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Calendar!

Heat. Like, literally... The brutal sun glaring down on you.

BAR LUNCH
The monthly bar lunch and meeting will not be held in
July and will return in September, but the Editor
strongly encourages you to eat lunch anyways as it
is part of a balanced day and will keep you from crashing in the late afternoon.

Superlative
Disclaimer:
The information & various articles contained within this publication have not been checked for
accuracy. All opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do
not reflect the opinions of the Bar
Association, the Journal, or the
agents thereof.
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The President’s Column
By Phil Buri, WCBA President 2021

Done
My law partner, Brad, is retiring. He’s 69 and has been a lawyer for
most of his working life. When I asked him how it felt, he said “getting
my first social security check was weird.” We’ve always been the ones paying taxes. Old
people get the checks.

My cohort of lawyers – 60 somethings – are closer to the end of their practice than the
beginning. The first thoughts of retirement are creeping in, which, like any ending, tastes
bittersweet. For years, I obsessed over building a practice. What will it be like when I am
done?
I am working again in my office, and the daily routine comforts me. I walk in, turn on
the lights, wake up my computer, and scroll through waiting emails (mostly ads). Music on,
coffee warm, I’m ready.
At the end of the day, it’s the reverse: music off, coffee mug to the sink, computer
asleep, and the final gesture – lights off. I think about all the offices I have worked in and
that simple gesture at the end of every day. Lights off.
One day far too soon I will turn those lights off for the last time. I’ll be done with being a lawyer. My work will end, and I will walk away from my office permanently.
I hope I will have a summing up moment like I did on the first day of the bar exam. It
was a damp February morning at Seattle Center. I arrived early, naturally, and took a walk
around the Opera House before entering the huge exam room. I thought about all that happened to bring me here – high school, college, year off in DC, law school, clerkship, bar review course, last week studying. Here I was, ready to clear the last hurdle to becoming a
lawyer.

And now, here I am nearing the end. More than three decades of work. I am only now
allowing myself to think about being done.
Phil
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Letter to the Editor
From Ret. Court of Appeals Judge Mary Kay Becker
Re: Bellingham Municipal Court
(Editor’s Title)

Dear President Phil & Editor Rajeev:
In the current controversy about the Bellingham Municipal Court, there is a significant separation of powers issue. Contrary to the mayor’s public statements, the court is not a city department under the mayor’s control and Judge Lev is not a subordinate employee. The court is the independent judicial branch of the city government. Under General Rule 29 of the Washington
Court Rules, it is the duty of the presiding judge to supervise all court personnel, “including but
not limited to working conditions, hiring, discipline, and termination decisions except wages, or
benefits directly related to wages”. The Rule states that this duty cannot be delegated to the executive branch. Compliance with the Rule is not optional.
Why? Because a judge must always feel free to rule against the executive, whether that be
the president, the governor, the county executive, the prosecutor, or the mayor. Whatever the merits of the employee grievances, the municipal court’s independence is compromised if the mayor
gets to decide which court employees to hire and fire. Attorneys who see the importance of courts
remaining independent of the other branches should be especially concerned that City Hall has
used its large microphone to paint Judge Lev in the worst possible light.
Rather than being criticized for refusing to cooperate with the City’s one-sided investigation, Judge Lev deserves praise for doing her duty under GR 29. The constitutional principle of
separation of powers, which has so recently and famously protected higher courts from presidential efforts to intimidate them, applies as well to protect the smallest courts from interference by
the executive branch.
Mary Kay Becker
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@whatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek performs songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity
of Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, Jon Grover, Mike Rostron, and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock
-band/lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.
Need Office Furniture. Need office furniture. If you are retiring or closing your office and have furniture to sell, please contact me at maureen@toomelawpractice.com or text to 360-599-0697. I am
looking for a full office set, like a desk, maybe a bookcase, conference table, etc.
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Whatcom County Superior Court
Notice to the Bar and Public - May 28, 2021
BLAKE DECISION CALENDAR
As a result of the State v. Blake decision, Whatcom County Superior will have a
weekly afternoon calendar dedicated for this purpose beginning Monday June 7th. The calendar will begin at 1:30p.m. All cases impacted by the Blake decision should be noted on
this calendar, which will be the judicial officer assigned the criminal calendar rotation that
week.
The calendar has a dedicated zoom link for cases that require remote appearances
for defendants who are in custody: https://zoom.us/j/95517538680?
pwd=TW9CV2V4QlJrNVBTM0lwcndjNTRjdz09
Meeting ID:
955 1753 8680
Passcode:
897277
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,95517538680#,,,,*897277# US (Tacoma)
Counsel representing defendants in DOC custody should notify the Clerk prior to beginning
the calendar so those cases should be called first.

Auditor Recording Fees to Increase by $100.00
Recording Fees to Increase by $100.00 beginning July 25, 2021
Effective July 25, the fee to record a one-page document will be $203.50, except those
documents exempt under state law. A complete list of recording fees is attached and is also posted on our website at: http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/1864/Recording-Fees.
The Washington State Legislature passed Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill
(ESHB) 1277 adding the $100.00 surcharge to fund these programs:
• Affordable housing including operations, maintenance, and service costs supporting
permanent housing.
• Landlord mitigation program.
• Home security including project-based vouchers for nonprofit housing providers/public
housing authorities, housing services, rapid rehousing, emergency housing, or acquisition.
New fee schedule (as of July 25, 2021) is found here.
Contact Stacy Henthorn for questions at 360-778-5130.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
PARTIAL REOPENING OF BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL COURTHOUSE
Commencing Tuesday, July 13, 2021 the Bellingham Municipal Court Building will be physically open to attorneys, participants, crime victims and the public for Tuesday morning arraignment calendars and Thursday afternoon calendars.
• The Bellingham Municipal Courthouse will be open each Tuesday from 9:30 am until the conclusion of the
morning arraignment court session.
• The Bellingham Municipal Courthouse will be open each Thursday from 1:15 pm until the conclusion of the afternoon court session.
This partial reopening is based upon scientific and health related advisory information that the Covid pandemic has
gradually been reduced in severity and frequency due to the use of vaccines and other counter-measures.
At times other than those court sessions described above, the Bellingham Municipal Court Building will remain
closed to the public with the expectation that the full opening will occur as quickly as practical.
Masks remain mandatory for entry into the Courthouse and no one will be admitted unless masked, for the safety of
all present.
Telephonic hearings will be optional for the above in-person court sessions for those participants who prefer to attend their court date remotely. If appearing telephonically, please contact the Court at (360) 778-8150 or
court@cob.org to ensure that we have your current phone number. You must be present at that number at the time
your court hearing is scheduled. The Court will call you for your hearing.
• The clerk’s public counter will not immediately reopen due to some restructuring of the facility.
• The Court will continue to stream all hearings live for public viewing.
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MINUTES
Whatcom County Bar Association
May 5th, 2021, Monthly Meeting, via Zoom.
I.

Call to order at 12:04pm by President, Phil Buri.

II.

Announcements:
a. Judge Grant requests input regarding the possibility of continuing to hold remote
hearings in Whatcom County District Court.
b. Bob Butler: The Committee for Judicial Evaluations needs an additional member.
Contact Bob if interested.
c. Emily Beschen: DVSAS and Whatcom Women Lawyers have formed a joint commission to assist domestic violence victims in obtaining protection orders. Contact Emily if you are
interested in assisting clients pro bono. Free training will be provided and begins in July.
d. State bar updates from Rajeev Majumdar.
e. LAW Advocates updates from Michael Heatherly.
III.

Motion to approve April’s minutes; minutes approved.

IV.

Treasurer’s report given; motion to approve; approved.

V.

Speaker Malora Christensen discusses the LEAD and GRACE programs.

VI.
Betsy Brinson inquired if the WCBA had filed our 2020 tax return yet (we had not).
Thank you for the reminder Betsy! We will contact Barron Smith Daugert ASAP.
VII.
VIII.

Jennifer Slattery announces that our next meeting will instead be Happy Hour.
Meeting adjourned at precisely 1:04pm
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Ramblings of a Small
Time Country
Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

Merchant
or Professional?

Subtitle: Persians and Greeks

Herodotus (484-425 BCE) was a historian who wrote about his observations of the Persian
Empire as a foreigner. One thing he noted was that “The most disgraceful thing for Persians was
telling lie, followed by debt because debtor is obliged to tell lies.” That has always stuck with me,
and as a long term persophile a principal I admire. Everything about ancient Persian life is idealized in my mind, including their views on land, self-sufficiency, and the idea that you would never
trade labor for money (naturally, this is a ruling class perspective that has survived history).
But one thing that particularly challenged and horrified the Persians about the Greeks were
their markets and agoras which seemed to the Persians have the explicit purpose of a place where
people would come and tell lies to each other. Merchants were highly looked down upon by the
ruling castes of Persia as wrapped up in both debt and lies. They may have a point.
And yet, despite my idealizations (and while you are not seeing me typing from behind a pile
of discarded Amazon boxes), I find myself in the private practice of law. The private practice of law
often requires one to do very unprofessional things… like advertising. Or worse, adjusting one’s
rates based on market forces. In many ways, I feel private practice is almost inherently conflicted
with the ideals of the RPCs— inserting a lawyer into the stream of commerce creates inherent conflicts of loyalty and service. Things that must be wrestled with constantly.
Troubling, yet, I love it. I’ve written often on professionalism because it appeals to the persophilia in me, but perhaps I should let my inner hidden grecophile loose from time to time. I love
the business aspects of running a law firm. I love tinkering with budgets, I love policy, I love landing clients, and I love managing a team to get the best out of them. Frankly, even though I love
everything about the law and being a lawyer, I suspect I would be really happy just focusing on
managing a law firm, or just landing clients. Trying to predict the future and the art of balancing
reserves and operating capital versus investing in immediate growth is something I stress about and
love (let’s see if I feel the same if the economy slows down).
And the fact of the matter is that most lawyers in Washington are in private practice and in
small/solo practice to boot, which means lawyers are inherently saddled with business management— and yet, this is one of the things lawyers report as hating and wishing they could focus instead on the law. And it does, at times, fell like a slog. But if I have to do it, I guess I will pick up
that ancient mercantile Grecian spirit and shock some ancient Persian nobility.
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC
Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experience handling serious felonies at the Whatcom
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US
District Court, and for the Federal Public Defenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal career, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter
during which time he won an Emmy for his
work.
Jackson’s practice includes
defense of individuals accused of criminal conduct,
appellate work, employment
actions, wrongful discrimination, civil rights, and vacating criminal convictions.
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985

J U L Y . 2 0 21

J U L Y . 2 0 21

PAGE 15

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Yes, we publish in color!
Admit it.
You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s going on.
So does everyone else. If you have a service to offer to
your colleagues in the local legal community — or if you
just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, easier
way to do it. Pay in advance for 6 months, you get a 5%
discount. Pay a year or more, you get a 10% discount!!!!

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

And it’s easy to place your ad
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, .GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@whatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the
ad if you know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you
want. Questions? E-mail Editor Rajeev at the above email address, or call (360) 332-7000 .

1/8
1/4

