WHATCOM COUNTY BAR

JOURNAL

www.whatcombar.org OCTOBER

To P Stories! 2011 WCBA Officers

PresidentDoug Robertson
(360) 7346390
: ; : Vice Pres.:Deborra Garrett
Brazil, Riod A Lawyer in the Fun 6-7,27-30 i ol L,
Treasurer:Erin Crisman Glasg

Green River Killer: A True Detective Story 14-15 Journal Editors

Mr. Rajeev D. Majumdar
www.northwhatcomlaw.com

| - (360) 3327000 ph
Lawyers Take Ordersd Be There! 17-18 (3o0) satry i
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com

Whatcom County District Court: Fees Change 19 i Al B Pemsam
www.ransomlawfirm.com
(360) 3928377 ph
(360) 392 8397 fx
alex@ransordlawfirm.com

Your Regular Favorites!

The Presidents Column MIA, but not DOA 2i 3
The Library Noold Legislative History: How fun is that? 3
Raj eev6d® Mus i Thg 3oyous Return of Rain 4i 5
Classified® Jobs, office space & services! 8
Pro-Bono Connectio Law Advocates Annual Dinner & Auction11
Civil Procedure Cornér Fun with Personal Service 12-13
Fantastic Ads & Deals! 20-23

Special Announcements!

Celebrate Court Closure D@y inviTation To TEXAS MUSIC AND DANCIN' ! 9

Unbundling Legal Services / Limited Scope Representation CLE 10
Bar Notice: Request for Input gumo temSuperior Court judge proposal 16
Annual Whatcom County BaBki Trip!!! 16
Whatcom County District CouEx-Partefees change 19

BAR LUNCH Superiative

Disclaimer:

On October 5th! ( 2011 ) At ngh Noon! The information & various arti-
At Northwood Hall]3 240 Nort hwest veles qanigings! within ths iy

cation have not been checked fi

accuracy. All opinions expresse

Special Guest: Charlie Sheldon the Executive Di- are those of the authors and d
rector of the Port of Bellingham, who will be speaking not necessarily reflect the opin

about Economic Development in Whatcom County. lons of the Bar Association, the
Newsletter, or the agents theregf.




PAGE 2 WHATCOM COUNTY BAR JOURNAL OCTOBER 2011

The Presidentodés Col umn

By Doug Robertson
WCBA President 2012011

PRESIDENT MIABUT NOT DOA

(My extreme apologies to Raj for not having the bar article for Septer

MIA again. Raj was close, but not spoin . |l t6s no
tion. o Il nstead, itobés AMassi vel
simply overwhelmed with the commitments and obligations that | n
So many things are important, so many things are interesting, and s
things have to be done to make the businesses work. Too often, I find my-
self having agreed to do way too many things in way too little time.

My first | awyer/ ment ¢ derrywHalm. ltwhsea braral ndwassaciat
at Oseran Hahn in Bellevue in 1986. Jerry was the managing partner and was responsible for
i ng abehindMleee ar so | aw graduate into some semb
tremely smart, organized, and always apparently laid back. But once | got to know him, | real
that he was always under the gun, always trying to do too much, and always juggling. He kn
and shared with me the most important rule in the practice oflawe ar n t o say |
have any guidelines, theorems or matrix to determine when to say no. He just said that when
gut says no, your mouth must follow.

| remember one particular incident when a new personal injury case came in that was a
ently very lucrative. Liability was relatively straightforward and damages appeared significan
sat with Jerry as he talked with the client for over an hour and a half looking at the police ref
and other documents the client had brought. At the end of the meeting, Jerry did the unthink
He said that the firm could not take the case, and gave him the names of three other lawyer
probably woul d. Af terwards | asked Jerry:
sponsé my gut sai d no. He di dnot know why, k
mouth had to do the same.

Seems like | have yet to learn that lesson.

It all does come down to priorities. For twenty years, my priorities have been consistent
straightforward: first my family, second my law practice, third the business, fourth everything e
As you can expect, the first three were more than enough (so much for a social life). But
things are all jumbled up. My daughter is away at college and my son is in his last year of
school. Also, our business is not taking nearly the amount of time it had at one point.

Time has been freed up and there are so very many things | want to do. | said yes to
music, more Bar activities, more tennis, more work, more of this and more of that. Now |

(Continued on pag8)
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(Continued from pagg)
dead | failed to prioritize before saying yes. | have to cull away activities to stay afloat.

So while | was MIA (again, sorry Raj), it was time to set the priorities again. Family is s
first of course, but with the kids gone it will take less time. Since | have not won the lotto (or e
bought a lotto ticket), the law practice is still up there. But behind that, there are a million thin

would | ove to do. I j ust have t o Tsayhotdthee
rest.

Brief Pontification Our governmental leaders need to undertake the same analysis. \
ever decreasing budget s, our societyds goa

Just cutting everything makes nothing work well. Kind of like me doing everything without enot
time for each.

The NOOk: I_aW lel‘ary NeWS by Virginia Tucker

Legislative History: How fun is that?

My favorite listing of resources for legislative history comes from the Gallagher Law
Library at the UW Law SchoolThis pages u mmar i zes what o6s avai
islative history, intent and process, including both commercial and free databases and pu

cations. Ther elbaswali b mn&krbyt ksougint ®ffit becanse thdrge
are some recent developments in whatos|
7 This summer, the Washington State Ses|s

all the way back to Year One, 1889. Check it out:
http://www.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/session_laws.aspx

1 Another recent addition is a collection of augézordings of committee hearings of thg
State House of Representatives, back to 1973, now available online from the Statg Dit
Archives website. Go tattp://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Search.as@and then selec
Audio Recordings from the first dropdown list (Record Series). After that you can seglec
the committee of interest or enter search keywords.

\V
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http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/washleghis.html
http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org/
http://www.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/session_laws.aspx
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Search.aspx

PAGE 4 WHATCOM COUNTY BAR JOURNAL OCTOBER 2011

Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer ~By Rajeev!

NThe Joyous Return of Ra

Subtitle: Washingtonians are Horrible People

(Disclaimer#1 Theyo6r e not horrible, they just W

Since becoming a country lawyer, | have attempted to ree s\
novels on becoming part of the noble tradition that goes along \ > 47 <&
being a country lawyer, in of also being a landed-wdiicated SN\
squire. | havendt managed t
still waiting for this property bubble to pop, but in the meanwhile N\ ¢
have tried to edify myself with the values and manners present ..\ ¢
revisionist Victorianesque literature that gentlemanly lawyers ot * |/A
to have. So, while happily enjoying the trashy novels of Patrick ==& :
O6Brian, Susanna Clarke and W&
watching Mary Poppins repeatedly, | found that even their desc. =
tions of rainy London, did not remind me half so much of WashlngtoThaSde in the Willows
by Kenneth Grahame, which | just finished. Now, this book should be required reading for g
yers and young adults, as it is an excellent manual as to proper manners, but more importa
should be required reading for all Washingtonians as its most important leapgnesiation of
onebdbs surroundings

After being domiciled in Washington for over twelve years, | should be able to assert 11
as a Washingtonian, and no | onger as an |
see, | love Washington. | absolutely becaneagedwhen people call the District of Columbia,
Washington; | give out various flavors of Rocas and Cotlets tofesiaters as if it wermana
from heaven; and like most Washingtonians, | try to be polite and tolerant of others to a faul

|l tds great to pr act i c-andlargeweoplenareVdal Hdchk, neagdn
able and accepting of when the dice donot
tive Washingtoni ansadvelriseeyi hu,t do rdmoerd,t rm
mind something, however, that both natives and immigrants to Washington seem to adopt W
sale.

You see, | have an admission to makéke the weather in Washington This is a difficult

admi ssion to make, because 99% of what i $

weather is and how accursed their lives are to have to live here. | love Washington, and it i
credibly infuriating to dayin and dayout, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, to hear my fellow W
ingtonians whine ofandon and orandon, selfgeographicallydepreciating our beautiful cool af

(Continued on pagB)
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rain+&view=detail&id=3BCB623980719ADEF5785544FF13AF0E790AECE0&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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(Continued from pagé)
refreshing State. Whatcom Countygnar t i cul ar i s, as Mary Po

i n every way. O Never too hot, never too
never too humid, never too dry. Consequently, the greatest sin, that keeps me from being 3
Washingtonian, is that | love the rain. This is unforgivable in most social circles here.

Typical Washingtonian Reaction to Rain

| love the sound of rain, | love the way it looks in the distance, | love the way it looks g
street outside our office window. A walk in the rain; hiding my court files under my coat as |
for the courthouse from my car; the excuse to snuggle up with a good book; the chance to s
cup of hot cocoa and conversation with f1
everyone in Washington whines about it.

Il woul dndét mind the whining of my fell
tioné and they |l eft the State for sunni et
one of the greatest Sovereigns in our federated United States; and 2.) they would help colla
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property bubble that keeps me from becoming landed gentry. This will not happen, however, a:

spite the constant and endless vocalized depreciation of our State, it seems my fellow Wast
citizenseé hate everywhere el se, more so.
find whether borrhere or immigrant, there is a love of this land and place that possesses us

Indeed, it was a speech of the Water Rat in Chapter 1 d¥itloevs that reminded me mos
of my fellow Washingtonians. The Water Rat, always proper, always ready to do the right th
hates when his home floods, which it does every year, yet still:

It's my world, and | don't want any other. What it hasn't got is not worth having, and what it does-
n't know is not worth knowing. Lord! the times we've had together! Whether in winter or summer,
spring or autumn, it's always got its fun and its excitements. When the floods are on in February,
and my cellars and basement are brimming with drink that's no good to me, and the brown water
runs by my best bedroom window; or again when it all drops away and, shows patches of mud
that smells like pluntake, and the rushes and weed clog the channels...

Li kewi se, | guess | must accept, we Washi
our home, and weol | enjoy its ups and do\

ling
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RIO, BRAZIL

By Alex Ransom
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GK2aS ¢gK2 | NB 32
~Author Unknown

4{ ONBSOKHE L 2SN] SR | | : / i
on tarmac. Greeted by morning breath, a headache al =

neck cramp. | yawned awake, my thoughts drifting to N
Y& I A NIGPH blifedsl ikl @o alode, 4 K SaG 120 @ |
too much going o ¢ Ld YIRS &aS4mnes|
puts herself through college and just bought a newer
Plane tickets to Rio were $1,500.00. Still, | was terrified =
thoughts of solitary nights walking on the beach and stoyms

at waves. | knew no Portuguese and had no friends/fa’ses , ’1 LS MR el el

ip Brgzil. Other thoughts, however, crept in. | needed cf | T’J‘"
OF A2y D lfaz2s 1 YRSNB2Y
weight title fight here in Rio at UFC 134. It was days aws
debarked, got my luggage, and walked outside.

/, /..zg /},ﬁ/

NI TAEf SYONIOSR gAGK 3ISYyGtS Y2NYyAy3d adzy o ¢ K

in the northwest. My pores opened up, a sure sign of increased humiityg it | thought. So nice A taxi drivef

f SIFYSR 2y KAa (FEAZ ayzil Ay Rerfectltdught. 3y Rostél is dnxof ¢f things
G,2dz FNB ' £t SEK¢ KS |aiSRo L aFrAR &Sao | A&

t 2 NIl dz3dzSaSo aAydziSa fFGSNE KS 1 Afdbopdundidzithe GidomIPeze<

drove with no rhyme or reason until suddenly, traffic slowed. A huge armored car crept by. Silent. Matt
Gt 2t AOAlL aAftAGINE LIAYGSR 2y (KS &dAARSao [A1S |
truded from each window. My jaw dropped open. Chaotic music filled my mind, unheard before. Pedro I
G, 2dz tA1NEL REYBBUABRGSPaAaSEFY y2 AGNBSG FAIKGAY

¢KS NBYFAYAYy3d RNAGS gFa &l FSNE | f (K2 dz3 RantasNwé
see the angry beginnings of the EarttMolten lava spurts and flows from volcanoes, running like mercury to
the ocean. Scalding steam erupts, hot enough to flay meat from bones. Creation was angry, sudden an
{AYAT I NI &> wAz2Qa &Kl NLIT Y2 dzy (Fahtasia dtiangely biher akegds weiB

b ble

hugh
A

Af
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and tropical. We drove near the beach. Aggressive waves pounded, sucking a dangerous undertow frofn st

ascending beach floors. No rhyme, reason, or rip curl. Totally unpredictable. | saw few surfers.

Again, strange music in my head. Familiar. In the mBxeelator we hear a light, frenetic African drym

whenever Schwarzenegger is hunted in the jungle by the predatory alien. | was hearing that drum. Sg

(Continued on pag@é)
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(Continued from pag6)
fierce and uncontrollable existedRia Like music, Rio threatened to hypnotize and lull with its sounds, its pr
of adventure.

GhoNAIFR2HE L alARZ & t SRNER ? RWNkigibiBHeod W& ded apa
YSyG o0dzAif RAy3az FyR da LINBYAASRI (g2 of201a FTNR
fAy3 ft2yS F2NOSa 2yS (2 0SS as@bref And whig dolthaiRINBVel@K

interesting people.

Hostel Ipanema was run by a young Brazitanoca(native inhabitant) named Stephanie. Finally, a
male! Like Rajeev, | generally feel safer in environments with wom&tephanie checked me in and introdug
YS G2 Yé aK2adSt GNRO6SE 2F AYUSNYylrdAaz2ylrf (NI @St
if from other countries. Later, | would befriend people from Germany, Australia, Ireland, all parts of South

DMIS

(4
Y
Hred

fe-
ed
SN

A

ica, and New York City (oddly enough). We would compare notes, travel and party together. My tribe would te

me how to makeCaipirinhasthe national cocktail of Brazfl.l A y Y & 2 dz Ol yCaigirinhakithoSt Ca-
chaca a Brazilian liquor made from sugarcaneh i KSNB A aAST AdGQa FlL1So I 008
checked in, every day was adventure.

Christ the Redeemer: Attempt #1

| joined two Australians and a pretty NYC girl in a-baKed effort to see Christ the Redeemer. It was 1

PMcti22 f1 0S3s NBIffeé>x odzi €2dz O2dzZ RyQi O2y @Ay OS dgi

bus going the general direction. NYC girl (Ashley) chatted up a smartly dressed-speglishgcariocanamed
Oliver. He sold real estate and lived on Corcovado Mountain, where the Christ statue was located.

z, A A

G, 2dzQNB G422 fFGSZ¢ al AR
GASGa FNB y2 3J22RO . 2 dzQNB
LI NI SR GKS o6dza yR ¢l ft1SR
flavela.® Arrived upon a rinkglink establishment which servg
as a general store and outside neighborhood bar. Bought §
beers. Cranked the jukebox; an old, wooden behemoth w
huge variety of Brazilian rock and funk. Oliver knew ever
He waved to villagers and neighbors as they entered. M
Children. Dayvorkers chilling out. It was oddly familial.

A Brazilian rock/funk song started. It sounded und
able. Euphoria took over as | felt the velocity and rush of a
away moment. Suddenly, foolishly, | dancedariocadaughed
and clapped. Kids jumped around. Embarrassed, | sat do
Oliver.

5

heard nothing yet. During Carnival, we celebrate every ngss
¢t KSNBEQa I f & Nhchacha Kummichad @ndeha

cha, umOK | ®Q CKFGZ Yeé 7T Reaflyy
thought. You make it sound like an old railroad trainbrushe

(Continued on pageg7)
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CLASSIFIEDADS

Free to all WCBA members & firms
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com

by the 15th of the preceding month
Questions? Call 360 529400

Office Space Availablei Bellingham Towers Nancy at 6471916, ext. 112; Or email

nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 119 N. Commercial Sté@tvntown! Conference Room availabl

for Rent to Tenants and Nerenants. New Cardio Room & Shower available for Teniaatsess 24h!

Adoption Services Provider
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, steparent & grand parent

714-9189;joann.vesper@gmail.com

adoptions. JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW. 25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239;

Great Bedroom Set- Ha! Taken and claimed by a new attorney in town You missed your chance
and | am sure you will be seeing an introductory article introducing himself soon enough! ~R!

The Best Location for attorney, Office for leaseAcross the street from the Court House.
1500sf. $1.30 p/sf + NNN(W/S, INS, PROPERTY TAX. 3 OFFICES,+ 3 OPEN DIV. OFFICES S
AGE RM W/SHELVES, COUNTER TOP W/SINK + CABINET. CENTRAL HEATING/AIRCON,
skylight , private parking space available, 5 years no increase rent base.

Address. 217 prospect St. Bellingham, Right next to BBibnd Company.

Please contact us 364-8127, Attention: Jung or Erin at Attorney Matthew W. Peach's law office}

Two offices for rent in high visibility executive suites office building next to the post office on Prg

ing for clients. Permitted parking is available for tena@ne office is 152 sq feet for $550 per
month. The other office is 208 sq feet for $775 per month. The monthly rental amount includes
electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet acGadbkKatti Esp at (360) 7153100

pect Street and across the street from the courthouse antejagnt will have shared use of two con-
ference rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet clidmtse offices have their own individual
thermostats to control heat and air conditionifggnage is available for business name and free pa
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Wh at are YOU doind on the Court C

How ABOUT...

TACOS, TEXAS MUSIC AND DANCIN"!
YOU'RE INVITED!H

You are invited to Eat, Drink (responsibly), and be Merry with the LOST HIGHWAY BAND at the FESTIVAL OF TACOS
AND TEXAS MUSIC and DANCIN", FRIDAY, October 7, 2011 at the American Legion.

It's time to celebrate another Court Closure Day with a good dose of Texas-Style Country Music & Dancin' plus an all-you -
can-eat-taco feed . It all happens at the Bellingham American Legion Post #7, 1688 W. Bakerview Road, out by the airport, next to
the Mykonos Greek restaurant. The food starts at 5:00 p.m., and it's darn good and priced right (all-you -can-eat for $7.00). The
music don't cost extra (and it's worth it, too).

Please extend this invitation to your entire staff as well!

Join Johnny Waco (who bears a striking resemblance to Judge Ira Uhrig ), Rattlesnake Ron Hardesty , and the usual
group of thugs and ruffians who comprise the Lost Highway Band as they play some of the best Texas Dance Music within several
square milesofhere. The music starts at 7: 00 pm athrdwed dud-ythely'e bderekaqwn tg play n
for upwards of three and a half hours without even taking a break. Sometimes they even have special musical guests, depending if
they can work it out with said guest's Bail Bondsmen.

They're gonna do their usual variety of Texas Outlaw Honky-Tonk Music. If you like the music of Willie Nelson, Waylon
Jennings, Merle Haggard, Hank Williams, Bob Wills & the Texas Playboys, and even Johnny Cash, then we know you're gonna like
what you hear. As they do every month, the Lost Highway Band will transform the Bellingham Legion into a Texas Danchall. Think
about it...where else can you go around here to hear some Texas music that you can Two-step to, or Waltz till the cows come
home.

Everyone is welcome...you DON'T have to be a Legion member and KIDS OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME so you can
bring the whole family -- THIS EVENT IS FAMILY FRIENDLY (except there's a lot of songs about drinkin' and cheatin' and heart-
breakin' and such).

If you think about it, tell the guy at the door that you are a guest of Johnny Waco or Rattlesnake Ron . You don't have
to do that, but it is slightly helpful if you do (and that gives you full access to use the bar for both soft drinks and adult beverages
after the kitchen closes at 7:00). And if you aren't a Legion member and if you want to join either the Legion (for Veterans) or the
Sons of the Legion (for descendants of Veterans), now would be the perfect time. The American Legion helps Veterans and their
families. That in itself is reason enough to join!

This year marks the 175th Anniversary of Texas Independence! Come help celebrate. We'll party
like it's 1836! Come on out to Post #7, "Where Old Friends Meet New Friends"!

[am]
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