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Top Stories! 
 Letter from Judge Deborra Garrett re: Open Seat in Next Election  2 
 Want to Be Sworn into the Bar in Whatcom County? - See WYL! 3 
 Debt Collection Clinic          4 
 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment—Breakfast   5-6  
 Tale of Prurient Interest:  Disbarments, Strip Clubs, Father-in-laws,  
  and Trust Accounts         7 
  
 

Your Regular Favorites! 
 The President’s Column—  On a break       n/a  
 Classifieds—    Jobs, office space & services!   5 
 Pro Bono Connection—   Also, On a break      n/a 
 Rajeev’s Musings—   Suspiciously, also, on a break   n/a 
 Fantastic Ads & Deals!—   Our Proud Sponsors             10-13 
 Bar Meeting Minutes & Treasurer Reports—      8-9 
 

Calendar!  

 WYL Happy Hour (Mar. 18, 5:00 to 7:00pm)     3 
 WWL Happy Hour (Apr. 9, 4:45 to 7:00pm)      3 
 100th Birthday of the 19th Amendment—LAW Breakfast (Apr. 30) 5-6 
  

Superlative 

Disclaimer: 
The information & various arti-

cles contained within this publi-

cation have not been checked for 

accuracy. All opinions expressed 

are those of the authors and do 

not reflect the opinions of the Bar 

Association, the Journal, or the 

agents thereof. 

 
 
On  Mar. 4th!  (2020)   At High Noon!   

At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham. 
 

Guest Speakers:  No speaker for March -- Social 
Hour!. 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per-
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of 
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, 
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek  and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/  

SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County? 
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min. 
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available.  New carpet, LED lighting, sign-
age. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN.  720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA 
98233.  For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.   

Join Whatcom Women Lawyers for Happy Hour in Spring: 
 
When:  April 9th, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.  Where:  The Local Public House (1427 Railroad Ave. 
                   Bellingham, WA) 
First drink is on us! Everyone is welcome. 
 
Mark you calendars for upcoming happy hours  every "Third Wednesday" of the Month.  

Join Whatcom Young Lawyers for Happy Hour  & To Maybe 
Get Sworn In? 
 
Whatcom Young Lawyers is holding a happy hour at The Cabin (307 W Holly St) on 
Wednesday March 18 from 5-7pm. We are also coordinating with the Superior Court 
to schedule a swearing in ceremony and Whatcom Young Lawyers will be organizing a 
happy hour following the ceremony. It will be sometime in April. Details TBD. Mean-
while, any individuals interested in participating in the swearing in ceremony should 
contact Ian McCurdy. Phone: 360-671-6565; Email imccurdy@adelstein.com 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
mailto:imccurdy@adelstein.com
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Court disbars lawyer who used money from his trust 
account to run strip club 
By Debra Cassens Weiss in the ABA Journal 
February 11, 2020 
 
The court disbarred lawyer Brett Hartley last month based on a referee’s Nov. 1 report that found 
he misappropriated client funds and abruptly abandoned his law practice.  
 
A bar audit found Hartley used his attorney trust account as a business operating account for an 
adult entertainment business in Jacksonville, Florida, called Flash Dancers.  Hartley had testified 
that funds for the business were deposited into his trust account because he was unable to find a 
bank that would allow him to operate a business checking account for an adult nightclub. 
 
Client funds were also used to support Hartley’s drug addiction and pay his expenses, including 
travel to and from Colorado, the Florida referee had found.  Hartley was suspended in December 
2018 for failing to comply with a bar subpoena for trust account records. He failed to notify other 
clients who had paid retainers before he abandoned his law practice, according to the referee. 
 
One of the clients who apparently lost funds entrusted to Hartley was his father-in-law, the referee 
said.  Hartley’s father-in-law gave Hartley $255,000 to fund a trust and open a checking account 
on his behalf. Hartley was to pay disbursements to his father-in-law from the checking account. 
Hartley paid two disbursements to his father-in-law, then stopped payment on a third check for 
$5,000, the referee said. Hartley told his father-in-law that the problem was due to an issue with 
the Florida Bar, and he would pay the money within a week. Hartley never sent the money.  
 
The father-in-law learned of Hartley’s suspension by checking the Florida Bar’s website, the ref-
eree said. Hartley couldn’t be reached at his office number, so the father-in-law called Hartley at a 
phone number listed in a Facebook post.  Hartley told his father-in-law he no longer had his mon-
ey because he invested it in real estate, the referee said. 
 
The referee also said Hartley depleted $10,000 from a client that was supposed to be used to pay 
restitution in a criminal matter and kept more than $26,000 from a client that was supposed to be 
used to pay rent in a business eviction lawsuit.  He told another client who had paid a $10,000 re-
tainer that they needed to pay him $8,200 in restitution for their daughter’s criminal case, the ref-
eree said. There was no order for restitution.   
 
Hartley also stopped responding to inquiries while holding $225,000 for a client who was pur-
chasing a business, the referee said.  

https://www.abajournal.com/news/article/state-supreme-court-disbars-lawyer-who-used-money-from-his-trust-account-to-run-strip-club?utm_source=salesforce_169443&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=salesforce_169443&sc_sid=
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC  
 

Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has 
joined the firm as an associate attorney.  
 
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experi-
ence handling serious felonies at the Whatcom 
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US 
District Court, and for the Federal Public De-
fenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal ca-
reer, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter 
during which time he won an Emmy for his 
work.  
 
Jackson’s practice includes 
defense of individuals ac-
cused of criminal conduct, 
appellate work, employment 
actions, wrongful discrimina-
tion, civil rights, and vacat-
ing criminal convictions. 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


