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.   The May Bar Lunch and Meeting will be at Noon Wednesday, May 3, 
2006, at Northwood Hall.  The monthly business meeting will begin 
promptly at 12:15 pm.  This month's guest speaker will be Whatcom 
County Medical Examiner Dr Gary Goldfogel, MD, who will debunk the 
myths of the television CSI dramas and discuss the art and science of 
forensic criminology.    
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Recent efforts to drag Whatcom County 
Courthouse technology into the 21st century 
have reached even the building�s musty 
bowels, where the law library has under-
gone a Joan Rivers-scale makeover. 

Although still lacking extravagances 
such as windows, the library has vastly ex-
panded its collection and added a second 
computer.  Moreover, non-musty Librarian 
Virginia Tucker will assist users in navigat-
ing the new, mostly online, research 
sources.  She�ll even e-mail materials to 
users upon  request. 

PREVIOUSLY, the library�s contract 
with Westlaw provided access to only the 
most basic databases: state and federal 
cases, RCWA, WAC, USCA, Washington 
Practice, the Washington Court Rules and 
American Jurisprudence 2d (AmJur).  An 
overhaul of the Westlaw deal has added 
scores of additional databases, including 
the complete American Law Reports 
(ALR), specialized AmJur materials such 
as forms for pleadings and business docu-
ments,  Causes of Action, Federal Practice 
& Procedure (Wright & Miller), all edi-
tions of The Restatements of the Law, Jury 
Verdicts Northwest and all available law 
reviews and bar journals. 

The library also has added CLE desk 
books for the following areas of practice: 
family law, community property, appeals, 

estate planning and probate, with material 
on wills to be added soon. 

Perhaps most 
impressive of all, 
the library has 
acquired rare and 
mu c h - s o u g h t -
after digital cop-
ies of the January 
through May, 
2006, issues of 
the Whatcom 
County Bar Asso-
ciation Newslet-
ter. 

For the nos-
talgic and the 
technology disin-
clined, the library continues to carry and 
update manually operated hardcover ver-
sions of the Pacific Reporter, Federal Supp 
2d, Federal Reporter 3d, Washington Prac-
tice, Washington Digest, Supreme Court 
Digest, AmJur 2d, RCWA, USCA, the 
court rules, Washington Reports, Washing-
ton Appellate Reports, Session Laws of 
Washington and Washington Lawyers� 
Practice Manual. 

With so many new sources available -- 
including high-page-count sources such as 
law review articles -- Tucker encourages 

(Continued on page 2) 

Still in the basement �  but totally pimped out! 

Law library overhauled, updated for better service 

Head Law Librarian Vir-
ginia Tucker: �Shhhhhhh.  
This is the law library.  
Lawyers are trying to sleep 
in here. 
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MY DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING; PART VII 
By Tim Carpenter 

Well, the Disciplinary Board has finally issued its recommendation.  It took about two months after holding the 
appeal hearing requested by the Washington State Bar Association. 

As I previously reported, the standard for review of the facts is "substantial evidence," and the review of the con-
clusions of law and hearing officer's decision is de novo. 

The board has overruled the hearing officer's decision that there were no aggravating factors, deciding there 
were two. The first was a finding of multiple offenses.  To get there the board did not consider the totality of the rep-
resentation issues, but instead decided since there were two lawsuits, there were two offenses.  The second aggravat-
ing factor was my "substantial experience in the practice of law" (even though my thirty years of practice without a 
history of discipline is a mitigating factor).  The board also found that the mitigating factor - no dishonest or selfish 
motive - was not supported by the record. 

The hearing officer had found that the presumptive sanction was admonition, but did not impose it under the cir-
cumstances.  The board found that the presumptive sanction was suspension for six months, but after balancing the 
aggravating and mitigating factors recommended a suspension of two months. 

The matter is now before the supreme court for review.  This may take some time, so I may not have a substan-
tive update for a while. 

Tucker Hardcover 

users to bring in a flash drive device to save the output, 
rather than relying on the library�s overworked printer.  
The library�s computers have USB ports for connecting 
flash drives. 

Or take advantage of Tucker�s invitation to send you 
what you need via email. This has worked well for 
lengthy legal and business forms, making them easily 
�tweakable� by attorneys for their own specific uses, she 
says. 

The library�s upgrades were made possible by a 
combination of efforts, Tucker says.  This included dis-
continuing a hardcopy subscription (Federal Rules Deci-

sions), receiving additional funds from the library�s 
statutory allotment from court filing fees, and making a 
long-range contract commitment, which capped future 
price increases.  Meanwhile, the addition of more online 
subscriptions cut the hardcopy subscription prices in 
half.  Tucker also thanks the local bar for its continuing 
support of the library. 
Tucker invites everyone in the local legal community to 
stop in and get re-oriented to the library.  For more infor-
mation, or to request material by e-mail, contact her at: 
e-mail vtucker@ co.whatcom.wa.us, phone (360) 676-
6556 or fax (360) 676-7727. 

(Continued from page 1) 

■ Educated at three of the West Coast�s most prestigious 
academic institutions (Stanford, University of California at 
Berkeley, Whatcom Community College) 
■ Interests include music, in which she holds a bachelor�s 
degree 
■ Was once head librarian of the Stanford physics library 
■ Is a lecturer for the School of Library and Information 
Science at San José State University 

■ Educated at three lesser-known schools (The Uptight 
Academy for Girls, Highcollar College and The Institute 
for Advanced Dewey Decimal System Studies) 
■ Avoids music because it could lead to dancing, which 
could lead to . . . well, you know what 
■ Considers the word �physics� a little risqué 
■ Once lectured a boy named José for 45 minutes after he 
improperly aligned a book on the library shelf 

A Tale of  Two Librarians 
Whatcom County Head Law Librarian Virginia Tucker has al-
most nothing in common with your high school librarian, Miss 
Cornelia Hardcover.  The Newsletter notes some key differ-
ences: 



Discovery Sanctions Can Differ 
Based on Which CR Used 

When a party withholds a document from discovery, 
the trial court can sanction the party under one of two 
rules: CR 26(g) or CR 37(b).  The Supreme Court in 
Mayer v. Sto Industries, __ Wn.2d __, __ P.3d __ (April 
6, 2006) recently made CR 26(g) the better choice for a 
monetary award. 

Sto Industries made synthetic stucco for the exterior 
of houses that worked well in dry climates.  But as plain-
tiffs Kurt and Pam Mayer discovered, the stucco did not 
keep moisture out, and the Mayers suffered dry rot 
around their windows and exterior walls.  The Mayers 
filed consumer protection act and product liability 
claims.  After a lengthy trial, a Pierce County jury found 
for the defense. 

Then the Mayers discovered the smoking gun. 
Sto�s technical service manager had written a memo 

in 1991 that concluded the synthetic stucco was inher-
ently flawed.  (Despite this memo, the manager testified 
at the Mayer trial that the stucco was just fine.)  An attor-
ney in North Carolina working on similar stucco claims 
found the memo and sent it to the Mayers� counsel.  The 
Mayers had a second trial, and the jury awarded damages 
of $266,653.75. 

The trial court then sanctioned Sto severely for its 
discovery violations, including $468,147.29 in attorneys� 
fees and $276,732.75 in interest for the first trial; 
$33,717 in fees for the first appeal; and $352,693.50 in 
fees and $48,691.05 in costs for the second trial. 

Here�s where the difference between CR 26(g) and 
37(b) kicks in:  under Burnet v. Spokane Ambulance, 131 
Wn.2d 484, 933 P.2d 1036 (1997), a trial court awarding 
�harsher remedies� under CR 37(b) must consider a 
lesser sanction, find a willful violation, and find substan-
tial prejudice.  Does the Burnet test apply to a monetary 
award under CR 26(g)? 

The Supreme Court answered �no,� distinguishing 
monetary awards from non-monetary sanctions such as 
excluding evidence or entering a default judgment.  The 
Court remarked, �The reference in Burnet to the harsher 
remedies allowable under CR 37(b) applies to such reme-
dies as dismissal, default, and the exclusion of testimony 

� sanctions that affect a party�s ability to present its case 
� but do not encompass monetary compensatory sanc-
tions under CR 26(g) or CR 37(b)(2).�   

�Revoked� Will Better than None at All? 
The doctrine of dependent relative revocation is a 

mouthful, but it amounts to a common sense presump-
tion: Most people would rather have a revoked will en-
forced than die intestate.  Division I of the Washington 
Court of Appeals used this doctrine to make sure the Mu-
seum of Flight, not an alcoholic daughter, inherited $1.5 
million worth of airplanes and memorabilia. 

A husband and wife signed reciprocal wills in 1991 
that at their deaths left the husband�s airplane collection 
to the Museum of Flight.  When the husband died, his 
widow inherited the marital property, including the air-
plane collection.  She intended her estate, minus the col-
lection, to pass on to her daughter. 

Unfortunately, the daughter had a drinking problem, 
and in 2004 the mother had her attorney change her will 
to leave the daughter only $500.  The planes still went to 
the Museum of Flight.  The mother died on December 
13, 2004. 

The mother�s attorney went to her house to collect 
the will but found the 2004 will unsigned. Worse yet, the 
1991 will was either lost or destroyed.  Did the mother 
die intestate, or was the 1991 will enforceable? 

The Court of Appeals, applying the doctrine of de-
pendent relative revocation, awarded the airplanes to the 
Museum of Flight. 

For the doctrine of dependent relative revocation to 
apply, a party must show an immediate intent to make a 
new testamentary disposition as well as a conditional 
revocation of the original will.  Here, clear, cogent and 
convincing evidence established that the mother did not 
intend to die intestate, the court held, and her intent to 
revoke the 1991 will was conditioned on the validity of 
the 2004 will. 

Estate of Bowers, __ Wash. App. __ (April 4, 2006). 

Philip Buri practices appellate law at 
Buri Funston, PLLC.  The Appellate 
Page is a monthly collection of judi-
cial opinions he considers important, 
enlightening or offbeat. 

 The Appellate Page 
By Philip Buri 

MAY 2006 THE WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER PAGE 3 



THE WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER PAGE 4 MAY 2006 



A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS      

By Scott Railton, 1305�11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 
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As the U.S. Senate took up the debate on immigration 
this past month, hundreds of thousands in various cities 
rallied for immigrants.  Reportedly, more than a million 
marched in Los Angeles, and over 500,000 in Chicago.  
Bellingham had its own march of about 400 people from 
WWU to downtown.   

Most of the rallies protested the House bill approved 
in December, previously described here, which automati-
cally would turn all illegal aliens into felons. The rallies 
were organized by loose coalitions of churches, radio sta-
tions, non-profit organizations and the like.  Collectively 
-- between the rallies, the intense debates in the House 
and Senate, and the heightened media focus -- our immi-
gration laws and policies have moved front and center in 
the public eye.  One newspaper likened it to a hurricane 
swell. The U.S. is certainly coming out of denial and rec-
ognizing that we have a broken immigration system that 
needs a fix.  Opinions vary widely and intensely on the 
correct approach, however. 

THE IMMIGRATION REFORM DEBATE has 
evolved a great deal as the Senate has strived to reach a 
compromise.  Broadly speaking, the Congressional de-
bate has been between supporting an enforcement only/
first law, which would attempt to �really� toughen bor-
ders, and a more comprehensive immigration reform bill.  
The latter likely would include some sort of guest worker 
program for those already present here, and perhaps a 
path to permanent residence.  The latter approach seems 
to be winning favor in the Senate, but the Senate has not 
been able to reach agreement on the major details of vari-
ous proposals. 

 The details matter a great deal, particularly with the 
dysfunction of the Department of Homeland Security.  
One major detail is whether to require undocumented 
persons to travel abroad before becoming eligible for 
benefit consideration.  Most elected officials are con-
cerned about creating an �amnesty.�  Things remain in 
flux, but whatever the final law is (if we even get one, 
and many think we won�t this year), it will have some 
effect locally and some correlative effect on law practice.   

Sen. Patty Murray of our state addressed the Senate 
on immigration, and backed a plan which improves en-
forcement, treats the Northern border fairly, includes a 

guest worker plan with a path to citizenship, protects the 
rights of refugees and victims, does not turn �illegals� 
into felons, and provides resources for families to 
achieve their dreams, such as higher education for their 
children. 

The Hagel-Martinez compromise (SB 2611/SB 2612) 
was the most recent proposal to gain steam in the Senate.  
In the end, the Senate could not agree on the bill, but 
many of its provisions are likely to eventually be ap-
proved.  Here are some the sections which may have par-
ticular local impact: 

� Annual increases of 500 Port of Entry inspectors 
around the country from 2007 to 2011.  Annual in-
creases of 2,400 Border Patrol Agents, with a 20 percent 
allocation to the northern border.  Perhaps more signifi-
cantly for employers who may be employing undocu-
mented workers, annual increases of 1,000 investigators 
inside the U.S. would be made during the same time-
frame.  (§101-2). 

� Mandatory detention standards significantly 
heightened for persons attempting to enter illegally at 
land ports of entry, including Canadians.  (§131 et al.) 

� A plan to establish a �virtual fence� around the 
U.S., using various technologies and personnel. 

� A 10-fingerprint requirement by October 2007 
for all persons subject to the US-VISIT entry/exit sys-
tem.  This would potentially impede cross-border travel, 
as a matter of both desirability and expediency. (§121.)  

� Specific criminal sanctions against border tun-
neling, with sentencing guidelines. 

� A Border Law Enforcement Relief Act.  This 
would assist border communities with the judicial and 
police expenses of border enforcement, in part with a 
border relief grant program.  (§151). 

� Significant tightening of naturalization stan-
dards. 

� Internal enforcement bolstered, redefined and 
heightened.  The definitions of �aggravated� felonies 
would be modified, expanding their scope and making it 
extremely difficult for persons with such convictions to 
obtain immigration benefits.  There has been a continu-
ing trend to broaden the scope of convictions that can be 

(Continued on page 7) 

Immigration-law issues burst onto the streets 
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Dominique Zervas 

   Well, here we are � two 
major events behind us, 
and a slew of new and ex-
citing ones coming up. 

YWCA Back-to-Work Boutique 
Carrie Coppinger Carter took the lead on this one 

again this year.  She took it leaps and bounds beyond 
anything we could have imagined when we started the 
project two years ago.  Carrie�s summary: 

Thank you to everyone for the thoughtful contri-
butions of clothing and money to the Whatcom 
Women Lawyer�s 3rd Annual Back to Work 
Clothing Drive for the YWCA�s Back to Work 
Boutique.  Last year we donated a Toyota Rav4 
full of clothing.  This year our donations filled 
up a Toyota Sequoia (Really! From floor to ceil-
ing, from the tailgate into the second row of 
seats.)  Since I will not be moving up to a larger 
vehicle, maybe next year�s goal will be to fill 
two vehicles with clothing. 

Sisters in Law 
As for Bellingham�s first international film festival, 

and the local screening of the film �Sisters in 
Law,� (which we sponsored with the help of your gener-
ous contributions), I can�t tell you how it went because at 
the time of this writing, screening day is still five days 
off.  No problem � I�ll just make it up.  Here goes: 

The film was shown to a packed, enthusiastic audi-
ence in the Studio Theatre of the Mt. Baker Theatre.  Fol-
lowing the screening, I talked for a coupla� minutes about 
the film�s directors, Kim Longinetto and Florence Ayisi, 
including their background in filmmaking generally, and 
the making of �Sisters� in particular.  Immediately after-
wards, Cynthia Novotny introduced speaker Joan D. 
Winship, the Executive Director of the International As-
sociation of Women Judges (IAWJ).  Joan spoke about 
her work with the IAWJ, which has over 4,000 members 
representing approximately 90 countries.  Next, Cynthia 
assisted Joan in fielding audience questions regarding 
issues raised by the film.  Joan�s responses were passion-
ate, knowledgeable, insightful,  generous and enthusiasti-
cally received.  Afterwards, we all slipped over to the 
Encore Room for a reception for Joan and film support-
ers.  There, Joan, film supporters, bar and WCWL mem-
bers, families and friends mingled, sipped, nipped and 

chatted, while paparazzi snapped photos.  Menu high-
lights included crostini topped with slender white aspara-
gus spears and drizzled with white truffle oil; and fresh, 
tender, hearts of palm, wrapped in paper-thin prosciutto, 
then lightly grilled with an extra-virgin olive oil from the 
orchards of Perugia, and served on 24-carate gold (take-
home) skewers; and beverages included barrels of Evian 
water, a luscious �56 Chateau Margeaux and a delectable 
Veuve Clicquot  . . . oops, sorry about that list bit.  I got 
carried away yet again with my gourmand fantasies.   

Well, I�m sure it�ll be similar to what I�ve described.  
Back to reality for a moment: WCWL thanks you all yet 
again for all your generosity, positive input, enthusiasm 
and support.  You made it possible. 

But wait, there�s more!   
May: Habitat for Humanity 

As mentioned, we have a slew of upcoming events 
and opportunities.  First, is the Habitat for Humanity 
build.  Please pencil in on your calendar the last two Sat-
urdays in May.  We�ll let you know which one of those it 
will be.  By then the Blitz Build will have been com-
pleted and we will have a clearer idea about what our du-
ties might include.  Also, Mary Dickinson will be taking 
the lead in organizing this effort, so please feel free to 
contact her with any questions at maryd@biawc.com. 

June: The Human Race 
Shortly after the Habitat build, we�ll be participating 

again in The Human Race, scheduled for June 10.  Yes!  
Lawyers in tiaras rule!  Once again WCWL members 
voted unanimously to support Project Safer with their 
fund raising/sponsorship 
efforts. 

The Human Race is a 
5K walk, 5K/10K run, or 
15K/30K bike ride along 
the waterfront.  It supports 
nonprofits in our commu-
nity and is organized by the 
Whatcom Volunteer Cen-
ter.  Your mission, should 
you choose to accept it, will 
be to collect pledges or do-
nations from family mem-
bers, friends, neighbors, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Hardly time to enjoy new logo as 
packed schedule continues into summer 

Washington Women Lawyers 

Whatcom County  
Chapter 

Vision-challenged prior logo 
miffed at dismissal, considers 
ADA claim. 



classified as an aggravated felony. 
� A path to legal status for those who illegally en-

tered, depending on how long they have been in the 
U.S.  Under the compromise, if a person had been here 
more than five years, he or she could pay a fine and then 
-- after six years of good standing in the guest worker 

program -- apply for permanent residence without leav-
ing the country, presuming backlogs had been met.  This 
would hardly be an easy path.  The path to permanent 
residence would be even more rigorous for persons who 
had been here less than five years, and non-existent for 
the recently entered. 

(Continued from page 5) 

etc.  Then come to the pre-race, tiara-decorating (last 
year, all team members, men and women alike, wore ti-
aras), costumizing (last year�s highlights included tails, a 
bustier, a prom dress and boas; and I think we started 
something last year, as this year�s materials say the or-
ganizers have added a prize for best costumed team!!!!), 
bagel-eating, coffee/tea-drinking fest.  You must then 
walk, run or ride � with or without your pet (there is a 
rumor afoot -- ahoof? -- that Deborrah G. will be there 
with llama(s)).  And, finally, you must have lunch then 
listen and dance to live music, generally whooping it up 
and having a wild, silly time for a very important cause.  
You can find more information, get registration materi-
als, and make donations on line at www.active.com.   As 
the date approaches, Mary Swenson and her elves will 
provide additional information.  

July/August: Shipping Out 
Next on the season�s agenda, Meg Jacobsen and 

Jackie Goodsir, both of whom are members of the 
Women�s Maritime Association, will host a screening of 
the documentary film, Shipping Out; the Story of Seafar-
ing Women, and a potluck.  The film �celebrates the 
modern-day women who work in commercial shipping -- 
on the container ships, bulk cargo carriers and tankers, 
coastal tugs, barges and ferry boats that traverse Amer-
ica�s waterways.  The program explores the little-known 
history, mythologies and traditional attitudes which, until 
recently, limited women�s participation in seafaring.  

This unusual documentary meets the harbor and bar pi-
lots, tug boat captains, marine engineers, mates, ordinary 
�seamen� and stewards who continue to reshape the defi-
nition of �women�s� work.�  We�ll let you know as soon 
as we have more details, such as a date (probably in July 
or August), time, etc.   

Tidbits: 
#1:  You may have noticed our new logo.  For the 

past year or so we had been pirating using the one be-
longing to Washington Women Lawyers (with their per-
mission of course).  Although we talked sometimes about 
having our own, well . . . we just never put it together.  
Then, in stepped the film festival folks with a design, 
which they offered us, and approximately one month ago, 
members voted to officially adopt it.  Voila!  Very, very 
cool.   

#2:  I have decided that, at least for the time being, I 
want to focus my artistic talents and creative writing 
skills on the minutes for WCBA lunches; you know, get 
some real kickin� minutes workin� (uh-huh).  That means 
I won�t be writing this column anymore.  I don�t know 
yet who will be taking over, but I can guarantee you that 
with all the positive energy and enthusiasm in the 
WCWL community, my bar minutes are going to have 
some pretty stiff competition!  But seriously, folks.  
Thank you all for reading � I�ve had a lot of fun the past 
couple of years writing this. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Feed the Newsletter 
Koalas eat nothing but eucalyptus.  Pandas eat nothing but bamboo.  Newsletters eat nothing 

but news.   If you have something of interest to you - a  change in your practice, a  new law that 
affects us,  a  fascinating person or story we should hear about - it�s probably of interest to us.  
Submit your idea or completed article to Editor Mike Heatherly at: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
or call (360) 312-5156 

Items submitted by the 15th of each month will be published in the following month�s issue. 



I.  Call to Order:  Jeff Lustick, President, called the meeting to order at approximately 12:20 p.m. 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members and Introduction of Guests: Pres. Lustick recognized and welcomed Court of Appeals 
Presiding Chief Judge Mary Kay Becker, retired Superior Court Judge Mick Moynihan, Superior Court Commissioners David 
Thorn and Thomas Verge, District Court Judges Matt Elich and Dave Grant, District Court Commissioner Tony Parise, and 
Municipal District Court Commissioner Pete Smiley.  He also welcomed Superior Court Administrator and County Clerk, NF 
Jackson.  Leon Henley introduced Moonwater, Executive Director of the Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center; and attorney 
Steve Hood, who practices family and disability law.  Maryanne Exxel, employment law arbitrator was also introduced.  Do-
minique Zervas introduced Michael Falter, Festival Director for the True/False West Film Festival.  Michael Heatherly of 
Northwest Dispute Resolution Group introduced John Daffron, a retired circuit court judge from Virginia who has joined 
NDRG as an arbitrator and mediator.  
III. Business: 

Minutes:  The March 2006 Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote. 
Courthouse Security Committee Report:  Pres. Lustick reported that the matter is presently before the sheriff for a de-

termination regarding background review.   
Treasurer�s Report: Treasurer Jennifer Willner noted an increased WSBA balance and reported that paid membership 

has increased to 189.  She and Pres. Lustick invited those who had not already done so to contact her to pay their 
membership dues.   

Bar Luncheon:  Pres. Lustick encouraged all present to continue attending bar lunches and to bring guests, reminding 
everyone that the Bar Association guarantees Northwood Hall a minimum of 50 lunch attendees.  The Bar must pay 
the difference when there are fewer than 50 attendees.  

Newsletter Announcements: Michael Heatherly, editor, reiterated his standing invitation for submissions, reminding eve-
ryone that the deadline is the 15th of each month. 

IV. Announcements: 
Naturalization Day:  Bar member Meg Jacobs announced that there will be a free Naturalization Clinic on April 29, 

2006, which is Naturalization Day.  Attorneys and others are needed to help attendees fill out applications.  Anyone inter-
ested should contact Mary Swenson of Law Advocates for flyers. 

Whatcom Women Lawyers: 
Dannon Traxler, President, reminded everyone that the Chapter meeting day has been changed to the second Wednes-

day of each month. 
Dominique Zervas thanked contributors to WWL�s sponsorship efforts for the screening of �Sisters in Law� at the True/

False West Film Festival. 
Michael Falter, Festival Director spoke about the film and the festival. 
LAW Advocates:   
Bar member Dan Parsons won the Pro Bono Prize Box, which this month is a $15 gift certificate to Hizzoners.  
The May CLE will be on bankruptcy, and in June there will be a Pro Bono/Street Law CLE.  
Law Day is May 1.  Mary Swenson passed around a sign-up sheet for Law Day volunteers.  
Investiture:  Pres. Lustick reminded everyone that Bar member Dean Brett is to be invested at the Federal Courthouse 

as part-time Magistrate Judge of the Federal District Court, and invited everyone to attend to show Dean their support.  
V. Guest Speaker - Superior Court Administrator and County Clerk, NF Jackson:  Pres.  Lustick introduced Superior 
Court Administrator and County Clerk, NF Jackson, who spoke briefly about the new state rules regarding page limits; filing; 
sealing, destruction, and redaction of court records; and access to family law and guardianship court records.  He also dis-
cussed electronic files, and electronic-filing procedure, explaining the difference between the two.  He addressed questions 
related to hardware and software needed for the new systems, as well as access, and cost.    
VI. Adjournment:  At 1:10, Pres. Lustick adjourned the meeting until May 3, 2006; the date of the next WCBA meeting.   

Dominique Zervas, WCBA Secretary 

Whatcom County Bar Association Monthly Meeting 
March 1, 2006, Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 
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Upcoming Whatcom CLE�s 

●May 3, 2006 (1:30 � 4:45) 
New Bankruptcy Amendments 

●June 7 (1:30 � 4:45) 
LAW Advocates Street Law 101 
●October 4 (1:30 � 4:45) 

Contract Law 
●November 1 (10:30 � 4:30) 

  Criminal/Evidence Seminar 
●December 6 (1:30 � 4:45) 

Ethics 

  
Belcher Swanson Law Firm, 
P.L.L.C., is pleased to announce 
the addition of Peter R. 
Dworkin as an associate of the 
firm.  He served with the What-

com County Prosecuting Attorney�s Office for five 

and a half years.  He will focus on the areas of com-
mercial litigation and general civil practice.  Mr. 
Dworkin can be reached at Belcher Swanson Law 
Firm, P.L.L.C., Battersby Field Professional Bldg., 
900 Dupont Street, Bellingham, WA 98226, (360) 
734-6390. 

Changes in Atti-Changes in Latitudes . 
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BOOKS FOR SALE: RCW�s (74% current) and WA Digest 
(recently out of date).  $500 for both.  Contact Tario & Associates, 
P.S., (360) 671-8500. 

EXPERIENCED PARALEGAL: Twenty-four years of experi-
ence working in the areas of plaintiff personal injury tort claims and 
employment law representing employees with discrimination, har-
assment, and wrongful termination claims.  Prior experience in-
cludes insurance defense work.  Please see resume of qualifications 
posted on the 4th Corner Network website. 

BUSY LOCAL FIRM SEEKS AN ATTORNEY with a minimum 
of two years of civil litigation experience for an associate position 
and perhaps MUCH, MUCH MORE.  The successful candidate 
must enjoy research and writing and have a desire to contribute to 
the community.  Please direct your cover letter and resume to Adel-
stein, Sharpe & Serka LLP, Attn:  Jeff Fairchild, Esq., P. O. Box 
5158, Bellingham, WA  98227-5158.  Full consideration will be 
given to applications received prior to June 30, 2006. 

LAW OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 1,000 or 2,000 sq.ft., just 1 
block from the civic center.  Very reasonable.  Lease or month-to- 
month.  Contact Judge Mura (H) 671-8424 or (W) 676-6793. 

Latina/o Law Student Conference 
Set for October 

The Tenth Annual National Latina/o Law 
Student Conference and Career Fair will be 
hosted by the Latina/o Law Student Associations 
October 12-14, 2006, at the Seattle University 
and University of Washington Schools of Law.  
Additional information is available on the confer-
ence's official Web site at: 

 http://www.law.seattleu.edu/llsa/nllsc/ 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 312-5156 

CLASSIFIED ADS 



Guardian Ad Litem Services  
For Family Law Cases 

David A. Nelson 

Member of the Whatcom County Guard-
ian ad Litem Registry, and able to serve 
as a Guardian ad Litem in matters un-

der R.C.W. Chapter 26 
Timely and fully cited reports that fulfill the 

court mandate in a definitive manner.  
Please contact my office for fee schedule, 

references & report sample 
 

David A. Nelson 
1811 �C� Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel:  676-9974 / Fax: 676-9978 
E-mail: nelson@nbf-law.com 

 

WHATCOM COUNTY�S 
DEPOSITION SPECIALISTS 

CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

(360) 312-0202        (360) 312-8202 Fax 
 Email: Henryreporting@aol.com 

EXPRESS LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION, L.L.C. 
� Paralegal/transcriptionist with 12 years� experience 
� 24-hour turnaround 
� $4.50/page 
� Pick up and delivery 
� Receive drafts on disk or by e-mail for easy changes 
� Letters, pleadings, briefs, memos, demand packages . . .  
� Use us once or for ongoing service 
� Résuméé and references available    
� Tape or digital 

Phone: (360) 734-7920 or (360) 739-6707 
express@openaccess.org 

(360) 312-5156 
northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

ATTORNEY MICHAEL HEATHERLY 

114 W. Magnolia St. Ste. 104 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

I�ll consult with you at no charge 
to discuss any potential case. 

• Available as co-counsel, 
or on contract, for any  
civil litigation 

Fee-split, hourly or 
project basis 

• Accepting referral, and 
available as co-counsel, 
for all personal injury 

14 years� experience in litigation and client 
representation 

Over 20 years� experience in providing information technology, 
communication and legal support services for attorneys and law firms 
on stand alone systems and networks.  Computer technology is critical 
to the success of your firm. 

PDSLLC provides technology/data communications services 
and legal consulting including:  

� System needs analysis � Innovative enhancement of your automated proc-
esses. 
� Procurement assistance � unbiased solution analysis regardless of vendor. 
� System Design and Implementation � custom design, configure and install. 
� Internet consulting and development � domain, email and website consult-
ing. 
� Repair and maintenance � All aspects of PC and server computer repairs, 
maintenance, and troubleshooting regardless of vender. 
� Network administration and support services � management of network 
administration and support services on all server operating systems including 
Unix, Novell, NT and Windows. 
� PC and Network Security � management of data systems and security mod-
els to implement tight, integrated network security. 
� E-Discovery support � Electronic discovery includes assistance in discovery 
of electronically stored information on different storage media. 
� Legal research and writing assistance � Associate attorney and paralegal 
support services. 

Call or email today for a free consultation and systems needs analy-
sis. 

William B. Payne, MBA, JD 
360-303-0877 

wbpayne@sweetwater.net 

PAYNE DATA SERVICES, LLC 
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Well-written reports in a timely manner for the competi-
tive rate of $100 per hour.  Also accepting referrals of 
family law cases 

 
Call Steve at 392-3997 

114 W. Magnolia St., #422 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

s.w.hood@crownoffices.com 

Steve Hood 
Attorney at Law, P.S. 

Chapter 26 Guardian ad Litem Services 
 

Honest, Fair, Diligent 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Your clients selling business and invest-
ment property may benefit from a §1031 
tax-deferred exchange. 

Dennis R. Williams, of DRW Exchange, Inc., 
has extensive expertise as a qualified inter-
mediary in all types of exchanges, including 
reverse and improvement exchanges. 

Refer your clients for an explanation of 
§1031 tax-deferred exchanges. 

http://
www.drwexchangeinc.com 

Bellingham Towers Suite 1340 
119 North Commercial            
Bellingham, WA 98225 

(360) 312-5156 northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

Resolve cases with less stress, 
delay, expense & travel 

We have helped attorneys and their 
clients resolve cases involving: 

Probate 
Guardianship 

Personal Injury 
Medical Negligence 

Employment 
Construction Defects 

Family Law 

Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. 
Hon. David Nichols, Ret. 
Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Karlene Weiland 
Mike Heatherly 
Loch Clark 

We offer three retired judges and three experienced 
attorneys for mediation and arbitration.  We organize 

all proceedings, including pre-arbitration motions. 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what�s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community � or 
if you just want to show off � you won�t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46�H x 3.86�W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00�H x 3.86� W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00� H x 7.90� W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00� H x 7.90� W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 
(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it�s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
We�ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Mike Heatherly at the above e-mail address, or call 
(360) 312-5156. 


