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ñThe Beckò 
 

 

My husbandôs little sister, Becky, affectionately known 

in the family as ñThe Beckò, is dying*  of inoperable/

untreatable cancer.  As the family has struggled and 

suffered through this process, I have had occasion to 

ask many imponderable questions such as ñWhat is 

life?ò, ñWhat is the meaning of life?ò, ñWhat is death?ò, ñWhat does it mean to 

be  dead?ò and ñWhy The Beck?ò I have no real answers to these questions; I am 

clearly no great philosopher nor am I some stellar intellectual who is going to 

give mankind the answers to these eternal puzzles.   

 

What I do know is that life is capricious and like the song says,ò you donôt know 

what youôve got ótil itôs goneò.  My life long friend, Fred Boettner, got up on the 

morning of February 1, 2007, just like any other day of his life, and headed off to 

work.  He never came home.  He was killed by teenage idiocy; he was the indi-

vidual killed in that horrific crash on the Guide Meridian when those kids were 

racing.  Iôll never forget the call I got that morning from his daughter, Kym, 

sharing her awful news.  Why Fred?  What act of fate or divinity or force of na-

ture put him in that place at that time? 

 

And while I have considered all of this, I have also watched my brother who is 

busy checking experiences off of his ñbucket listò, the list of things that he wants 

to do before he kicks the bucket.  Iôm not sure whether it is because I have no 
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The monthly bar lunch and meeting will be at noon, 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 at Northwood Hall.  The 

Guest Speaker will be Ralph Smallwood, the Executive 

Director of the Homeport Learning Center.   

 

~See Page 14, for exciting details! 
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I.  Call to Order:   
 President Betsy Brinson called the meeting to order at 12:19 p.m. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Betsy Brinson recognized the judicial members present and introduced new members and guests.  The follow-
ing guests were introduced:  Kay Baddeley (Retired Superior Court Clerk), Geoff Gibbs (WSBA), and Mary Kay Robin-
son (Vice President of Banner Bank and nominee for Law Advocates Board for 2010.)  The following new members 
were introduced:  Alexandria (Sasha) Virka and Bill Bowman.     
 

III. Approval of January 2010 Minutes: 
 The January 2010 minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Committee Reports and Announcements: 

Treasurerõs Report:  WCBA Treasurer Dennis Williams presented the February 2010 Treasurerõs Report.  The beginning 
balance was $15,184.38.  As of this date there were 157 members, $20,618.41 in deposits for the month, and an 
ending balance of $34,692.38.  Dennis also gave an update that his plea on behalf on the WCBA that the $1700 in 
penalties be abated was successful.  The WCBA still has to deal with taxes for 2006 and 2007. 

Washington Women Lawyers ð Whatcom County Chapter:  No announcements. 
Announcements:   

Betsy Brinson announced that the CLE Committee has sent questionnaires out and wants input regarding what 
CLE classes members are interested in for this year.  Please complete the questionnaire and send them to 
Mary Swenson. 

Committee on Judicial Budgetary Constraints:  Judge Snyder reported that the committee held its first meeting 
yesterday, which was productive but stressed there is still a long way to go. 

Mock Trial:  Leon Henley announced that raters are still needed for the mock trial competition that will be held 
on February 20th.  Sign up sheets were circulated and members were encouraged to sign up. 

 
V. Business: 

 
Jim Haigh announced that after hours access on library for attorneys has been restored as announced in the February 
WCBA Newsletter.  Jim noted that there is a different process for after-hours access that requires obtaining a security 
bypass badge for $75, which is good for two years.  It allows access to the law library after 5:00 p.m. and on the week-
ends.  Applications for the badge are in the County Executiveõs Office with instructions regarding how it works.  Any-
one with questions can call Jim Haigh. 
 
Betsy Brinson announced that the Skagit County Bar Association is having an open house for the Skagit County Law 
Library on February 5, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The Skagit County District Court probation has also invited 
members of WCBA to stop by on Friday for cookies. 
 
Geoff Gibbs of the Washington State Bar Association announced his term was up in September and the Board of Gov-
ernors (BOG) has used an informal rotation to replace him and it is Whatcom Countyõs turn.  Only one person ex-
pressed interest in BOG.  Applications must be received (not postmarked) by March 1, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.  Geoff Gibbs 
praised the WCBA for its excellent programs. 
 
Alex Ransom announced that Whatcom Young Professionals will be having a social on February 26, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Plan B.  The theme is cops and robbers and you can pay to put people in jail.  All proceeds will benefit Law Advo-
cates.   
 
Judge Snyder announced there will be a change in the procedure for setting a case for trial due to the loss of a calendar 
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clerk and that a final announcement regarding the new procedure is coming soon.     
 
New Business: 
Betsy Brinson and Judge Snyder recognized Kay Baddeley for her 30 years of outstanding service in the Superior 
Court Clerkõs Office.  Judge Snyder praised Kay for her years of management of all cases both civil and criminal and 
stressed that she is missed in clerkõs office.  Judge Snyder presented Kay with an award for service on behalf of the 
WCBA. 
 
Betsy Brinson announced that now the WCBA is a member of Equal Justice Coalition. 

 
VI. Law Advocates Annual Meeting:   
 

Law Advocates annual meeting: 
 

Mary Swenson circulated sign up sheets for Tenant Clinic and Street Law. 
 

Report on Activities and Hope for 2010: 
Scot Swanson looked back at 2009, which was a year of significant growth in client needs and challenges for funding.  
Street law was held twice monthly year round.  Scot thanked members of the WCBA for participating in Law Advo-
cates.  Mary Swenson showed video re law advocates and street law.   

 
Amy Robinson reported that the Lawyers Take Orders event in 2009 raised over $50,000 net for Law Advocates.  
Amy recognized by name each individual lawyer that participated in Lawyers Take Orders and thanked them for their 
participation. 

 
Ratification of New Board Members and 2010 Officers:    
New Board Members:  Betsy Brinson (ex officio as Bar President), Mary Kay Robinson, Bryan Page.  Slate approved 
unanimously.   

 
2010 Officers:  Amy Robinson (Chair), Jim Britain (Vice Chair), Tom Mumford (Secretary), Alan Knutson 
(Treasurer), Scot Swanson (Past Chair).   

 
Introduction of Remaining Current Directors:  Stephen Gockley, Sandy Holtzman, Tom Lester, Cathy Marshall, 
Robin Mullins, Dan Parsons, Dominique Zervas. 

 
Motion was made and seconded to ratify new board members and 2010 officers.  The motion was approved unani-
mously.   

 
Amy Robinson recognized the continued service of the following advisory board members: Kirsten Barron (Liaison 
to Access to Justice Board), Ron Morgan (Liaison to Law Fund Board), and Dennis Williams (Liaison to Whatcom 
County Bar Association Executive Committee.)  

 
The following two parting members were also recognized:  Katti Esp and Linda Turner.  Law Advocates thanked 
both for their service. 

 
Mary introduced and thanked members of the Law Advocates staff. 

 
Special Recognition of Outstanding Volunteers and Supports:  Meg Jacobson and Linda Turner.   

 
Presentation of the First Joseph T. Pemberton Award for commitment to civil legal needs:  Dan Raas spoke regarding 
Joeõs contributions to civil legal aid.  Law Advocates recognized Joe Pemberton posthumously with the award, which 

(Continued from page 2) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

alex@ransom-lawfirm.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Office Space Available ï Bellingham 

Towers 

The place to be if youôre an Attorney. 

Email: nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 

Call 360-647-1916 (ext. 112) 240 sq. ft. 

to 2,000 sq. ft.  119 N. Commercial St., 

EXECUTIVE SUITES ON PROSPECT:  

Office in high visibility executive suites of-

fice building, next to the post office on Pros-

pect Street and across the street from the 

courthouse and jail. Tenant will have shared 

use of two conference rooms, receptionist to 

answer phone and greet clients. This office 

has its own individual thermostat to control 

heat and air conditioning in the office. Sign-

age is available for business name and free 

parking for clients. Permitted parking avail-

able for tenant. The monthly rental amount of 

$650.00 includes heat, electricity, water, 

sewer, garbage and internet access.  

Office Space for Rent - $600/month 

 Great office space in historic building one block from the courthouse. Approx. 528 sq. ft. includes 2 offices, 

bathroom, and kitchen area. Will share conference room downstairs, pending availability.  Call Buckland & 

Schumm at 671-1881 to schedule a time to see the space. 

Adoption Services Provider, Pre & Post Placement Reports International adoption, domestic adoption, step

-parent and grand parent adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years adoption experience; Court ap-

proved/Lic.#00005239; 360-714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

Roy, Simmons & Parsons , an established Bellingham firm, is accepting applications 
for an associate attorney position.  Excellent academic credentials required.  Experi-
ence in municipal and/or injury litigation preferred.   Please send a cover letter, re-
sume and references to Jeff Brown at 1223 Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. 

Office Space to RentðMt Vernon!  

Approximately 1000 sq ft of profes-

sional space. Two office spaces, two 

reception/conference areas, bathroom 

and kitchen. The space is comprised of 

the entire main floor of a Craftsman 

home and is one block from the court-

house on Dupont.   $1000/month + 

NNN 

Call David Rostykus, 360-220-6849 

Modern second-story law office with view of Bellingham Bay located on the corner of 12th Street and Old Fairhaven 

Parkway just outside downtown Fairhaven.  Three-quarters occupied by a boutique immigration law firm with one unoc-

cupied private office space for sublease.  Office is 11 İò by 14ò (161 sqft) with a separate door to a private balcony over-

looking the bay.  Monthly lease of $550 includes shared use of conference room, VOIP phone line, high-speed Internet 

connection, commercial-grade copier and utilities.  Please contact Nick Berning (360)933-1612 or nickb@tdknowles.com. 

Vote CCC 

I have accepted the nomination to represent the 2nd Congressional Dis-

trict on WSBAôs Board of Governors (BOG).   As many of you are al-

ready aware, I am familiar with the commitment and demands of serving 

statewide organizations.  My service on WSTLAôs BOG and on 

WSBAôs Disciplinary Board and its Leadership Instituteôs Advisory 

Board has fully prepared me for the work at hand.   Please watch for 

your electronic or paper ballots starting April 15th, and be sure to 

vote.  When you are voting, I would greatly appreciate your vote and the 

opportunity to represent our District.  Thank you in advance, Carrie 

Coppinger Carter 

mailto:nancy@hollanderinvestments.com
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