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Minor Format Experimentation!
We are trying out a double column format for your reading pleasure. Is it better or worse? You be the
judge! Harass the editors with emails of outrage or praise as the case may be.

BAR LUNCH
The monthly bar lunch and meeting will next be held
on September 1st… it‘s been a long summer, but don‘t worry
we will provide you with the exciting details in our September
issue of the how and when!

Superlative
Disclaimer:
The information & various articles contained within this publication have not been checked for
accuracy. All opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Bar Association, the
Newsletter, or the agents thereof.
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The Nook: Law Library News by Virginia Tucker
Board of Trustees Seeking New Member & Big Thank-you to Outgoing Trustee Phil
Buri
The Law Library‘s Board of Trustees is seeking a new member. Phil Buri has completed a full term of four years on the Board and we need a member of the local bar association to take his
place. Big shoes to fill, of course! Thank you, Phil, for all your years of service!
This is a great opportunity to be involved in the workings of the library. The other members of the Board
are Pat Gallery, Jim Haigh, Judge Charles Snyder, and two ex officio members, Dave McEachran and Pete
Kremen. In accordance with RCW 27.24.020(2), ―members of the county bar association shall choose three
members of the county to be trustees.‖ The Board meets twice a year and exchanges emails as needed. If
you are interested, please contact Betsy Brinson. If you have general questions about what‘s involved,
please contact Virginia Tucker at the Law Library.

The President’s Column
By Betsy Brinson

“The Perils of Word-Smithing
When You Can’t Spell”
Writing this monthly column has emphasized for me that I‘m worse than a bad speller;
I‘m a non-speller. As a product of Campus
School, I never learned how to spell, a trait I
was able to conceal to a large degree by having
indecipherable handwriting, which I fully credit
for getting me through the Bar Exam. As you
can imagine, spell-check is a God-send to me,
but offers its own perils. When you don‘t spell
well it‘s harder to recognize when you‘ve been
out-smarted by the computer into looking dumb
by having a misspelled a word replaced by the
wrong word. Consequently, I spend a fair
amount of time perusing the dictionary when I
am writing, trying to avoid just this problem.
Lately this has caused me to ruminate on just

how complex language is, in general, and how
difficult it can be to clearly express yourself.
When there‘s an article by Robert Cumbow in the Bar News, as there was in the July
2010 edition, I always enjoy the read; he‘s such
a master of what we can all aspire to, as attorneys and word-smiths. English is full of traps.
There‘s the basic ―to‖, ―too‖ and ―two‖ or
―there‖, ―their‖ and ―they‘re‖, words that sound
the same but their differentiated spellings give
them different meanings. But, how many of
you can honestly say you haven‘t had to think
about ―then‖ and ―than‖ and never have to look
up ―affect‖ and ―effect‖ to get those right?
Then there are the words that can be either a
noun or a verb depending on the sentence structure, like ―pet‖, ―snow‖ and ―oil‖. And we have
single words that can mean many different
things, depending on the context, such as
―check‖. A check can be a bank draft, a shape
of a mark on a paper, the act of making inquiry,
(Continued on page 3)
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stopping something or a crack in a piece of
wood. And then, we have words that broadly
have the same meaning but supply different
shadings, such as ―stop‖, ―check‖ and ―stem‖.
Have you ever paused to wonder where and
when you learned the skill of deciding which of
those words to use in a given context? How
about the differentiations of ―flagellate‖ (not to
be confused with ―flatulent‖ or ―‖flagellum‖),
―castigate‖, ―scourge‖, ―scorn‖ and ―fulminate‖?
Have you ever wondered why we have so many
words to express sever disapproval or describe
―dressing someone down‖, and where did that
expression ever come from anyway?
This brings up two whole other complexities to language, literary illusions and common
vernacular or slang. Until corrected a few years
ago, I always thought the expression ―cut to the
chase‖, as in get to the exciting part, was ―cut to
the chafe‖, meaning get to the problem or issue.
I knew what the expression meant, but because I
didn‘t realize it had originated from the movie
world, I was giving it a longer history than it
has; ―chase scenes‖ haven‘t really been around
that long while chafing, not to be confused with
chaffing, has been around since friction was invented. But unless you were speaking English at
the time new expressions or words are introduced, you may not necessarily know the historical context in which the word or expression
emerged. We all use expressions that we may
not know the origin of. Do any of you know the
origin of ―dog and pony show‖?
Language is always evolving and words
are emerging all of the time, just as other words
become passé or obsolete. This is routinely
brought to my attention by the fact that I use a
1948 Webster‘s Collegiate Dictionary. My dictionary pre-dates computers and all of the asso-
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ciated language and equipment. It pre-dates
many, many major scientific and medical breakthroughs or discoveries. And, as such, I find
myself often having to turn to the internet to
look-up those words brought into the language
in the last sixty some years. However, when you
can‘t spell, looking things up on the internet can
be very challenging. When I don‘t know how to
spell a word, I can readily try different combinations to search out the proper spelling in my dictionary, or worse case scenario, use synonyms
and my Roget‘s Thesaurus. I don‘t find this to
be as readily do-able on line. I can never remember how to spell ―hors d‘oeuvre‖, but I
know it‘s next to ―horse‖ in my dictionary. Just
how do you go about finding that word that
starts with ―f‖ that means ―to nurture‖ or ―to instigate‖ on the computer? My trusty Webster‘s
tells me it‘s ―foment‖ not ―ferment‖. Maybe I
just need to buy a new dictionary! But then
what do I do if hors d‘oeuvre is no longer next to
horse?
Hope you‘re enjoying your summer!
See you at our meeting on September 1st!
Betsy

PAGE 4

THE WHATCOM COUNTY B AR

A U G U S T . 20 1 0

is studied. It is the foundation in our legal
system which disfavors the dead from havRamblings of a Small Time
ing control over the living for generations
Country Lawyer
down the line. It sounds like a good policy.
It has worked historically as a good policy;
~By Rajeev!
enough so that it began to be statutorily
codified in 1536 in the Statute of Uses.1 In
You have undoubtedly noticed, I am
fact, I would go so far as to say it is an exnow stuck in a half-page column, as is the
tremely good policy that has served our Anwhole Journal. Someone suggested this
glosphere Civilization well.2 We have modiwould make it more reader-friendly, but I
fied it in various forms, with 28 of the
feel it is very claustrophobic. Have you
United States adopting a form of the Uniever been trapped in a column width? Give
form Statutory Rule Against Perpetuities
me wide-open spaces any day (also let me
which extends the 21 years to 90 years, but
know if you like the new format).
the theory is the same.
Change, who likes it? Not lawyers…
then again, if society didn‟t revise statutes
and produce copious new regulation every
once in a while we would be out of a job as
the public figured out how to do it on their
own. If you haven‟t noticed from my articles, I love the common law and all the archaic eccentricities and history that comes
with it. My favorite piece of our common
law heritage is the Rule Against Perpetuities… which is why it is such a shock to me
that some of the United States are statutorily doing away with this 500 year old bedrock of our legal system!
Think back to law school… unlock
those suppressed memories and repeat after me: “No interest is good unless it must
vest, if at all, not later than twenty-one
years after the death of some life in being
at the creation of the interest.” Now, after the flashback migraine recedes and you
have re-suppressed the malicious behavior
of your first property law professor, we can
calmly say: „Wait? What?!‟ To keep it simple, the above phrase is the most common
form in which the Rule Against Perpetuities

Now, I want to clarify something: I
am not the kind of guy who sits around
reading old cases from the King‟s Bench
from 500 years ago… I find it fascinating,
yes, but the only reason it is on my mind
now is that I recently was in the odd position of having to argue to a binding arbitration panel that “Notwithstanding the fact
that perpetuities in real estate are invalid
in Washington, such perpetuities have been
abolished as a matter of policy under common law and statutory law pre-existing the
United States.” The panel ruled against my
position, much to my chagrin, but some recent developments in property law seem to
indicate that their disdain for rules against
perpetuities is somewhat fashionable.
My own homeland of Idaho, along
with Alaska, New Jersey, and South Dakota
have abolished the Rule Against Perpetuities. That‟s right, they‟ve just dumped
500+ years of legal tradition and public policy on its head. Why, might you ask? Well,
apparently these states are marketing
themselves as safe havens for perpetual
(Continued on page 5)
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family trusts through the use of a rich man‟s
loophole in federal tax law.
In 1986, the Federal Government
passed a Tax Act which allows avoidance of
transfer taxes on trusts, where the transfer
would be allowed by the Rule Against Perpetuities under state law. Do you see where
this is going? If your state has no Rule, the
trusts in that state avoid all federal transfer
taxes! There is, however, a catch: I call
this the Federal government‟s Anti-Rajeev
clause. The trusts in question have to be of
a value of at least somewhere around 2.75
millions dollars or so… which means I, along
with 95% of all other Americans, will never
get to use this loophole. Outrageous!
In this era of a radically shrinking middle class, I‟m going to have to call a spade a
spade, and say: “this stinks.” One great
thing about the Common Law, including the
Rule Against Perpetuities, is that it is full of
common sense. It has served us well for
half a millennia to free up resources and
prevent perpetual rule of our society by dynastic trusts… and I say let‟s keep it around
for another 5oo years.
I‟m sure the fat cats down in Bellingham who are reading this article while wearing Chinchilla fur coats and sipping 100 year
old Scotch, will stroke their chins and cluck
their tongues in disapproval of my proletarian sentiments… but, there are collective
gems of wisdom in our common law, and we
should think twice before casting them aside
in a statutory and regulatory frenzy.
Endnotes
1—See The Statute of Uses, 27 Hen.8 c.10 (1536).
2– I am not sure why but my inner Bengali & inner Irishman has begun kicking me in the stomach.

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

THE WHATCOM COUNTY B AR

CLASSIFIED ADS

A U G U S T . 20 1 0

EXECUTIVE SUITES ON PROSPECT:

Office in high visibility executive suites
office building, next to the post office on
Free to all WCBA members & firms
Prospect Street and across the street from
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to:
the courthouse and jail. Tenant will have
alex@ransom-lawfirm.com
shared use of two conference rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet cliby the 15th of the preceding month
Questions? Call 360 527-9400
ents. This office has its own individual
thermostat to control heat and air conditioning in the office. Signage is available
Office Space Available – Bellingham
Towers
for business name and free parking for
The place to be if you‘re an Attorney.
clients. Permitted parking available for
Email: nancy@hollanderinvestments.com tenant. The monthly rental amount of
Call 360-647-1916 (ext. 112) 240 sq. ft.
$550.00 includes heat, electricity, water,
to 2,000 sq. ft. 119 N. Commercial St.,
sewer, garbage and internet access.
Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100.

Adoption Services Provider
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent
adoptions. JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW. 25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239;
360-714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com
Office Space for Rent - $600/month Great office space in historic building one block from the courthouse. Approx. 528 sq. ft. includes 2 offices, bathroom, & kitchen. Shared conference room downstairs,
pending availability. Call Buckland & Schumm at 671-1881 to schedule time to see the space.
Building for lease, prime downtown Mount Vernon, 2 blocks from courthouse. Ideal for
attorney/accountant or similar. Ground level brick bldg., 1400+ sq. ft. 3 office/rooms + reception & large common area, 2 bathrooms & shower. Must see to appreciate. $1,500/mo
NNN. Call 360-419-0100.

Roy, Simmons & Parsons, an established Bellingham firm, is accepting applications for an associate attorney position. Excellent academic credentials required. Experience in municipal
and/or injury litigation preferred. Please send a cover letter, resume and references to Jeff
Brown at 1223 Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225.

PI Legal Assistant seeking full time employment. Experienced and proficient in Time Matters,
Word, Excel and Outlook (email). For detailed work experience please contact me, Kay Hughes, at
360-770-0743 or kz65pony@hotmail.com
Criminal Defense Associate - Bellingham firm seeks attorney with minimum one year experience in misdemeanor defense (or prosecution); excellent courtroom presentation skills; strong writing and analytical
abilities; good work ethic; and the desire to work as part of a team. Active WSBA membership is required. We offer a competitive salary, commission, bonuses, medical insurance, 401(k), paid vacation, and
opportunities for advancement and professional growth. Mail a resumé, references, and cover letter to Jeffrey Lustick, 222 Grand Avenue, Suite ―A‖, Bellingham, WA 98225.
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Highlights from Mary
Swenson’s retirement
party!
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the 70‘s and 80‘s. Unemployment typically
Speaker Discusses
Whatcom County’s Economic went up about 6-7 points. Although, we‘re
getting better about dampening the effects of
Recovery

unemployment, Hodges nevertheless warned
there‘s a price to be paid. ―What I‘ve noticed
―I want you to think about the shape of is that recoveries have gotten steadily
the recovery,‖ said Hart Hodges, Director of longer,‖ said Hodges. ―All in all, recovery
WWU‘s Center for Economic Business Re- may take about five years.‖
search (CEBR), before a rapt audience at
June‘s Bar Association Luncheon. ―Put INFLATION
yourself in the year 2015. From that standpoint, flipping back, what would we say
Hodges doubted the myth that inflaabout our present economic recovery? What tion won‘t increase until the labor market
was going on?‖ CEBR analyzes business and housing market recovers. He believes
conditions, provides economic forecasts, and the real issue is our global situation: ―Look
serves as a primary resource center for the at debt,‖ said Hodges. ―Look at outstanding
business and economic development com- public debt in the U.S. and what‘s going on
munities in Washington State.
Today, in China. There‘s bound to be pressure comHodges‘ presentation focused on economic ing through financial markets and interest
recovery, inflation, migration patterns, gen- rates.‖
der and manufacturing.
MIGRATION PATTERNS
RECOVERY
―Generally, people become mobile in
―We just experienced a ‗V-Shaped‘ reces- their mid-20‘s,‖ said Hodges. ―They‘re
sion. We‘re already back to normal in terms looking for economic opportunity. They
of trends of economic output, inventories and leave small towns and go to big towns. They
supplies,‖ said Hodges. He addressed the go where labor markets are larger. As people
myth that Whatcom County‘s local economy get older, they return to smaller, non-metro
naturally lags behind the national economy. towns.‖ Similarly, Hodges mentioned that‘s
―Actually, there‘s very little data to support exactly what‘s taking place in Whatcom
that,‖ he said. ―Major trends are the same. County. ―What we have in Whatcom County
Our local labor market shows that there are people in their late 40‘s and 50‘s returnwon‘t be job growth for a while.‖
ing. That‘s what‘s driving our population
―The real question is, how many months growth.‖ Hodges was unsure, however, of
until the job market gets back to what it was Whatcom County‘s economic future in light
before the start of the recession?― said of this trend. ―Typically, we see younger
Hodges. He discussed charts and diagrams people leaving Whatcom County because our
comparing the recessions of 2001, 1990-91, #1 export is college students. Their migra1981 and 1973. Interestingly, Washington tion results in a tremendous loss of potential
unemployment data shows this current reces- wealth. Will it recover? No one knows.‖
sion hitting Washington/Oregon today hasn‘t
been nearly as bad as the recession which hit
By Alexander F. Ransom
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GENDER
―When you think about this recovery, ask
yourself what it means for men vs. women,‖ said
Hodges. Playfully, he labeled this recession a
―Mancession‖ compared to any other past recessions. ―Let‘s consider, in general, the position of
women and men in this recession,‖ he said.
―There‘s more women in medical school, more
women in law school, more women in college in
general, their employment has been more stable.‖
Hodges also stated that jobs typically held by
men are shrinking and downsizing. ―Part of
what‘s going on is the recession hitting construction and manufacturing jobs,‖ he said. ―Will
those jobs recover? Let‘s wait and see. These
industries are becoming more efficient and less
people-dependent.‖
MANUFACTURING
―True, we‘ve got to produce things of
value,‖ said Hodges. ―But we‘ve also got to understand what manufacturing really is, how it‘s
changed, and how it‘s valued. To prove his
point, Hodges discussed a company that disassembles gadgets like iPhones, puts them back together, and assesses a cost value to manufacturing these devices. ―The company found that
iPhones can be made for $175 apiece, however,
we pay $300 or more. All in all, it only costs
$6.50 to actually assemble these gadgets, which
isn‘t very much money. So we should be careful
when we say, ‗Let‘s make more manufacturing
jobs,‘ because it raises the question of what
manufacturing really is. Like everything, it‘s
evolving,‖ said Hodges.
Hodges further stated that today, value
comes from the design, marketing, repair, upgrades, etc., of gadgets that are already manufactured. ―That‘s how manufacturing is changing,‖
said Hodges. He gave the example of Rolls

Royce in England, who manufactures and repairs
jet engines for planes. ―They make their real
money fixing, upgrading, and retooling the engines once they‘re installed in the planes. Again,
that‘s how manufacturing is changing nowadays.‖

Graphs are courtesy of WWU‘s Center for Economic Business Research. For more information, please go to http://www.cbe.wwu.edu/
deptHome.asp?dept=CEBR
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“YOU’RE IN CONTEMPT!”
WHAT EVERY TRIAL LAWYER
SHOULD KNOW
If you do not make mistakes, you are not working on hard enough
problems. And that’s a big mistake.
-F. Wikzek

―Unbelievable!‖ The word leapt from my
mouth like a rabid frog (mistake #1: refrain from
commenting on lame answers given by adverse witnesses). Here, I was cross examining the State‘s witness in a felony jury trial. It was the victim‘s father.
I found him quite detestable in many respects
(mistake #2: remain cool and stay objective of witnesses, no matter how much they piss you off). Unfortunately, I didn‘t realize he was under my skin until my outburst (see mistake #2). The State‘s prosecutor exploded from her chair. Great, I thought.
Here it comes.
―Objection! Defense counsel just commented
to the witness‘s testimony! That‘s totally inappropriate!‖ she shouted. Aargh, she’s right . . .
―Sustained,‖ growled the trial judge. ―Any
further outbursts of that nature, Mr. Ransom, and I‘ll
find you in contempt of court!‖ Discomfort lumped
in my throat. In my 5 years of practice and 11 jury
trials, I‘ve never faced this predicament. I apologized and continued the cross exam without further
gaffes. Problem solved? Not so fast. Later, the State
produced a 13-year old girl to testify. She was
young, lacked life experience, and was unable to
fully witness what happened behind closed doors between the defendant and victim. Consequently, I focused my cross exam on these very facts. She wasn‘t answering my questions. I pressed harder. She
started crying. The Prosecutor objected, saying I
was badgering the witness. My totally awesome response?
―The witness is waffling, your honor. She‘s
not answering the questions.‖ (see mistakes #1 and
#2). This comment drew another heated objection
from the Prosecutor; and with it, a stronger warning
from the judge to hold me in contempt. He was serious. And furious.
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Confusion washed over me. Were my comments that bad? I’m just fighting for my client.
What am I doing wrong? Shouldn’t the jury know
exactly what the witness saw, and whether the witness can make an educated guess as to what she didn’t see? Despite my concerns, I was realizing my
comments were hurting my client‘s case.
―Court is in recess,‖ said the judge. ―We‘ll
take a 15 minute break.‖ Thank you judge, wise decision, I thought. We all needed time to decompress
and cool off. I sprinted downstairs to the law library
for some quick legal research. My mind raced in
mid-flight. Contempt? I imagined the worst case
scenario where I blunder – again – during cross
exam. In a fit of fury, the judge pushes a secret button. Jail staff floods the courtroom, dragging me to a
jail cell next door, kicking and screaming. I imagine
paying thousands of dollars in fines under threat of a
bar association license suspension or some-such.
Worse, I considered how being held in contempt affected my client‘s case. You can’t advocate from a
jail cell, now can you, Ransom? I felt sick. I
reached the law library, punched the access code,
and skipped to the Westlaw computer. Here‘s where
10 minutes of research got me:
CONTEMPT OF COURT
Under R.C.W. 7.21.010(a), ―contempt of
court‖ means intentional disorderly contemptuous or
insolent behavior toward the judge while holding the
court, tending to impair its authority, or to interrupt
the due course of trial or other judicial proceedings.
Judges may impose either remedial or punitive sanctions on attorneys if the contempt happened in the
courtroom, and in the judge‘s presence. Hmm, I
thought. I didn’t intend to be disorderly, nor did I
try to interrupt the proceedings. But perhaps I behaved insolently. My comments certainly didn’t
help. I continued reading about the two types of
sanctions.
REMEDIAL SANCTIONS
A ―remedial sanction‖ means a sanction imposed for the purpose of coercing performance when
the contempt consists of the omission or refusal to
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perform an act that is yet in the person‘s power to
perform. RCW 7.21.010(3). Courts may initiate
proceedings to impose remedial sanctions under their
own volition or upon motion from the aggrieved
party. R.C.W. 7.21.030(1).
The statute also discussed the various types of
remedial sanctions. They include (1) enforcing indefinite imprisonment which may extend ―only so
long to serve a coercive purpose, (2) imposing
monetary forfeitures up to $2,000 for each day the
contempt of court continues, (3) entering an order
designed to ensure compliance with a prior order of
the court, or (4) imposing any other creative remedial sanction if the aformentioned sanctions don‘t
solve the problem. R.C.W. 7.21.030(a-d). To add
insult to injury, the court may also order a person
found in contempt to pay a party for losses suffered
by the party as a result of the contempt and any costs
incurred in connection with the contempt proceeding, including reasonable attorney‘s fees. R.C.W.
7.21.030(3).
Yikes, rough punishments, especially the indefinite imprisonment, I thought. But I don’t think
this applies to me. It’s not like I withheld discovery
or instructed my client to plead the 5th while taking
the stand. I skipped down to punitive sanctions. Ah
hah! Here it is . . .
PUNITIVE SANCTIONS
A ―punitive sanction‖ means a sanction imposed to punish a past contempt of court for the purpose of upholding the authority of the court. R.C.W.
7.21.010(2). Typically, the judge imposes the sanction immediately after the contempt of court or at the
end of the proceeding. The action to impose punitive sanctions shall be commenced by a complaint or
information filed the prosecuting attorney charging
the person with contempt of court and reciting the
punitive sanction sought to be imposed. R.C.W.
7.21.040 (2)(a).
The person committing the contempt of court
shall be given an opportunity to speak in mitigation
of the contempt unless compelling circumstances demand otherwise. An order of contempt is drafted
and entered. The order recites the facts, states the
sanctions imposed, gets signed by the judge and is
entered on the record. R.C.W 7.21.050(1). The pun-
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ishments are somewhat severe, although not as severe as remedial sanctions. Courts may impose a
punitive sanction up to $500 for each separate contempt of court. They may also imprison an attorney
for up to 30 days in the county jail. Or both.
R.C.W. 7.21.050(2). Here’s what the judge threatened, I thought. Finally, I was better informed.
SANCTIONABLE OFFENSES
One Westlaw article provided a short-list of
sanctionable offenses: improper conduct, gestures or
language State v. Buddress, 63 Wash. 26 (1911); advising a witness to take the Fifth Amendment State
v. Stephans, 47 Wn.App. 600 91987); failure to comply with an order in limine, asking for continuance
or other delay of a case, and/or disobedience of a
void order State v. Turner, 98 Wn.2d 731 91983);
and refusing to divulge the whereabouts of client
Dike v. Dike, 75 Wn.2d 1 (1968). Good stuff, good
stuff . . .
THE GAMEPLAN: SEEK A SIDEBAR, EXCUSE THE JURY, MAKE A RECORD
Time was up. Recess was nearly over. I analyzed the situation while walking back to the courtroom. I’ll stop commentating; that’s easy enough, I
thought. However, I still needed answers from the
13-year old witness. The jury needed to know/
distinguish what she knew she saw from what she
thinks she saw (or didn‘t see). Unfortunately, her
crying (and yes, waffling) was killing me before the
judge and jury. Worst-case scenario, I might be
found in contempt if I cross examine her too
roughly.
The solution? Seek a sidebar or ask that the
jury be excused when sensing a potentially volatile
or sanction-worthy moment. At least they can’t say I
didn’t warn ‘em, I thought. At least they can’t say I
intended to be an ass. If the judge made an important decision away from the jury‘s presence, I would
respectfully note my exception to the judge‘s decision and preserve the issue for appeal. Trial proceeded. My solutions worked. Using these techniques (and controlling my tongue) trial proceeded
without further complications. In the end, my client
thanked me for fighting for him, and for handling the
situation with greater finesse.
~Alexander Ransom~
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COMMUNITY LAW DAY COMMITTEE EDUCATES THE YOUTH
By Matthew Daheim
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to recruit willing attorneys were also a great success.
Over 30 local attorneys volunteered to be speakers.
We then set out to find support in local schools. In
2007, we arranged for attorneys to participate at events
at Kulshan Middle School, Lynden High School, and
Western Washington University. In 2008 we were
able to offer support at Sehome High School and Lynden High School. In an effort to better connect with
local teachers, we began working with The Munro Institute at Western Washington University which focuses on teacher education. With their assistance we
expanded our lesson plans to include detailed descriptions about how each lesson would meet specific teaching goals. Unfortunately, in 2009 only Sehome High
School was willing to enlist our help.

The Community Law Education Committee, formerly
the Law Day in Schools Committee, is currently comprised of Dan Raas, Bob Butler, Adrian Madrone,
Alexander Ransom and Matt Daheim. It was pioneered by Mary Swenson and was first recognized by
the WCBA in November 2006. At that time Law Day
was celebrated by the WCBA each May with legal advice clinics being set up throughout the County on
―Law Day.‖ Now this function is accomplished
through Street Law. In addition, Law Advocates presented the Liberty Bell Award at a Law Day Luncheon
during the May Bar meetings.
It is still unclear why we have not gained traction in
local schools. We offer a great service that is specifically tailored to the classroom. One challenge was AP
testing. Many of the interested teachers simply did not
want to sacrifice testing preparation. Another was
weather. Local schools lost significant amounts of
class time during the last two winters which made the
remaining time that much more valuable to them.

Not easily dissuaded, our committee partnered with
The Munro Institute in September 2009 to hold a public forum on the role of courts in society. We held the
event in the City Council chambers and the City reAt the outset, the Committee was focused on expand- corded the event for TV10, the local government teleing Law Day so that it could be recognized on a year
vision station. Not only did we have a great panel of
around basis. We concluded that we could provide
speakers who provided a lively discussion, but we had
missing ingredients to local High School curricula
a better than expected turn out. Just as important, the
while also demonstrating the Bar‘s commitment to the City replayed the event through the month of October
public and interest in good work.
on the local television station. From that experience,
our new focus was born. Thus, in April 2010, the Bar
To that end we reshaped the Law Day program into
approved our request to expand the Committee‘s focus
one in which teachers could seek classroom instruction to include holding community wide lectures or semifrom attorneys on a limited basis. Willing attorneys
nars on relevant legal issues while still being available
would then be matched with classes that meet their in- to match attorneys to local classrooms. This expanded
terests or practice areas. We envisioned this service
focus will still allow us to reach out to students while
being available to teachers throughout the school year. also reaching the greater Whatcom County commuIn addition, Law Advocates continued to present the
nity. In addition, the Bar approved the change to our
Liberty Bell Award and hold a Law Day luncheon.
Committee name to Community Law Education Committee. We hope to present a lecture in early fall on the
We first gathered lesson plans that were relevant to le- Initiative process in Washington. If anyone has any
gal issues and would cover grades 6-12. In total we
ideas for the public that we could present, please let
were able to generate over 25 lesson plans. Our efforts one of us know.
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An Announcement from the WSBA Professionalism Committee
Greetings Bar Leaders,
On behalf of the WSBA Professionalism Committee, we‘d like to invite you to nominate colleagues for the Random Acts of Professionalism Program. If you know a lawyer deserving of recognition for his/her outstanding professionalism, please consider nominating that individual for a
Random Acts of Professionalism Award.
Created by the Professionalism Committee, the award recognizes lawyers for noteworthy
professional conduct, promotes the Creed of Professionalism (http://www.wsba.org/lawyers/
groups/professionalism/creed.htm), and increases awareness of professionalism in general.
To submit a nomination, simply e-mail judithb@wsba.org with a brief statement why you believe the lawyer should receive the award. Click here (http://www.wsba.org/lawyers/groups/
professionalism/random+acts+of+professionalism+program.htm) for more information.
We hope you‘ll forward this information to your members.
Thanks and best regards,
Judy Berrett
Director of Member and Community Relations, WSBA
1325 Fourth Avenue, Suite 600
Seattle, WA 98101
Toll-free 800-945-9722, ext. 8212
Fax 206-727-8319
judithb@wsba.org

L AW O FFICE

OF

P AMELA E E NGLETT , PLLC
Welcoming clients who need
assistance in civil domestic violence
and family law cases
Thank you for your referrals!
1225 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com
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Office Space for Lease

Only one block from the
Whatcom Courthouse!!!




1902 square feet
119 Grand, Suite E
Two private offices, reception, open of-
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what‘s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won‘t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46‖H x 3.86‖W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00‖H x 3.86‖ W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W

insert . . . $125/mo.
(you provide 325 inserts)

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
alex@ransom-lawfirm.com
We‘ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Alex at the above e-mail address, or call (360) 3928377 .

1/4

