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Presidents Column 
   By Katti Esp 

   WCBA President 2009 

For my last President's column, I would like 

to recap what has been accomplished this 

year on behalf of the Whatcom County Bar 

Association. 

 

To begin with, attendance at the WCBA 

luncheons has regularly been over 60 people, and the Bar did not pay for any lunches 

that were not eaten this year.  Although I did not see all of the Whatcom County attor-

neys at the Bar lunches, I did notice the attendance of some attorneys who had not pre-

viously been regular attendees.  I think this is a start in the right direction.  In 2009, we 

had 197 members in the WCBA. 
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The monthly bar lunch and meeting will be at noon, Wednesday, 

December 2 2009, at Northwood Hall.   Doug Ende the WSBA 

Chief Disciplinary Counsel will speak on Legal Ethics.  Stick 

around for the CLE after the lunch meeting at 1:30 pm.  The topic 

will be Ethics with our local Ethics Expert Philip Buri.  

 

 

WCBA SEARCH FOR NEW BAR NEWS EDITOR 

for 2010-2011 

WCBA NL Editor Matthew Jellett’s two year term as the bar news editor will 

come to a close ending this January 2010.  This is your chance to contribute to 

your local bar association in a meaningful way, help to bring in some extra funds 

for charity, and get to know some of the other executive attorneys in the Bar Asso-

ciation.  The time commitment is minimal, only about 4 to 8 hours a month coordi-

nating articles, advertisements, and announcements. We use publisher as our pro-

duction platform, and the newsletter is completely digital (no mailings.) Once you 

have the process down, it’s a snap and fun to produce. Use your creative talents, 

and if you have the inclination do Articles.  The Position has a small yearly sti-

pend based on the ad revenue, and feel free to do your own column for self/firm 

promotion! The more I talk it up, the more I think I should sign up for another sea-

son! Just kidding. Please contact Matthew Jellett the current bar news editor, or 

Betsy Brinson the 2010 WCBA President for more information.  
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I.  Call to Order:   
 President Katti Esp called the meeting to order at 12:10 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Katti Esp recognized the judicial members present and introduced new members and guests.  The following 
new members and guests were introduced:  
Deb Flory 
Jamie Burns  
 

III. Approval of October 2009 Minutes: 
 The October 2009 minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Law Advocates Report: 

Amy Robinson reported that Lawyers Take Orders cleared over $50,000 this year.  Thank you to all who came and who 
donated.  

Mary Swenson acknowledged the attorneys who offered pro bono services during October 2009. 
The pro bono prize box for October 2009 goes to Bryan Page, who will receive a gift certificate from Diamond Jim’s. 
Mary distributed Street Law and Tenant Clinic sign-up sheets. 

 
V.  Committee Reports and Announcements: 

Treasurer’s Report:  WCBA Treasurer Dennis Williams presented the Treasurer’s Report for October 2009.  As of the 
end of October, there were 196 paid members, $4,215 in deposits for the month, and an ending balance of 
$20,006.17.  The Treasurer’s Report was unanimously approved. 

Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  No announcements 
Announcements:   

The CLE entitled “Evidence 2009:  Theory & Practice” is scheduled for this date at 1:30 p.m. at Northwood 
Hall. 

The next CLE, which is entitled “Keeping Secrets When It Hurts and Other Problems with Confidentiality,” is 
scheduled for December 2, 2009, at 1:30 p.m. at Northwood Hall. 

Katti Esp announced that the committee on judicial budgetary constraints is continuing to move forward and 
work on your behalf.  Deborra Garrett and Jim Britain have put together an editorial, which will be in the 
Bellingham Herald the Sunday following this meeting.  There is a Whatcom County Council meeting on 
November 10, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., at which the court budgetary problems will be discussed.  The committee 
would like as many members as possible to attend to share stories of how their practices are negatively af-
fected by the judicial budget crisis.  

Doug Shepherd announced that the WCBA annual ski trip will be on December 11, 2009.  Mark your calen-
dars.   

 
VI. Business: 

Katti Esp announced that Jack Ludwigson passed away.  The memorial will not be held until next spring.  Katti pro-
posed that the WCBA give a donation to Hospice of Whatcom County, one of the suggested memorials.  A motion was 
made and seconded to make a donation of $100.00 to Hospice of Whatcom County.  The motion was approved unani-
mously. 
 
Katti announced that the slate of WCBA officers for 2010 has been nominated.  They are the following:  Betsy Brinson, 
President; Doug Robertson, Vice President; Dennis Williams, Treasurer; and Angela Hughes, Secretary.  Members were 
asked at this meeting to elect these nominees.  A motion was made and seconded to elect the above slate of WCBA offi-
cers for 2010.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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                   Whatcom County Bar Association 

                    November 4, 2009 Minutes 

 

Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 

President Cont... 
 

While the WCBA did not host one major social event each quarter;  we did hold live new lawyer education programs in both 

the spring and the fall.  In addition to the education programs, the WCBA hosted a reception for new admittees in the spring, 

and co-sponsored the new admittee reception with Belcher Swanson in the fall.  As planned, a group of fellow WCBA attor-

neys enjoyed the Mariner's baseball game in Seattle on July 29 - when it was 106 degrees - and we had a great time! 

 

The Association implemented a new early registration discount for the local CLE programs.  Although we did not meet our 

goal of at least 50 attorneys at each local CLE, we made CLE preparation much easier.  More than two-thirds of the partici-

pants at the CLEs used the early-bird registration this year.  We had 55 attorneys participating in the Evidence CLE in Novem-

ber. 

 

Another major hurdle was that we were able to have the WCBA bylaws adopted this year. 

 

Income tax returns for 2007 and 2008 have been filed.  It is anticipated that the income tax returns for 2005 and 2006 will be 

filed before December 31, 2009, which means that the WCBA will be up-to-date on its income tax filings. 

 

The WCBA created a Committee to deal with the funding crisis facing the Whatcom County Superior Court.  The Committee 

then broke into eight smaller committees to deal with funding and efficiency issues to reduce costs for the court.  As I write this 

column, the funding has not been voted on by the Whatcom County Council, but it anticipated that the court system will re-

ceive the money needed to maintain the current status quo and that someone will be hired or promoted to fill the calendar clerk 

position currently held by Kay. 

 

The Committee has worked diligently to bring the issues surrounding adequate court funding to the attention of the County Ex-

ecutive and the County Council.  This has included writing a letter to the County Council and County Executive, writing an 

editorial for the Bellingham Herald, and attending multiple Whatcom County Council meetings.  The Committee will continue 

to work for the next year to make sure that the next budget for 2011-2012 continues to ensure adequate funding for the courts. 

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as the President of the Whatcom County Bar Association.  I have enjoyed 

working with all of the officers and members this year, and I hope that the new officers find their roles as rewarding as I found 

mine. 

 

Warmest regards,  

 

K.T. Esp WCBA President 2009. 

 

VII. Guest Speaker Whatcom Superior Court Judge Charles Snyder: 
The committee on judicial budgetary constraints is doing excellent work.  The judiciary appreciates the Bar stepping 
forward to help address these issues.  At a time of economic crisis like this, many citizens and elected officials lose 
sight of what the courts and attorneys do for society.  The court system has already been hit hard by the budget crisis.  
During 2009, the superior court has reduced pro tem commissioners and reduced payments made for GALs and con-
flict counsel; additional lay-offs are likely.  The district court has already had a 27% reduction in staff, which impacts 
DUI and DV cases; it could also lead to the suspension of pretrial monitoring and probation officers, which would 
exacerbate the problem of our already over-crowded jail.  Historically, the judiciary has responded to the executive’s 
proposed budget.  However, going forward, the judiciary will be presenting the county counsel with its own budget.  
Our fiscal circumstances will not likely change in the next couple of years.  However, we have to hold the line.  The 
Bar can help by educating citizens and elected officials about the importance of maintaining an effective court system. 

 
VIII. Meeting adjourned:  President Katti Esp adjourned the meeting.   
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers 

The place to be if you’re an Attorney. 

Email: nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 

Call 360-647-1916 (ext. 112) 240 sq. ft. to 

2,000 sq. ft.  119 N. Commercial St., Belling-

ham, WA 98225 

EXECUTIVE SUITES ON PROSPECT:  
Office in high visibility executive suites office build-

ing, next to the post office on Prospect Street and 

across the street from the courthouse and jail. Tenant 

will have shared use of two conference rooms, recep-

tionist to answer phone and greet clients. This office 

has its own individual thermostat to control heat and 

air conditioning in the office. Signage is available for 

business name and free parking for clients. Permitted 

parking available for tenant. The monthly rental 

amount of $650.00 includes heat, electricity, water, 

sewer, garbage and internet access.  

Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 

TRANSCRIPTION EXPRESS 

LAURA HARTNELL 

CELL: (360)319-4747 

FAX:  360-733-8325 

TRANSCRIPTIONS OF COURT HEARINGS AND TRIALS EXPERI-

ENCE:  18 YEARS WORKING FOR WHATCOM COUNTY IN 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S OFFICE AND DISTRICT COURT. 7 

YEARS PREPARING COURT TRANSCRIPTS FOR CASES ON AP-

PEAL FOR WASHINGTON APPELLATE PROJECT AND NIELSEN, 

BROMAN & KOCH 

Office Space for Rent - $600/month 

 Great office space in historic building one block 

from the courthouse. Approx. 528 sq. ft. includes 

2 offices, bathroom, and kitchen area. Will share 

conference room downstairs, pending availabil-

ity.  Call Buckland & Schumm at 671-1881 to 

schedule a time to see the space. 

Adoption Services Provider, Pre & Post 

Placement Reports International adop-

tion, domestic adoption, step-parent and 

grand parent adoptions. 

JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW 

25+ years adoption experience 

Court approved/Lic.#00005239 

360-714-9189 

joann.vesper@gmail.com 

Roy, Simmons & Parsons, an 

established Bellingham 

firm, is accepting applica-

tions for an associate at-

torney position.  Excellent 

academic credentials re-

quired.  Experience in mu-

nicipal and/or injury liti-

gation preferred.  Please 

send a cover letter, resume 

and references to Jeff 

Brown at 1223 Commercial 

Street, Bellingham, WA 

Excellent Office for an Attorney 

2518 Meridian Street 

Offered at $14/sf/yr NNN 

+/-840 square feet plus unfinished 

basement for storage 

Located in the Fountain District, 

Store fronts on high-traffic vol-

ume Meridian St. 

Off street parking behind bldg/6+ 

spots 

Equipped w/ADA ramp 

Kitchen, recently remodeled and 

updated 

Flexible lease terms 

Call Paul O'Brien for info or to 

view 

(360)676-4866 or (360)319-0967   

mailto:nancy@hollanderinvestments.com
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northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their 
clients resolve cases involving: 

Probate 
Guardianship 

Personal Injury 

Medical Negligence 
Employment 

Construction Defects 

Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. 
Hon. David Nichols, Ret. 
Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Mike Heatherly 
Loch Clark 
Marian Exall 
Rob Kelly 

(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website 

www.northwestdrg.com 
For information on our: 

Services 
Fees 

Neutrals 

 
Northwest  

Professional  

Supervised Visits 

 
Cathy Eisen-Herford 

Director 

Office/fax:  360.933.4853 

Cell:  360.689.5654 

nwpsvbell@yahoo.com  
  

 

Member of the  

Supervised Visitation  
Network 

www.svnetwork.net 

NWPSV  

Welcomes Family Law Colleagues  

to our 

Open House 

Thursday, September 17th 

Times:  11 am to 1 pm 
            4 pm to 7 pm 

Bellingham Towers 

119 North Commercial Street, Suite 580 
Bellingham 98225 

Refreshments will be served. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Providing on-site and off-site professional 

observation for court-ordered visitation and 

other related services.  
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LAW OFFICE OF 

PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

1225 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
 

Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 

Thank you for your referrals! 

• Personal injury 

representation 

• Co-counsel or 

contract work on any 
civil litigation project (360) 312-5156 

 
Attorney 

Michael Heatherly 

© Ingrid Jellett 2008 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 

(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Matthew Jellett at the above e-mail address, or call 

(360) 527-9400. 


