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 “One last thought…” 
 

 

 We are speeding towards the end of the year.  Soon we will be celebrating 

holidays, attending parties and culminating it all with attempts at committing to per-

sonal change, commonly known as New Year‘s Resolutions.  This also means that 

my year as your president is coming to a close.  This experience has been educa-

tional, sometimes challenging and often just plain fun.  Under the joint headings of 

challenging and fun have been coming up with a monthly president‘s column.  The 

challenge has been to try and come up with hopefully, thoughtful and interesting 

columns, appropriate for the audience.  The fun part has been using my random 

thoughts/observations that aren‘t generally appropriate to drag into conversations or 

apropos to daily activities as fodder here.   

 

So, one last observation; I can tell the difference between folks that were raised in houses with 

stairs and those of us who weren‘t.  No doubt you‘re wondering what gives me this great talent, and the 

answer is, I watch people go up and down stairs.  This is an activity that I engage in frequently at the 

courthouse.  Those of you who were raised navigating stairs frequently in your fearless childhood years, 

often go up taking multiple stairs at a time and ―rattle‖ or ―clatter‖ down stairs.  Those of us who did not 

grow up frequently using stairs ―plod‖, one stair at a time.  This condition, for me, is exacerbated by a 

lack of depth perception and high heels, small  prices I willingly pay to be a slave to the Gods of Fash-

ion.   

 

 I‘m willing to bet that those of you who are facile with stairs have never stopped to question or 

wonder why some of us ―plod‖.  You are only slightly annoyed at us ―plodders‖ holding up your pro-

gress, judging by your sighs when you get stuck behind me.  The reason why you have never contem-

plated this phenomenon is human nature.  We do not consider, ponder or examine those things that come 

naturally to us or that we do with ease, we just do them.  We only contemplate those things that chal-

lenge us.  Which, is why, I have watched, with secret envy lo‘ these many years, those of you who navi-

gate the stairs seemingly with ease and wondered what‘s wrong with me?  Why can‘t I do that?  It finally 

dawned on me, the simple answer is ―practice makes perfect‖.  I never had a real opportunity or a need to 

practice stairs on a regular basis as a child, so I never developed that skill of ―rattling‖ up and down 

stairs and at my advanced age, it‘s not a skill I covet enough to put in the time and energy to develop. 

 

This is the same phenomenon, the lack of challenge, which often results in the contradiction 

we‘ve all experienced sometime during our education, of someone who is brilliant at something being 

wholly unable to teach it.  They just don‘t understand what us ―mere mortals‖ don‘t get or can‘t grasp.  

They have never had to ponder, struggle or wrestle with the pieces that make the whole, so they are un-

able to fill in those pieces for those of us challenged with putting the puzzle together.        

 

I‘m also willing to bet that the labor in your household is divided along the lines of what comes 

naturally to whom, or maybe who hates what the least, which generally has some basis in what comes 

naturally.  I am the cook in my household.  I was blessed with a mother who was a fabulous cook and 

believed cooking is a skill worth teaching.  She also imparted it via example.  My husband never learned 

(Continued on page 3) 

The President’s Column 
   By Betsy Brinson 
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to cook at home and, bless my mother-in-law‘s heart, she never imparted it by example.  So, my husband 

struggles with figuring out how to put a meal together.  More than once a week we have the conversation 

about ―what‘s for dinner‖.  Generally I have no clue until I walk in the door after work.  Since he usually 

beats me home, I frequently come in the door to find my husband pondering the issue of what‘s on the 

menu; it simply eludes him what we can have for dinner.  I paw through the cupboards and the fridge and 

generally come up with something that fits the ―a starch/a protein/fruit or veggie‖ outline, whereas my 

husband‘s four food groups are salt, sugar, fat and beer.  It completely flummoxes him when I use season-

ings and spices.  He‘s always asking ―how do you know how to do that?‖ and the real answer is, I don‘t 

know; it just comes naturally to me.  I learned from my mother, I‘ve practiced and experimented, and 

some of it is just innate.  But, when it comes to mechanics or physics, the shoe goes on the other foot and I 

wonder with amazement how my husband knows how to assemble those ―do-hickies‖ that I don‘t even 

have a name for.  I mean, at least he recognizes a hamburger when he sees one, which is more than I can 

say about an alternator or many other such things. 

 

So, why would lawyers care about any of this?  Well, when it comes to law, we‘re ―the cooks in the 

kitchen‖, ―the mechanics‖ or we‘re the ones ―rattling or clattering up and down the legal stairs‖, so to 

speak, and our clients are the ones who are flummoxed.  We often forget what it‘s like for clients to strug-

gle with the pieces of the puzzle as they try to fathom civil or criminal procedure, the intricacies of the law 

and how the whole system works.  We are exasperated by clients who ask ―dumb‖ questions and are irri-

tated when they can‘t seem to follow ―simple‖ directions and completely miss the point of a conversation.  

If we‘re not careful we become those brilliant instructors who can‘t teach.  So, the next time you have a 

client who just ―doesn‘t get it‖, take a good look in the mirror.  Remember our clients are coming to us be-

cause they don‘t know how to help themselves, not because they want to drive us insane, even though 

sometimes it feels that way.  They didn‘t grow up in a house with stairs in it so they don‘t have the prac-

tice. 

 

See you on December 1st! 

Betsy 

(Continued from page 2) 

From Our Southern Siblings 
 
Skagit Bar Winter CLE, Thursday December 9, 2010 at the Cotton Tree 
Convention Center in Mount Vernon.  6.25 CLE credits pending, including 
1.0 ethics credit for $150 (new attorneys) or $175.   
 
 Hosted by Skagit County Bar and Skagit County Community Action Agency.  Guest 
speakers include Superior Court Judge Susan Cook, Skagit County Court Clerk Nancy 
Scott, and attorneys Peter Buck, David Day, Mark Johnson, C. Thomas Moser, Michael 
Schein and Scott Wilsdon.  For more information and registration details, please visit 
www.skagitbar.org, or contact the Skagit Volunteer Lawyer Program at 360-416-7585 or 
catherineb@skagitcap.org.  

http://www.skagitbar.org/
mailto:catherineb@skagitcap.org
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Ramblings of an Angry-Mocha-Female-Attorney  
~By “angry-mocha-female-attorney.”   

 

―Response to „Angry 

White Men‟ ‖  
 

 (One of the many responses I got to 

last month‟s rambling– I spoke with many of 

the responders about publishing their re-

sponses, but not many were comfortable with 

that.  I anonymized this one as an editorial 

choice, after discussing it with the author, to 

limit any unintentional consequences ~R!)

     

 Wow!  This is a most interesting rant.  It 

makes me so very happy to have someone 

bring this up in Whatcom.  I think the differ-

ent aspects of your thoughts here are reflec-

tive of the complexity of the issue.   

  

I am also sorry to say that I hardly ever think of you as half-white.  Perhaps it is because I feel 

that you put so much emphasis on being Bengali that it overshadows the other aspect.  

  

Also...in my view no colored woman (by colored, I mean anything but white) will easily want to 

move to Whatcom so long as that means being away from her culture and having access to 

it.  Not just at work, but in the greater community.  Bellingham is so damn white.  And not just 

white.  But hippie.  I remember this one day I realized why I NEVER got any smiles when I walk 

around there.  It was the first time after sometime where I was walking around downtown dressed 

hippie-ish.  I got more smiles and random conversations than I ever had before.   

  

But I don't think that excuses anyone from moving to a place because they will be racially and 

culturally isolated.  I believe in what you said before in that we have to be pioneers in that sense 

if we are ever to change the world.  And have courage.   

  

I think these issues of race are going to be increasingly important issues for every person as we 

react with each other in an increasingly diverse environment, until the whole world becomes di-

versified in every corner of the globe.  More and more homogeneous countries are going to have 

to deal with this as they receive an ever increasing influx of minorities - be in colored or white.  I 

imagine that a lot of the world still has to go through what America has gone through and what 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Europe is starting to go through and what South Africa is still struggling with.  And one day… 

the world will look and be as one.  

 ~Angry-mocha-female-attorney 

 

——————————————————————— 

 Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
  

~By Rajeev!      “Sappy Holidays” 
 

 I woke up this morning thinking that all there was to publish was the above response, and that a 

turkey-coma induced haze had descended upon Whatcom… I thought December would end with a 

whimper, and my promised articles would all get piled into a January extravaganza.  But Lo and Be-

hold… my inbox doth overflow with many things, and I rush rush rush to get this put together, and I 

have left myself with very little room that needs filling… but then again, I don‘t need to, I really en-

joyed the above guest written piece.  I really enjoy when people write or speak off-the-cuff, because it 

gives a more honest window into the perspective and character of another person.  Plus, I don‘t have to 

sit down and overcome writer‘s block, so that‘s a plus.  

 

 I am probably supposed to write some kind of sappy holiday season message of empathy 

and human understanding.  Hmmm… okay, forgive me, but here it goes:  
  

 That last minute scramble, I talked about above?  That‘s how life is… a mix of unpredictable trag-

edy, serendipity and ―hurry up and wait.‖  The turns life will take cannot be known and require enor-

mous amounts of patience, strength and flexibility if one is to meet the challenges with a stiff upper lip.  

Still, as much fun as unpredictability can be, most humans thrive with some level of order… it‘s nice to 

wake up each day and know you have some constants, a job, a home, friends you can count on, etc.  

Whatcom‘s Bar has proven to me to be a pleasantly congenial constant, by and large, and that is some-

thing we should all be very grateful for.1  So, while Thanksgiving is done, we have many more holidays 

yet, and a new year to welcome, and I might as well take the time to reflect and appreciate those things 

in my life that are constant. 

 

 There, done.  I have just sat back and appreciated everyone and thing important in making life 

wonderful.*  Now, I can buck the egocentonic character archetype and spend a few moments thinking 

about those who really need constants in their lives and don‘t have them or have lost them.  We can‘t 

provide stability for every person in the world, but each of us can probably help facilitate an act of ran-

dom kindness each day… and sometimes that‘s just what people need to give them the energy to make 

order out of their lives. 

 

 Anyhoo… Happy Holidays, and may your year end with many acts of random kindness! 

 

Endnote 

1- There, I have made my obligatory legal connection for my article. 

* Special appreciation to Ru. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Attorney Hannah Stone Becomes Chair of Local ACLU, Focuses On Alternatives to 

the Death Penalty 

 
~Alexander F. Ransom~ 

 

 Attorney Hannah Stone has arrived.  Quietly, methodically, and 

over the last year, Stone has established herself as a leader within the 

ranks of the Whatcom County‘s local ACLU Chapter (the Chapter).  

More recently, she took over position as Chair of the Chapter.  In a re-

cent interview, we discussed the local Chapter‘s agenda and strategies 

for the upcoming year. 

 

 Stone explained that, in the past, the Chapter has actively in-

volved itself in a wide variety of issues; from sex education in the 

schools to gay and lesbian rights.  The Chapter also boasts a local mem-

bership of over 600 active members.  Not surprisingly, the state ACLU actually refers to Whatcom County‘s 

Chapter as a model for the other chapters around the state.  ―They showcase what Whatcom County is doing 

and encourage other regional chapters to follow suit,‖ said Stone.  ―So that‘s encouraging and exciting.‖ 

 

 These days, the Chapter wants to focus and become proactive in Death Penalty legislation.  There are 

two reasons for this.  The ACLU of Washington will soon propose a bill to end the Death Penalty here in 

Washington State.  Hannah explained the Chapter feels passionately about the subject and could approach it 

on many different angles. 

―What we‘ve been doing is trying to develop a network of sort of partners and allies who obviously have like 

views about wanting to end the Death Penalty,‖ said Stone.  Local allies include the Washington Coalition to 

Abolish the Death Penalty, Amnesty International has a local chapter, the Whatcom Human rights task force, 

The Whatcom Peace and Justice Center; among others.  

 

 Next, the Chapter shall mobilize its base and educate local politicians on the subject.  ―Our local repre-

sentatives are going to be the ones voting on a Death Penalty bill.  It‘s not going to an individual vote before 

the people,‖ said Stone.  Campaign efforts include emails, phone calls and letters to local representatives and 

newspaper editors.  The effort is not without creativity, either.  ―In October, we showed a documentary at the 

Pickford Theatre called No Tomorrow. It‘s an incredible movie,‖ said Stone (also discussed in the Movie Re-

view section).  ―Our biggest concern is making sure that people and politicians concerned about the Death 

Penalty are making an informed decisions,‖ she said. 

 

 The ACLU of Washington supports legislation that eliminates the death penalty in favor of life incar-

ceration without parole.  The ACLU strongly believes the capital punishment system is broken beyond repair 

for many reasons.  There are various reasons to abolish the Death Penalty in Washington State.  Its costs to 

Washington taxpayers are staggering, it does not deter crime, prosecutors across the nation are inconsistent in 

applying it, the Death Penalty is racially biased, the risk of mistakes in the legal process are too great, life 

without parole is a sensible alternative, and other states are repealing the Death Penalty. 
 

https://secure.aclu.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=2677  

https://secure.aclu.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=2677
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

alex@ransom-lawfirm.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers 

-  contact Nancy Flint at 647-1916, ext. 112 

Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 

119 N. Commercial Street – downtown 

Conference Room available for Rent to Tenants 

and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room and 

Shower available for Tenants – access 24 

hours.   

EXECUTIVE SUITES ON PROSPECT:  

Office in high visibility executive suites 

office building, next to the post office on 

Prospect Street and across the street from 

the courthouse and jail. Tenant will have 

shared use of two conference rooms, re-

ceptionist to answer phone and greet cli-

ents. This office has its own individual 

thermostat to control heat and air condi-

tioning in the office. Signage is available 

for business name and free parking for 

clients. Permitted parking available for 

tenant. The monthly rental amount of 

$550.00 includes heat, electricity, water, 

sewer, garbage and internet access.  

Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 

Office Space for Rent - $600/month   Great office space in historic building one block from the court-

house. Approx. 528 sq. ft. includes 2 offices, bathroom, & kitchen. Shared conference room downstairs, 

pending availability.  Call Buckland & Schumm at 671-1881 to schedule time to see the space. 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 

360-714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

Whatcom County Washington Women Lawyers 
WCWWL's next meeting is scheduled for December 15 at 5:15 p.m., and will 
take place at The Vines, located at 1319 Cornwall Avenue. 
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The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

 

Announcing New Book! „Finding the Answers to Legal Questions‟ 

Local Author and Law Librarian, Virginia Tucker 

 

I am happy to announce the release of Finding the Answers to Legal Questions, published by Neal-

Schuman, New York. The pre-publication reviews are very positive and it‘s exciting, to say the least! 

 

I hope readers of the newsletter will enjoy this extract from the book‘s Acknowledgements: 

“…to the questioners themselves—the patrons at my public law library, the laypersons, attorneys, 

and courthouse staff—without whom there would be no quest for answers at all. I am particularly 

grateful to the many lawyers I have come to know in Bellingham, Washington who have been so 

supportive of the law library and its law librarian. They are champions of the law library’s mis-

sion and always there to cheer me on in helping members of our community navigate the court 

system and find the legal information they need. The Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center and 

LAW Advocates in Bellingham are shining examples of mediation and legal aid services and I am 

pleased to have been able to serve in a small way within those organizations. Their volunteers and 

staff are making this world a better place. 

 My students in the Masters program at San José State University’s School of Library and In-

formation Science have also been a part of this book. They never cease to astound me with their 

curiosity and commitment to the profession of librarianship; they are its future and it is a bright 

one, full of surprises. If finding answers to questions is my craft, then teaching about “finding” is 

my passion.” 

 

The experience of being a county law librarian was a huge part of making this book come 

alive with real-life experiences. My co-author, attorney Marc Lampson, is Director of the Unemployment 

Law Project in Seattle and also teaches part-time at the School of Library and Information Science at San 

Jose State. We have co-taught CLE workshops on legal research in addition to teaching at San Jose State. 

 

Who is the Book For? 
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From the Preface: 

―The audience for this book includes: 

librarians and library staff at public libraries providing reference services and encountering ques-

tions about legal information; 

students preparing for a career in public libraries; 

students learning the basics of finding answers to legal questions; and, 

members of the general public looking for legal information. 

The four major aims of this book are: 

to provide a general introduction to the structure of the legal systems in the United States; 

to provide an overview of the most used legal information sources on the federal, state, and local 

levels – in all formats; 

to provide a guide to finding legal information about the most frequently encountered legal prob-

lems faced by laypersons; and, 

to provide a guide for ―collecting‖ and managing basic legal resources in the context of a public 

library.‖ 

 

Perfect Stocking Stuffer! 

Notice that the book is not aimed at lawyers, law students, or even law librarians – but could this be the 

perfect holiday gift for your favorite paralegal? Or for anyone who just 

wants to know more about how legal information can be found? There 

is even a companion website so that the free online resources mentioned 

in the book are kept up-to-date. 

 

The book is available for purchase from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and 

Neal-Schuman. 

ISBN: 9781555707187 | 8.5 x 11 | 274 pp. | $75.00 

View the Table of Contents at: 

http://www.neal-schuman.com/bdetail.php?isbn=9781555707187 

(Continued from page 8) 
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         Betsy’s Swan Song 
 

 This is my swan song as your benevolent dictator.  On January 1st I turn over the reigns as 

your Bar President, presumably to the more than able Doug Robertson, assuming we don‘t have an 

insurrection during elections!  Throughout the year I have joked that being president merely meant 

that I ―forgot to duck‖, but in reality, it has been an honor and a privilege.   

 

I owe a large team of great folks thanks for the pleasure that it has been.  First, there‘s my VP, 

Doug Robertson, who deserves great thanks for sitting through innumerable hours of meetings 

about the budget crisis and judicial and courthouse efficiencies and for coming up with our pro-

grams for this year.  I also owe thanks to my treasurer, Dennis Williams, who has kept track of our 

finances and who, to my continued amazement, was able to convince the IRS that a bunch of law-

yers didn‘t recognize income when we saw it, thereby saving us hundreds, if not thousands, of dol-

lars in penalties, interest and late fees.  Kudos also go to Pete Dworkin for being the first to recog-

nize our peril; lord knows how much worse it could have been had it gone unrecognized longer.   

 

Deb Flory, Dennis‘ legal assistant deserves a big thank you for keeping track of our member-

ship, collecting the Bar‘s mail and keeping me advised of its content.  And, thank you to Angie 

Hughes, secretary this past year, who has faithfully kept notes of our goings-on and provided 

monthly minutes.   As an added perk, Angie and I have been going out to lunch about once a month 

and deepened our personal friendship during our term in office. 

  

 I also want to thank my predecessor, Kattie Esp, for her clarity and insightfulness into human 

nature.  She had the presence of mind and the fortitude to put forth an initially unpopular proposal 

of including the cost of lunch in the dues.  Her wisdom has left us in a very healthy financial posi-

tion.  I would like to think that it has been the great programs that have drawn such strong atten-

dance at our meetings, saving us from paying hundreds of dollars in plate fees for unserved lunches, 

but I have to acknowledge that a pre-paid lunch is an incentive and Kattie had that insight.  I also 

thank Kattie for allowing me to create, by fiat, the position of Past President on the Board.  For me, 

and in these challenging times, having the continuity and drawing on Kattie‘s experience, has been 

very helpful and she willingly volunteered. 

 

 Additionally, I want to thank the editors of our Bar News, Alex Ransom and Rajeev Majum-

dar.  They have both enthusiastically tackled the job of putting out an interesting, enjoyable and 

meaningful news letter each month, year round.  I believe that a good news letter is a strong tool for 

sharing information and coalescing the group.  Good, no, excellent, job guys! 

 

 But, there‘s more, much more.  I thank Paula McCandlis for taking on responsibility for orga-

nizing and hosting the joint Skagit/Whatcom County Bar Golf Tournament and Jim Brittan for as-

sisting her.  It was a very nice event.  I also want to thank Amy Robinson who chaired the board of 

LAW Advocates AND chaired their fund raiser, Lawyers Take Orders.  Due to her enthusiasm, able 

leadership and great team, including Jaime Blouir, they had their best year yet, raising money to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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support LAW Advocates.  Amy‘s announced her intent to relocate to Rose City and, while we wish 

her well in her new endeavors, she will be sorely missed.  

 

 But, Amy and her team could not have been successful but for the contributions of time, en-

ergy and frankly, money, from the members of the Bar who stepped forward, donated auction items, 

bought tables and tickets and participated in the silent and live auctions.  You all deserve great 

credit. Additional thanks go to all of you who participated in the programs that LAW Advocates pro-

vides.  Those of you who contribute your time to Street Law and to the Tennant Clinic are very 

much appreciated.  Then there are those of you who volunteer for Teen Court and for YMCA‘s 

Mock Trial.  You too deserve recognition and thanks.   

 

I personally thank those of you who assisted with the New Lawyer Education programs we 

put on in May and October: Phil Buri, Doug Robertson, Dave Nelson, Kattie Esp, Brad Swanson, 

Tom Lester and Penny Henderson.  And thank you to N.F. Jackson for arranging for space to do the 

trainings and to Judge Snyder for coordinating the swearing in ceremonies which followed the train-

ings.   

 

Thanks are owed to Mary Swenson and her Continuing Education Committee who dreamed 

up topics for our local CLE‘s and recruited presenters so that we had several modestly priced worth-

while local CLE‘s making money for both the Bar and LAW Advocates; definitely a win/win/win. 

 

All of the above represent an amazing contribution of time and talent for the betterment of 

our community.  And none of these contributions recognize the pro bono work that we all do, 

whether we intend to or not.  If you come to lunch once a month and possibly volunteer for Street 

Law, the Tennant Clinic, Mock Trial or Teen Court on the occasion, you might not see the big pic-

ture.  Whatcom County Bar Association, you are an amazing, diverse, dynamic, energetic group and 

you have a lot to be proud of.  Take a bow!  Thank you for the opportunity of being your president 

this past year. 

 

Enjoy your holidays and a Happy New Year to one and all! 

   

 Betsy 

(Continued from page 10) 
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My Cousin Vinny 

 

by Brian Brunkow 

 

 1992‘s My Cousin Vinny is widely regarded as a cinematic treasure and one of the top ten 

films of all time – well maybe not but it‘s a fun movie. 

 

 On the surface this film is a ―fish out of water‖ comedy where two college kids from 

Brooklyn get swept up as murder suspects while driving through rural Alabama.  After stopping 

at the ‗ol ―Sac-O-Suds‖ convenience store, the clerk is killed in a robbery and the kids were the 

last people witnessed at the scene of the crime - case closed, right?   So bring in Cousin Vinny 

(Joe Pesci), a car mechanic turned night student turned new lawyer ―of almost 6 weeks‖ and the 

story begins. 

 

 My Cousin Vinny was actually intended and cleverly written to raise questions about capi-

tal punishment and class system in the American judicial system.  As you might recall, there 

really is no antagonist character – not the prosecutor, sheriff, judge or eye witnesses – they‘re all 

basically good people trying to do the right thing. 

 

 The film‘s antagonist is the judicial system itself where well-intentioned people make mis-

takes.  And in this case, those mistakes might send two innocent kids, Billy and Stan, to the elec-

tric chair.  That is unless newly sworn-in lawyer, Vinny Gambini, Esq., can pull a rabbit out of 

his ah…hat.  And he does with the help of his street-smart fiancée Ms. “Oh ya, you blend” Mona 

Lisa Vito (Marisa Tomei – Academy Award winner for this role). 

 

OTHER KOOKY FACTS… 

 

  If we know one thing and one thing only it‘s that everyone in Hollywood is a rare genius – 

nobody but nobody wanted to direct this great low-budget film.  Finally, Jonathan Lynn, an Eng-

lish lawyer/director signed on.  With a budget of $11M, it grossed $64M. 

 

  Fred Gwynne was not exactly the top choice to play Judge Haller – too typecast as Herman 

Munster.  But Director Lynn, from England, didn‘t know The Munsters and cast Gwynne (his last 

movie role) for this memorable character. 

 

  “Did You Say Yutes?” This classic line from Judge Haller resulted from a pre-production 

meeting between Joe Pesci (New Yorker) and Director Jonathan Lynn (Brit).   Pesci kept calling 

the kids “yutes” and Lynn had no clue what the hell Pesci was saying.  So ―These two yutes” & 

“Did you say yutes?” were written into the script from that meeting. 

 

All-Time Greatest Opening Statement:  “Everything that guy just said is BS!” 

 

Brian is a lawyer and freelance writer in Kirkland. 
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MOVIE REVIEW: NO TOMORROW 
 

 

~Alexander F. Ransom~ 
 

  

 On October 16, 2010 Whatcom County‘s ACLU chapter had a viewing of ―No 

Tomorrow‖ at the Pickford Theatre as part of the Pickford‘s Doctober series.  Over 40 

people attended the feature.  The ACLU sponsored the event as part of the Pickford‘s 

Docktobumentary film series.  ―Last year, there was a failed bill to reject the death pen-

alty,‖ said Robin Barker, former chair of Whatcom County‘s ACLU.  ―This year, ACLU 

will prioritize pushing the issue.‖ 

 

No Tomorrow‟s opening scene depicts a dark, seedy neighborhood in Los Ange-

les.  It‘s June 6, 2004, 2:00 AM.  Gunshots.  We hear the actual 911, see pictures of vic-

tim was Risa Bejarano riddled with bullets.  Risa was shot 13 times in the head and 

body. 

 

The killer – gangbanger Juan Chavez, – is snitched out, apprehended by police, 

and incarcerated.  The motive?  Risa witnessed Juan kill two rival gangbangers one 

week before her own death.  Juan is nothing nice.  Abused as a child, addicted to meth, 

and a hardcore gang member.  While in custody, Juan brags about killing Risa to under-

cover agents placed in his cell. 

 

The film gets strange.  Shortly before her murder, Risa was featured in the movie 

Aging Out, a documentary about teenagers who ―age out‖ of the foster care system.  We 

see snippets of Aging Out as it portrays Risa‘s personal struggles and life story.  ―I‘m 

the only one from my whole family who is going to graduate from my high school; and 

not, like, prison or something,‖ said Risa, ghostlike, in the background of the movie 

Aging Out.  We see Risa on graduation day. She proudly wears her cap and gown, 

walks across the stage, shakes hands with her principal, raises her arms, victorious.  We 

see ―2002‖ in a huge sign behind her. 

 

In an even stranger twist of fate, Prosecutor Robert Sherwood of the LA Deputy 

District Attorney‘s Office successfully admits Aging Out in the case against Juan 

Chavez.  ―In the case of Risa Bejarano, the documentary enabled us to make the jury 

see what a loss to society her death was.‖ ―This ranks as one of, if not the, most violent 
(Continued on page 17) 
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case that I‘ve ever handled,‖ he said. Sherwood sought the Death Penalty.  

 

No Tomorrow added the jurors‘ perspectives on the video.  ―To hear her words 

and see her reactions and struggles so clearly made his crime so much more sensa-

tional,‖ said Juror #4.  Another juror was offended by the State‘s use of Aging Out.  He 

pondered, ―Would the State pursue the Death Penalty if the movie didn‘t humanize her 

so much?‖  The jury foreman discussed life choices, and especially how Juan and Risa 

grew up similarly in many ways, but she chose a better path. ―Our final vote came to a 

great deal of emotional cost,‖ he said.  ―I don‘t know if justice was served or not.‖ 

 

 No Tomorrow showed the different reactions to the State‘s use of the video.  ―I 

feel that the way the film was used in court was exploiting her,‖ said filmmaker 

Vanessa Roth.  ―It was troubling to us that a film we made, which was designed to help 

young people make a more successful transition out of foster care, was all of the sud-

den going to be used to get a jury to sentence a young man to death,‖ said filmmaker 

Roger Weisberg.  Chavez‘ defense attorney John Hud heavily resisted the admissibility 

of the video.  ―Risa‘s video, in my opinion is harmful to this jury,‖ he said. ―Your 

honor, ―What if we had a video of a three year old Juan Chavez getting punched out by 

his mother?‖  ―Are we really saying that if he killed somebody less noble, the DP 

wouldn‘t be required?‖ said Lawrence Marshall, Stanford University Law Professor. 

 

No Tomorrow also delves deeply into the issues surrounding the Death Penalty.  Is 

the Death Penalty reserved only for the most disenfranchised defendant like Chavez?  

How effective a deterrent is it?  Does it justify its costs when the process takes 15 years 

of appeals and costs approximately $2-5 million to kill someone?  Would the juvenile 

justice system gain more benefit from those costs?  Why does the United States con-

tinue enforcing it when Europe, Canada and South America choose not to?  Opinions 

are galavanizing.  ―Sometimes death – and only death – is the only response,‖ said a 

law professor advocating for the Death Penalty.  ―The question is not whether people 

deserve to die,‖ said an opponent.  ―It‘s whether we, as a society, deserve to kill.‖ 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUvs33t3QzE 

(Continued from page 16) 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

1225 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
 

Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 

Thank you for your referrals! 

 

 HALVORSON SAUNDERS & WILLNER, PLLC  

Labor and Employment Attorneys  

 

Michael Saunders Is Available for Referral or Associa-

tion for Employment Litigation Defense in the Following 

Areas:  

 

Statutory Discrimination Claims (Federal and State)  

Statutory Retaliation Claims (Federal and State)  

Wrongful Discharge in Violation of Public Policy  

Whistleblower Claims (U.S. Dept. of Labor)  

Breach of Employment Contract  

Wage and Hour (Federal and State)  

Class Actions  

 

CONTACT:  

Michael Saunders  

Halvorson Saunders & Willner, PLLC  

800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4100  

Seattle, WA 98104  

TEL.: (206) 386-7789  

msaunders@halvorsonsaunders.com  

www.hsw-law.com  
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Whatcom County Bar Association 

November 3, 2010 

Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Whatcom Co., WA, USA 

 

 
I.  Call to Order:   
 President Betsy Brinson called the meeting to order at 12:19pm. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Betsy Brinson recognized the judicial members present and introduced new members and guests.  The following 
new member was introduced:  John Livingston. 
 

III. Approval of October Minutes: 
 The October minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Law Advocates Report: 

Terra Nevitt announced the Pro Bono Award for Services for October was given to Teresa Williams.  She received a gift 
certificate from Rocket Donuts. 

Street Law and Tenant Clinic sign up sheets for 2011 were passed around.  There are two slots left for December 2010 for 
the Tenant Clinic. 

Sign up sheet were also passed around for the Whatcom Civil Rights Project. 
 
V.  Committee Reports and Announcements: 

Treasurer’s Report:  WCBA Treasurer Dennis Williams presented the November Treasurer’s Report.  As of this 
date there were members 189, $1065.00 in deposits for the month, expenses of $974.56, third quarter dona-
tions in the amount of $4750.00, leaving an ending balance of $25,988.76.  Motion to approve Treasurer’s 
report was unanimously approved. 

Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  WWL’s new officers were announced.  WWL’s 
next meeting is November 17, 2010.  

Announcements:   
CLE Committee:  Today’s CLE topic is Expert Testimony:  Theory, and Practice.  The topic of December’s CLE 

will be Ethics.  Terra Nevitt announced that she would be sending out an email soon to the CLE Committee 
to plan CLE courses for 2011. Members can email Tara any topics of interest. 

Committee on Judicial Budgetary Constraints:  Doug Robertson announced the committee has a new name:  
Court Budget Committee.  Doug announced that the WCBA wants to put together necessary court rules to 
have pro-tems available to handle cases and court rules for some version of ADR.  Anyone interested in rule 
drafting contact Doug or Betsy Brinson.  The committee had a good meeting with Judge Snyder.  The 
County Executive proposed a budget but the court came up with its own comparable budget to propose.  
The next key meeting is next Tuesday in front of the County Council and the WCBA will fully support the 
judiciary on this issue.  Committee also looking for products to increase court efficiency.   

Jim Haigh announced that although a sign up sheet for pro-tem judges was passed around at last month’s meet-
ing, anyone who has not signed up but is interested in acting as a pro-tem or in helping to develop the pro-
tem program contact Jim or Judge Snyder.   

Doug Shepherd announced that the annual lawyer ski bus trip to Whistler will be on December 10th.  The cost is 
$45 per person. 

Whatcom County Electronic Directory Committee:  no new updates. 

Rajeev Majumdar announced that Alex Ransom was the author of the article in the WCBA November 
2010 Newsletter article entitled “Fifteen Years Later… Reflections on Whatcom County’s State v. 
Ira Stohl.   

(Continued on page 24) 
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Ron Morgan announced that he would be making calls on behalf of the Campaign for Equal Justice 
asking for people to please fulfill their pledges. 

 
VI. Business: 

 
WCBA received the following correspondence: 

WSBA announcement regarding the revision of the WSBA Bylaws. 
Announcement from Whatcom County League of Women Voters for an event “Conversations with Our 

Elected Officials” on December 1, 2010 at the YWCA.   
Northwest Youth Services fundraiser is Friday, November 5th at the Bellingham Golf & Country Club. 

 
Whatcom County Law Library:  Bill Knudsen is replacing Pat Gallery on the Library Board of Trustees.  Due to 
budget cuts there have been some law library budget adjustments as explained in the November WCBA Newslet-
ter.  

 
WCBA 2011 Board of Directors:  No slate to present today, however, the WCBA will get out an email to all mem-
bers by Nov. 15th with proposed slate of 
officers.  As per the WCBA bylaws, the 
directors automatically become officers. 

 
Teen Court:  Jeff Solomon announced that 
Teen Court will be experiencing a decrease 
in funding next year and wants to move 
that the membership pledge a portion of 
the WCBA surplus fund to Teen Court.  
WCBA Treasurer Dennis Williams projects 
the WCBA will have $20k in excess so it is 
a reasonable thing to consider.  Judge Sny-
der explained to the WCBA the role of 
Teen Court.   

 
VII. Guest Speaker:  Kevin Weaver of Hag-
gen/Top Food’s Wine & Beer Depart-
ment.   

   
Mr. Weaver discussed the state of the 
wine and beer industry, including the 
initiatives on Washington’s ballot yester-
day regarding how alcohol is distributed 
in state of Washington.  
 

VIII. Meeting adjourned:  President Betsy 
Brinson adjourned the meeting.   

(Continued from page 23) 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what‘s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won‘t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46‖H x 3.86‖W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00‖H x 3.86‖ W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We‘ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


