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The President’s Column
By Doug Robertson

“ Conflicts and Hobbes 1 ”
I took my son around to look at colleges a couple weeks ago.
During the trip, we met with a number of trumpet professionals
who each described their college/university trumpet studio as very
cooperative. You have to understand that music is not really cooperative – everyone is competing for a seat in the best ensemble. As
we were driving, my son asked the obvious: ―If I want first chair,
who is going to cooperate with me to get it?‖ We had hours of
driving ahead, so Foster probably regrets ever asking that question. We talked
about conflicts in life most of our way over Snoqualmie Pass.
I remember from undergraduate college that philosophers have disputed
what motivates humans. Hegel believes that a person‘s interest in bettering their
community is the base of human motivation (relied upon strongly by Karl Marx).
Hobbes believed that a person is motivated by self-betterment (relied upon by
Adam Smith). Now philosophers have spent centuries debating the issue and you
will find no resolution in this article. But the question I raise is how is our new
generation learning to work in situations that involve both conflict and cooperation?
I am sure you all heard about the school that is outlawing tag on the playfield. The teachers believe that tag is too confrontational and led to too many
conflicts. I simply choked on my coffee. Playing tag in an elementary school is
the perfect learning experience for kids to learn conflict (don‘t get tagged) and
cooperation (how to work together to avoid getting tagged). We have to ask….
why are we taking away this learning lesson from our children?
In my work, I see this conflict between cooperation and self-betterment
every day. Multiple business partners get together in cooperation to build some
economic machine. But eventually, be it in the building, the operation or the dismantling process, the cooperative motivation dies and Hobbes rules supreme –
the individual wants more of the economic pie. What usually leads to the conflict
(Continued on page 3)
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is that the point at which cooperation turns to self-preservation which varies from
person to person. It is identifying that point of change in a client that helps a lawyer
understand the source of motivation and, ultimately, the basis for resolution.
So notwithstanding what my son thinks was a boring lecture on I-90, I see him
going headfirst into that learning process. He will jump into his freshman year with a
pile of other trumpet players, all working together to hit that high F in jazz band.
They will be trading lore about cheater mouth pieces, upper vs. lower lip pressure,
and where to get the air support. But I warned him – watch for the kid who stops
talking first. He is the one that has moved to self-preservation the earliest and will be
the one to watch out for. Like any teenager, my son rolled his eyes and plugged in
his ipod. But I know that before he is a junior, he will understand what I meant.
Endnotes
1— The philosopher, not the tiger.

Food for Thought
President Robertson‘s discussion of Hegel and Hobbes was a refreshing breath of fresh air for our minds, and thought that if you enjoy the process of thinking about such things, you might enjoy the
analogous argument between Lord John Maynard Keynes and Friedrich von Hayek regarding contemporary economics… put forward
in a humorous debate by actors… in rap form!
Part I:

―Fear the Boom & Bust‖

Part II: ―Fight of the Century‖
~The editors
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~By Rajeev!

“The Frogs of Cordata”
(Disclaimer: Title has little to do with my ramblings this time; I’ve received letters to the editor saying that I am
too politically correct, so let me throw out the word PROSTITUTE. There, now you will be sure to see that somewhere
below I discuss prostitutes, and that is exciting and politically incorrect, no?)

It may not have the same ring or allure as The Swallows of Capistrano, but the story is the same:

When the frogs come back to Cordata
That's the day you promised to come back to me.
When you whispered, "Farewell,” in Cordata
'twas the day the frogs slipped back to sleep.1
I am not a huge fan of spring– the temperature fluctuations always leave me dressed too warm or too lightly for the
day, and everything is soggy. There are, however, many
things about spring that I look forward to: in particular, the
thousands of frogs that awaken as the night descends and begin their endless chirping lullaby. Every night a smile creeps
across my face as I close my eyes and listen to my amphibian
neighbors‘ orchestra of soothing music. During the day, I
have also noticed that my hummingbirds have returned to the
feeder I set out, and the pink blossoms of the trees that line
Good-morning Spring!
Cordata Parkway have burst into their fluorescent organic flame. This is part of what makes living in
Whatcom County so wonderful.
There are also, professional reasons that a Small Time Country Lawyer has to look forward to
spring. You see, after Christmas Day, when people have emptied their wallets of all but moths in an
orgiastic spending frenzy, they get quite indignant when they learn attorneys do not work for free, and
require retainers, as opposed to their good word, to start working on their case. So the Small Time
Country Lawyer‘s client base dries up to a mere fraction of what it was immediately before Christmas,
and he must remember not to drink too much at charity auctions, lest he start issuing monetary promises he cannot cover. Spring, however, provides a remedy for this situation in the form of an exact
date: April 14th! Federal tax refunds start pouring in to people‘s bank accounts, and like a hot coal in
their hands, clients eagerly pour the refunds into their lawyer‘s pockets, knowing that their funds will
(hopefully) be wisely sacrificed along with their legal-woes on the Altar of Justice, giving them a rebirth of sorts, to match the theme of spring.
I was recently recounting the annual economic fluctuation I just described at a charity auction
for Seattle University‘s women‘s sports programs2 to my neighboring dinner companion, who as a
civil engineer was bemoaning the general state of the economy as far as building went, but also mentioned spring featured an uptick for his business as well. Then he said something interesting:
(Continued on page 5)
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Civil Engineer:
Me:
Civil Engineer:
Me:
Civil Engineer:
Me:

You know, Lawyers only work with the laws of man…
Oh?
Engineers, why we work with the laws of God!
I suppose that is true… gravity, tensile strength and the such. Well most of
my family are engineers, I am sure they would agree with you.
Good for them, they must think you are quite strange then.
Not really, I get along quite well with them, and try to date engineers almost
exclusively.

Mr. Engineer was a jovial fellow, not mean-spirited at all and only 1 or 2 Gin & Tonics into the evening, but my mind found the truth of his statement about Engineers working with the Laws of God
quite interesting, especially as I imagined some preacher taking offense at this and foaming at the
mouth. But then I thought, as my thoughts returned to more profane issues, that in reality despite the
―professional nature‖ of both attorneys and engineers and the importance we put upon our works in
order for society to function– we are essentially prostitutes.
Trading our services for filthy filthy lucre. Indeed, one could argue that the mind is much more
sacred and the prostitution of its sophistry is a far more corrupt act than any the world‘s oldest professionals, those Tantric Engineers, could commit. We, however, now live in a world where a person is
measured by the amount of currency they draw from others, and even religious communities such as
Christianity who decried usury and interest for almost 18 centuries,3 have surrendered to the forces of
currency and capitol, after having it forced upon them in Europe by the Napoleonic Code in the 1800s.
People can argue that it is impossible for a person to be self-sufficient in land-produce and services for
barter in this era of merchants, but that doesn‘t mean I cannot die trying– for I am most uncomfortable
at dancing to the tune of coins jingling in a purse.
Still, there are many lawyers who work hard, unrewarded, among the meekest of the meek, who
do not engage in prostitution. I have to take inspiration from them, and when my practice is flush, I
must take extra care and effort to engage in pro-bono work. When we harness our minds, experience
and skills for the aid of our friends, families, communities and even strangers, these are acts of love
and compassion and wholly out of the realm of selling our services for coin. Of course, just like real
Tantric Engineers, many of us work for coin to put food on our children‘s plates and to cover their
heads with a safe shelter; that doesn‘t mean they don‘t also engage in lovemaking with those they love.
Likewise, while we may have to take coin as we can think of no other efficient way to tend to
our duties, and indeed some of us may scandalously enjoy it, it is through pro-bono work that we redeem ourselves and demonstrate we are capable of acting out of love, and not merely desire for coin. I
have taken a lot of lessons from attorneys who have adamantly proclaimed they would fight me tooth
and nail ―pro-bono‖ and I have been able to stand up to attorneys saying the same. There are some
cases that represent such inhuman injustice from our perspective, that refusing to help is almost a
crime unto itself. So, with spring raining both water from the sky and retainers via Uncle Sam, I have
to remember that there is no redemption or rebirth without committing to help others who are less
(Continued on page 6)
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able. While from my lofty position as a country squire lording over the northern marches, I can sit
back and enjoy the frogs, the hummingbirds and the blooming of flowers… there are many who are
stuck out in the rain, their backs burdened with woes and wondering how they are going to find the
next meal for their children.

“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 4
Unfortunately, like desire, the demand for pro-bono services are hungry and endless, and the
attorney who gives it all away for free, on their own, will end up used-up, burnt-out and hungry,
knocking at the doors of our modern day brothels known as law firms, looking for scraps.
Fortunately, unlike many counties, Whatcom County has one of the most active and organized
pro-bono scenes, epitomized by our indigenous Law Advocates, an organization that works tirelessly
to help those who need legal assistance, and incidentally works tirelessly to provide attorneys with a
chance at respectable and shame-free activities. I have recently learned, that despite getting full signup lists for Street Law, the Landlord-Tenant Clinic and the Access ID Project…. Attorneys have been
flaking out in droves. So please, call Law Advocates after you collect that next big retainer, and see if
you can fill in for someone who has let them down. I‘ll make it easy for you: (360) 671-6079
I guarantee, after you help out, you will know you have the gratitude and respect of many, but
more importantly, you will have a chance to look in the mirror and see a person who has made society
a better place without asking anything in return, and in that you will see true love.
Endnotes
1— Based on "When the Swallows Come Back to Capistrano" by Leon René (1940).
2— I won a volleyball signed by most of the team, including my favorite player, now retired, #14, Jamie Mellies– national assist
record holder. It cost me the shirt off my back though…. Literally, I somehow lost my shirt between the Whatcom Courthouse
and the auction. If anyone has broken into my car and stolen my shirt– please return it.
3— Pope Sixtus V (1585 to 1590) on interest: ―detestable to God and man, damned by the sacred canons and contrary to Christian
charity.‖
4— Excerpt from the ―The New Colossus‖ by Emma Lazarus (1883), a.k.a. The Statue of Liberty Poem
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Free to all WCBA members & firms
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to:

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month
Questions? Call 360 527-9400

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - Nancy at 647-1916, ext. 112; Or email
nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Conference Room available
for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants. New Cardio Room and Shower available for Tenants – access 24
hours!

Adoption Services Provider
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent
adoptions. JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW. 25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com
Great Bedroom Set - $300 Perfect for setting up a home; includes bed frame and headboard; dresser
with full set of drawers with full mirror attached; and a smaller nightstand with drawers. Makes any
bedroom look beautiful! In good condition with beautiful faux-mahogany finish, well cared for and in
storage– attorney owner had to move. Held in trust by Rajeev. 206-214-5177.
The Best Location for attorney, Office for lease: Across the street from the Court House.
1500sf. $1.30 p/sf + NNN(W/S, INS, PROPERTY TAX. 3 OFFICES,+ 3 OPEN DIV. OFFICES STORAGE RM W/SHELVES, COUNTER TOP W/SINK + CABINET. CENTRAL HEATING/AIRCON,
skylight , private parking space available, 5 years no increase rent base.
Address : 217 prospect St. Bellingham, Right next to Bail -Bond Company.
Please contact us 360-734-8127, Attention: Jung or Erin at Attorney Matthew W. Peach's law office.
Firm Seeks Associate
Established Bellingham/Mount Vernon firm seeks experienced family law associate attorney. Should
have at least 3 - 5 years recent Washington experience. No applications considered without some family
law experience. Salary 60 to 85K, DOE + benefits. Send resumes to Lori @ Tario & Associates, 119 N.
Commercial St. #1000, Bellingham, WA 98225, or fax: (360) 733-7092 or email Lgillies@tariolaw.com.
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Panel Discussion on Legislature's Role with Citizen Initiatives
Discussion at City Hall to include Todd Donovan, Tim Eyman, Hugh Spitzer
BELLINGHAM – A panel discussion with Western Washington University professor Todd
Donovan, initiative activist Tim Eyman and Hugh Spitzer, an affiliate professor of law at the University of
Washington, will be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 17 at Bellingham City Hall Council Chambers, 210 Lottie St.
The panel discussion, titled “When is an initiative not the will of the people? A discussion of the
Legislature’s role in dealing with citizen initiatives,” is free and open to the public. It is one in a series of
events organized by the Whatcom County Bar Association’s Community Law Education Committee. This
event is also sponsored by the Center for Law, Diversity and Justice at Western’s Fairhaven College of
Interdisciplinary Studies and the City of Bellingham. The initiative process has been part of Washington's
political scene since 1911. It has been used to address important issues, such as the regulation of fisheries, shoreline management, disclosure of public records and taxes. This forum will explore the Legislature’s response to initiatives that have been passed by public vote.
The three panelists will bring their unique knowledge and perspectives to discuss the initiative
process, its origins, accomplishments, and how the Legislature has dealt with initiatives both in the past
and currently. Whatcom County Bar Association President Doug Robertson will moderate the discussion.
The public is encouraged to join in this robust discussion. The panel discussion will be filmed by the City
of Bellingham and air on BTV10 and the City website. Check the BTV10 schedule after the event for exact dates/times: http://www.cob.org/services/education/btv10/index.aspx\
Todd Donovan is a professor of political science at WWU. He has published numerous works on
the U. S. political system addressing local, state and federal issues. He also lectures extensively on these
topics. He received his bachelor’s degree in economics from California State University in Sacramento
and his master’s and doctorate degrees in political science from the University of California-Riverside.
Tim Eyman has co-sponsored numerous initiatives over the past 12 years, including limits on car
tab taxes, property taxes, performance audits, a two-thirds majority requirement for the legislature to raise
taxes, and protecting the initiative process. He was born and raised in Yakima, earned a business degree
from Washington State University and works full-time as a political activist.
Hugh Spitzer is an affiliate professor of law at the University of Washington, where he teaches U.
S. constitutional law, state constitutional law, and local government law. He has published widely on local
government law and state constitutional law topics, including a book (with Robert Utter), “The Washington
State Constitution: A Reference Guide (2002).” He also works as a public finance lawyer at Foster Pepper
PLLC, and represents the State of Washington and local entities as bond counsel on a wide variety of
public financings. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Yale University, his J.D. from the University of
Washington Law School, and his master’s of law from the University of California Law School at Berkeley.
Moderator Doug Robertson is a partner at Belcher Swanson, PLLC, where he represents clients
regarding real estate matters, civil transactions and litigation. In addition, he donates his time to a variety
of local civic organizations. Robertson graduated from Lewis and Clark College in Portland and received
his J.D. from the Willamette University College of Law in Salem, Ore.
Contacts: Dan Raas, Raas, Johnsen & Stuen, P.S., (360) 647-0234; Danraas@comcast.net; WWU University Communications, (360) 650-3350
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Whatcom Law Day Committee Creates Perfect Storm:
Traffic Cameras, Initiatives, and Tim Eyman
~Alexander F. Ransom

Perfect Storm: An event where a rare combination of circumstances will aggravate a situation
drastically. 1
―Mr. Attorney man? Are you a registered voter?‖ The voice floated from nowhere, snapping me from people-watching the patrons of Bellingham Farmer‘s Market. It was a balmy Saturday morning in Bellingham, April 2, 2011. Colorfully dressed vendors, students and families
greeted one other from Winter hibernation. Opening day. Mr. Attorney Man – me, I presumed –
was not dressed for court. I was just another face in a crowd of energetic fun. I turned around.
The gentleman wore a weathered smile, appeared in his 40‘s and held a large clipboard. An initiative signature gatherer. The market was full of them. He seemed friendly enough. Mr. Attorney Man, I thought, amused. My advertising works.
―You can do better than that,‖ I said, good-naturedly. ―How about improving your sales
pitch. Something like, ‗Would you like to keep child molesters off the street?‘ That would really
get my attention.‖ My girlfriend Monique cleared her throat and ribbed me; a pointedly bony
reminder to keep my remarks Bellingham-friendly. Mr. Signature Gatherer laughed, probably
more at Monique‘s elbowing than my wretched attempt at humor.
―Okay, would you like to keep child molesters off the street?‖ he retorted. People began
eavesdropping with looks of horrified concern. My turn to laugh. Cool dude. Doesn‘t take
himself or me too seriously. Interested, I listened to Mr. Signature Gatherer‘s spiel. He was getting signatures on behalf of an organization called the Traffic Safety Coalition. Their purpose
was to oppose the City of Bellingham‘s future installation of red-light traffic safety cameras.
I knew about this issue. A red-light traffic camera photographs vehicles and their license
plates as they race through yellow lights. Municipalities gather the pictures and send traffic infractions to the registered owner of the vehicle. 2 The cameras are the subject of intense debate.
Opponents of the traffic cameras argue the cameras are about revenue, not safety, and installing
them is a slippery slope; leading to their use elsewhere for various minor infractions. Bellingham is roughly estimating a gross revenue of roughly $500,000 a year. 3 Proponents argue the
cameras improve safety while requiring law-breakers, as opposed to taxpayers, help pay for
public safety needs. 4
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

The plot thickens. On September 28, 2010, the City Council agreed to hold a public hearing and let concerned citizens share their thoughts. In November, however, the Council cancelled the public hearing. 5 They decided there was no point in going through the ―charade‖ of a
public hearing if they were set on approving the cameras anyway. The meeting was also cancelled out of respect for the tragic death of a young child that occurred the previous day – she,
coincidentally, the victim of a teenager who drove a car out of control.
In December, the Bellingham City Council moved forward with a plan to install red-light
cameras at four intersections and speed cameras in two school zones. The Council voted 6-1 in
November to approve a law allowing the cameras for one year. Councilman Seth Fleetwood
was the lone dissent.
Enter Tim Eyman. Most of us know Eyman as Washington‘s
anti-tax ―Initiative King.‖ Recently, Eyman used a ballot initiative
ballot measure – his infamous calling card; and the same thing I was
looking at here at Farmer‘s Market – to rail against the installation of
red-light cameras in the City of Mukilteo. Similar to the Bellingham
Initiative in my hands, Mukilteo‘s measure required a two-thirds majority of the City Council as well as voter approval before red-light
cameras can be installed. Mukilteo was the first Washington city to
put the issue before voters. 6

Tim Eyman

The plot thickens evermore. Somehow, the City Council‘s decision to adopt the cameras
reached Eyman‘s ear. He was furious. ―That is so sleazy,‖ Eyman said to a Bellingham Herald
reporter. ―And they wonder why people distrust government. My gosh. They wonder why our
initiatives are so popular. This is just socialistic. This is authoritarian, dictator-type of decision
making that doesn‘t even give the imaginary illusions of public input,‖ Eyman said. ―You‘ve got
to admire the audacity of it, it‘s just ‗Who cares what the citizens think?‘‖ 7
Later, Eyman wrote an editorial to the Bellingham Herald. Among other things, he stated
the following: ―Whether you like cameras or dislike cameras is not the issue,‖ he said.
―Shouldn‘t elected representatives listen to the people before making such an impactful decision
and shouldn‘t they follow through on a unanimously approved decision to first hold a public
hearing? 8
(Continued on page 14)
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There‘s more. On May 17, Eyman visits Bellingham and joins WWU Professor Todd Donovan
and Foster Pepper attorney Hugh Spitzer in a panel
discussion about how the Legislature‘s deals with
Citizen Initiatives. The discussion is titled, ―When Is
An Initiative Not The Will of the People? A Discussion of the Legislature‘s Role in Dealing With Citizen
Initiatives.‖ This free event is moderated by WCBA
President Doug Robertson and is held at the Bellingham City Council Chambers from 7:00 – 8:30 PM.
The timing is excellent. A perfect storm, actually. Numerous cities are fighting the same
battles over these traffic light cameras. Kudos to our very own Community Law Education
Committee – attorneys Adrian Madrone, Robert Butler, Dan Raas and Matt Daheim – for putting this event together. Without a doubt, they brought a progressive and timely discussion to
Whatcom County.
My opinion? For now, I‘ll maintain journalistic integrity and keep this article as unbiased
as possible. I shall, however state a few more facts: I listened attentively to Mr. Initiative Gatherer‘s spiel. I signed the initiative. I even provided the correct contact information.
Political action, they say, speaks louder than words.
Endnotes
1—
2—

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perfect_storm

RCW 46.60.130 allows cities to install traffic cameras and sets the following requirements on their use: (1) They can only be at
intersections of two arterials, (2) they can‘t photograph driver‘s faces, (3) the photos aren‘t available to the public and can only be used by
law enforcement for purposes of the traffic violation, (4) the locations of cameras must be clearly marked, (5) the amount the city pays to
the company providing the equipment can be based only on the value of the equipment and services, not a percentage of the revenue, (6)
tickets do not go on a person‘s driving record, and (7) it‘s presumed the registered owner was driving at the time. However, if people state
under oath that somebody else was driving at the time, they can avoid paying the ticket.
3— http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2010/08/12/1566754/holly-forest-streets-one-of-four.html

4—
5—
6—
7—
8—

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2011/04/14/1966838/pike-gibbons-debate-installing.html
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2010/11/12/1718798_bellingham-council-to-decide-traffic.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2013329088_elexredlight03m.html
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2010/11/12/1718813/bellingham-council-to-decide-traffic.html
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2010/11/19/1730253_eyman-city-should-listen-to-citizens.html
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LESTER & HYLDAHL, PLLC
222 Grand Ave., Ste. F

Non-Real Estate Attorney?
Solo Practitioner?
Need Real Estate Documents For a
Sophisticated Commercial Transaction?

We are open at our new location, and look forward to
your bankruptcy referrals.

Use one of






John’s Forms

Purchase & Sale Agreements
“Green Building” Leases
Nonjudicial Foreclosure Package
And More!

 Office & Retail Leases
 Financing Documents
 Condominium Package

www.johnsforms.com

(360) 733-5774
tara@lesterhyldahl.com
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P AMELA E E NGLETT , PLLC
Welcoming clients who need
assistance in civil domestic violence
and family law cases
Thank you for your referrals!
1225 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com
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KEEP IT LOCAL: HOW INVESTING IN OUR CREDIT UNIONS STIMULATES THE ECONOMY
~ Alexander F. Ransom
―Buy Local‖ – you see the decal in store windows downtown, the farmer‘s market, the
weekly newspaper. Whatcom County citizens embrace self-sufficiency, and for good reason. We
farm our own produce, run our local businesses, construct each other‘s homes and police our citizens with little assistance from outside companies or government. With the exception of BP Oil Refinery, there‘s no single private company which has an overwhelmingly large foothold in Whatcom
County‘s economy. 1
Like everyone, I‘ve heard ―Buy Local‖ rhetoric for years. It‘s no secret that money stays and
re-circulates in communities when citizens invest locally. For me, however, the ―Buy Local‖ concept didn‘t hit home – quite literally – until I recently purchased a home with my girlfriend
Monique. We‘re both younger professionals in our 30‘s. For the last year we‘ve shopped condominiums in Whatcom County; preferably something quaint with a view of Bellingham Bay. We
found an excellent real estate agent who found an excellent condo near WWU. Unfortunately, said
real estate agent employed a not-so-excellent Big Bank X (BBX) representative to handle the financing. You guessed it: problems arose.
We had good credit scores (not excellent, mind you, but good). Nevertheless, my situation
presented interesting challenges: I already owned a rental house, owed student loans, and worked
solo practice for only 2½ years. Obtaining financing was a nightmare! In good faith, I provided
$5K in earnest money. BBX wanted more. I provided bank records of business and personal accounts. BBX requested detailed explanations of my bank deposits and income. I drafted an Excel
spreadsheet detailing my income streams, gave copies of check stub deposits, and traced client payments/deposits down to the last $1 (redacting client names). BBX twiddled their thumbs; a big nono when it comes to real estate purchases. This process was invasive and protracted. In the end, we
were STILL denied financing! Admittedly, the economy was in the throes of recession and the federal government‘s financial reforms made lenders nervous. Still, the process was unbelievably
daunting, grinding and ultimately negative. We licked our wounds and kept looking.
Eventually, we found a picture-perfect condo atop Boulevard Park on South State Street. Although we decided to keep our excellent real estate agent, we sought financing through North Coast
CU, a well-established credit union in Whatcom County. 2 Our thinking? Perhaps we‘d have an
easier time getting financing if we sought it from a localized financial institution. For those who
don‘t know, credit unions are NCUA insured financial institutions which are locally owned by members. Unlike big banks, these not-for profit cooperatives serve their members on Main Street, not
Wall Street. In addition to North Coast CU, Whatcom County is lucky to have many choices of local credit unions, including GaPAC CU, Pacific NWCU, ICU, and WECU.
Our strategy paid off. Switching to North Coast CU was an excellent move. Unlike BBX,
(Continued on page 19)
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North Coast CU‘s representatives instantly recognized me as a local practicing attorney in Whatcom
County. Indeed, North Coast CU has a history of attending Lawyers Take Orders events. Consequently, the financing process was instantly more relaxed and humanized. I was more than a credit
score and an Excel spread sheet. North Coast CU saw us as gainfully employed young professionals trying to establish roots in our community.
BBX‘s financing nightmare became a dream through North Coast CU. The difference was
like night and day. Right away, NCCU appraised the property. I was not required to justify my income to the last dollar. Within two weeks our financing was approved! Even better, North Coast
CU offered very reasonable interest rates and financing arrangements. The entire process was professional, dignified, painless and seamless. Armed with proper financing, we made the offer on the
condo. Accepted! Closing happened without a hitch. Days later, we moved in.
My lesson was learned. Similar to buying local, banking local redistributes money back into
the community. Reporter Caitlin Quigley of the Whatcom Watch and Cascadia Weekly wrote that
for every dollar in your account, your credit union can loan out $9. ―That means that when you open
a $1,000 account at a Whatcom bank or credit union, someone else in Whatcom County can borrow
$9,000,‖ she said. ―You‘re making capital available to your neighbors instead of boosting shareholder profits. That‘s why moving your money is not just about rejecting big banks; it‘s also about
embracing and strengthening our local economy.‖ 3
Buying and banking locally is more than a nodding endorsement of hippie politics. It‘s about
revitalizing our local economy. The concept is simple; and similar to a rising tide lifting all boats
our community lifts above recession when we reinvest back into it. We become, in effect, a rising
tide to our neighbors. Your community is your barber, your co-op, your automotive expert, and yes,
your local financial institutions.
Our credit unions have earned our loyalty. Yet, as of June 2010, Bank of America had $347.1
million in deposits in Whatcom County. Chase had $174.1 million and Wells Fargo, $159.9 million.
Reporter Caitlin Quigley is on to something. As she states in her article, ―Can you imagine how self
-reliant Whatcom County could be if everyone did something as simple as switching his or her bank
account?‖ Here, here, Ms. Quigley. I‘m a believer.
Endnotes
1—
http://bellingham-wa-politics-economics.blogspot.com/2009/10/top-25-employers-in-whatcom-county.html
2—
North Coast CU was founded over 70 years ago as the City of Bellingham Employees Credit Union. Their original membership
base was originally composed of municipal and county government employees. They boast a healthy membership composed of police and
fire. For years, North Coast CU has supported Whatcom County‘s legal community at events like Lawyers Take Orders. Solo attorneys
and established firms are encouraged to open accounts. North Coast CU provides numerous financing options if you‘re looking to open/
acquire a business, purchase business assets, remodel or expand your business, consolidate business debt, and/or acquire a source for working capital.
3—
http://www.whatcomwatch.org/php/WW_open.php?id=1282 also see Move Your Money: Deposit Your Money In a Local Bank or
Credit Union, Wednesday, April 13, 2011, http://www.cascadiaweekly.com/
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Whatcom County Bar Association—The Minutes
April 6, 2011
Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington

I. Call to Order:
President Douglas Robertson called the meeting to order at 12:20.
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members:
President Douglas Robertson recognized the judicial members present, Judge Snyder, Commissioner Verge,
Judge Doucette.
The following guests were introduced: Terra Nevitt introduced Olivia D’Angela (filling in for Jaime at Law Advocates), and Emma Clark (Law Advocates intern). Mary Landis, paralegal introduced by Dominique Zervas.
III. Approval of March 2011 Minutes:
The March, 2011 minutes were amended to add the date and unanimously approved.
IV. Law Advocates Report:
Dennis Williams won the pro bono drawing and a $10 gift certificate to Daisy Café.
V. Committee Reports and Announcements:
Treasurer’s Report: Erin Glass presented the April Treasurer’s Report. As of this date there were 157 members,
$ 914.83 in deposits for the month, and an ending balance of $39,675.54.
Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter: Mary Dickinson announced that there will be 3
CLE’s coming up. WWL will be participating in Street Law on Law Day and will be participating in the Human Race. There will be a picnic in July.
Law library - No announcement.
Young Lawyers No announcement.
Bar rules committee. Committee is working on court rules.
Announcements: There will be GAL training in Vancouver, WA. Contact Doug Robertson for details.
Skagit County Superior Court now has online access to its documents.
NW Youth Services is holding its annual fundraiser at Boundary Bat on April 16 from 4-8 p.m. Contact Jeff
Solomon for details.
There will be several more work parties for Nooksack Salmon Enhancement in April. Contact Brett Simmons for details.
Doug Robertson received a letter from _____________, a Moses Lake law firm specializing in social secu(Continued on page 21)
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rity claims and transactions, and a thank you letter from Steven Lawrence of Meridian High School for the bar
association’s support of mock trial at the school.
Anyone interested in joining the CLE committee should contact Doug Hyldahl or Phil Buri. Judge Snyder
handed out certificates for those who volunteered in mock trial this year.
Adrian Madrone announced on behalf of the Community Law Education Committee that they are finalizing
a presentation about the state initiative process and the role of the legislature. There will be a program on May
17 at Bellingham City Hall at 7 p.m.
VI. Business: Officers are discussing what to do with the budget surplus. There has been discussion of jump-starting
the efforts for a fourth judge or electronic filing. Officers are looking for input from bar members before making recommendations.
WCBA is looking for non-lawyer nominations for the Liberty Bell Award.
VII. Guest Speaker
Rajeev Majumdar (Law Office of Roger Ellingson in Blaine, WA) gave an interesting and informative presentation about
his quest to visit his ancestral homeland in Bangladesh.
VIII. Meeting adjourned: Douglas Robertson adjourned the meeting at 1:30.

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what‘s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won‘t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46‖H x 3.86‖W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00‖H x 3.86‖ W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W
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full page . . . $100/mo.
10.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W
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And it’s easy to place your ad
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We‘ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .
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