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On  June 7th!  (2017)   At High Noon!   

At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham. 
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Homelessness in Bellingham  
  

 
 In the last few weeks, we saw the City of Bellingham and the Port 

Commission fail to reach an agreement on a new “low barrier” homeless shelter to be established 

on property near the Whatcom Waterway.  The relative merits of this particular location are debat-

able.  However, what is not debatable is that homelessness in Whatcom County, particularly in 

Bellingham, has become increasingly visible in recent years.  This increasing visibility has led to 

new calls for action to combat homelessness.   

What is not particularly clear is why many residents of Bellingham believe we are seeing a spike 

in homelessness.  The best data we have available on homelessness in Bellingham comes from the 

Opportunity Counsel’s annual homeless census.   

The census shows that we are 16% below the peak lev-

els measured in 2008.  However, we are seeing in-

creases in homelessness since the lowest levels count-

ed in 2012.   

Examining the data, the questions now become:  why 

have we seen increases in homeless households for the 

past 5 years, and why have these homeless households 

become arguably more visible?  Finally, and probably 

most importantly, what can be done to both help those 

in need and improve experiences in our public places 

that have been affected by homeless populations.   

I have two theories on why we have seen increases in homelessness and homeless visibility in Bel-

lingham.  Neither theory is backed by any real data or evidence but is not particularly controver-

sial and is at least worth considering.  First, it is possible that what we are seeing in Bellingham 

are ripples from the ongoing homeless crisis in Seattle.  While it is difficult to collect data on this 

issue, it is at least conceivable that as the homeless populations in Seattle explode and the home-

less are squeezed from one location to another, some would find the means to travel north to seek 

out a smaller city with a history of kindness to the poor.  The second theory is that the develop-

ment of the formerly wooded property along Lincoln Street behind the Fred Meyer store has dis-

placed many homeless from this relatively low-profile location to more visible locations in parks 

and downtown streets.   

The President’s Column 
  By David Brown, WCBA President 2017 
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Potentially more important than why we may be seeing more homeless in Bellingham is what we 

can do to help.   

Shelters may not be the answer.  While the efforts of the City in establishing more emergency shel-

ters  are admirable and a piece of the homeless puzzle, they are not a long-term solution to the 

homelessness issue.  Emergency shelters are expensive to operate, often costing thousands more 

than simple housing vouchers.  Moreover, a bed in a shelter is not the kind of permanency that has 

been found to help people take the steps needed to get better.   

Affordable housing is an often pursued solution.  However, in many cities like Bellingham with 

fast rising property values, it is difficult to create the proper incentives for builders to create finan-

cially sustainable, affordable housing.   

One solution that has seen some success is providing free, permanent, accessible housing.  This 

permanent housing is provided without pre-condition.  Mental health, substance abuse, and job is-

sues are not mandatory conditions of ongoing housing support.  This “housing first” approach has 

been implemented in Utah, and they have seen a reduction of the homeless population to function-

ally zero.   

Unfortunately, a housing first approach to homelessness is not cheap.  Not only is housing first ex-

pensive, but requires that we reconcile providing free housing to some that may be “undeserving” 

in one way or another.  However, failing to come to grips with these obstacles may simply perpet-

uate the use of our public spaces as surrogate housing for our community’s least fortunate mem-

bers.  

(Continued from page 2) 

A Message From  
Division I of the Washington State Court of Appeals 

Re: Whatcom County Practitioners.   
 
When in session, we typically schedule four to six appeals each day for oral argument at 9:30 a.m. 
in Seattle.  The arguments typically conclude by 11:30 a.m.   
 
Because we recognize the challenges of travelling from Whatcom County, you may ask the clerk 
of the court to move your case to be last heard on a calendar (roughly 11:00 a.m.).    
 
Absent unusual circumstances, such an accommodation will be readily granted.    
 
Safe travels. 
 
James R Verellen 
Chief Judge, Division I  
Washington State Court of Appeals 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

Legal Assistant with 20+ Years Experience.  Legal assistant (finalizing paralegal degree at 
WCC) with 20+ years of experience available for temp service / vacation relief through 9/15/17. 
Email: johnson.rhondam7@gmail.com for resume, references and recommendation letters. 

 Per General Order No. 05-17, effective June 01, 2017, the Judges of the Western District of Washington have approved 
new procedures for Consent to United States Magistrate Judges. Please visit the Court's website to view the New Consent Proce-
dures.  The Cameras in Court Consent Procedures have also been changed. 
 
Consent to Proceed Before a Magistrate Judge 
 Social Security Cases—   For cases filed by attorneys, filers will be asked during case opening whether or not they wish 
to consent to proceed before a magistrate judge if the random assignment falls to a magistrate judge.  
If a case is filed by a pro se litigant and is randomly assigned to a magistrate judge, the Court will docket a notice of initial as-
signment to magistrate judge and response form, and request that the plaintiff respond if she or he wishes to decline, or opt-out 
of, consent to proceed before a magistrate judge. 
 
 General Civil Cases—   If a case is randomly assigned to a magistrate judge, a notice of initial assignment to a magis-
trate judge and response form will be docketed by the Court requesting a response only if the party wishes to decline, or opt-out 
of, consent to proceed before a magistrate judge. 
  
Consent to Video Record a Proceeding in a Civil Case Before a District Judge in Seattle - If a Notice of Request for Video 
Recording and response form is docketed in a civil case, consent to video recording will be presumed unless a party completes 
and submits a Party Objection to Request for Video Recording by the deadline for submission.  The form must be emailed to the 
assigned judge’s courtroom deputy. 
 
If you have question regarding these procedures, please contact ECF Support at 206-370-8440 opt 2, or 1-866-323-9293 opt 2. 
  
Thank you,   Bill McCool, District Court Executive/Clerk of Court, United States District Court, Western District of Washington 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net


WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  PAGE 5 JUNE 2017  

Pro Bono Connection 
LAW Advocates Seeks Volunteer 
Attorneys for Project Homeless 

Connect 

Since 2007, Project Homeless Connect (PHC) has 
offered a 1-stop community event to provide 
services to homeless community members in 
Whatcom County. PHC brings together service 
providers to offer everything from haircuts to 
medical and dental services to legal assistance, and 
more. Last year 400 PHC volunteers assisted 543 of 
our homeless neighbors. LAW Advocates will 
participate in PHC again in 2017. Our Access ID 
Program will assist individuals with obtaining the 
documents they need to get a Washington State ID. 
Street Law will offer free, drop-in legal advice. 

Interested in volunteering at PHC? 
Contact nikki@lawadvocates.org or  

360-671-6079 ext. 10 

Volunteer Attorneys Needed! 

Street Law @ Project Homeless Connect  

Friday, July 21, 2017 

Bellingham High School 

2020 Cornwall Ave. Bellingham 

Shifts: 

9am-11am 

11am-1pm 

1pm-3pm 

3pm-4pm 

 

Steven Adelstein 

Bethany Allen 

Kirsten Barron 

Rolf Beckhusen 

Aaron 
Brinckerhoff 

Nick Fay 

Nancy Ivarinen 

Michael Kleps 

Rajeev 
Majumdar 

Annalise 
Martucci 

Barry Meyers 

Tom Mumford 

Karen Phillips 

Maureen 
Toomey 

John Schultz 

Jennifer Slattery 
 

These volunteers 
have offered free 
legal advice at Street 
Law and/or taken 
cases pro bono. 
Thank you for 
helping low-income 
people in Whatcom 
County to get the 
legal help they need! 

*As of press time 

 
 

Thank you to our 
May Volunteer Attorneys*! 

Saturdays 
1-4 pm 

Bellingham Public Library 
210 Central Ave. Bellingham  

 
See our full clinic schedule online: 

www.lawadvocates.org/program-calendar 
 

To sign up, contact nikki@lawadvocates.org or 360-
671-6079 ext. 10 

Street Law @ The Library  
Summer Volunteers Needed 

July 15th 

July 22nd 

August 5th 

August 26th 

http://www.lawadvocates.org/program-calendar
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ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
By Scott Railton                             Cascadia Cross-Border Law                         srailton@cascadia.com 
1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                                         www.cascadia.com 

 

 
 

Immigration Detention Hotline 
 
Immigration detentions are on the rise. As reported wisely, the standards for detention have been 
broadened considerably. Detention of any sort creates immediate concerns for families.  
 
I forward here a message from Jorge Baron, Executive Director for the NW Immigrant Rights Pro-
ject, concerning a new immigration detention hotline. 
 

The Washington Immigrant Solidarity Network, of which NWIRP and our partners at 
Colectiva Legal del Pueblo are a part, is pleased to announce the launch of the 1-844-
RAID-REP (1-844-724-3737) hotline for community members to report immigration 
detentions and other problematic activity by immigration agents.  The hotline is availa-
ble for community members to report: 
 
 Instances of family members or friends who have been detained by ICE or Border 

Patrol in Washington State 
 Workplace raids by immigration agents  
 Other instances of problematic activity by immigration agents - for instance, pres-

ence of immigration agents in or around courthouses or other sensitive locations 
(schools, congregations or medical facilities) or other situations that cause concern 
for community members. 

 
Community members who contact the hotline to report someone being detained by im-
migration will be provided information about how to connect with legal help (through 
the AILA referral service - www.ailalawyer.com) and the information will also be sent 
to NWIRP's Tacoma office so we can provide legal orientation services for those who 
cannot afford private representation.  If callers report a large-scale workplace raid in 
progress and we are able to verify the information, NWIRP will then deploy the large-
scale raid legal response team that was organized earlier this year.  I would note that 
volunteers will not be providing legal advice through this hotline and will only be mak-
ing referrals to qualified legal service providers. 
 
We are grateful to the many bilingual volunteers who are helping to staff this hotline. 
Attached are press releases in English and Spanish about the hotline.  
 
Please help us get the word out to people in the community.  While we of course hope 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:srailton@cascadia.com
http://www.cascadia.com
tel:(844)%20724-3737
http://www.ailalawyer.com
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people don't have to use this number, we know some will and so hope everyone will 
have this number saved on their phones.  
 
Let me know if you have any questions, 
 
Jorge Baron 
NW Immigrant Rights Project 
 
On Detention: 
 
If a family member has been detained locally, they will likely be held at the Northwest Detention 
Center in Tacoma.  The address for the Detention Center is 1623 East J Street, Tacoma, WA 98421.   
Any person detained will have a nine digit Alien Registration Number. If that number is known, it 
can be helpful in communicating with the government. Immigration and Customs Enforcement has 
an on-line locator service which can be used to try to locate the detainee: https://locator.ice.gov/
odls/homePage.do Also, it is possible to call the agency at 253-779-6000 Ext 14, or visit the Cen-
ter. You can’t call a detainee directly there.  There is a schedule for visiting hours, and many rules 
on visiting. NWIRP has a good guide at their website with more information. 
 
Backlogs in the immigration courts are terrible. Currently, the immigration courts are scheduling 
merits hearings in 2021. In some cases, it is possible to bond out. The Supreme Court will consider 
the matter of protracted detention again this year. 
 
Many organizations have produced Family Preparedness Plans, Children Safety Plans, and Tempo-
rary Parental Consent Agreements, in case a parent is detained. Some examples of these types of 
resources are available at washingtonlawhelp.org and www.ilrc.org.   

(Continued from page 8) 

https://locator.ice.gov/odls/homePage.do
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/homePage.do
http://www.ilrc.org
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Ramblings of a Small Time 
Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

The Time My Wife was Hit by 
an Uninsured Drunk Driver. 
 

Subtitle: Being on the other side of the table 
  from the lawyers. 
  
  
I write this article with two 
goals: 
1. Hopefully to reduce the num-

ber of times I have to tell this 
story (this is number 247); and 

2. To convey my experience as a 
civilian in a world of lawyers. 

 
I put forward two disclaimers in 
advance: 
1. So your heart doesn’t race:  the 

baby, Savitri, is okay and was 
not involved in the collision 
crime.  I always say this at the 
beginning, but people always ask me at the end if she was in the car– people like to project 
their worst nightmares; and 

2. This narrative is based wholly on my experience and not on anyone else’s including my 
wife’s, who may perceive things very differently.  My perception is based only on my observa-
tions of her.  

 
 Once Upon a Time…. I honestly can’t tell you off the top of my head how far back, I think 
3 weeks ago or so– it was on a Tuesday around 5:30 p.m. (it seems both long ago and immediate 
in my mind), I was home early from work, and toiling in the garden with my daughter.  When I 
say “toiling” I mean that I was trying to reassure her that the lawn was not going to eat her, and 
running back and forth between the flowerbed and the child.  Anyways, I get weak cell phone sig-
nal in my abode, and after a while my phone chirped to tell me I had a voicemail. 
 
 The voicemail was from my wife, but she didn’t sound like herself; talking slowly, long 
pauses and sounding unsure.  The voicemail went something like this:  “I was hit by a truck.  I’m 
in the middle of Lakeway.  Now you know where I am.  I’ll call you if they take me away.”  Then I 
hear the sound of someone knocking on her car and asking if she is okay.  First of all, I don’t 
know where you are!  Second, oh my gosh!  Okay, action!  Grab the baby and run to the car.  Oh 
wait, I need a car seat.  Run back to the house and grab the car seat and then back to the car.  Oh 
wait, if my wife needs to go to the hospital, I am going to need diapers and formula and stuff.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Run back to the house and grab the baby bag and then back to the car.  Oh wait, I’m not even 
wearing a shirt.. UGH!  Okay, back to the house one more time for a shirt, then back to the car 
and out the driveway. 
 
 Now I don’t know where I am going, except that she is somewhere on Lakeway, which is 
a fairly long street.  Fortunately, I don’t have to go very far before I see traffic backing up, and 
way down the street I can see what looks like my wife’s car in the middle of the road.  I pull 
over and begin running down the street with the baby (there is actually a side story here about a 
weightlifter whose house I stopped at who ran down the street with me, but we only have so 
much space).  I get to the car and it is awful, worse than the pictures show and even worse, my 
wife is not inside the car!  Now, I pay attention to all the police officer and firefighters who I ran 
past, and there are a lot of them.  I’ve never seen so many Bellingham PD and firefighters in one 
place.  “Hey, my wife’s not in the car!  Where is she?!!” 
 
 I then learn that she had just been taken to the ER by ambulance, but that she was con-
scious.  I later learn that while all of her important possessions like purse, ID, etc. were left be-
hind she fought with the paramedics to insist her confidential client files were taken with her.  I 
am about to run to the ER, when I realize that we own this crushed vehicle in the middle of the 
road and my wife might want things inside of it like the aforementioned purse, ID, and all her 
other worldly possessions (we have a house, why does my wife’s car look like she is living out 
of it!?).  So, I take a moment, accompanied by the wails of my baby, to ransack the car, and re-
trieve the rest of my wife’s work stuff (electronics, phone, keys) and anything else of value 
(jewelry and dirty dishes?), before racing off (within the confines of the law, of course) to the 
hospital.   
 
 In the background of all of that ransacking, they were arresting the uninsured driver who 
had been drinking and then blew through a red light to run into my wife’s car.  After talking to 
police, my wife, and reviewing the pictures– this is what I think happened:  you can see from 
the photos there are impacts on the front, and both sides– essentially, at high speed the drunk 
driver hit my wife’s car in a near head-on hit to the left/front side, which then caused my wife’s 
car to pivot against the very large truck, and take an impact laterally where the truck drove up 
along her left side and threw my wife’s car into the other lane of traffic, where she was impacted 
again on the right-front side before coming to a rest.  The airbags never deployed, and her head 
was slammed against the steering column at least three times from three impacts. 
 
 Fortunately, after CT scans at the hospital, we learned that though she has a lot of neck 
and back muscle damage, she had broken no bones and tore no ligaments, though the follow-up 
dental visit the next days revealed strained dental ligaments... I did not know that was a thing, 
but apparently it is; I think that is were your teeth get knocked loosey-goosey.   That’s my term 
for it, which I assume the medical establishment will soon adopt.  Unfortunately, after being re-
leased from the hospital, it soon became apparent and then diagnosed after about a week, that 
she was also suffering the effects of a concussion.  Narcolepsy, short term memory inability, 
headaches, dizziness and the inability to focus, look upwards, or look at screens or talk to any 
person whose head is moving.   
 
 Worse, when you are hit by a car the insurance companies start flooding your inbox and 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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voice mails with demands for responses to their questions and for paperwork, etc. etc.  When 
one has a concussion, one cannot respond to these things.  And let me tell you, the insurance 
companies certainly seem to have a desire to settle things quickly while you are off balance.  My 
office floor is spread out with correspondence and documents from my wife’s employer, multi-
ple doctors, three different insurance adjustors (auto, medical, short-term disability)- even as a 
lawyer (albeit one that does not do insurance litigation), the process is so overwhelming and un-
relenting, I cannot imagine what I would do if I were a civilian with a regular job that didn’t al-
low me as much time and freedom as I have.  Similarly, as people of means and education, we 
can throw our weight around with the adjustors and the medical community to get appointments 
and take time to get to those appointments without worrying about earning enough to feed our 
daughter. 
 
 Speaking of, Savitri and I have had to take it to a whole 
other level in terms of Daddy-Daughter bonding.  Literally, I 
have had her strapped to my back whenever possible just to give 
my wife time to rest and recuperate.  I even tried the first couple 
of nights to get up in the middle of the night and do all the feed-
ing, but Savitri does not like that.  Not one bit.  And sometimes, 
my one year old does not take into account my emotions when 
issuing such emphatic rejections.  She makes up for it during the 
day though, where she has taken to chasing me wherever I go.  
Also, I get to put both her and her mother down for enforced 
naps and rest simultaneously, and during that time I scramble to 
do all the work that needs doing including wrestling with insur-
ance companies and doctors.  Luckily for us, my parents came 

for three weeks, and 
our neighbors and 
friends have been 
fantastic in helping 
with food and respite 
child care and giving 
us company. Even 
though my wife can’t remember which finger a wed-
ding ring goes on, three weeks after the accident I 
know we will recover and move forward.   
 
 The real good news in all of this, is that we 
are in a position to weather this storm.  So many 
people aren’t, including all of the good people look-
ing for help from volunteer lawyer programs like 
LAW Advocates. (see page 5)  Just simply being 
able to organize someone’s papers is more than 
many busy people can handle– a few minutes of 
your time can save another person weeks of stress 
and worry that they should spend recuperating and 
recovering.  I would encourage you to do so if you 
feel sympathy arising in your soul. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


