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LAW Advocates� Project SAFER suffers huge funding hit 
Program for domestic violence 
victims may need new home 
By Kirsten Barron 
LAW Advocates Board Chair 

There probably 
isn�t a lawyer in 
Whatcom County 
who doesn�t know 
about LAW Ad-
vocates� Project 
SAFER.  One rea-
son it is so well 
known is that it 
has been staffed 

by terrific lawyers, including Laurie Pow-
ers, Brian Valentine and Pam Englett.  
Another reason is the importance of the 
work.  SAFER provides the most critical 
legal services to some of the county�s 
most desperate folks, victims of domestic 
violence. 

Project SAFER assigns lawyers to 
obtain emergency orders providing for the 
safety of domestic violence victims and 
their children, economic support and visi-
tation.  The goal is to get these orders in 
place immediately and deal with the ur-
gent details so the private bar can then 
step in to finish the case. 

The project has helped hundreds of 
victims of domestic violence and their 
families.  A U.S. Department of Justice 

study conducted several years ago found 
that programs like SAFER are the single 
most important factor in breaking the cy-
cle of domestic violence. 

That�s the good news.  But what�s 
with the bad news highlighted in this arti-
cle�s headline?  Simply put, LAW Advo-
cates has lost $94,000 in federal funding � 
about 75 percent of the SAFER budget.  I 
will not go into all of the funding details, 
which include the DOJ, DSHS, CTED, 
OCLA, Law Fund, NW Justice, the Su-
preme Court, the Access to Justice Board, 
the WSBA and many others.  (Although if 
anyone is interested, you won�t be sur-
prised to learn that I have a lot to say 
about this process.  I mean A LOT!!)  The 
bottom line is that Project SAFER�s fed-
eral funding was cut off as of October 
2005, with almost no notice. 

The Legal Foundation of Washington 
immediately provided us with enough 
funding to carry us through December, 
and it approved another grant that will get 
us through March of 2006.  We have come 
up with a plan to run a half-time program 
from April to June of 2006.  After that 
there is no certainty about the program. 

I still haven�t figured out how we are 
going to tell a woman whose husband has 
a knife to her throat in front of her chil-
dren that she will have to wait for help.  

J A N U A R Y  B A R  L U N C H  
The January WCBA lunch and meeting will be at noon Wednes-
day, January 4, 2006, at Northwood Hall.  The monthly business 
meeting will begin promptly at 12:15 p.m.  The guest speaker will 
be Michael F. Knapp, who was recently appointed as Ferndale 
Chief of Police. Please Recycle 
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I am Jeffrey Lustick and in Janu-
ary 2006, I officially begin my 
term as Whatcom County Bar 
Association President. 

This year culminates a journey 
that began for me in the fall of 

2002, when Past Bar President David Nelson asked 
me if I would like to be the 2003 secretary. Dave was 
headed into a Past President�s Committee nomination 
panel and thought I was a good fit for the position. I 
really enjoyed attending bar lunches and didn�t mind 
helping out, so I agreed. 

AFTER �FAT FINGERING� my way through 
typing up three or four meeting minutes, then-Bar 
President Chase VanGorder asked me to take over as 
bar Newsletter editor from Robert Olson.  Becoming 
a bit concerned about my professional workload, and 
relying on the promise that it wouldn�t be a perma-
nent position, I reluctantly accepted. 

Apparently, my lack of typing ability didn�t faze 
anyone, and in 2004 I was asked to be treasurer.  
Ironically, the only things worse than my typing are 
my math and accounting skills.  As treasurer I was 
responsible for processing annual membership appli-
cations, changes of addresses and dues.  Again, keep-
ing up with these duties had me concerned, as my 
professional workload was steadily increasing, too. 

However, the strong leadership of then-Bar 
President Loch Clark motivated me. Thankfully, I 
was also aided by the volunteer assistance of Val 
Henderson at Loch�s office, who helped keep things 
tidy and organized at the bank. 

When 2004 started, I really wanted to shed the 
Newsletter gig and even had someone willing to take 
it over.  But vice-president nominee Elizabeth Li said 

that she wouldn�t serve as bar president unless I 
agreed to do the Newsletter another year.   I guess I 
was flattered, but I really liked working on the News-
letter, so I signed on as both the treasurer and editor.  
It was great fun and I really felt that I learned a lot 
about accounting and strategic planning while serving 
on the WCBA board that year. 

Then came 2005, and I was asked by Elizabeth to 
serve as Vice-president and President-elect.  Well, I 
thought for once I would be able to be the freeloader 
on the board and do nothing all year!  But gosh darn 
it if Elizabeth didn�t stipulate that I had to also serve 
as editor. I couldn�t say no to Elizabeth, and I�m 
really glad that I remained on the board doing both 
jobs. 

And here I am now, beginning my fourth year on 
the board and serving as the association�s president.  
I�m glad to have the opportunity to lead this excellent 
organization.  My workload is busier then ever, but 
fortunately the exceptionally talented Mike Heatherly 
has taken over the Newsletter this year.  That allows 
me to focus on the president�s duties.  Mike joins a 
long line of visionary editors who came before him, 
notably Rob Olson, Deb Lev, and Dave Nelson.  
Thank you Mike for doing this!   

I�LL HAVE SOME FOCAL ISSUES this year, 
starting with bypassing courthouse security for attor-
neys and staff members, more funding for LAW Ad-
vocates, and preserving the WCBA history.  I�ll take 
time later in this column and at bar meetings to better 
explain what I have in mind.  But for now, I�m ex-
cited about this opportunity and thankful for all of 
you who took time to mentor me in my professional 
life and who motivated me to remain active and keep 
serving in the greatest county bar association any-
where! For this I say, THANK YOU! 

Submissions for publication in the Whatcom County Bar Newsletter should be directed to the Editor, Michael 
Heatherly, 114 West Magnolia Street, Suite # 104, Bellingham, Washington 98225, Phone: (360) 312-
5156, FAX (360) 671-6275, E-mail: northwestdrg@mhpro57.com, or sent via 4th Corner Network Service.  
Please submit submissions no later than the 15th of each month.  When submitting items via e-mail, 
please use MS Word format. Photos in JPEG, BMP or PIX formats can be received and printed as well. 

The President  Speaks 
By Jeffrey A. Lustick, Esq.  

Hello and thank you! 
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That may sound melodramatic, but it is the reality of 
these folks� lives.  We wait and someone may die.  Or 
a child may suffer a wound that cannot be healed with 
stitches.  Waiting � when we know how to prevent 
something � seems senseless. Because it is. 

The LAW Advocates Board has been working 
through these issues for the last several months.  We 
do not have a lot of confidence that we will be able to 
raise almost $100,000 annually.  Our fundraising ef-
forts outside the bar have not been fruitful.  It seems 
few people out there, including our clients, want to 
hand money to lawyers.  The bar is generous, but we 
would all need to quadruple our contributions for this 
program to survive, i.e. those giving $350 would need 
to give $1,400; a $5,000 donation would have to be 
$20,000. 

THIS IS NOT JUST ANOTHER PLEA for 
money from me, Ron Morgan, or LAW Advocates. 
Rather this is a reality check � one that has significant 
and potentially far-reaching implications for us as 
lawyers and as members of our greater community.  
The loss of Project SAFER�s funding involves funda-

mental issues: access to justice, social justice and so-
cial service. 

At this point, the reality is that LAW Advocates 
is looking for a new home for SAFER.  It may make 
more sense for the project to be housed in Northwest 
Justice Project or one of the domestic violence agen-
cies.  However, there still will be opportunities for 
LAW Advocates to work with Project SAFER.  In 
fact, our support and cooperation will be critical in 
ensuring its continued success. 

Those last sentences were really hard for me to 
write.  I admit that despite the reality of the situation 
and the necessity of moving toward a transition of 
Project SAFER, I remain a little in denial about its 
plight.   I�m still willing to imagine that one day in 
the very near future we will open the mail and find a 
check for $100,000, a big, hurkin� (and I mean J. Lo. 
BIG!!!) diamond, or the �golden ticket� that will en-
able us to continue the project in its present form. 

No matter how we resolve this dilemma, I am 
passionate about the work Project SAFER does, the 
families whose lives we protect, and the endless de-
votion by the SAFER staff.  I am grateful for your 
support over the years and ask that you continue to 
help us sustain this vital program. 

Project SAFER 
(Continued from p. 1) 
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Whatcom County District Court Judges Matt Elich and Dave Grant have 
announced they will expand the Court�s services for 2006 by offering 
evening court sessions.  The Court will conduct semi-monthly evening 
sessions for civil small claims, traffic mitigations and contested infrac-
tions. The 2006 evening calendar can be found on the District Court 
website: www.co.whatcom.wa.us/districtcourt/nightcourt.jsp#calendar. 
 

Small Claims: Small Claims proceedings will be conducted at the first evening session each month, from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m.  During small claims sessions, the District Court Clerk�s Office will not be open to the public.  Participants 
for each case should proceed directly to the assigned courtroom on the 4th floor of the courthouse.  Courthouse doors 
close at 6:30 p.m., so all participants must report on time in order for their cases to be heard.  The scheduling of eve-
ning small claims cases are voluntary and available only upon request of the Plaintiff. If the Defendant does not wish 
to participate in evening court, the matter will be set during a regular daytime small claims calendar.  Contact the Dis-
trict Court Clerk�s Office at 676-6770 for scheduling. 

Traffic Mitigations and Contested Infractions: Traffic mitigation and contested infraction cases will be heard at 
the second evening session of each month.  The District Court Clerk�s Office will be open to the public during this 
time.  Traffic mitigations will be heard at 5:00 p.m., and contested infractions will be heard at 5:30 p.m.  Courthouse 
doors close at 6:30 p.m., so participants must report on time in order for their cases to be heard.  For contested traffic 
infractions, only those cases in which a speed-measuring-device expert is not requested by the ticketed driver will be 
allowed.  The experts are not available after normal business hours.  Contact the District Court Clerk�s Office for 
scheduling. 

Night Court comes 
to Whatcom County 
(Sadly, Judge Harry, Bull 
& Mac not involved) 



A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & 
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Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner Jr., (R-Wis.), a leading 
immigration restrictionist in the House of Representatives, 
has introduced a far-reaching immigration enforcement 
bill.  Entitled the �Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and 
Illegal Immigration Control Act� (HR 4437), the bill will 
have wide implications for citizens and non-citizens alike 
if passed into law, or if parts of it survive to a new bill. HR 
4437 has already passed the House Judiciary Committee 
and as of this writing is receiving much debate in the 
House and in the press.  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
and many others have come out strongly against the bill. 

The existence of the bill highlights that there are 
strong competing views on the Hill on whether to ap-
proach U.S. immigration issues comprehensively, or with 
an enforcement-only mentality.  This bill could impact 
criminal law practice significantly in Whatcom County, 
particularly since it proposes to make criminals of all per-
sons in unlawful status. The bill is being taken seriously, 
and the Whatcom bar should be interested that such far-
reaching changes are being discussed.  Here are some of 
the things this bill would do: 

• Make unlawful presence in the United States a fel-
ony � at taxpayers� expense.  §203 of the bill will make 
felons of the approximately 11 million out-of- status non-
citizens in the United States.  It appears that the drafters of 
this section failed to note the constitutional right to coun-
sel in such circumstances, which can�t be legislated away.  
Currently the issue of lawful presence is handled in civil 
administrative proceedings.  This section of the bill has the 
potential to overwhelm the courts, not to mention the 
workloads of prosecutors, public defenders, and police. 

• Increase the applicability of mandatory detention 
laws without regard for the cost, the scarce detention re-
sources available, or the wisdom of taking such action in 
the first place.  

• Waive constitutional rights for non-immigrants.  
Non-immigrants would waive their constitutional right to 
due process of law as a condition of entry.   

• Limit Judicial Review. The bill expands the expe-
dited removal program to apply to all non-immigrants. 
Persons are typically placed into expedited removal on the 
decision of the Border Patrol or Customs and Border Pro-
tection, upon which they are removed, barred from re-

entry, and judicial review is unavailable.  Anyone who has 
crossed the border locally knows this is an awful lot of 
discretion to leave with officers.  Many restrictionists 
point to litigation as a problem with our immigration sys-
tem, and legislation limiting litigation rights has been fre-
quently proposed.  Advocates say litigation is sympto-
matic of a busted system, and tossing out the legal system 
is not the answer. 

• Increase penalties on employers who hire persons in 
unlawful status. 

• Make three DUI's a basis for removal, regardless of 
length of time in the US. 

• Reverse the Supreme Court�s decision on the unconsti-
tutionality of indefinite detentions.  The dissenting mem-
bers of the House Judiciary Committee stated, �In our 
opinion, the bill is so extreme that it is beyond repair.� 
Notably, in an effort to promote the bill in Whatcom 
County, volunteers from the Minutemen said they would 
watch the borders for a weekend in December. The organi-
zation�s local activities have decidedly been mostly to gain 
the attention of the press. 

Briefly 
• The Department of Homeland Security has the authority to de-
cide to waive all applicable environmental laws, for the singular 
pursuit of completing a fence on the border to deter smuggling and 
illegal immigration, according to a U.S. District Court Judge in San 
Diego.  Environmentalists argued the project could destroy coastal 
sage scrub habitat for bird and other sensitive plant and animal spe-
cies, while the proponents of the decision said it was a matter of 
national security.  The Court found Congress was within its power 
in granting the DHS such authority. 

• The Border Patrol continues to test unmanned aerial vehicles, aka 
drones, on the southern border, to monitor illegal crossings. The 
$14 million drone reportedly can exceed 250 mph and usually hov-
ers between 15,000 and 20,000 feet above ground while working.  
A Border Patrol spokesman says the drone has helped capture over  
1,000 illegal crossings and over 400 pounds of controlled sub-
stances. 

• According to a U.S. Department of Labor press release, Com-
putech Inc., a Michigan firm that specializes in the placement of 
computer professionals, has agreed to pay $2.25 million in back 
wages to 232 computer professionals, as well as $400,000 for immi-
gration law violations. Computech had brought non-immigrant H-
1B workers into the U.S., but failed to pay them the required profes-
sional rates for the areas in which they were employed. 

Bill would expand criminal status, affect local justice system 
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By Jeffrey B. Teichert 
  The U.S. Supreme Court�s decision in Kelo v. New 

London1 (�Kelo�) sparked public outrage nationwide in 
2005 for its broad definition of the power of eminent do-
main, which permits the taking of �private property for 
public use.�2  To the surprise of many, a recent Washington 
Supreme Court case appears to similarly expand the doc-
trine under our state�s laws. 

In Kelo, the Court defined eminent domain broadly 
enough to permit the taking of private property in New 
London, Conn., for the purpose of transferring it to a pri-
vate developer to stimulate the local economy and increase 
tax revenue.  Washington�s Attorney General responded to 
public concern by stating that the same result was unlikely 
here because our Constitution prohibits taking private prop-
erty for other private use: 

The Washington State Constitution prohibits the use 
of the power of eminent domain to condemn private 
property for private use and reserves to the judiciary 
the role in determining what constitutes a public use. 

The Washington Supreme Court has defined the 
�public benefit� limitation more narrowly than the 
definition used [in Kelo].  Accordingly, the condem-
nation of private property for the type of develop-
ment at issue in the Kelo case would likely be evalu-
ated as a matter of state constitutional law under 
standards that are potentially more protective of pri-
vate property rights than those used by the U.S. Su-
preme Court today.3 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL�S statement fol-
lowed conventional wisdom among members of the Wash-
ington Bar that our state Constitution was sufficiently pro-
tective of private property that Kelo would not permit tak-
ings for essentially private use under the pretext of generat-
ing economic growth and tax revenue. 

Surprisingly, when the Supreme Court of Washington 
considered a substantially similar issue in October 2005 in 
HTK Management, L.L.C. v. Seattle Popular Monorail Au-
thority (�Seattle Monorail�)4, the Court articulated a rule 
similar to that adopted in Kelo. 

In Seattle Monorail, the Seattle Monorail Authority 
condemned private property for the Pioneer Square mono-
rail station.  Although the footprint of the intended station 
was to occupy no more than half the affected tract, the Au-
thority condemned the entire tract, and the city reserved the 
right to sell the surplus property to private developers.  The 
Court held there was no constitutional impediment to a 
city�s condemning a piece of land for one use, then chang-
ing the use after condemnation. 

The Supreme Court analyzed the monorail case under 

the long-established criteria that: 

For a proposed condemnation to be lawful, the con-
demning authority must prove that (1) the use is 
really public, (2) the public interest requires it, and 
(3) the property appropriated is necessary for that 
purpose.5 

While at face value these criteria are vigorously pro-
tective of property rights, the Court declined to limit the 
power to condemn property to the portion of the tract nec-
essary to effectuate the public purpose.  The Court held: 

[D]eterminations by the condemning authority as to 
the type and extent of property interest necessary to 
carry out the public purpose have historically been 
considered legislative questions and are thus ana-
lyzed under the third prong of the test[.]6 

The Supreme Court�s holding is squarely at odds with 
the requirement of Washington�s Constitution that: 

Whenever an attempt is made to take private prop-
erty for a use alleged to be public, the question 
whether the contemplated use be really public shall 
be a judicial question, and determined as such with-
out regard to any legislative assertion that the use is 
public.7 

According to this provision, the Court clearly should 
not have deferred to legislative determinations of public 
use.  As Justice Jim Johnson said in dissent: 

It is stupefying that the majority claims that we must 
give "great weight" to [legislative] determinations 
when our constitution mandates that this "shall be a 
judicial question, and determined as such, without 
regard to any legislative assertion that the use is 
public." Const. art. I, §  16.8 

Justice Johnson went on to argue for the principle that 
the exercise of eminent domain authority should be no 
broader than necessary to accomplish the public use. 

In view of the public outcry over Kelo, Seattle Mono-
rail virtually guarantees that broad definition of �public 
use� in eminent domain cases will remain an issue in 
Washington courts for the foreseeable future. 

1 ______ U.S. _____, 125 S. Ct. 2655, 162 L. Ed. 2d 439 (2005). 
2 U.S. CONST., amend. 5. 
3 http://www.atg.wa.gov/releases/rel_EminentDomain_062405.html. 
4 ___ Wn.2d ___, 121 P.3d 1166 (2005). 
5 Id. 
6 Id. 
7 WASH. CONST., art. 1, sec. 16. 
8 Id. (Johnson, J., dissenting).  

State high court expands government power to take private land 
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ASSISTANT CITY ATTOR-
NEY-PROSECUTOR, City of 
Bellingham.  Salary range $4,558 - 
$5,540/mo.  (2005 rates).  Position 
works primarily in criminal prose-
cution, including misdemeanors, 
gross misdemeanors & municipal 
ordinance violations in Municipal 
C o u r t .   V i s i t  ou r  we b 
site:  www.cob.org, Employment, 
for more info & applic. mat'ls, or 
call  (360) 676-6855,  ext . 
599.  Closes:  1/13/06, 5 pm. EOE. 

WILL NOTICE: 
If you or someone you know executed the will of 
Sharon Joan Nelson, a Bellingham resident who 
recently passed away, please contact the Elder 
Law Offices of Barry M. Meyers, P.S., at (360) 
647-8846. 

Please approach the Bench . . . for lunch 
Whatcom County District Court Judges Matt Elich and Dave Grant invite interested members of the Bar to 
join them for informal meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  The meetings will start at 11:30 
a.m. in Judge Elich�s courtroom.  The meetings can include any topic of interest to the Bar. 

MY DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING 
PART VI 

By Tim Carpenter 

False alarm.  Due to weather concerns, the De-
cember 2, 2005, hearing was cancelled.  It is to be 
heard, tentatively, January 30, 2006.  Anyway, the 
last installment was entirely too maudlin. 

However, I can take this opportunity to clear up 
some rumors: 
1) I am not dying; 
2) I am not going into the grocery business; 
3) I am not moving away from the area; 

4) I am not resigning from the practice of law.  I am 
just going to do it on a limited basis, and on my 
terms. 

Whatcom County Superior Court Judge Ira Uhrig and his 
wife, Kristin, announce the birth of daughter Nellie Rose 
Uhrig on November 19, 2005.  Born at St. Joseph Hospi-
tal, she measured 21 inches and 8 pounds, 1 ounce.  
Nellie is the couple�s first daughter, joining four sons.  
Judge Uhrig notes she was the smallest baby of them all, 
by nearly half a pound.  Nellie was named for the Judge�s 
great grandmother, Nellie Quinn Yeager, who died in 
1909, when his grandfather, Ira Yeager, was just 9 years 
old.  �We had always told him that if we had a girl we 
would name her Nellie,� Judge Uhrig said.  �Though he 
died almost 5 years ago, we kept our promise.� 

Their 5th Amendment 

Uhrigs celebrate joinder of  new party 

Nellie Rose Uhrig: I�m cuuuuuuuuute! 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 312-5156 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

WELL-ESTABLISHED BEL-
LINGHAM LAW FIRM seeks 
associate attorney.  Minimum 2-5 
years domestic experience re-
quired.  Salary DOE plus benefits.  
Send Resumes to Tario & Associ-
ates, P.S., 119 N. Commercial St. 
#1000, Bellingham, WA 98225, 
Attn: Michael J. Tario. 

TAX PREP/ACCOUNTING.  
Stay-at-home mom with inactive 
C.P.A. license, experienced in sm. 
business, A/R, personal taxes, 
B&O taxes and payroll.  Very rea-
sonable rates.  Call Christine at 
(360) 510-2560. 



MINUTES OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION  
Meeting Date:  December 7, 2005 

Location:  Northwood Hall, Bellingham, WA 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at approximately 12:20 pm by President Elizabeth Li. 

II. Recognition of the Judiciary and Guests.  The President recognized Judge Uhrig, Judge Snyder, Retired 
Judge Moynihan, Commissioner Thorn and Commissioner Smiley.  The guests were Donelle Fisch of 
Cascade Radio Group, Michael Kelps, and Judy Davis. 

III. Business: 

 A. Update on Whatcom County Court security:  Meeting has been postponed. 

 B. All officers for the 2006 WCBA have been elected:  Jeff Lustick, President; Tom Fryer, Vice-
President; Dominique Zervas, Secretary; Jennifer Willner, Treasurer.  

 C. Law Advocates:  Amy Robinson drew the winner for the monthly Pro Bono Prize Box: Tim Carpen-
ter won a gift certificate for Du Jour Bistro. 

IV. Announcements: 

 A. Whistler ski bus this Friday, 12/09/05. 

 B.  Dean Brett was made a US Magistrate. 

 C. WWL has elected new officers:  Dannon Traxler, President; Mary Dickinson, Vice-President; Deb-
orah Frederick, Secretary; Shannon Connor, Treasurer.  The Chapter representative is Amy Robinson. 

 D.  Judge Chuck Snyder announced that the annual Mock Trials will take place on February 11.  There 
will be six teams.  Eighteen raters and some judges will be needed. 

 E.  Phil Buri will hold a CLE on Ethics. 

 F.  Mary Swenson reminded everyone of Street Law sign-up. 

 G.  Belcher Swanson will host the Christmas party on Friday, 12/11/05 at 4:30 pm. 

V. Speaker:  Dr. Gary Namie lectured on Workplace Bullying:  The Ignored Harassment.  In 1977 he has 
established the WBTI, wrote �The Bully at Work,� conducted research, been recognized by the U.S. Pio-
neers, and consulted with businesses.  Dr. Namie was an expert witness in the 2005 Indiana state trial, known 
as the first �bullying trial.� 

VI. Adjournment: The President adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:08 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Junga Subedar 
Junga Subedar, WCBA Secretary 
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T O M  L E S T E R  A N D  D O U G L A S  H Y L D A H L  
A R E  P L E A S E D  T O  A N N O U N C E  T H E  
A D D I T I O N  O F  N A N C Y  N E A L  A S  A N  

A S S O C I A T E  W I T H  T H E  F I R M  O F   

LESTER & 
HYLDAHL, PLLC 

 
N A N C Y  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  E M P H A S I Z E  

L A N D L O R D / T E N A N T  I S S U E S  A N D  
C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E  

 
 

NANCY NEAL 
2 1 7  P R O S P E C T  S T R E E T  

B E L L I N G H A M ,  WA  9 8 2 2 5  

(3 6 0 )  7 3 3 - 5 7 7 4  
nne a l l a w @m sn.c o m  

We are pleased to announce the January 1, 2006 
expansion of our law firm: 

HALVORSON SAUNDERS & WILLNER, PLLC 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW ATTORNEYS 

Representing Management in: 

Employment Litigation 
Labor Law 

Regulatory Compliance 
Human Resources & Personnel Counseling 

Seattle            Bellingham 

999 Third Avenue, Suite 3800 Crown Plaza Building, Floor 4 
Seattle, WA  98104  114 W. Magnolia Street 
(206) 849-1066 (Halvorson) Bellingham, WA  98225 
(206) 386-7789 (Saunders)  (360) 392-3995 (Willner) 
Fax: (206) 386-7856  Fax:  (360) 392-6005 

ATTORNEYS: 
LARRY HALVORSON 

MIKE SAUNDERS 
JENNIFER WILLNER  

  Changes in Latitudes . . .Changes in Attitudes 

Carl Munson, a deputy prosecuting attorney with 
the Whatcom County Prosecutor's Office since 2003, has 
announced the opening of his new law firm in Belling-
ham.  Carl will focus on criminal de-
fense and practice family law as well.  
The Law Offices of Carl Munson 
opened on January 2, 2006, at the Fed-
eral building, 104 W. Magnolia, Room 
212.  Munson shares space with the firm 
of Maxwell & Webb, PLLC. 

Before moving to Whatcom 
County, Carl was a senior deputy crimi-
nal prosecutor in Yakima County, where 
he worked for five years.  He is a 1997 
graduate of Gonzaga Law School and graduated from the 
University of Washington in 1994 with a B.A. in history 
and political science.  Carl is married and has two chil-
dren, ages 3 and 9 months.  He welcomes referrals and 

can be reached at (360) 306-5821. 
Bellingham attorney Jennifer Willner has teamed 

up with Seattle attorneys Larry Halvorson and Mike 
Saunders to form an employment law firm 
with offices in both cities.  The firm fo-
cuses its practice on representing manage-
ment in the entire range of labor and em-
ployment law matters. 

Combined, the attorneys have over 50 
years of labor and employment law ex-
perience. They have represented numer-
ous employers and contractors, public 
employers, construction companies, truck-
ing concerns, manufacturers, service com-

panies, high-technology companies, nonprofit agencies 
and other organizations.  Jennifer can be reached at the 
Bellingham office: Crown Plaza Building, Floor 4, 114 
W. Magnolia St., (360) 392-3995. 
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Guardian Ad Litem Services  
For Family Law Cases 

David A. Nelson  
Member of the Whatcom County 

Guardian ad Litem Registry, and able 
to serve as a Guardian ad Litem in 
matters under R.C.W. Chapter 26 

Timely and fully cited reports that fulfill the 
court mandate in a definitive manner.  

Please contact my office for fee schedule, 
references & report sample 

 

David A. Nelson 
1811 �C� Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel:  676-9974 / Fax: 676-9978 
E-mail: nelson@nbf-law.com 

(360) 312-5156 

• MEDIATION 

• ARBITRATION 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

Save your client time and money 

N OR THW ES T D IS PU T E RE S OL U T ION  GR OU P 

Judge Moynihan Judge Nichols 

Loch Clark Mike Heatherly Karlene Weiland 

Our local judges 
and  attorneys will 
help you resolve 
your case through 
mediation or arbi-
tration.   Call or e-
mail us for more 
information. 

. . . and spare a trip to Seattle 

 

 

 

 

Your clients selling business and invest-
ment property may benefit from a §1031 
tax-deferred exchange. 

Dennis R. Williams, of DRW Exchange, 
Inc., has extensive expertise as a qualified 
intermediary in all types of exchanges, in-
cluding reverse and improvement ex-
changes. 

Refer your clients for an explanation of 
§1031 tax-deferred exchanges. 

http://
www.drwexchangeinc.com 

Bellingham Towers Suite 1340 
119 North Commercial            
Bellingham, WA 98225 

 

Support your WCBA 
Newsletter . . .  
Quarter-, half-, and full-

page ad spaces available, from $25/mo. 
Contact editor Mike Heatherly at: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com, 312-5156 

Have news about your practice?  Personnel 
Changes?  Personal Announcements?   Send 
them to the editor.  We prefer e-mails to 
the above address, with the copy for your 
article attached as an MS Word .doc file. 

ADVERTISE HERE!! 


