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The monthly bar lunch and meeting will be at noon, Wednesday, May 
7, 2008, at Northwood Hall.  The CLE after the meeting will be on Wills 
and Trusts for the Generalist, Tips to avoid trouble spots.  

 BAR LUNCH  

The Whatcom County Bar Association 

2008 

NEWSLETTER 
MAY www.whatcombar.org 

The President’s Rant 
By Steve Chance 
WCBA President 

 I injured my right hand a while back doing something 
stupid on my mountain bike. It eventually required surgery 
leaving me in a cast and now a splint.  Am I looking for 
sympathy? Of course, but that is not the point of this article.  With my right hand 
out of commission, I was forced to move my computer mouse and mouse pad to 
my desk where I could use it with my left hand.   
 This change brought my Street Law mouse pad out of the shadows of my 
computer stand and onto my desk where it is now prominently displayed for all 
to see.  I received the mouse pad as a perk from Law Advocates a while back for 
volunteering as a Street Law lawyer.  I had forgotten how cool the pad actually 
is until a client took notice and asked about it.  This naturally lead to a discus-
sion of Street Law.  My client’s response was similar to most people when they 
learn what Street Law is all about.  I explained how teams of three lawyers vol-
unteer to man tables on Railroad Avenue or at the Bellingham Library two Satur-

(Continued on page 3) 

WCBA Newsletter will no longer be 
printed, only E-mailed, and Published 
on Bar Association Web Site  

Starting June of 2008,the 
Whatcom County Bar Association 
newsletter will no longer be printed 
for hardcopy circulation.  The news-
letter will still be available on the 
Whatcom County Bar Association’s 
website www.whatcombar.org.  Also, 
the newsletter will be available by e-
mail.  To be included on the e-mail 
list, please send a request to President 
Steve chance at steve@chancelaw.com.  

The change 
in distribution for-
mat was voted on at 
the last Bar Association meeting.  The 
members of the Bar Association 
moved to have the executive officers 
decide as to whether or not to keep the 
printed publications. It was deter-
mined that the high cost of the print 
publication could not be supported at 
this time. 
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A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS        

By Scott Railton, 1305—11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 

FOIA Lawsuit Regarding Electronic Searches at the Border.  
The Asian Law Caucus and the Electronic Frontier Foundation 
recently joined together to sue the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, for a response to their Freedom of Information Act request 
regarding border searches.  Their request seeks disclosure of the 
government’s rules/policies for searching, copying, and seizing 
electronic information, such as cell phones, smart phones, and 
laptops.   
 The Asian Law Caucus reported that it received more than 20 
complaints in January from members who had traveled abroad, 
and had been searched upon their return.  Complainants said 
when they objected, officers told them this was the border and 
they had no rights.  Complainants said officers inspected 
“travelers’ books, business cards collected from friends and col-
leagues, handwritten notes, personal photos, laptop computer 
files, and cell phone directories, and sometimes made copies of 
this information.”  www.asianlawcaucus.org.  In particular, First 
Amendment concerns were expressed regarding the extreme na-
ture of questions regarding political views and family ties. 
 The Caucus’s press release also tells the story of Nabila 
Mango, a U.S. citizen, who recently returned from the Middle 
East.  Agents at the San Francisco Airport searched her cell 
phone, business cards, music books, and asked her to name every 
person she met and place she slept during her travels.  Amir 
Khan, a U.S. citizen of Fremont, California, reported that he has 
spent over 20 hours being examined upon returns to the U.S., and 
has had his laptop computer, notebooks, and cell phone searched.   
 “The public has the right to know what the government's 
standards are for border searches,” says EFF Staff Attorney 
Marcia Hofmann. “Laptops, phones, and other gadgets include 
vast amounts of personal information. When will agents read 
your email? When do they copy data, where is it stored, and for 
how long? How will this information follow you throughout your 
life? The secrecy surrounding border search policies means that 
DHS has no accountability to America's travel-
ers.”  (www.eff.org) 
 It is not unusual for FOIA responses to take more than 20 
days, and this isn’t an explicit challenge to the Government’s 
authority to conduct these searches.  The groups are drawing at-
tention to an increasing concern for persons traveling through the 
border, including U.S. citizens.  For a copy of the complaint, see 
http://www.asianlawcaucus.org/ under “News.” 
In Other News… 
Some Foreign Students Now Able To Work Longer After 
Graduation.  The Department of Homeland Security announced 
a rule change this month, allowing foreign students to work in the 

U.S. after they finished their programs for up to 29 months, with-
out obtaining a different status.  The previous cap was 12 months.  
The catch, however, is the employer must enroll in the E-verify 
program, which has received a great amount of criticism over the 
past few years.  Also, the rule only applies to student in science, 
technology, engineering or mathematics. 
9th Circuit Finds Possession with Intent to Sell an Aggravated 
Felony.   In Rendon v. Mukasey (2/15/08), the 9th found that pos-
session with intent to sell includes an illicit trafficking element, 
and is therefore an aggravated felony.  The violated statute was 
from Kansas, but the immigration hearing was in the 9th Circuit.  
Once determined an aggravated felon, a person cannot usually 
obtain relief from removal. 
DHS Waives Environmental Laws for Fence, Again.  “The 
Secretary of Homeland Security has determined, pursuant to law, 
that it is necessary to waive certain laws, regulations and other 
legal requirements in order to ensure the expeditious construction 
of barriers and roads in the vicinity of the international land bor-
der of the United States.”  Federal Register, 4/3/08, Vol. 73, 
Number 65, Page 18293-18294.  The Notice cites over 30 Federal 
environmental laws that are waived, to expedite the construction 
of the fence. 
H-1B Lottery Held April 14th.   The U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Service held its lottery for H-1B applicants on April 14, 
as the agency immediately exceeded its quotas for H-1B appli-
cants during the first five day annual window for making applica-
tion.  The H-1B is a visa used to typically employ persons with 
bachelor’s degrees in the U.S.  Demand has been high for these 
visas for the last several years. 
Poultry Companies Raided. On April 16th, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents arrested approximately 400 workers 
at five Pilgrim's Pride Corporation chicken plants, in a simultane-
ous conducted raid of plants in West Virginia, Texas, and other 
locations.  Pilgrim’s Pride cooperated with the investigation and 
raid fully.  The raid was prompted by the company’s use of the 
government’s on-line work authorization verification system, 
which helped identify certain possible cases of identity fraud. 
Hate Groups Active in Washington State.  The Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, which in recent years has been active in immi-
gration matters, identifies 20 hate groups that are active in Wash-
ington, as per their Hate Groups map.  The map does not have 
any groups listed for Northwest Washington.  Washington State 
has more groups identified than most states.  To see the map, visit 
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/map/hate.jsp#s=WA. 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225 
Tel: (360) 671-5945           Fax: (360) 676-5459           www.americanlaw.com 

Bellingham, Washington, USA     Creating TRANSPARENT BORDERS ™          Toronto & Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
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President’s Rant, Continued... 

days a month to provide free legal advice.  She was sur-
prised the learn how many members of our local bar as-
sociation give so generously of their time to help people 
with real legal problems but who lack the ability to pay a 
lawyer.  Frankly, she seemed happier about this bit of 
information than the legal advice I was imparting. 
 
People have good reason to feel good about Street Law.  
It has grown to the point where it is now available year-
round.  Every other Saturday from mid-June thru August, 
it is located at the corner of Railroad and Magnolia.  
From September to May it is at the Bellingham Public 
Library.  It is not uncommon for people to be lined up 
waiting when the volunteer lawyers arrive.  Dozens of 
people can be helped during any 4 hour Street Law ses-
sion, most of whom would otherwise have no access to a 
lawyer. 
 
If you have ever thought about how much you charge 
your client for just 10 minutes of your time, it is easy to 
understand how many folks lack the ability to pay for le-
gal advice.  Often times 10-15 minutes of an attorney’s 
time at Street Law, either providing advice, interpreting a 
contract or other legal document, or assisting to fill out a 
form, is the determining factor in a person’s ability to 
access and achieve justice, or to afford them relief from 
overly zealous landlord or bill collector.  The type and 
scope of legal problems people bring to Street Law 
knows no bounds.  It is a truly fascinating experience for 
any lawyer. Those matters which require more substan-
tive attorney involvement can be referred to Law Advo-
cates for assignment to a volunteer lawyer. 
 
The Whatcom County Bar Association can be defined by 
the sum of its parts.  Street Law is an important part of 
who we are.  It is reflective of our collective recognition 
of the needs of those in our community who lack the abil-
ity to pay for a lawyer.  It is equally reflective of the gen-
erosity of our members who are willing to spend part of a 
Saturday afternoon speaking with and helping these 
folks.  Many opportunities exist for lawyers to sign up for 
a Street law throughout the year, and I encourage you to 
do so.  New lawyers and experienced lawyers alike are 
urged to get involved.  Scheduling is handled through 
Law Advocates. www.lawadvocates.org.  

 
Many of you serve as Street Lawyers multiple times 
throughout the year without much in the way of formal 
recognition, other than the appreciative thanks by the 
people they help.  Although I expect there is a box of 
Street Law mouse pads somewhere which could be dis-
tributed, the real perk in Street Law participation comes 
from the street. 

       

 

Happy Mothers Day!!! 
May11th, 2008 
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 On April 24, 2008, Division III of the Court of Ap-
peals published Clarke v. Tri-Cities Animal Care & Control 
Shelter, 2008 WL 1821709, --- P.3d --- (2008), reversing Franklin County Superior Court Judge Cameron Mitchell in ruling 
that the privately-run Tri-City Animal Control (“TCAC”) entity was not subject to the Public Disclosure Act. At issue was a 
request for euthanasia records from TCAC. It rejected the request by saying that it was “not a public agency.” This is not the 
first time TCAC has refused to produce public records. On September 23, 2005, attorney Mary Mahoney requested all re-
cords relating to the seizure of the Correas’ dog. TCAC’s response of September 28, 2005 restated that it was “not a public 
agency” and had no obligation to produce any records concerning the warrantless search and seizure, impound, potentially 
dangerous dog designation, and threat of euthanasia concerning a dog picked up by TCAC employees acting as commis-
sioned animal control officers within the city limits of Pasco. On April 1, 2005, Ms. Mahoney submitted another public dis-
closure request on behalf of Deborah Wegner whose dog was impounded by TCAC and euthanized. On May 11, 2005, 
TCAC refused to honor her request on the basis that, “We are not a public agency.” The practice of withholding public re-
cords from bereaving animal owners is of long duration. On September 13, 2003, Ms. Amara Pimentel’s dog Kilo was de-
clared potentially dangerous by Bruce Young and impounded at TCAC, and later killed. See Pimentel v. Young, Franklin 
Cy. Sup. Ct. No. 04-2-50598-7. TCAC allegedly rudely and illegally refused an in-person (and later, attorney-drafted) pub-
lic disclosure request by Ms. Pimentel for written proof that Kilo was killed. 
 
 Although several procedural issues were raised as to standards and burdens of proof and rights to trial following an 
unsuccessful show cause hearing, the court resolved the matter strictly on the narrow question of whether the Telford v. 
Thurston Cy. Bd. of Commrs, 95 Wash.App. 149 (1999) factors applied in favor of regarding TCAC as an “other local pub-
lic agency.” Clarke held that TCAC, though a private corporation, was the “functional equivalent” to  “another local public 
agency” and bound by the PDA, largely because of their core governmental function, extent of government funding, and 
degree of government control over daily operations. Particularly, their ability to exercise powers of compulsion, thereby 
implicating constitutional rights with the seizing and killing people’s dogs and cats, was of some moment. The Clarke court 
added: “Thus, TCAC is performing a governmental function that can never be wholly delegated to the private sector. Said 
another way, were we to conclude that TCAC is not a functional equivalent of a public agency, we would be setting a prece-
dent that would allow governmental agencies to contravene the intent of the PDA and the Public Records Act by contracting 
with private entities to perform core government functions.” Slip op. at 11. “In short, while the local government can dele-
gate the performance authority for this public function to a private entity, it cannot delegate away its statutory responsibility 
to perform within PDA legal requirements.” Slip op. at 10-11. I represented Ms. Clarke. On appeal I argued to Judges 
Stephens, Kulik, and Brown. One of the highlights at oral argument was when Judge Brown said that debatable questions of 
coverage under the “functional equivalent” test must pass the smell test. When examining the facts particular to this case, he 
noted that he had to “hold his nose.” Perhaps this explains the unanimous reversal in a published decision. 
 
 This decision will impact all humane societies and privately-contracted animal control agencies in the State of 
Washington who take on substantial delegated tasks of animal control care and enforcement and receive the lion’s share of 
their funding from public monies. For instance, SpokAnimal in Spokane, the former Tacoma-Pierce County Humane Soci-
ety, the former SSP in Bellingham, and the current Whatcom Humane Society would have likely fit within the ambit of this 
court’s decision.  Adam Karp  was appellant’s counsel on the case.   
 
Animal Law Offices of Adam P. Karp 
114 W. Magnolia St., Ste. 425 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
(360) 738-7273 (RARF) 
Outside Bellingham: (888) 430-0001 
Fax: (360) 392-3936 (FYDO) 
Web: www.animal-lawyer.com 
Email: adam@animal-lawyer.com 

Court of Appeals Extends Public 
Records Act to Privately Run 
Animal Care and Control Agen-
cies, By Adam Karp, Esq. 

 LEX BESTIA 
By ADAM KARP 

adam@animal-lawyer.com 
(360) 738-7273 



CLASSIFIED ADS 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 
by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Established firm seeks associate attorney for 
Mt. Vernon branch office. At least 2 years recent 
experience in family law (immigration experience a 
plus), 60K-100K salary DOE + benefits. Send re-
sumes to Lori @ Tario & Associates, P.S., 119 N. 
Commercial St., #1000, Bellingham, WA 98225. 
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Okay, it’s only a local bar association newsletter, but still . . . 

Get published! Right here.  
Hey, this newsletter doesn’t write itself.  I’m looking forward to my inaugural year as editor, but I 

need your help.  It actually can be kind of fun, that is if you are into water torture.  Just kidding. If you 
have an idea, interesting providing a practice tidbit, etc...,  please e-mail me.  Matthew Jellett, editor 
WCBA NL matt@jellettlaw.com 

Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka LLP seeks a liti-
gation associate with strong research and writing skills 
for a long-term relationship.  The ideal candidate 
should be community minded and enjoy long walks 
on the beach.  Please direct your cover letter and re-
sume to Jeffrey P. Fairchild, Esq., Adelstein, Sharpe 
& Serka LLP, P. O. Box 5158, Bellingham, WA  

Announcements and Changes 
 

The Law Library in the Skagit County Supe-
rior Courthouse is rolling out some new services, 
namely free wifi internet access and coffee!  The 
Law Librarian has asked me to spread the word 
about this service throughout the region, hence the 
advertisement below.  Would you mind sending 
this notice on to your respective bar associa-
tions?  If there is someone else I should be in con-
tact with to distribute this info, please let me 
know.  And of course, feel free to drop by the Law 
Library for coffee and internet if you are in Skagit 
County!   

 
Robert A. Kelly, has moved to a new location 

and opened his own law practice. His new office is 
at 301 Prospect Street, across from the courthouse 
and next to the post office. He will continue to prac-
tice family law and offer mediation services.  

 
 
His new contact information is: 
Robert A. Kelly 
301 Prospect Street 
Bellingham, Washington  98225 
360 738-3112 
Fx: 360-647-0389 
rob@robkelleylaw.com 
 
Judge Mary Kay Becker sent a $100 dona-

tion to the WCBA to help defray the cost of the 
WCBA tax problem.  

Buri Funston and Mumford will be hosting 
an informal open house with a meet and greet for 
her Justice Debora Stephens between 4 p.m. to  
6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7, 2008. 
www.burifunston.com 
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Senate Bill 6546: The Progressive Evolution 
of Ignition Interlock Device Legislation. By 
Alex Ransom, Esq. 

Washington’s DUI terrain is a war zone.  After months of 
litigation and sharp criticism from the courts, State Toxicologist 
Anne Marie Gordon and her Supervisor Barry Logan resigned 
amidst allegations of perjury, ethical problems, scientific errors and 
carelessness over the mismanagement of BAC breathalyzer solu-
tions.  Reflexively, tougher DUI laws got proposed.  Governor 
Christine Gregoire called for the reinstatement of DUI sobriety 
checkpoints allowing law enforcement to stop drivers without any 
legal basis and perform suspicion less searches.  Additionally, Sena-
tor Mike Carrell (R-Lakewood) sponsored legislation that proposed 
DUI offenders to attach fluorescent-yellow license plates on their 
cars one year after their driving privileges are restored.  Both bills 
were razed by media controversy before painfully dying on the 
blood-soaked fields of the Senate floor.    

Clearly, the war brings casualties.  The Tox Lab’s reputa-
tion is under fire.  Careers were disemboweled.  The aforemen-
tioned DUI legislation – which failed miserably – made us question 
the political will of our elected officials.  In a surprising, twist, how-
ever, Whatcom County’s very own Dale Brandland (R-Ferndale) 
has successfully navigated through the chaos and scorched earth of 
our DUI terrain.  His proposed Ignition Interlock Device legislation, 
Senate Bill 6546, passed unanimously on February 15, 2008.  In 
short, SB 6546 creates a new kind of driver’s license called an Igni-
tion Interlock Device License. These licenses allow DUI offenders 
to drive their vehicles, provided they are equipped with ignition 
interlocks, without first waiting out a driver’s license suspension. 

Some background is necessary.  An Ignition Interlock De-
vice is a mechanism similar to a breathalyzer which is installed in a 
vehicle’s dashboard.  Before the vehicle can be started, the driver 
must breathe into the device.  If the analyzed result is over a pro-
grammed blood alcohol concentration (BAC), commonly .02% 
or .04%, the vehicle will not start.  Typically, the devices must be 
installed on any vehicle operated by a person who is convicted of 
DUI.  After the period of license suspension for a DUI conviction 
has expired, a person may drive only a vehicle equipped with this 
device.  It is a misdemeanor crime for a person who is required to 
have one to drive without it. 

More background: a person’s license is suspended by the 
Department of Licensing and following a criminal conviction for 
DUI.  Administrative suspensions are based on either refusing to 
take the Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) test or having a BAC 
of .08 or higher.  Department of Licensing suspensions last from 90 
days to two years depending on whether the driver refused the BAC 
and whether there were prior incidents.   

Automatic license suspensions create problems for my 
DUI clients.  Most are gainfully employed, family-focused, have 
strong support networks, and lack criminal histories.   Unfortu-
nately, license suspensions prohibit them from legally driving their 
vehicles to work.  As a result, they are thrown into a tailspin of 
painfully limited options: (1) obey the law and stop driving on a 
suspended license; thus burdening friends/families/supervisors with 
rides to work (the legal, yet humiliating and inconvenient option 
exercised by few), (2) obtain an occupational license which allows 
them to drive to and from work (unfortunately, occupational li-
censes cover a mere portion of the suspension time), or (3) continue 

driving on a suspended license and avoid getting caught (blatantly 
illegal, yet makes sense for busy work/life/child schedules).   

Ignition Interlock Devices are also problematic; and are 
viewed by many as post-conviction insult to injury.  Although the 
devices deter drunk driving by those with obvious alcohol abuse 
problems, the devices are embarrassing and annoying to those with-
out drinking problems.  Consequently, some offenders become 
sneaky.  They may (1) refrain from driving for the required term the 
device must be installed, or (2) drive vehicles that are not registered 
to them; again risking exposure to misdemeanor criminal charges. 

The problems facing my clients bleed into our courts.  
Dockets are glutted with offenders who illegally drove on sus-
pended licenses and/or acquired criminal charges for failing to in-
stall an Ignition Interlock Device.  Typically, judges dislike jailing 
citizens on these types of charges alone.  Offenders who drive ille-
gally, without more, are rarely dangerous.  It also costs taxpayers 
approximately $75.00 per day ($35,000 per year) to house an in-
mate. 

Senator Brandland’s legislation has its finger on the pulse: 
“The whole purpose of this bill is to let people continue to go to 
work and be productive citizens but have some control over their 
behavior,” Brandland has said. “This is not going to fix the entire 
DUI problem, but this will work for certain people. And the net 
result, I hope, is many more interlock-equipped vehicles on the road 
than we see now.”  Senator Brandland is correct.  His legislation 
encourages people to bootstrap themselves out of the tailspin.  

True, SB 6546 has its faults.  For example, occupational 
licenses shall be made wholly unavailable. Occupational licenses 
allow a person to drive when their regular license is suspended.  
They are issued when the person demonstrates that it is necessary 
for him or her to drive to work, school, treatment, or other reasons 
specified by statute.  Yikes.  Short-term and expensive as they are, 
occupational licenses have always been a viable option for some.  
Furthermore, SB 6546 shortens the time period, from thirty days to 
twenty days, in which a person arrested for DUI must request a 
hearing from the DOL regarding his or her license suspension.  
Ouch.  As it stands, thirty days is an absurdly small window of time 
for clients to raise funds for defense, shop for defense counsel, and 
prepare for a DOL hearing.  The twenty day limitation gives even 
less time to prepare for a DOL hearing. 

Despite its faults, SB 6546 is overwhelmingly progressive.  
Offenders may continue driving to work – legally and unsuspended 
– by obtaining an IIDL.  The State benefits through increased moni-
toring of DUI offenders.  Court dockets are relieved through de-
creased license suspension and IID-related charges.  Taxpayers 
benefit by spending fewer resources incarcerating individuals who 
violate these laws.  Even the indigent benefit through programs 
which help subsidize the costs of IID.  Again, progressive.  Con-
gratulations to Senator Brandland.  Although the war continues, we 
have a better peace than the one we started with. 
 
Alexander F. Ransom, Esq., is a Litigation Associate for Lustick 
Law Firm.  He practices criminal defense, traffic infraction defense, 
and family law.   

“War is a series of catastrophes that results in 
a victory.” 
Georges Clemenceau (1841-1929) 
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Champions of  Justice 
MARCH 

 

Clinics 
 

Rolf Beckhusen 
James Britain 
Jeff Fairchild 
Starck Follis 
John Guardi 

 

Street Law 
 
Rolf Beckhusen 
Niky Bucovcan 
Marie Gallagher 
Sandy Holtzman 

Will Payne 
Dan Raas 

Family Law 
 

Paula McCandlis 
 

 
 

         Appeal to the Community... 
    

               Thank you to Marsha McKay for  
               her contribution in March. 

 

Pro Bono 
Prize Box 

Thank You to the following attorneys for agreeing 

to provide free legal services through Law Advocates. 

And the March winner is …   
Joe Pemberton 

Joe received two complimentary Breakfasts 
at Diamond Jims! 

We would like to thank those attorneys and law firms who 
contributed in March on behalf of LAW Advocates: 

We appreciate all of your continued support! 
 

Happy Memorial 
Day! 

Bill Johnston 
Barry Meyer 

Joe Pemberton 
Tim Slater 

Direct Representation 

 
 
 

 
Dear Colleagues: 
We come to you each May with an appeal to the heart.  Many of you contribute pro bono hours to our cause, and this month we  
will be calling to ask you to take out your wallets for the Campaign for Equal Justice.   
The core funding for LAW Advocates comes from the statewide Legal Foundation (historically IOLTA funded).  They in turn 
count on all of us to join the statewide effort to build resources for all legal aid programs.  The return is many fold:  the Legal 
Foundation most recently awarded LAW Advocates a grant for $115,000 for 2008,  the largest grant they have ever given 
us.  We need your help in  continuing this core funding.   
Please join us in making a donation to the Campaign for Equal Justice, 1325 Fourth Avenue, #1335, Seattle, WA  98101-
2509; or on line at www.c4ej.org.  Thank you! 
 
                                 Sincerely, 
 
                                  Ron Morgan                                      Kirsten Barron 
                          Local Campaign Chair                      Law Advocates Board Chair 

No one should have to face a legal crisis alone 

You can help provide the solution 

Nathan Dwyer 
Langabeer & Tull PS 

PP R O  BB O N O  CC O N N E C T I O N 

A
d

W 
 

L 
 

A 
 Legal Assistance by Whatcom 

 

 Providing access to justice for 
low-income Whatcom County 

Residents 
360-671-6079 

WWWW.LAWADVOCATES.ORG 
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I.  Call to Order:   
 President Steve Chance called the meeting to order at 12:15 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Steve Chance recognized the judicial members present and introduced new members and guests.  
 
III. Approval of March Minutes: 
 The March minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Law Advocates Report: 

Mary Swenson announced that Law Advocates is still in need of Street Law volunteers.  Street Law has expanded to twice a month.  
The pro bono award for service was given to Joe Pemberton.   

 
V.  Committee Reports and Announcements: 

Treasurer’s Report:  WCBA Treasurer Simi Jain presented the March Treasurer’s Report.  We currently have $14,156.44.  The 
March Treasurer’s Report was unanimously approved.   

Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  Marie Gallagher announced the upcoming Habitat for Humanity build 
on April 26, 2008.  She also announced that today was the last day to donate clothes for the YWCA Back to Work Boutique.   

Announcements:   
Mock Trial Teams: Steve Chance announced that the Lynden mock trial team took 7th and the Meridian mock trial team 

took 3rd at the recent state competition.  Meridian was invited to participate in the upcoming national competition.  
This is the first time in 14 years that a Whatcom County team has been invited to attend.  The Meridian team will 
need additional funding to assist with the cost of travel.  If you want to contribute, please do so directly or contact 
Steve Chance for more information.  

Speakers: Steve Chance announced the upcoming speaker schedule. May speaker is the Honorable Deborah Stevens, June 
speaker will be Phil Talmadge.   

Attorney Mentor Program: Bruce Smith has joined the attorney mentor program.  If you would like more information or 
would like to sign up to mentor, please visit the website. 

Community Service: The Liberty Bell Award nominations must be submitted by April 18, 2008.  The winner will be an-
nounced May 7, 2008.   

Taxes:  The WCBA has to hire an accountant to review the last several years of books to determine whether or not we 
need to file back tax returns.  The taxes, interest, and penalties could be significant in addition to paying for an ac-
countant.  We are also filing a tax return for the current year.  We will have more information once the accountant has 
had an opportunity to review our records.     

Law Library:  Steve Chance announced that we may need to lessen our law library contribution this year to pay for the tax 
problems we may face.  Steve asked for input on who utilizes the library and who runs the library.  The members be-
lieve the presiding judge oversees the library committed by statute, and Prosecutor Dave McEachran has been the 
WCBA appointed representative. The board will follow up on the current status of the law library.   

WCBA Newsletter:  The Newsletter will now only be sent via mail to dues paying members.  Steve Chance also suggested 
we only distribute the Newsletter via email in the future.  This will cut down on printing costs, but may drive away the 
advertisers.  A motion was made and approved to grant Steve Chance unilateral authority to make the decision to im-
mediately switch to electronic distribution of the Newsletter.   

 
VI.  Guest Speaker Pete Roberts from the WSBA Law Office Management Assistance Program: 

 
Mr. Roberts spoke about the services the WSBA offers for attorneys including addition services, alternative dispute resolution services, 

ethics opinion databases, contract workers discussion groups, law student assistance, and legal research services.   
Mr. Roberts also discussed computer security and the level of computer knowledge required to run a law practice.  
The WSBA has changed its focus from a discipline focus to a service and member focus.   
Mr. Roberts provided an overview of attorney demographics in the State of Washington.  There are currently 27,356 active members, 

19,271 of which are in the western corridor.   
The BOG unanimously submitted an amendment to Rule 1.5 (fees) requiring a written agreement directing where a flat fee will be 

deposited.  Comments are currently being accepted on the amendment.   
 

VII. Meeting adjourned:  President Steve Chance adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:10 p.m.   

Whatcom County Bar Association 
April 2, 2008 Minutes

 
Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 
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northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their 
clients resolve cases involving: 

Probate 
Guardianship 

Personal Injury 
Medical Negligence 

Employment 
Construction Defects 

Family Law 

Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. 
Hon. David Nichols, Ret. 
Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Mike Heatherly 
Loch Clark 
Marian Exall 
Rob Kelly 

(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website 

www.northwestdrg.com 
For information on our: 

Services 
Fees 

Neutrals 
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LAW OFFICE OF 
PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

580 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
 

Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 

Thank you for your referrals! 

• Personal injury 
representation 

• Co-counsel or 
contract work on any 
civil litigation project (360) 312-5156 

 Attorney 
Michael Heatherly 

LAW OFFICES OF 
ELIZABETH S. FASANO, P.S. 

Now Accepting Referrals for: 
- Vacating/Sealing Criminal Records 
- Firearm Rights Restoration 
- Canadian “Port-of-Entry” Rehabilitation 
- Personal Injury Cases 
- Family Law/Custody Cases 
Thank you for your referrals! 

2102 Young Street           Phone: (360) 647-9676 
Bellingham, WA 98225     Email: lisa@fasanolaw.com 
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THE LAW OFFICE OF 

RICK DODSON 
 
 

114 West Magnolia St. 
Fourth Floor 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Office: (360) 392-3904
Fax:  (360) 392-3906

rick.dodson@rickdodsonlaw.com

Gratefully accepting  
referrals in family law  

“Fluent in Russian”



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 
(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Matthew Jellett at the above e-mail address, or call 
(360) 527-9400. 
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