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Musings of the New Bar President 
 
I am proud of our profession and of this Bar Association in particular. As a 

consequence, I am honored to serve as your president in 2013. 

 

 When I was a law student, in the “olden days” (the 1970s), I had the good 

fortune of taking a jurisprudence class from a professor visiting from South Africa. 

After struggling for decades against apartheid, he had become a great admirer of the 

American legal system and American lawyers. Two of his insights in particular 

stuck with me. 

 

 The first observation related to benefits we derive from judicial review. The practice is not recognized 

in many nations, and even where employed, judicial review is often dramatically more limited in its applica-

tion than in the United States. In my professor’s view, if South Africa had adopted judicial review, apartheid 

would have ended long before the mid-1970s, when we were having this discussion. While we may all disa-

gree with certain Supreme Court rulings striking down legislation as unconstitutional, the fact remains that we 

have the privilege of practicing law within a system that affords the opportunity to vindicate important rights 

and establish new legal principles. 

 

 The second insight related to the educational requirements for becoming a member of the bar. I was not 

aware that the United States is unusual in requiring undergraduate degrees as a prerequisite for entering law 

school (or internship). This background in critical, interdisciplinary thinking, in his view, assisted in elevating 

the practice of law to a profession, rather than a trade. These discussions helped me recognize that U.S. legal 

institutions and culture that affords the opportunity to make a significant contribution to vindicating rights and 

making new laws, while at the same time, assisting clients with some of their more intractable problems. 

 

 Certainly, the practice of law can easily devolve into an insufferable grind, filled with mundane tasks 

and annoyances. Despite all of that, I believe it is important to remember what motivated each of us to become 

lawyers in the first place. A cynical view, I think held more by the public than by attorneys, is that the lure of 

money was the primary motivation. I don’t buy that. Among other things, there are easier ways to make a liv-

ing. Rather, I think most of us became lawyers out of a desire to make a difference and meaningfully contribu-

tion to how we relate to one another and to our community.  

 

 I believe that is particularly true of this Bar. Most of us, if not all of us, came here to practice law for 

reasons other than the lure of big money. In fact, most of us have been willing to give-up significant lifetime 

income to live and practice here. We came here for the quality of life and opportunity to be a part of, and con-

tribute to, an extraordinary community. 

 

 There are many expressions of that quality. One is the general willingness of attorneys to respond to 

inquiries from fellow bar members seeking input on thorny legal or ethical issues without injecting competi-

tiveness. Another is, of course, the enormous generosity of this Bar in providing pro bono services to and sup-

port for LAW Advocates. As many of you know, approximately 50% of Whatcom County attorneys annually 

provide approximately 5,000 hours in pro bono service through LAW Advocates, which translated to over 

$800,000 worth of legal services. We also have won the Rainier Cup in each of the two years of its existence, 

based having the highest percentage contribution to the Campaign for Equal Justice of any county in the State. 

 

The President’s Column 
  By Jim Britain, WCBA President 2013 
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 Despite all of this, I remain dissatisfied that the public perception of the bar and attorneys does not 

match who I believe we are and what we contribute. I was surprised that the on-line comments to a guest col-

umn I co-authored for publication in the Bellingham Herald last spring, supporting increased funding for the 

courts, uniformly derided the article as an effort by greedy lawyers to line their own pockets. And then, of 

course, there is everyone’s favorite—the lawyer joke. I tend to smile politely when treated to one of these de-

lights, but I hate them! I am particularly galled because they illuminate the extent to which who we are and 

what we contribute is not properly known and appreciated. 

 

 That brings me to one of my goals for this year—enhancing the public’s image of lawyers generally and 

the WSBA in particular. As a LAW Advocates Board member, I am aware that the organization and the great 

work it performs are not well-known in the community. If I mention the organization outside of the attorney 

community, I generally have to explain what LAW Advocates is and what it does. When I do that, people are 

often impressed and sometimes even moved and inspired. The LAW Advocates Board is working on expanding 

the public awareness of its work through a marketing/outreach committee. One of its goals is for LAW Advo-

cates to be as well-known as such pillars of the community as the Mt. Baker Theatre, the Pickford Cinema and 

the Boys and Girls Club. Beyond that, as individual lawyers, we could educate our non-attorney friends and 

family members about the generous contributions of time and money by local attorneys to expand access to jus-

tice in our community. I welcome other ideas and proposals for advancing this goal. 

 

 An additional goal is expanding WCBA membership. For a number of years, while I maintained my 

membership, I infrequently attended monthly meetings, mostly corresponding to meetings that preceded CLE’s 

for which I was registered. I started to regularly attend the meetings about four years ago and gained a renewed 

appreciation for the value that the WCBA and its monthly meetings provide. The meetings kept me informed 

about the various activities of the Bar and expanded my relationships with other area lawyers. As a result, I had 

an opportunity to make a contribution by volunteering for the committee addressing financial issues confront-

ing the Superior Court. For me, WCBA membership is a “no-brainer”. 

 

Given the recent statistics, however, that is not true across the board. Bar membership has declined from 

199 in 2009 to 157 in 2012. The 2012 and 2013 officers are considering actions that might increase member-

ship, such as directly contacting attorneys who are not members and building on the discount for local CLE by 

seeking arrangements for discounts with some local businesses. Those of you who, like me, value membership 

could also assist in this effort by simply talking to colleagues who are not current members about the benefits of 

membership. I encourage additional suggestions or comments that might enhance this effort. 

 

 We also plan to continue work on initiates begun in 2012. The first of these is addressing certain poten-

tial amendments to our by-laws. The existing by-laws contain ambiguous provisions for officer elections that 

should be clarified. In addition, the officers believe it would be useful to institutionalize the past president as an 

officer to provide perspective to the executive committee. Other proposed changes may come out of these dis-

cussions. The by-laws committee was appointed by Deborra Garrett, and we will get to work early in 2013. 

 

 Finally, the 2012 officers announced that a committee will be formed to look into whether to WCBA 

should engage in evaluations of judicial candidates, and if so, will establishthose procedures well in advance of 

the next election cycle. I will be forming that committee early in 2013 with a goal of making a proposal by the 

end of 2013. 

 

 I look forward to working with you in 2013. Please feel free to contact me with any comments, concerns 

or suggestions you may have. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

 

JUDICIAL RETIREMENT DINNER 

 
 On January 17, 2012 the Whatcom County Bar Association will be hosting 

our traditional judicial retirement dinner / celebration for Judge Steve Mura.  

Please be sure to put the date on your calendar. 

 

 The Bar Association will be sending out RSVP invitations soon via 4th Cor-

ner.  It will be a fun evening of entertainment and memories.  
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “My Not So Frightening Nightmare”
 

 Subtitle:  “Vesting a Contingent Future Interest in Thanks to the Whatcom Bar Association” 
 

 I am not the type of person who often has nightmares, much less dreams that I recall.  I do 

my best each night, to read some kind of trashy novel until I pass out, the book falling on my face 

repeatedly before succumbing.  I usually wake up the next day with no recollection of dreams.  IF I 

do dream, reality usually plays little part, and certainly not work.  There have been one or two ex-

ceptions to this rule, when I was 17, I remember dreaming and solving a particularly vexing phys-

ics problem; when I was 23, I remember coming up with an idea for my thesis papers in graduate 

school; and once or twice since I was 30 have I come up with some middling legal arguments in 

my sleep.  So having a dream, much less one based in reality, much less one that is nightmarish, 

much less one that is somewhat nightmarish is an extreme oddity. 

 

 The week I had in mid-December was already quite disturbing– I had experienced TWO 

very daunting nightmares on subsequent nights, and much like Scrooge, having been haunted by 

past and present, I was now waiting for a ghost of the future to disturb my sleep on the next night.  

Actually, I wasn’t anticipating another nightmare at all, but it sounds dramatic in retrospect, n'est-

ce pas? 

 

 In my dream, I was an attorney in Whatcom County.  In fact, I was myself, but in the future, 

perhaps in the late 2020s.  I went about life as I do now, and many members of the Whatcom bar 

were in my dream.  Life was, as it is now, but with one major difference– I was filled with a feeling 

of great dread and anxiety, for I had acquired an unimaginable obligation!  I had somehow become 

the father of a pre-teen girl, whose mother had passed away at some point distant to the start of my 

dream.  There was a sense of loss in my dream, but moreover there was a sense of all consuming 

worry about whether I was raising my daughter correctly while trying to practice law.  It is difficult 

to describe how I felt some raw terror, because there was certainly some other things amiss with 

this dream-setting, for I had no extended family to call upon to help me, which could only mean 

additional pre-dream tragedy. 

 

 My fixation in this dream, was not just “how can I raise a child on my own?,” but perhaps 

archaically “how can I, who had no sisters and apparently don’t have a mother anymore, raise a 

young girl on the edge of womanhood?”  Am I an appropriate role-model for a young girl?  I would 

assume I am okay, but how do I know?  Maybe there are fundamental differences in the genders, 

that my progressive enlightenment-era thinking has overlooked or downplayed!  How do you buy a 

bra for a girl?  How do you prepare your child for all the number of things you never went through 

yourself?  Also, my real-life belief and my belief in my dream was that teenage children of any 

form, might turn into unholy terrors at any moment! 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 As this feeling of frenzied panic began to build up in my dream, it suddenly and very rap-

idly dissipated… for in my dream, I realized, “What is there to worry about?  I have my entire 

bar association at my back!” Then in my dream, I recall sending my daughter off happily with 

Betsy Brinson and Simi Jain.  Then, more and more lawyers appeared in my dream, Dave Nel-

son, Lisa Keeler, Andy Peach, Mike Heatherly, Patricia Woodall and so on and so forth, faster 

and faster... all there to keep an eye out and provide mentorship and guardianship over my sus-

pect parenting!   

  

 What began as a nightmare had transformed itself into a feeling of intense bliss and securi-

ty, and while I awoke with a start and my heart pounding, I had a grin on my face.  A grin on my 

face for the sheer absurdity of my dream (worrying about a child that does not exist!), and for re-

alizing how “at home” and secure I feel with the Whatcom Bar.  It is a good thing to find people 

you genuinely like, trust and respect, for that is everything that makes a home, as opposed to just 

a place one lives.  If my dream was meant to tell me anything it is that I must be home… um, or 

that I am my own daughter!  Either way, my thanks in advance, when I call you 15 years from 

now. 

 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!  ~R! 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Poetry Corner:   Charles Baudelaire 
As selected by Rajeev 

  
  I typed “French Poetry” into Google and I got an ad querying whether I was depressed!  I 

then tried looking at some French love poems, and found myself depressed.  True story, ha ha.   

 Instead, in trying to break into the Gaul’s world of verse, I thought it would only be natu-

ral to pay compliment to the man who brought the poetry from our own macabre scion, Poe, 

whom Charles Baudelaire translated for and introduced to France in French (Le Corbeau instead 

of The Raven anyone?).   

 Baudelaire (b.1821 - d.1867) studied law at the Lycée Louis-le-Grand in Paris, and began 

to run up debts, mostly for clothes.  Baudelaire regularly implored his mother for money throughout his school life and later 

his career, often promising that a lucrative publishing contract or journalistic commission was just around the corner.  In law 

school he began to frequent prostitutes and contracted the syphilis that would plague him for the rest of his life until he suc-

cumbed to it.  Upon graduating from law school in 1839, he told his brother "I don't feel I have a vocation for anything."  How 

true.  After his step-father sent him on a voyage to Calcutta in 1841 in the hope of ending his dissolute habits, he returned to 

the taverns of his college years where he began to compose poetry full time.  His family obtained a decree to place his inher-

itance property in trust, which he resented bitterly, at one point arguing that allowing him to fail alone financially would have 

been the one sure way of teaching him the value of maintaining well-ordered finances.  He became known in artistic circles as 

a dandy and free-spender.  Despite his success in life, he often moved from one lodging to another to escape creditors. . .  

 Baudelaire’s life spanned the tumultuous and blood soaked first half of the 19th century of revolutionary France, and 

became immensely influential over the poetry and literature of the fin de siècle.  The fin de siècle means end of the century in 

French, but specifically refers to the arts and philosophies of the late 1800s in Europe.  The major political theme of the era 

was that of revolt against materialism, rationalism, positivism, bourgeois society and liberal democracy, while arguing that 

civilization was in a crisis that required a massive and total solution.  The themes of fin de siècle were very controversial in 

their own time and have been cited as a major influence on fascism.  Baudelaire and his followers’ literary works were often 

characterized as "decadent" for their lurid content or moral vision.  Baudelaire intensified the naturalist tendency to see life 

without illusions and to dwell on its more depressing and sordid aspects, but with profoundly romantic elements derived from 

the Byronic myth of the anti-hero.  Basically, the glorification of that angry teenager who knows he knows better than socie-

ty… much like Baudelaire himself: 

The Rebel 

An angry Angel plunges out of the sky, 

grips the sinner's hair and shakes him hard, 

shouting: "Hear and obey, it is the law! 

I am your Guardian Angel. Do my will! 

 

Learn that you must love, with all your heart, 

the poor in body and spirit, the low, the lost, 

so that your charity may spread for Christ 

a proper carpet when He walks the earth. 

 

Such is true love! Before your heart goes numb, 

let the glory of God awaken it to joy, 

for that alone among your pleasure lasts!" 

 

And the Angel, punishing to prove his love, 

torments his victim with his giant fists; 

but still the damned soul answers: "I will not!" 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Baudelaire_crop.jpg
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120 Prospect Street classic building now available 

for lease or owner occupancy.  

 

Flex office use of reception-conference room facili-

ties is an affordable option.  

Main floor foyer and well-appointed office suite on 

the street level with 3-4 additional office units on 

Second floor. Ideal location 2 blocks from Belling-

ham court house.  

 

Priced to sell at $768,000 

Contact Leigh Freeman 778-233-8888 

Windermere Real Estate – Skagit Valley 

Legal Transcription Service 

Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C. 

Fast * Accurate * Reliable 

Serving Whatcom County’s legal community since 2004. 

 
Let us transcribe your documents.  24 hour turn-around, $5.50 per page.  Pick-

up and delivery service in Bellingham.  Receive your drafts on disk or by email for 

easy changes!  Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews, 

GAL reports . . . you name it!  Resume and references available upon request. 

We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files. 

Express Legal Transcription, 

L.L.C. 

Sue Fox-Golombek  

Phone: (360) 734-7920 

             (360) 739-6707 

Fax:      (360) 734-7920 

express@openaccess.org 
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WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
MONTHLY MEETING 

DECEMBER 5, 2012 

 
I. Call to Order:  Vice-President Jim Britain called the meeting to order at 12:20p.m. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests and New Members:  VP Britain recognized and welcomed the follow-
ing members of the Judiciary present:  Commissioners Simmers, Henley, Verge and Smiley. 
 
III. Approval of November 2012 Minutes:  The November 2012 Minutes were approved subject to corrections. 
 

IV. Law Advocates Report:  Terra Nevitt gave the Law Advocates Report.  Please sign up for clinics next year!  The 
pro bono prize went to Tom Stuen, a $30 gift certificate to Scotty Browns. 
 
V. Committee Reports; Announcements: 
 

Treasurer Report:  Treasurer Erin Crisman Glass gave the December Treasurer’s Report for the period November 
1 through 30, 2012.  Deposits for the period were $4,191.19.  Expenses for the period were $2,446.78.  The 
checking account balance is $24,507.42.  The end of period balance is $39,663.47, which includes $100.00 in Pet-
ty Cash and $15,056.05 in an operational reserves CD.   
B. 2013 Budget.  Treasurer Crisman Glass presented the 2013 Budget.   
C. 2013 Officers:  Secretary Willner presented the slate of officers for 2013:  Jim Britain President, Paula 
McCandlis Vice-President, Dennis Archer, Treasurer and Bryan Lane, Secretary.  A motion was made and se-
conded, and the slate of 2013 officers was unanimously approved.  A big thank you to these volunteers. 
D. Association Archive Project.  Please submit written materials to Barron Smith Daugert and send electronic 
materials to Jennifer Willner.  
E. Dinner Honoring Judge Steven Mura.  A dinner honoring the judicial service of Steve Mura will be held on 
January 17, 2013, 5:30pm at the Bellingham Country Club.  An invitation will go out to everyone.  The cost is $40 
per person for dinner.  Dave Nelson is organizing the event. 
F. Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  Jaima Burns gave the report.  The YWCA 
clothing drive was a big success. 
G. Law Library Board:  No report. 

  H. BOG Report:  Governor Buri provided the BOG report.  The limited license legal technician rule is going 
into effect.  February is last of home grown bar exam.  Uniform bar exam adopted.  San Juan County next up to 
select a BOG rep. 

I. CLE Committee.  Marijuana, adultery, mendacity, abortion.  All these exciting subjects and more will be discussed 
at the CLE on Ethics, following the bar luncheon.   

J. Announcement:  Brett & Murphy is hosting a Christmas party on December 20 from 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. at their offic-
es.  Drinks, apps and Santa will be there.  Everyone is invited and children are welcome.  Please come! 

K. Announcement:  Deborra Garrett will be sworn in on the Superior Court bench on January 11, 2013 at 3pm in the 
Council chambers, followed by a reception.   

 
VI. Old business:  None. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  VP Britain concluded the business meeting at 12:45 and introduced Lydia Bennett, Director of Facili-
ties of the Port of Bellingham as the luncheon speaker. 
 
 
The December 5, 2012 Minutes of the Whatcom County Bar Association were prepared by: 
 

 
______________________  
Jennifer Willner, WCBA Secretary 
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