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The monthly bar lunch and meeting will be at noon, Wednesday, 
April 2nd, 2008, at Northwood Hall.  Featred speaker:  Pete Roberts  
   Law Office Mgt Asst. Program, WSBA 

 BAR  LUNCH 

The Whatcom County Bar Association 
2008 NEWSLETTER APRIL www.whatcombar.org 
From the President’s Desk 
By Steve Chance 

WCBA President 

 This article is about responsibility, and how as attorneys, 
we all have to ultimately answer for what we produce, good or 
bad.     
 For example, litigation can be at times fast and furious, but never relaxing.  This 
is true for attorneys and staff alike.  Whether involved in litigation or not, most of us 
know the value of capable staff to keep our offices and practices running smoothly.  
Good legal employee’s can appreciate and identify the importance of attention to detail.  
In my own office it is an essential job qualification.  
 Answering phones requires that necessary names and telephone numbers are 
accurately taken down.  Little things like enclosing all enclosures referenced in a letter 
and putting proper postage on over-sized mail can be critically important, especially 
when something needs to arrive somewhere by a date certain.  
 In my practice,  I rely on paralegals to proof and format all briefs and letters I 

draft.  Many routine pleadings and correspondence are drafted by my staff.  I am fortu-
nate to have capable and reliable staff to handle such matters.  

RATING MOCK TRIAL: A TRIAL 
ATTORNEY’S PERSPECTIVE 
By Alex Ransom, Esq. 

A “rising star” attorney runs 
for political office.  Like many aspir-
ing politicians (and attorneys), he has 
skeletons in the closet.  Enemies, as 
well.  His skeletons?  A married 
woman whom he may have enjoyed 
extramarital relations with.  Interest-
ingly enough, she committed suicide 
years ago by jumping to her death 
from a cliff.  Or so we thought.  His 
enemies?  A local sheriff who vehe-

mently op-
poses the 
attorney’s 
campaign 
for public office.  Coincidentally, said 
sheriff reopens the woman’s suicide 
case and investigates it as a homicide.  
It was now alleged our “rising star” 
attorney pushed the hapless victim to 
her cliff-diving death.  The litigants?  
High school students.  Sex, violence, 
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IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS              
By Scott Railton, 1305—11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 

Five Years After.  The Department of Homeland Security 
recently reached its fifth year of existence, and the agency has 
issued a fact sheet of its accomplishments, available at 
www.dhs.gov.   
 The creation of the DHS is the biggest government re-
structuring since World War II.  The breadth of the agency’s 
responsibility is great.  The reported achievements are meant 
to be seen as impressive, and some very much are.  However, 
the agency cites the work of several agencies that existed prior 
to the formation of DHS, and so any evaluation should be tem-
pered.  
 The international sharing of information is a step forward 
and may lead to averting terrorist attacks.  Other measures 
suggest the birth/growth of an immense bureaucracy, with sus-
pect results.  For example, FEMA is roundly criticized for its 
handling of Katrina, and this of course is not mentioned at all 
in the press release.  Similarly, the increase in lines at the 
northern border is not something the agency advertises.  In any 
event, here are a few of the highlights: 
Expanded fencing and patrol.  US Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) has completed more than 302 miles of fencing, 
with the intention of 670 fencing by the end of fiscal year 
2008.  Also, the agency plans on hiring and training 2200 
more Border Patrol agents, which will double the size of the 
Border Patrol to 20,000 agents, since the creation of the 
agency. 
Passenger Name Record Agreements.  The agency has en-
tered into agreements with foreign countries to share informa-
tion for pre-flight screening. 
World Hemisphere Travel Initiative.  The agency has im-
plement heightened documentation standards at airports, and is 
moving towards doing so at land and seaports. 
Removals.  Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has 
removed 276,912 aliens, and has made 863 criminal arrests 
and 4077 administrative arrests.  The agency reports having 
arrested 3,302 “gang members and associates in cities nation-
wide.”  Operation Predator, which focuses on sexual preda-
tors, has made 10,000 arrests, with more than 5000 deporta-
tions. 
Improved Radiation Detection.  The Domestic Nuclear De-
tection Office, CBP, and the Coast Guard have deployed 
1000+ radiation diction devices at land and sea ports.  100% of 
cargo crossing the southern border and 91% of northern border 
cargo are scanned. 

Narcotics.  The U.S. Coast Guard has removed more than 
355,000 pounds of cocaine at sea this year.  CBP frontline per-
sonnel have seized 3.2 million pounds of narcotics.   
Cybersecurity.  DHS has formed the Computer Emergency 
Readiness Team to provide response to electronic attacks. 
Disaster Response.  The Federal Emergency Management 
Act has responded to 402 major disasters since March 2003, 
providing direct assistance to 3.72 million persons nationwide. 
Protecting Federal Workers.  ICE’s Federal Protective Ser-
vice (FPS) guards 9000 federal facilities.  In the last year, the 
FPS was responsible for 3000 citations/arrests and the inter-
ception of 760,000 items.  (How would you like the TSA at 
your office door each morning?) 
“Strengthened Business Processes” “U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services launched a new fee schedule…designed 
to improve customer service.”  Fees were doubled and tripled, 
and the agency now reports that waits are going to substan-
tially increase.  See www.uscis.gov. 
Briefly… 

Beyond Cruel and Unusual.  A Los Angeles Federal Judge 
recently said that it was beyond cruel and unusual punishment 
for Homeland Security to prohibit a biopsy on one of its de-
tainees, who subsequently died of penile cancer.  DHS refused 
to do the biopsy for 11 months, despite “voluminous” records 
showing multiple physicians saying the biopsy was urgently 
needed, as a lesion continued to grow.  A biopsy was finally 
ordered, but too late, after the ACLU intervened.  The judge 
said the death “would have been prevented by the exercise of 
basic human decency.”  LA Times, 3-13-08. 
Bill Gates Testifies for Improved Immigration Laws.  Bill 
Gates, in testimony before Congress this month, said, “Today, 
knowledge and expertise are the essential raw materials that 
companies and countries need.”  He proceeded to argue that 
the U.S. needs to reform its immigration system to encourage 
engineers, scientists, and their ilk to come to work for U.S. 
companies, rather than be employed abroad, due to the finite 
knowledge base in the world. He also argued for reforming 
our education system, to produce more of the same, as it is 
currently not producing enough science graduates to meet de-
mand. 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225 Tel: (360) 671-5945           Fax: (360) 676-5459           www.americanlaw.com Bellingham, Washington, USA     Creating TRANSPARENT BORDERS ™          Toronto & Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY UPDATE. 
By, Matthew Jellett, US patent attorney 
www.jellettlaw.com 

 I’m pretty much a general practitioner of intellectual 
property.  Like a  family doctor, I identify and take care of most 
of the common issues surrounding an intellectual property case.  
When it comes to brain surgery, I leave that up to the patent liti-
gators.   I hope to make this a regular column focused on IP is-
sues that related to individual inventors, small and medium sized 
businesses.  Try to keep it real and context sensitive.  

 On a daily basis, I deal with new technology, new ideas, 
and impassioned energized clients and companies.   For the most 
part this is energizing and exciting.  My clients are generally team 
oriented, forward minded companies or individuals who have a 
clear idea where they want to go, and love what they do.   I’m 
lucky to get a cat’s bird seat into the development process and 
add some value along the way. 

 Intellectual property is cool.  Where else in the law can 
you take an ordinary idea and surround it with, in some cases 
“bartered-for” property rights to clear, secure, and eventually 
commoditize, license or sell/assign the product or service. I could 
be wrong, but I’d like to believe that much of our US economic 
success is based on the “technological know how” these rights 
encompass. 

 As an introduction to this column,  I’d like to refresh or 
introduce you to some of the basics of intellectual property.  Most 
businesses whether they realize it or not hold some form of intel-
lectual property.  When they go to sell the business, many times 
the intellectual property is left on the table so to speak.   

 What might be left on the table is a business name which 
was not properly registered as a trademark, but was subsequently 
transferred with the business. In another case, it may be that the 
goodwill in the business was sold, but that the seller thought they 
were keeping the trademark. It might be that the new business is 
interested in a name, starts using it, and only later finds out some-
one in their industry has rights in that particular name.  

 A business sale, along with all of its assets can bring up 
issues as well.  The owner of the original developed technology 
may wish to maintain the patent rights in the technology. It may 
be that these rights are the only risk assurance that the company 
has for maintaining a strategic advantage in the marketplace. 

 In an acquisition, the purchaser may wish to know the 
validity of the intellectual property rights being purchased.  In 
other words, it is the patent good? Is that trademark registered? Is 
the copyright original. 

 Through careful searching, review and clarification, a 
company can understand where it belongs within the intellectual-
property landscape of prior art. 

  Simply put, there are 3 main areas of intellectual prop-
erty: patents, trademarks and copyright.  Trade secret is generally 
known as the fourth area of IP, but in many cases, the trade secret 
is protectable by patent.  I will only touch on the  very basics and 
later go into more detail in future articles. 

 Patents deal with inventions that are new, unique and 
non-obvious.  The Supreme Court famously said that anything 
under the sun which is man-made is patentable. This generally 
falls into a machine, and article of manufacture, or a process. 

 The process best known is as software, or a manufactur-
ing process, a series of steps.  The machine can be a piece of con-
struction equipment, and engine, a computer, a solar panel, etc…
An article of manufacture could be a shoe, a lightbulb, a watch, a 
phone etc… 

 Trademarks or “brands” are containers  for the goodwill 
of a company or product.  The name itself without use in com-
merce cannot be a trademark.   Only until there is use in com-
merce, (sales) will the “name” become a trademark. 

 One key requirement is to have use in commerce of the 
product or service to develop marketplace recognition by the con-
sumers of the product or service.  This  marketplace recognition 
usually takes the form of  advertising.  

 The property  or “res”, contained within the trademark  is 
the goodwill.  Without the goodwill, or the “res” there is no trade-
mark, only a shell of a name.   A trademark can exist as a product 
name, shape, smell, color, sound, or visual image.    Good exam-
ple’s are Apple, for computers; Xerox, for copiers; and the Coke 
Bottle. Channel No. 5, is a smell that is trademarked. 

 Copyright is the area of artistic expression and author-
ship.  An idea expressed in a tangible medium becomes copy-
rightable.  The neat thing about copyright is that once the idea is 
expressed in for example: paper, digital medium, sculpture, build-
ings, artwork, sound and music, or combinations of the above 
such as movies, the work itself is become copyrighted.   This ease 
of copyright protection also makes it one of the most difficult of 
three main areas of intellectual property to clear and protect. Evi-
dence of this is the current mass infringement of copyrighted digi-
tal media. 

 So, True or false: can idea be protected?  Short answer: 
False.  Long answer: it depends: 

From Ancient Greek ἰδέα (idea):  ) "to see". 

Noun:  idea (plural ideas)  That which exists in the mind as the 

result of mental activity; a thought or a concept.  http://

en.wiktionary.org/wiki/idea 

 How can you protect something that only exists in the 
mind?  You can’t. But, if the idea is put down in a tangible me-
dium of expression, or it is determined to be new, unique, and 
non-obvious, then it is protectable by patent and copyright. If you 
sell the product or service, then the sales develop goodwill which 
is protectable by trademark. 

 Matthew Jellett, Esq is a patent attorney in Bellingham 
WA, he can be reached at 360 527 9400 or matt@jellettlaw.com 
or www.jellettlaw.com/ipupdate 
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politics and minors: you gotta love it. 
 
On Saturday, March 1, students from Meridian, Lynden, Sehome, and Windward high schools competed 

in the Whatcom County District YMCA Mock Trial Competition at the Whatcom County Courthouse.  Our local 
attorneys acted as coaches, judges, and scorers; ultimately deciding which school did the best job arguing the 
above criminal case.  The winner of Whatcom County’s Mock Trial competition advanced to statewide competi-
tion. 

 
Naturally, I jumped at the opportunity to rate this year’s competition.  I was a mock trial geek throughout 

law school.  Visions of becoming the next Clarence Darrow or Johnnie Cochran took me through many endless 
nights of study.  Nowadays, rating competitions is fun.  I relearn the basics.  Mentally checklist what I would do 
differently.  It’s also deeply humbling.  I’m usually blown away by the sophistication displayed by our future at-
torneys.  Today was no different.  Lynden High School prosecuted the case.  Meridian High School defended.  
Here’s some runaway thoughts as I watched the proceedings . . . 

 
“Whoa, bloodthirsty Prosecutor . . . she has the “righteous indignation” thing down pat . . . hilarious witness, 

he’s turning cross exam into a circus . . . hey, defense counsel, don’t let that photo get admitted into evidence; 

there’s no foundation . . . Ms. Prosecutor, don’t sit down yet – yeah, your witness is spouting hearsay, but excited 

utterance and present sense impression exceptions exists  . . . watch your spacing in the courtroom . . . so THAT’S 

what I look like pacing back and forth . . . I gotta stop that . . . yes, great flow, keep raising reasonable doubt . . .” 

 
 I significant highlight was watching Defense counsel argue a 10-minute pretrial motion to suppress evi-
dence.  She memorized the entire motion!  More important, it wasn’t garbage.  She distinguished caselaw which 
hurt her position, quoted helpful caselaw, and flawlessly applied the law to her facts.  Very impressive.  I later 
advised her to be aware of judges who interrupt and ask questions in the middle of presentations; a common oc-
currence in advanced mock trial competitions and real-world practice. 
 
 Again, I was humbled.  The court battles were highly entertaining.  The prosecutors attempted admitting 
evidence of the defendant’s extramarital affairs through out-of-court conversations between various witnesses and 
the deceased victim.  Defense counsels responded with stinging hearsay objections, most of which were sustained 
by the trial judge.  In the spirit of coaching, I later advised the prosecutors to familiarize themselves with the 
twenty-odd hearsay exceptions that exist under the Federal Rules of Evidence.  “Don’t feel bad,” I said.   “That’s 
highly advanced stuff.  Most practicing attorneys, let alone high school students, haven’t mastered every available 
hearsay exception either.” 
 

Kudos to Whatcom County Superior Court Judge Charles Snyder, Commissioner Martha Gross, Commis-
sioner Leon Henley, WSBA President and mock trial coach Steve Chance, and our other attorney coaches who 
volunteered.  I am reminded why we are obligated to mentor and invest in our youth.  They are the future attor-
neys of America.  The hunger, talent, and zeal displayed at the competition was contagious.  I vicariously remi-
nisced why the law seduced me years ago, and why it still inspires me today.  It’s an endless teacher, a harsh dis-
ciplinarian, and reveals an ever-evolving photograph of our society.  I’d best raise my game if Whatcom County’s 
high school students represent the talent pool of tomorrow!  Perhaps I’ll start memorizing those twenty-odd hear-
say exceptions . . . 

 
Alex Ransom is an experience Civil Litigator with the Lustick Law Firm. He can be reached at:  
(360) 685-4221 

MOCK TRIAL cont... 



CLASSIFIED ADS 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Office space For Rent - Corner office in high visibil-
ity executive suites office building, next to the post office 
on Prospect Street and across the street from the courthouse 
and jail. Tenant will have shared use of two conference 
rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet clients. This 
office has its own individual thermostat to control heat and 
air conditioning in the office. Signage is available for busi-
ness name and free parking for clients. Permitted parking 
available for tenant. The monthly rental amount of $700.00 
includes heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage and internet 
access. Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 

Established firm seeks associate attorney for Mt. Vernon 
branch office. At least 2 years recent experience in family law 
(immigration experience a plus), 60K-100K salary DOE + benefits. 
Send resumes to Lori @ Tario & Associates, P.S., 119 N. Commer-
cial St., #1000, Bellingham, WA 98225. 
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Contract Public Defender office for the City of 
Bellingham is seeking a full-time Investigator.  
The Investigator will be under the assignment of 
five attorneys:  
 
Job Duties:   

Locate and interview witnesses, victims, and informants 
in person or over the phone to obtain information 
pertinent to case preparation 

Research information necessary for case evaluation or 
trial preparation 

Investigate the scene of crimes and take photographs or 
make diagrams 

Write interview synopses and memorandum to update the 
attorney of interview and research findings 

Prepare and serve legal documents 
Assist attorneys in trial, including jury selection and testi-

fying as a witness 
 
Job Requirements:   

Working knowledge of Microsoft Word, Office, Excel, 
Internet Explorer, and office equipment 

Work independently and prioritize tasks to meet dead-
lines 

Excellent communication skills and knowledge of inter-
view techniques and methods 

Work with mentally unstable, emotional, and hostile wit-
nesses 

Must have valid driver’s license and vehicle as travel is 
often necessary 

 
Qualifications:  

At least three years of college, Bachelor of Arts degree 
preferred 

Experience in law enforcement, criminal justice, or a law 
office 

Investigative experience preferred 
 
Send resume to Daniel McGreevy at 2003 D Street, Belling-
ham, WA 98225. 

 Okay, it’s only a local bar association newsletter, but still . . . Get published! Right here.  
Hey, this newsletter doesn’t write itself.  I’m looking forward to my inaugural year as editor, but I 

need your help.  It actually can be kind of fun, that is if you are into water torture.  Just kidding. If you 
have an idea, interesting providing a practice tidbit, etc...,  please e-mail me.  Matthew Jellett, editor 

WCBA NL matt@jellettlaw.com 
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REQUEST FOR LIBERTY BELL AWARD NOMINATIONS 

Deadline for nomination letters: Friday April 18, 2008 
 
 
 NOMINATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION’S 2008 LIBERTY BELL AWARD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Liberty Bell Award was established more than 30 years ago to acknowledge outstanding commu-
nity service to the legal system.  In Whatcom County, we often present this award to a layperson or or-
ganization.  More than 200 Bar Associations around the country now give the Liberty Bell Award each 

year to those who have: 
 
 

Promoted better understanding of the role of law; 
Encouraged greater respect for law and the courts; 

Stimulated a sense of civic responsibility; or 
Contributed to good government. 

 
 

Please fax or send nomination letters to 
WCBA President Steve Chance 
119 N. Commercial, Suite 275 

steve@chancelaw.com 
Fax:  676-00082 

BY Friday, April 18, 2008 

. 

The winner will be honored 
at the Wednesday, May 7th Bar Lunch. 

 
 Inevitably, and unfortunately, mistakes are going to be made. We make them as lawyers and at times they 
are made by our employees.  How and when mistakes reveal themselves can vary depending on your practice.   
As attorneys, we bear ultimate responsibility for every aspect of our client’s cases, including errors which might 
be made by our office employees. 
 
 In my view, it is unacceptable for an attorney to try and explain away some irregularity by saying “my secretary 
must have made a mistake”, or “I’m sorry, my paralegal must have failed to attach the exhibit”, or “my assistant 
failed to confirm the motion”.  Regardless of who bears immediate responsibility for a mistake, the attorney must 
accept ultimate responsibility and should do so when circumstances call for an explanation to the court or any 
third party.  My own staff knows that if a mistake is made,  it may be discussed internally but they will never be 

President’s Desk Continuted... 
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MARCH 2008 PRO BONO ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PP R O  BB O N O  CC O N N E C T I O N 

A d v o c a t e s  

W L A 
Legal Assista nce  by Whatcom  

PROVIDING ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR

LOW-INCOME WHATCOM COUNTY

RESIDENTS

360-671-6079

WWWW.LAWADVOCATES.ORG

 

Champions of  Justice FEBRUARY 
Clinics 

 Direct Representation 
Steve Chance 

Doborra Garrett 
Skip Johnsen 
Tom Mumford 
Greg Thulin 

Street Law 

 Rick Dodson 
Roger Ellingson 
Sandy Holtzman 
Cathy Marshall 
Tom Mumford 

Will Payne 

Family Law 
 

Penny Henderson 
 

 
 

Appeal to the 
Community… 

 
 

Thank you to Kathryn Hanowell 

Pro Bono 
Prize Box 

Thank You to the following attorneys for agreeing 

to provide free legal services through Law Advocates. 

 
And the February winner is…. 

...Steve Chance 

Steve received a $25 gift 
certificate to La Fiamma! 

                Congratulations                       Tom Lester!  Our 2007 volunteer attorney drawing winner. Tom received an overnight stay at the Willows Bed & Breakfast on Lummi Island. 

Award Winners from the Law 
Advocates Annual Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(From  Left to Right:  Roger Ellingson, Marjorie Simmons, 
Director Mary Swenson and Dawn Zervas) 

 

 
(From  Left to Right:  Roger Ellingson, Marjorie Simmons, 

Director Mary Swenson and Dawn Zervas) 

To Roger Ellingson, for distinguished pro bono service. 
Roger, Blaine citizen extraordinaire, always steps up to the 
plate in taking tough cases on behalf of vulnerable commu-
nity members in Blaine. 
 

To Marjorie Simmons, for her service in contributing 
thousands of dollars worth of services as a data base con-
sultant.  Marjorie is an expert on the use of data and the 
law; she rebuilt LAW Advocates’ database; and she contin-
ues to troubleshoot the database as a donation to our 
cause. 

To Dawn Zervas, sister of board member Dominique, for 
her continuing financial support of LAW Advocates.  Dawn, 
a co-founder of Torre Fazione Italia in Seattle, supports 
LAW Advocates as an item donor and contributor at our 
annual auction and also has sponsored our participation in 
the annual Human Race. 

We would like to thank those attorneys and law 
firms who contributed in February  on behalf of   
LAW Advcates: 

We appreciate all of your  continued support! 
 

“Isn’t it appropriate that the month of 
the tax begins with April Fool’s Day 
and ends with cries of May Day!”?” 

Peter Visser 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD 

 ON SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2008 SPONSORED BY:  WASHINGTON WOMEN LAWYERS - WHATCOM COUNTY CHAPTER       For more information or to sign up, please contact Mary Dickinson at maryd@biawc.com or  Marie Gallagher at mgallagher@adelstein.com  

The Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter is participating in a local Habitat for Humanity build again this year.  We have signed up to build on April 26, 2008.  We can use all the help we can get, so if  you are interested please sign up and join us.   

MEYERS RE-CERTIFIED AS ELDER LAW  
ATTORNEY 
Bellingham, Washington, March 12, 2008 -   
 

 Attorney Barry M. Meyers has been re-certified as an Elder Law attorney for 
five years by the National Elder Law Foundation(NELF). NELF is the only agency 
accredited by the American Bar Association to certify lawyers in the specialty area of 
elder law.  Mr. Meyers received his initial certification in May, 2003. 

 There are only 381 attorneys in the United States including 8 in Washington 
State certified as elder law attorneys. Mr. Meyers is the only certified elder law attorney north of Seattle. 

 In order to be certified, an attorney must demonstrate substantial involvement and experience in thirteen 
defined areas of elder law, pass a one-day written examination, attend continuing legal education of at least 45 
hours in elder law in the preceding three years, and receive recommendations from at least five attorneys. 

 In 2005, Mr. Meyers expanded his elder law practice to include the services of in-house Geriatric Care 
Managers. The Geriatric Care Managers, one a social worker, the other a registered nurse, assist families with 
long-term care planning and act as advocates for elder clients. 

 In 2007, Mr. Meyers was named a SuperLawyer by Washington Law and Politics Magazine. 

Mr. Meyers and his Associate, Steven D. Avery, offer the following elder law services to clients and their fami-
lies: long-term care and asset preservation; Medicaid applications and appeals; multi-generation estate and inca-
pacity planning; special needs trusts; guardianships; probate; pet trusts; trust administration; review of long-

term care insurance policies and reverse mortgages; and, elder abuse issues.  
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
DISTRICT COURT 
Whatcom County Courthouse 
311 Grand Ave, Suite 401 
Bellingham, WA  98225-4081 

 
 

A Note on Misdemeanant Deferred Prosecution Pleadings  
 

To those of you who find themselves representing clients in District Court pe-

titioning for deferred prosecutions under Chapter 10.05 RCW it may be worthwhile 

for you to review the pleadings you are using.  Although the bulk of the petitions and 

orders I review for deferred prosecutions are well done, I have noticed that some fail 

to address all the requirements contained in RCW 10.05.020, specifically those found 

in subsections (3)(b) and (4)(c).  Please note that subsection (3)(b) requires a petitioner 

to acknowledge and waive his or her right to testify, right to a speedy trial, right to call 

witnesses, right to present evidence in his or her defense, and his or her right to a jury 

trial.  Subsection (4)(c) requires the court to make specific findings in the order that 

“the petitioner has acknowledged and waived the right to testify, the right to a speedy 

trial, the right to call witnesses to testify, the right to present evidence in his or her de-

fense, and the right to a jury trial.”  RCW 10.05.020(4)(c).  If providing full advice to 

your clients and minimizing your time spent in the courtroom is important to you, it 

may be worthwhile for you to verify that the pleadings you are using satisfy all the 

statutory requirements for the entry of a deferred prosecution.  In this age of electronic 

forms, errors or omissions can easily be overlooked, and as easily passed along. 

Regards, 

Judge Grant, District Court. 



northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their clients resolve cases involving: Probate Guardianship Personal Injury Medical Negligence Employment Construction Defects Family Law Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. Hon. David Nichols, Ret. Hon. John Daffron, Ret. Mike Heatherly Loch Clark Marian Exall Rob Kelly 
(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website www.northwestdrg.com For information on our: Services Fees Neutrals 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

580 Bellingham Towers � 119 N Commercial St � Bellingham, WA  98225   Phone 360.738.4659 � FAX 360.738.8498 � Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  assistance in civil domestic violence  and family law cases 
 Thank you for your referrals! 

• Personal injury representation 
• Co-counsel or contract work on any (360) 312-5156 

 Attor-
ney 

Michael Heatherly 
LAW OFFICES OF 

ELIZABETH S. FASANO, P.S. Now Accepting Referrals for: - Vacating/Sealing Criminal Records - Firearm Rights Restoration - Canadian “Port-of-Entry” Rehabilitation - Personal Injury Cases - Family Law/Custody Cases 
Thank you for your referrals! 2102 Young Street           Phone: (360) 647-9676 Bellingham, WA 98225     Email: lisa@fasanolaw.com 
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THE LAW OFFICE OF 

RICK DODSON 
 
 

114 West Magnolia St. 
Fourth Floor 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

Office: (360) 392-3904 
Fax:  (360) 392-3906 

rick.dodson@rickdodsonlaw.com 

Gratefully accepting  

referrals in family law  

“Fluent in Russian” 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 
(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Matthew Jellett at the above e-mail address, or call 
(360) 527-9400. 


