingham there remains a band of lawyers ensuring these individuals don’t fall 
through the cracks. 

“It’s just the right thing to do,” Fay says, laughing as if the answer is plainly obvious. 
“Sometimes it’s that easy. There’s not much profundity to it.” 

Editor’s note (6/1/18 at 3:10 p.m.): This story has been updated to reflect that LAW Advo-
cates provides legal services to Bellingham and Whatcom County. A previous version 
stated services are provided in Bellingham, without the inclusion of Whatcom County. 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Civil-Legal-Aid-Reinvestment-Plan-Final-9-21-16.pdf
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Too busy to volunteer for LTO 2018?  
Want to donate an item for LTO? 

We’ve made it easier  
 
Over the years we’ve relied on you to donate items for our silent auc-
tion. We appreciate your generosity but know it’s hard work. This 
year we have an alternative. You donate the money and we’ll build a 
beautiful gift basket for you. Your name/logo will be displayed along-
side the basket and appear in the program to show your support. 
 
Coppinger Carter, PS has donated the first basket, which will be on 
display at the June Whatcom County Bar Association Meeting. 
 
Reach out to Bern at bernadette@lawadvocates.org for your welcome 
cash donation or see you at the bar lunch to sign up for your donation. 

 

First Table Reservations 
People’s Bank 
Whatcom Land Title 
 
Basket Sponsors 
$250 Coppinger Carter 
 
Welcome Wine Sponsors 
VSH CPA 

mailto:bernadette@lawadvocates.org
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Pro Bono Connection 
This Summer, Use Your Legal Expertise to Help Low-Income 

Community Members 

Street Law @ The Library  
Provide free, brief legal consultations to low-

income community members. 

Saturdays 1:00 — 4:00pm 

Downtown Bellingham Public Library 

July 7th 

July 21st* 

August 18th 

September 15th* 

 
*Family Law Attorney Especially Needed 

Volunteer Attorneys also needed this fall:  
9/22, 10/6, 10/20, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 12/15  

Bethany Allen 
Rolf Beckhusen 

Mercedes Donchez 
Nancy Ivarinen 

 

Skip Johnsen 
Roy Martin 
Jen Petersen 

* As of press time 

 
 

Thank you to LAW Advocates 
June 2018 Volunteer Attorneys*! 

Street Law @  
Project Homeless Connect  
Provide free, brief legal consultations to 

people experiencing homelessness.  

Friday, July 20th 

Bellingham High School 
Shifts: 

10:00 am — Noon 

Noon — 2:00 pm 

2:00 pm — 4:00 pm 

Project Homeless Connect is a partnership between local 
community services “to offer high-value services and 

generous hospitality for neighbors in Whatcom County 
who are unsheltered or experiencing a housing crisis.” 

Street Law is LAW Advocates’ flagship program. Started in the early 1990s by a team of local 
attorneys who offered free legal advice on Railroad Avenue, Street Law is now held year-round 

at the downtown Bellingham Public Library, during the academic year at Whatcom 
Community College, and as part of other special events in the community.  

 
Want to learn more about Street Law? Schedule a time to observe an experienced Street Law 

volunteer to see if Street Law is right for you? Or sign up for a shift?  

Contact Nikki D’Onofrio, LAW Advocates Programs Manager: 

360-671-6079 ext. 10 or Nikki@lawadvocates.org 
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Editor’s Note:  See, now… I could have written an article here, but instead I wanted to focus on 
something aside from my own private ramblings, and that is friendship.   It is a real blessing to get 
to work with all of you in our community.  I can’t think of anywhere else I would want to practice.  
(*cough*  That is the cue for Bhutan, Hawai’i, Compton, and Costa Rica to start the bidding war at 
$500k/year)  I am fortunate to have such intelligent wonderful people in my life, and so I look for-
ward each year to our gathering, and this year it is a joint musketeer effort: 

 
 

Todd Allen, Rajeev Majumdar, & Jennifer Slattery 
present: 

 
The 5

th
 Annual Family Law Summer BBQ 

(This time actually happening in the summer!) 
 
Proclamation for party on:  Saturday, August 25, 2018 at Noon. 
 

To All Who Practice the Esteemed Art of Domestic Relations Law (and 

allied/interested individuals, bar members, paralegals, and judicial offic-

ers): 

 

From time-to-time, for the good of the profession, for the good of our-

selves, and for a little delightful hedonism, the Whatcom County Family 

Law Bar should meet and enjoy each other's company under most ami-

cable circumstances. 

 

With that in mind, I call you to our FIFTH ANNUAL GATHERING located 

at the private sanctuary of Rajeev Majumdar (in Bellingham, not 

Blaine!). 

 

We will have hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages both alcoholic and non

-alcoholic.  It would be great if you could bring a side, vegetarian alter-

natives,  drink(s) to share or a dessert(s).  Did I mention drinks to share?  

That would be good. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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I will also try to send out an Evite to last year’s invitees, but understand I am really terrible at it; and 
always leave important people off; you really ought to contact me. 
 
This event shall be known as “The Great 2018 Conclave of Domestic Relations Practitioners.”   All 
legal disputes,1 weapons and frowns will be left in the gatehouse before crossing the bridge.  The 
bridge to cross is located at the Fortress of Solitude, located at 4029 Willowbrook Lane in Bellingham.  
 

Répondez s'il vous plait to Rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 2  

      ~R! 
 
 

Endnotes 
1– This includes disputes over theory between traditional and collaborative law practitioners! 
 
2– I’ll probably respond by sending you an evite so I can try to make the food calculations correct, but 
I understand not everyone’s computers are evite friendly, so when you RSVP, please give me a body 
count if you are bringing a retinue. 

(Continued from page 16) 

mailto:rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com


SIMMONS │SWEENEY │ SMITH  PS 
                                                  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
Changes at local law firm 

 
Roy, Simmons, Smith & Parsons, P.S. is pleased to announce the addition of Kelley J. Sweeney. Kelley was the 
long tenured managing attorney for the Seattle and, more recently, Spokane field legal offices for a Fortune 100 
insurance company. She brings over 23 years of legal experience including significant trial experience in the areas 
of personal injury, insurance defense, and general tort litigation including employment discrimination.   
 
Kelley joins fellow partners Bret Simmons and Jill Smith and associate Michael Martucci. With Kelley’s arrival, 
the firm has undergone a name change to Simmons Sweeney Smith PS. The firm will continue to practice civil liti-
gation, specializing in municipal and insurance defense, personal injury and commercial litigation throughout 
Western Washington 
 
The firm has also added a second office located in Bellevue to better serve clients up and down the I-5 corridor, as 
well as east of the Cascades and west to the Kitsap and Olympic Peninsulas. Kelley will manage the Bellevue of-
fice.  
 
Correspondence for the Bellingham and Bellevue locations can be mailed to Simmons Sweeney Smith PS, 1223 
Commercial Str., Bellingham, WA  98225 or sent by e-mail to mail@SSSLawGroup.com. The phone number for 
both locations is (360) 752-2000. 
 
For more information about the firm and the recent changes, please visit the Simmons Sweeney Smith  
website at: https://www.ssslawgroup.com  
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Employment opportunities at Western Washington University: 
 

Title IX/Civil Rights Investigator 

Associate Director, Equal Opportunity Office  
and Deputy Title IX Coordinator 

 

Please view the full job announcements, including all required and preferred qualifications,  
and apply online, at:   

 
http://employment.wwu.edu/cw/en-us/job/495899/title-ixcivil-rights-investigator 

 
http://employment.wwu.edu/cw/en-us/job/495860/associate-director-equal-opportunity-office-

deputy-title-ix-coordinator 
 
 

WWU is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer committed to assembling a diverse, broadly trained fac-

ulty and staff.  Women, minorities, people with disabilities and veterans are strongly encouraged to apply. Application 

review for the Investigator position begins August 3, 2018; position is open until filled. Application review for the As-

sociate Director position started July 16; position is open until filled. Inquiries may be directed to the Equal Opportuni-

ty Office, 360-650-3307 (voice) or Washington Relay: 711 

mailto:mail@SSSLawGroup.com
https://www.ssslawgroup.com
http://employment.wwu.edu/cw/en-us/job/495860/associate-director-equal-opportunity-office-deputy-title-ix-coordinator
http://employment.wwu.edu/cw/en-us/job/495860/associate-director-equal-opportunity-office-deputy-title-ix-coordinator
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


