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Upcoming WCBA Events 

Lunch Meeting Speakers 
September 5 � Dr. Jennifer Favell, 
Lawyers� Assistance Program, WSBA  

October 3 � Robert Moles, Local 
Representative, Pure Water for the 
World 

CLE�s 
Oct. 3 � Electronic Tools for the 21st 
Century 

Nov. 7 �Public Entities: Disclosure and 
Open Meetings 

Dec.  5 � Nuts and Bolts of New Ethics 
Rules 

 

By Alex Ransom 
This article was inspired one year ago.  It 

was a sunny Monday morning at Whatcom 
County jail.   I was a public defender conduct-
ing in-custody arraignments.  The calendar 
was chock-full of grumpy defendants, many of 
whom were jailed the entire weekend.  I fin-

ished arraignments with the prosecutor and we 
began exiting the jail.  Thoughts of Starbucks 
entered my mind.  Our laughter echoed within 
the elevator�s steel walls as we recalled 
memorable defendants.  The conversation 
drifted into the meatier topic of �just out-

(Continued on page 8) 

Criminal Law Commentary 

Alford plea best solution for certain clients 

Our professional 
population grows 

WCBA Vice President Steve 
Chance, center, speaks at the swear-
ing-in of seven men and women who 
passed the bar exam and were sworn 
in June 8, 2007, in Whatcom County 
Superior Court. 

 The new attorneys are Domi-
nique Honea, Julie A. Helling, Matt 
Beaty, Robert A. Kelly, Mark Adam 
L a ckey,  C ec i ly  Ha zer r igg-
Hernandez and William B. Payne. 

Who are these people and what are they doing? (See pgs 4-5) 
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Check out the WCBA website 

www.whatcombar.org 

  Changes in Latitudes . . .Changes in Attitudes 
Barry M. Meyers, Bel-

lingham elder law attorney, 
has been named a 2007 Super-
Lawyer by Washington Law 
and Poli tics magazine.  
Meyers is one of only 10 elder 
law attorneys named as Super-
Lawyers in the state.  Meyers 
has practiced law since 1983. 
In 2003, he successfully com-
pleted the requirements, in-
cluding an examination of 13 
subject areas, to be certified as an elder law attorney by the 
National Elder Law Foundation (NELF).  NELF is the only 
American Bar Association-approved organization in the 
United States that certifies elder law attorneys. 

Meyers is one of 10 certified elder law attorneys in 
Washington.  His practice includes life care planning, long-
term care planning (Medicaid and Medicare), estate plan-
ning, trusts (emphasizing special needs trusts for disabled 
individuals), trust administration, planning for incapacity/
disability, guardianships, probate, and the protection of 
vulnerable adults from financial and physical abuse.  
Meyers is the Past-President of the Washington Chapter of 
the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) 
and received the Chapter�s Outstanding Member Award in 

2002. 
The Law Office of Brian Brunkow recently an-

nounced the relocation of his legal practice to Bellingham 
from San Diego, Calif.  Brunkow, a native of Western 
Washington, graduated with cum laude honors from Seattle 
University School of Law in 2000 and is a member of both 
the Washington and California State Bar Associations.  
Prior to law school, Brunkow traveled extensively through 
Europe and worked as an export sales representative in 
Osaka, Japan. 

His law practice focuses on residential mortgage and 
RESPA compliance.  Brunkow says he looks forward to 
working with local SOHO businesses and budding entre-
preneurs on business development and contractual matters.  
Brunkow is a member of the Bellingham Chamber of Com-
merce, Whatcom Young Profes-
sionals and Bellingham City 
Club.  He also is an assistant 
football coach at Bellingham 
High School for the upcoming 
2007 season.  Brunkow may be 
contacted at (360) 778-1036. 

Meyers 

PRE-LAW STUDENT SEEKS FOR FULL- OR PART-TIME 
OFFICE POSITION. Experienced in all areas of office work. 
Very enthusiastic and reliable!  Please contact Brittany Esben-
shade at  (253) 797-8320 or  e-mail  at brit -
tany.esbenshade@gmail.com. 

ESTABLISHED BELLINGHAM FIRM SEEKING ASSOCI-
ATE. 2 years experience in family law matters, 60-100K salary 
DOE + benefits.  Send resume to Lori @ Tario & Associates, P.S., 
119 N. Commercial St. #1000, Bellingham, WA 98225, or fax to 
(360) 733-7092, or email to lori_tariolaw@qwest.net. 

MT. VERNON OFFICE BUILDING FOR LEASE.  $875. 
1,200 sq. feet, 3 offices, reception area, 2 blocks from Courthouse, 
security system, DSL, copy room/storage, kitchen/bathroom, am-
ple parking, office furniture and equipment available.  Please call 
(360) 424-5600 or (360) 724-3115. 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 312-5156 

DAVID C. POWELL, LEGAL ASSISTANT IN BELLING-
HAM, seeks a position within a local firm handling bankruptcy, 
immigration, civil litigation, estate planning, or labor/employment 
law. His experience is primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, do-
mestic relations, criminal law, and civil litigation. He can be 
reached at dcprad@yahoo.com.or by phone at 360-788-7922. 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: 2 blocks from Whatcom County 
Courthouse, month to month (no lease required), includes wire-
less internet, $300 per month. For more information, call Lisa 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
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Superior Court  
Notice to the Bar & Public      June 20, 2007 

 
ATTENTION Law Office Personnel: Please ensure that ALL staff, attorneys and non-attorneys are aware of the 

contents of this notice. 
 

• Practice Notes from Judicial Assistants:  Judge Copies/Confirmations/Proof of Service 
• New Adoption Background Check Requirements, effective 7/22/2007 

• Guardianship Monitoring 
 
• Practice Notes from the Judicial Assistants 
 

Dept. 1  Judge Uhrig  Marsha Scevers 715-7461 
Dept. 2  Judge Mura  Christy Martin  676-6793 
Dept. 3  Judge Snyder  Carol Ortner  738-2457 

 
JUDGE�S COPIES 

 
CIVIL MOTIONS/SPECIAL SETTINGS:  Please provide Judge�s copies of all civil motions, responses and replies for 
all Judges, regardless of how many days in advance you are filing with the court.  Judge�s copies should be left in the 
Clerk�s office and the Judicial Assistants will retrieve them from there.  Please be sure to mark the date and time the 
motion is scheduled to be heard.  A Proposed Order should be filed with your Motion; bring your original Order to the 
hearing.  Be mindful that Orders, Findings & Conclusions, and Judgments should be entered within 20 days of oral 
ruling. 
 
CRIMINAL PRETRIAL MOTIONS:  If fewer than two days before the hearing, please get a copy directly to the appro-
priate Judicial Assistant. 

 
CONFIRMATIONS 

 
Friday Civil Law & Motion settings should be confirmed directly with the Judicial Assistant for which your hearing is 
scheduled.  Confirmations are taken Monday mornings through Wednesdays at 12:00 noon for the upcoming Friday.  
Please make use of our e-mail link for confirmations at the Superior Court Home Page at www.whatcomcounty.us/
superior. 
 
If the motion is continued, please call the Judicial Assistant with the new date.  That way we will hold the judge�s cop-
ies you have already supplied until the new hearing date and a second copy of the same documents can be avoided. 
 
Special settings do not need to be confirmed, but should be scheduled and cancelled directly through the Judicial 
Assistant.  Send your original Note to the Judicial Assistants� box in the Clerk�s office. 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
As soon as possible before your hearing, please file your proof of service with the court as a separate document so 
that such information is readily available and separately identifiable before the hearing. 

 
• New Adoption Background Checks Required SSB 5774 to be effective 7/22/2007 will require that the adoption 

home study contains FBI background checks of all adopting parents. 
 
• Guardianship Monitoring The court will soon begin assessing all its guardianship/trust cases as to their status and 

the status of the wards.  The Court will employ interns for the initial analysis and solicit volunteer attorneys to investi-
gate and monitor cases needing attention.  Please advise the Court Administrator if you may be willing to participate in 
the effort, to any extent. 
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Empowering Positive Action 
I�m not sure how to articulate �it,� or even of �it��s scope, 

but �it� has something to do with being strong, constructive 
participants in our community; remembering, always, the 

power each of us 
has, individually and 
as a group, to impact 
in positive ways the 
lives of the people 
around us through 
our actions, regard-
less of how small or 
grand those actions 
may be.  �It� is very 
likely related to 
those things, as 
noted by Howard 
Thurman, each of us 
has identified in the 
moments of our 

�high resolve.�  However we define �it�, it seems WCWL�s 
sights are focused on �it� now even more than at other times.  
Perhaps this is because the spring/early summer is the time 
when WCWL really kicks into high gear, creating opportuni-
ties for our legal community to articulate �it.�  We�re keeping 
�it� alive.  Following is an update of our current projects: 

 
Back to Work Boutique 

  Donations continue to come in for the YWCA Back to 
Work Boutique clothing drive.  Most recently, Commissioner 
Thorn dropped off a HUGE bag filled with treasures destined 
for the folks at the YWCA, who once again welcomed our 
arrival with open arms.  Thank you Commissioner Thorn and 
Janet Holmes, for keeping this important opportunity alive in 
your hearts and minds even after we�ve stopped clanging the 
bell � WCWL thanks you on behalf of the many people who 
will benefit from your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

 
Habitat for Humanity 

As for WCWL�s annual Habitat for Humanity build, on 
Saturday, June 2, Mary Dickinson once again led a fearless 
group of builders out to Sumas.  This time they spent the day 
installing dry-wall throughout an entire house.  According to 
sources, the group was worked pretty hard and was happy to 
have the water, coffee and fruit donated for the event, as well 
as the breads Mary Dickinson provided and Ann Vetter-
Hansen�s delicious cookies.  (I�m not saying anyone saved me 
one to taste, but, according to my sources, the builders ate 

somewhere in the range of four to seven cookies apiece, so I 
think it�s pretty safe to say the cookies were delicious!)  Our 
heartfelt thanks go to our builders, who included Mary Dickin-
son, Ann Vetter-Hanson, Kenni Merritt, Tom Barrett, and 
Chris Comeau. 

 
The Human Race 

The following weekend, WCWL participated for the third 
year in the Human Race with the illustrious Lawyers in Tiaras 
team.  This event is a 5K-10K �race� put on each year by the 
Whatcom Volunteer Center to allow people to raise money for 
their favorite non-profits.  Thanks to the efforts and monetary 
sponsorship of some very special folks, we were able to raise 
approximately $800 to benefit LAW Advocates.  We extend 
our thanks to the following people for their donations and par-
ticipation (those people who participated in the race in addi-
tion to providing sponsorship are indicated by an asterisk): 

Kirsten Barron, Hon. Mary Kay Becker, Wendy 
Bohlke, Pat Britain*, Sharon DeGrave, Mary Dickin-
son*, Peter Dworkin, Deborra Garrett*, Elizabeth 
Fasano, Didier Foley*, Pascal Foley*, Matt Jellett, 
Tom Resick, Cristy Sears, Property Specialists, Inc./
Jeff Vernon*, Mary Swenson*, Jennifer Willner, 
Larry Willman, Dawn Zervas*, and me, Dominique* 
Despite the rain, we had a good turnout and, once again, 

Keeping �It� alive with 
community work, play 

WCWL member Kenni Merritt measures 
twice, cuts once, at Habitat for Humanity 
build. 

Trying to figure out that whole �property ladder� concept: 
WCWL build team members, from left, Mary Dickinson, Ann 
Vetter-Hansen, Kenni Merritt, Chris Comeau and Tom Barrett. 
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had a great time and raised some serious cash.  We extend our 
very special thanks to the team and its supporters. 

Please take this as a reminder, in the event you don�t hear 
it enough, that the positive difference you make in the greater 
community through your generous and enthusiastic participa-
tion in community events is wide-spread and greatly appreci-
ated by the recipients of your generosity.   We applaud all of 
you. 

 
�Passing the Torch� and 

�Chapter Member of the Year� Nominees 
  This brings me to another, related point: this is the time 

of year Washington Women Lawyers acknowledges those 
people who have really stood out during the year, by present-
ing a Passing the Torch Award, and awards for Chapter Mem-
bers of the Year. 

The Passing the Torch Award is presented to an individual 
who has gone above and beyond with regard to mentoring 
women lawyers and �passing the torch� to others in a way that 

supports the WWL Mission Statement.  That mission is, �To 
further the full integration of women in the legal profession.  
To promote equal rights and opportunities for women and to 
prevent discrimination against them.�  You may send your 
nominations for that award to Ann Vetter-Hansen (WCWL 
Secretary) at vetterhansen@gmail.com.  Please include an ex-
planation as to why you believe the person you nominate 
should receive the award.  Last year�s recipient of this award 
was the Honorable Mary Kay Becker, whose name was for-
warded by our chapter! 

The Chapter Member of the Year Award is presented to a 
member of Whatcom County Women Lawyers who contrib-
uted to WWL and WCWL in a way that stands out from the 

other chapter members, and leaves you saying, �Wow, that 
(fill in appropriate name here), he/she�s some WWL chapter 
member.  He/She really contributes and someone should let 
her/him know how much we appreciate her/him!�  Again, 
please submit any nominations to Ann.  Past local award re-
cipients include Mary Dickinson, Amy Robinson, and me � a 
real honor!  In any event, once the nominations are in, the 
members will vote and select one name to forward to WWL 
for each award category.  As always, we will keep you in-
formed. 

Well, I think that�s plenty for now.  Remember, we�ll be 
taking July and August off from our meetings, but we�ll see 
you in September at the next WCWL lunchtime CLE � our 
tireless Marie Gallagher (Chapter Representative) and Kenni 
Merritt (Treasurer) are already working on putting the details 
together � we�ll keep you posted. 
 

WCWL/LAW Advocates Human Race team costumes make 
Cirque de Soleil cast look like the Osmonds. 

Pat Britain, left, and Deborra Garrett demonstrate why bunny rab-
bits, personal flotation devices rarely used together by fashion de-
signers. 

LAW Advocates Director Mary Swenson, left, and WCWL�s 
President Dominique Zervas, explore uncharted territory in all-
weather exercise gear. 
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A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS      

By Scott Railton, 1305�11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 

DHS Randomly Picking Up 
Persons in Bellingham 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (�ICE�) agents 
have recently been interviewing people downtown at the Bel-
lingham Transit Center and other locations to ascertain their 
legal status.  In one recent case, a Western Washington Uni-
versity student was questioned, detained and immediately 
moved to the DHS Detention Center in Tacoma, for removal.  
The student came here illegally with his parents when he was 
under the age of 10, and had not left since.  Here are a few tips 
for clients on handling agent inquiries: 
 ▪ Warrants are required when searching homes and 
businesses.  For example, federal agents may not enter into 
fields or orchards to question persons without first getting con-
sent of the owner or manager, or a warrant. 
 ▪ Non-citizens have the �right to remain silent.�  ICE 
agents can ask their questions, but the non-citizens are not re-
quired to disclose their status.  The situation is of course in-
timidating and potentially awkward, particularly at booking.  
However, clients should know that officers will use answers to 
justify detention.  Therefore, it is better to just provide a name 
and ask for an attorney, if detention is apparent.  ICE cannot 
detain or deport someone based on their silence alone.   
 ▪ Right to an attorney.  Non-citizens have the right to 
consult with an attorney. 
▪ Reasonable suspicion for detention.  ICE and the Border 
Patrol may only detain a person or vehicle based on reasonable 
suspicion.  Ethnic appearance is not enough, but a combina-
tion of factors could be.  Practically, the threshold is low here 
near the border in today�s immigration and border enforce-
ment regime. 
 ▪ Duty to carry green card.  Lawful permanent residents 
(green card holders) are supposed to carry their cards with 
them, and failure to do so is technically a misdemeanor.  If a 
client�s card is expired, and there has been a conviction since 
the last issuance of the card, they should consult with an attor-
ney prior to reapplying. 
 ▪ Harboring Unlikely. There are criminal provisions for 
�harboring illegal aliens,� but it is extremely unlikely that the 
agency would pursue a harboring claim for persons giving a 
ride or renting a room to an undocumented person, even if it is 
known the person is undocumented.   
 ▪ ICE Policy on Churches and Schools.  ICE has the 
right to be at public establishments, such as the bus station, 
parks and grocery store parking lots.  However, the agency has 
an internal policy to curtail enforcement activities that intrude 

upon church services, funerals and schools.   
 ▪ ICE Discretion.  ICE exercises discretion in some cases, 
but reports are inconsistent.  Humanitarian factors for the exer-
cise of discretion include children at home, pregnancies or the 
need for medical attention.   

Senator Murray Says �Grand Bargain� 
Failed Due to Partisanship 

On June 8, 2007, Sen. Patty Murray of our state issued the 
following press release regarding the much discussed failure 
of the Senate to pass a comprehensive immigration reform 
bill: 

"America needs comprehensive immigration reform that 
enhances our security, strengthens our economy, and reflects 
our core values.  Over the past several weeks the Senate has 
taken on this debate and worked for hours on end to address 
one of the most challenging issues facing America today.  Last 
night, Republicans had a chance to join Democrats in moving 
this process forward.  Unfortunately, they put obstruction 
ahead of progress.  Even though I had serious concerns with 
this bill, as members of Congress we are sent to Washington, 
D.C. to tackle difficult problems like this.  Apparently Repub-
lican senators would rather raise procedural complaints than 
take on this challenge. 

"I know that fixing our immigration policy is critical for 
communities and industry across Washington State.  From law 
enforcement, I've heard about the challenges of securing our 
borders and the need for more federal resources. From immi-
grants, I've heard about the many challenges they face helping 
their families achieve a better life. From human rights and reli-
gious leaders, I've heard about the need for laws that reflect 
our country's compassion and values. From business leaders 
and educators, I've heard about the impact of immigration on 
our economy and schools.  From Washington state workers, 
I�ve heard about the need for fair job protections and a level 
playing field. And from farmers, I've heard about the huge 
labor needs for our state's largest economic sector.  That's why 
I will continue to work with my colleagues to move the Ag-
JOBS legislation forward so we have a stable agriculture 
workforce. 

"This has been a challenging discussion with strong feel-
ings on all sides. This conversation is both about security and 
about the values our country represents. The ball is now in the 
President�s court.  He must persuade Republicans to come to 
the table and work with us to get comprehensive immigration 
reform right for current and future generations alike.� 

How to handle Immigration & Customs queries 
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comes� in criminal law.  Clearly, our opinions differed.  The 
elevator doors opened.  We continued our friendly spar while 
walking to the exit doors.  Then the prosecutor asks me a di-
rect question in textbook fashion: �Well, how would you de-
fine justice?�  Leave it to a prosecutor to cut the B.S.  Heavy 
steel doors unclanked our path to freedom.  Sunshine and fresh 
air � free air � embraced us.  Without thinking, and talking 
more to the sunshine, I replied, �Justice happens when every-
one leaves the courtroom happy.� 

That conversation stuck with me.  I�ve since conducted 
three jury trials, argued numerous pretrial motions, received a 
fair amount of dismissals, and negotiated literally hundreds of 
guilty pleas.  I am now employed as a litigation associate with 
the Lustick Law Firm.  Although my practice has changed in 
many respects, the expectations of clients � across the board � 
are similar.  They want dismissals.  They want trial victories.  
They want evidence suppressed.  They want downward 
amendments.  They want incentives to pleading guilty: down-
ward reductions, less jail, lower fines, no probation, no restitu-
tion, etc.  Most important � win, lose, or compromise � clients 
wish to preserve their dignity. 

Criminal defendants face internal dilemmas.  Most are 
initially reluctant to plead guilty.  At the same time, they shud-
der at the thought of gambling their liberty before a jury.  
Most clients plead guilty if the prosecutor offers a good deal, 
if their case is weak, and/or if they face harsh consequences 
should they lose at trial.  These generalizations aside, a small 
minority of clients are simply unwilling to plead guilty at all � 
no matter what � even when doing so serves their best inter-
ests.  They may believe admitting guilt is undignified.  Or they 
disagree with the police reports.  These clients are typically 
the best candidates for Alford pleas. 

 
Background 
 
Alford pleas are nothing new.  In North Carolina v. Alford, 

Henry Alford was charged with the capital crime of first de-
gree murder and �faced . . . strong evidence of guilt.1  In Al-
ford, two witnesses testified that the defendant had left his 
house with a gun saying he would kill the victim and had re-
turned saying that he had killed the victim.2  Rather than go to 
trial, he pleaded guilty to second-degree murder, a non-capital 
crime, while protesting his innocence.3  The U.S. Supreme 
Court held that defendants may knowingly and voluntarily 
plead guilty even while protesting their innocence if the judge 
finds �strong evidence of the defendant�s actual guilt.�4  

The Court noted that Alford�s plea was similar to a plea of 
nolo contendere.5  It held that if a defendant can plead nolo 
contendere while refusing to admit guilt, he should be able to 
plead guilty while protesting his innocence.6  The Court also 
suggested that Alford�s decision to plead was a reasonable 
choice to cap his maximum sentence, and therefore the courts 
should honor it.7  The Court stated the caveat that although 
these pleas are not forbidden by the constitution, neither are 
they required.  Furthermore, because defendants have no right 
to plead guilty, judges may refuse to accept Alford pleas and 

states may forbid them by statute or rule.8  Most states, how-
ever, including Washington, have followed suit and permitted 
Alford pleas.9 

 
Who Uses Alford Pleas? 
  
A 1997 survey of inmates in state and federal correction 

facilities provided some statistical evidence that defendants 
frequently use Alford pleas.10  The survey reports that approxi-
mately 3 percent of federal defendants entered Alford pleas.  
In state courts, approximately 6.5 percent entered Alford 
pleas.11  One commentator conducted a series of Westlaw 
searches involving these pleas.  His search yielded almost 
2,500 results.  27 percent of Alford pleas involve sex offenses, 
27 percent involved other violent offenses, and 12 percent in-
volved white-collar offenses.12 

By far the largest category of cases is sex offenses.  Sex 
offenders are often in denial and fear shame, rejection by 
families and girlfriends, and violence by other prisoners.13  A 
second category is crimes against children or the elderly, espe-
cially sex crimes.  These include child molestation, incest, and 
rape, but also nonsexual child abuse and neglect.14 

 
Legal Commentary 
 
Many legal commentators endorse Alford pleas.  Cases are 

resolved efficiently and cheaply.15  Alford pleas also further 
the interests of defendants, including innocent defendants, 
who want to avoid worse outcomes at trial.16  Alford pleas pro-
tect defendants� dignity, privacy, and autonomy by preventing 
public admissions of guilt.17  Finally, Alford pleas foster open-
ness between lawyer and client.  Thus, the Alford plea offers a 
perceived advantage for the defendant who refuses to admit 
his guilt, but wishes to obtain the benefit of a plea bargain. 

Other scholars scorn Alford pleas.  Some believe courts 
impose tougher sentences in the form of �sentence aggrava-
tion� for defendants who have pleaded guilty but maintained 
their innocence based on their lack of remorse.18  Additionally, 
there is risk of false conviction.  As commentator Albert Al-
schuler bluntly put it, �There could hardly be a clearer viola-
tion of due process than sending someone to prison who has 
neither been found guilty nor admitted his guilt.  If anything 
short of torture can shock your conscience, Alford pleas 
should.�19 

Practically speaking, eliminating Alford pleas would be 
problematic.  If Alford pleas were not an option, innocent de-
fendants would be forced to either lie about their guilt during 
the plea colloquy or reject an advantageous plea deal and stand 
trial, knowing the result would be disastrous.20  Either option 
is unjust from a client�s perspective.  They don�t leave the 
courtroom happy.  Justice is not served. 

 
Alford Pleas in the Eyes of Judges 
 
Most judges endorse Alford pleas because they make no 

difference in the defendant�s sentence -- it actually makes no 
practical difference at all.  They understand the sole rationale 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Okay, it�s only a local bar association newsletter, but still . . . 

Get published! Right here.  
Hey, this newsletter doesn�t write itself.  I�m looking forward to my second year as editor, but I 

need your help.  I�ll print just about anything that isn�t clearly actionable.  I�d especially like more 
local news tidbits and human-interest pieces.  Short or long.  It�s actually kind of fun.  If you have 
something, or even just an idea for something, call or e-mail me.  Mike Heatherly 

for Alford pleas seems to be protection of the defendant�s dig-
nity.21  However, other judges may dislike Alford pleas be-
cause they may view criminal justice as a morality play in 
which defendants should confess and apologize so that victims 
see justice and can begin to heal.  On this view, pleas without 
confessions leave victims frustrated and defendants defiant 
and resistant to treatment.22  Additionally, because juvenile 
courts are historically dedicated to rehabilitation and not pun-
ishment, these courts consider Alford pleas as contradictory to 
rehabilitation philosophy, which requires that one admit to the 
bad behavior in order that it may be corrected. 23 

In my experience, judges appreciate well-executed Alford 
pleas.  I typically write �Alford Plea� at strategic areas of the 
plea form signed by myself, the client and the prosecutor.  I 
also inform the court and prosecutor of my client�s intentions 
(by the way, most prosecutors endorse Alford pleas because 
they still get the conviction).  The basis for an Alford plea is 
discussed at sentencing.  I say that pursuant to Alford, Client X 
disputes the allegations but wishes to take advantage of the 
city�s plea offer.  I then articulate legal weaknesses in the 
prosecutor�s case (lack of evidence, proof of a recanting wit-
ness/victim, etc.).  Clients are then given an opportunity -- 
their shining moment -- to address the court and preserve their 
dignity.  These clients discuss the case from their perspective 
(circumstances arose from an isolated incident, intoxication, 
mutual domestic violence, self-defense, etc).  I advise clients 
to address the victim(s) and judge with respect.  Again, judges 
are concerned that Alford pleas leave victims frustrated and 
defendants resistant to treatment.  Worst-case scenario: a 
judge may depart from the agreed recommendations and/or 
refuse to accept the Alford plead at all. 

    
Conclusion 
 
Justice happens when everyone leaves the courtroom 

happy.  Regardless of the outcome, clients are happiest when 
their dignity is preserved before the criminal justice system.  
Dignity is a priceless intangible that clients seek when they 
retain legal counsel.  Alford pleas are a step in the right direc-
tion.  They help suppress clients� internal gag reflex when it�s 
in their best interest to admit guilt to crimes that they � for one 
reason or another � did not commit.  An attorney�s effort to 
preserve a client�s dignity is worth its weight in gold. 
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13 Prospect Street Bellingham, WA  98225   

(360) 676-0122   fax (360) 676-0783 wdrc@whatcomdrc.org 
 

BASIC MEDIATION TRAINING  
Forty Hour Professional Training 

 
This professional mediation training will introduce participants to the field of alternative dispute 

resolution, and the role of mediation within that context, conflict resolution theory, mediation 
theory, process, techniques, and practice, self awareness of participants, ethics and communi-
cation skills. Upon completion of the training, participants are invited to take the accompanying 

exam and apply for the practicum program to become a certified mediator. 
 

Training and Skill Building Topics 
 
 
• Eight-Stage Mediation Model 
• Mediation and ADR Theory 
• Conflict Resolution Styles 
• Advanced Communication Skills 
• Ethics of Mediation 
 
• Power balancing 
• Active Listening Techniques 
• Interest-Based Negotiations 
• Effective Settlement Agreements 
• Mock mediations 
 

And more�! 
 

September 27-29 and October 4-6, 2007   
Thursday classes from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday classes from 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
  

Up to 37.75 CLE credits (3 for ethics) available! 
 

For more information and to pre-register 
Call 360/676-0122 

$575 per participant 
Discounts available for groups of 4 or more.  

Classes will be held locally in Bellingham  
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Law Office of Brian Brunkow 
 

Mortgage Compliance 
Commercial Leases 

Contracts 
 

Licensed in Washington and California 
 

(360) 778-1036 

HELP WANTED:   
 

Legal Assistance by Whatcom (LAW) Advocates is seek-
ing a Disability Benefits Advocacy Coordinator   

• Assist homeless in obtaining state and federal disability benefits  
• Help end homelessness as part of successful program 
• Salary DOE; funded in part by City grant  
• Preferred prior experience with advocacy and/or benefits assistance 
 

Call Mary Swenson at 671-6079 for more information or  
send resume and cover letter: 

MAIL:   LAW Advocates, P.O. Box 937, Bellingham, WA 98227 
FAX: 360-671-6082 
EMAIL: mary@lawadvocates.org 

Attorney Sought 
In House Counsel wanted for development firm. Fair-
haven area. Part - Full time. Light-litigation.  Confi-
dential. Fax: 647-9223 
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� Personal injury 
representation 

� Co-counsel or 
contract work on any 
civil litigation project (360) 312-5156 

 Attorney 
Michael Heatherly 

LAW OFFICES OF 
ELIZABETH S. FASANO, P.S. 

Now Accepting Referrals for: 
- Vacating/Sealing Criminal Records 
- Firearm Rights Restoration 
- Canadian �Port-of-Entry� Rehabilitation 
- Personal Injury Cases 
- Family Law/Custody Cases 
Thank you for your referrals! 

2102 Young Street           Phone: (360) 647-9676 
Bellingham, WA 98225     Email: lisa@fasanolaw.com 

 

LAW OFFICE OF 
PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

580 Bellingham Towers ! 119 N Commercial St ! Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
 

Phone 360.738.4659 ! FAX 360.738.8498 ! Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 

Thank you for your referrals! 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their 
clients resolve cases involving: 

Probate 
Guardianship 

Personal Injury 
Medical Negligence 

Employment 
Construction Defects 

Family Law 

Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. 
Hon. David Nichols, Ret. 
Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Mike Heatherly 
Loch Clark 
Marian Exall 
Rob Kelly 

(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website 

www.northwestdrg.com 
For information on our: 

Services 
Fees 

Neutrals 
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• Retired Law Enforcement Violent Crimes Detective:  
North San Francisco, CA, Bay Area. 

• Northern California Regional Police Academy: Crimi-
nal Investigations Instructor. 

 
Providing 

• Investigations: Criminal, Background, AOE/COE. 
• Locates, Interviews, Surveillance. 
• Incident scene investigation. 
• Registered Process Server. 
• Report formats customized for your needs. 

North Cascade Investigations 

A Professional Investigative Service 

Garrett Faddis 
(360)319.3125 ▪ ncinvestigations@verizon.net 

PO Box 522 ▪ Lynden ▪ WA 98264 
WA Lic 2474 ▪ CA Lic PI 23524 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what�s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community � or 
if you just want to show off � you won�t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46�H x 3.86�W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00�H x 3.86� W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00� H x 7.90� W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00� H x 7.90� W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 
(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it�s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
We�ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Mike Heatherly at the above e-mail address, or call 
(360) 312-5156. 
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