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ELMO BLUES. 
 
 At the last bar meeting a motion was made 

by Judge Garrett to purchase an ELMO for the 

Courts that will be available for all to use in trial.  

The overhead projector, circa 1950, that was previ-

ously employed had apparently died in the middle of a trial. The motion was 

tabled for further research and investigation. 

 

 Many of you may be wondering what is an ELMO? This image to the 

left was of course my first thought.   

 

 Turns out that an ELMO is a document camera or document projec-

tion system.  ELMO stands for Electric Light Magnifying Object.  Here is a 

link to the original Website in Japan: http://www.elmo.co.jp/profile/

yurai.html  

 

 You may now be asking yourself what is the difference?  

 

 The original projector relied on transparencies, and the ELMO will 

project any item you place in front of the camera lens.  There are many variations of ELMO and of 

course the prices differ dramatically.  My suggestion would be to NOT purchase a Mitsubishi Electric 

Data XD205/SD205.  I say this from a recent trial experience I had with this device.  Here is what 

happened: 

 

 Prior to trial, the ELMO was set up in our conference room to 

confirm that everything worked.  After the first day of trial, we again 

set up the ELMO to make sure it worked in our courtroom.  The trial 

occurred in Snohomish County Superior Court so we had no idea what 

the sound, lighting, and electrical outlet situation would entail.  After 

plugging everything in – nothing happened, NOTHING!  We needed 

to display exhibits and play a video the next day.  The clerk could not 

stay any later so we packed up everything, brought it back to Belling-

ham, and tried to make it work in our conference room again. 

 

 After a full-day of trial with lots to prepare and work on, getting home and sleeping was a pri-

ority.  This machine almost pushed me to the breaking point.  Have you watched the movie Office 

Space?  There is a scene where the employees take out their frustration on a printer.  I had similar 

ELMO murder fantasies!  Here is the scene:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLk-3HPS12Q  

The President’s Column 
  By Paula McCandlis, WCBA President 2014 

http://www.elmo.co.jp/profile/yurai.html
http://www.elmo.co.jp/profile/yurai.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLk-3HPS12Q
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=W9oTqux2YhXHEM&tbnid=j0_sVpa3VtGifM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thestrong.org/online-collections/nmop/2/9/109.16980&ei=hhwOU9PoGYmEoQSQyoGYAQ&bvm=bv.61965928,d.cGU&psig=AFQj
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 After trying every possible cord combination – 

I finally discovered the secret blue cord - yellow 

cord combination.  I took the photo to the right so 

that I could recreate the magic in Court. 

 

 I fear that any ELMO we purchase will require 

an advanced degree to operate.  Another idea is that 

only a select few, such as the judicial assistants, can 

all be trained and designated as ELMO qualified.  

 

The final day of trial, tragedy struck – ELMO broke!   

 

 Obviously, these are fragile machines that 

must be handled carefully. It is unknown how this 

occurred since the carry case is padded and the 

ELMO had travelled very little during the trial.  Thankfully, we had a resourceful paralegal on 

hand to venture onto the streets of Everett and find a solution.  DUCT TAPE!!! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Yes indeed, this is not just any duct tape. This is Duck Dynasty duct tape.  It was the only 

tape available.  Worked perfectly: 

 

At this point my office is looking to 

replace this ELMO with a more reli-

able and sturdier version.  We will 

gladly donate this to the Courthouse 

if it meets with the WCBA approval.  

If not, I will continue to research our 

ELMO choices.      

(Continued from page 2) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT— NOTICE 

Civil Motions calendars before Judge Garrett will not be conducted on May 23, May 30, June 6 or June 13.  A civil motions 
calendar will occur on Wednesday, May 21, at 1:30; motions for that calendar should be filed, noted and confirmed within 
the deadlines established in WCCR 77.2 (c) and (d).  
 

Please note that the most current information about court scheduling, motions calendars and judges’ schedules can be 
found on the “Calendars” page of the Superior Court’s website.  Attorneys who are noting or anticipating hearings and 
trials should consult the website for current scheduling information.    

Furnished Bay-view Office for Rent in Bellingham— $925/mo with free parking 
Quiet, private building only 6 blocks from courthouse.  Long-established law firm in building making 
changes due to retirement of a partner. Rent includes reception, telephone answering, use of con-
ference room, high speed internet, all utilities, and use of kitchen, copier (15¢ per page) and fax 
machine (LD phone charges only). Bookkeeping and secretarial services available as needed for ex-
tra charge. Parking lot for clients and free onstreet parking for you. Office available January 1, 2014.   
Please call 647-0234 for more information or to set up appointment to view office. 

Two offices for rent in Executive Suites on Prospect. Tenant will have shared use of two conference 

rooms, receptionist to answer phones and greet clients.  These two offices have their own individual 

thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free park-

ing for clients. Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq. feet for $600.00 per 

month.  The other office is 216 sq. feet for $800.00 per month.   The monthly rental amount includes 

heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access.  Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100.  
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 “Empirical Correctness: It is all good.” 

 Subtitle:  It has never been so good, and it will get even better. 

 Subtitle #2:  FREEDOM!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 Sometimes, I run into people and they express to me that the 

world is a terrible place about to come crashing down on our heads.  Many of these people, of course, 

are distressed clients who are in a very specific time/place where their life is in fact in a relatively bad 

place.  I can understand that perspective.  What I have difficulty with, is people who generally hold the 

opinion at all times… that we are living in some kind of tarnished and dark era wherein the human 

condition and the world/country/society has never been so bad. 

 

 Sometimes, I can disagree with people 

and agree to disagree, but this is an issue 

where I am compelled to resolutely say that 

“you” are wrong.  Not only are you wrong, but 

you are so wrong that it demonstrates a pro-

found lack of historical knowledge; a profound 

lack of awareness about the facts of reality; a 

mind-blowingly stunning lack of appreciation 

for the context of your times; and a myopic ap-

preciation of the fact that you live in a society 

and within a system of government that is so 

well balanced by competing interests and insti-

tutions that literally billions of people would 

give everything they have just to experience 

your daily problems.  You could be right, that the world is an awful place full of evil due the existence 

of Abrahamic sin or the persistence of Dharmic suffering, but the world as a whole has never been bet-

ter.  So, lamentations about the fallen nature of “today” are particularly grating to my brain. 

 

 The things I am about to say go for the world in general, but are magnified even more for our 

specific lives here in the USA.  Never before today’s date:  

1. Has there been so little war or even threat of war, State sanctioned violence or mob rule (I’ll 

come back to this in a minute);  

2. Has there been so little threat of widespread disease, hunger or extremely high mortality rates 

(infant or adult);  

3. Has there been so little crime (violent or otherwise) or so great the extension of the rule of 

law, transparency and due process;  

4. Has there ever been such wide-spread levels of literacy, access to education and the free flow 

of ideas, most at a cost of $0.00 which is something our ancestors could not even grasp the 

concept of; 

5. Has there been the economic freedom, luxury, free time and wealth for so many people to 

participate in civil society beyond family or job, instead of working eighteen hours a day just 
(Continued on page 6) 
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to pass out for six; 

6. Have so many had the ability and freedom to travel further than 2 miles from where they 

were born; 

7. Has there been as much personal and political liberty achieved for so many to securely pursue 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

 

That is not say our world does not confront new problems that the past has not, primarily the rampant 

environmental devastation (I put this in red so you know how much this angers me!) which threatens 

ourselves and grandchildren, but otherwise the very condition of the world and the participation in that 

world for almost every human has improved by incalculable bounds and incalculable ways… and not 

just over the last 5,000, 500, or 100 years, but even in our own lifetimes. 

 

 Never before today’s date:  
1. Have so many had resources to spend on things beyond bread and shelter;  

2. Have so many had to worry about the dents in their fenders or the new generation’s choice of 

music, rather than worrying about widespread looting and rape;  

3. Have so many had to choose between Disneyland and Disneyworld;  

4. Have so many had to wrestle with the choice between buying red underwear or blue under-

wear, or pick between Coke and Pepsi; 

5. Have so many given their surplus resources so freely to help others; 

6. Have so many been able to live together in peace; 

7. Have so many been able to have conflict resolved without violence; and 

8. Have so many come together to accomplish feats that any single human (or invisible market 

forces) could achieve– like going to the moon, the preservation of wilderness or rescuing 

thousands from natural disasters. 

 

Everyone has problems, day to day- I’ve been divorced, it was extremely unpleasant and traumatic; I 

run a business, it can be extremely unpleasant and traumatic.  Every country has its issues- I don’t want 

a drone to come and warrantless-ly (or secretly warranted) blow me up; I don’t want a police officer to 

stop and frisk me based on the color of my skin.  The world has its issues– I read every day (if I 

choose) about famine, war, libertarian playgrounds (Somalia, Yemen, etc.), religious oppression, state 

oppression, racism and nationalism.  On the whole, however, the world/society we live in has never 

given us less empirical reason to see the glass as half empty.  In fact, assuming we learn anything from 

history, it is that the world will continue to get better. 

 

 I am not known for petty nationalism, but we can attribute many of the positive changes in the 

world to not only increased personal and political liberty, but directly to the role that the U.S.A. has 

played in spreading those Enlightenment values to the world, both by action and example.  We have 

had our failures: we aborted our revolutionary ideals early in exchange for peace and have failed to 

consistently export our revolution,1 but from time to time, our society has temporarily sacrificed its 

own stake in the freedom from war, hunger and want, to advance the cause of liberty– a noble thing.2 

 

 Ultimately, when the rights of one person are infringed upon, each and every one of our rights 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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are infringed upon though we may not be in the situation at the 

time. 

 

 If there is a threat to the world’s progress today, or more 

likely a threat to the rate of growth of progress, it is those to-

talitarian institutions, primarily States and Religions, that seek 

to restrict the movement of people, ideas, culture and infor-

mation.  Those who seek to control our access to information, 

are already preparing to be our masters.  Throughout history, nations that suppress public discourse 

almost always slide into an uncontrolled despotism that threatens not only its own people, but also the 

people of the world in general.  This is something worthy of complaining about and this is something 

that is worth taking action about, collectively. 

 

 Our world is an amazing place that is only getting better… on average… if you want some-

thing to complain about or want to take action where it counts, we have to look at the low-spots.  

Those lowest spots are not here– you have to look at the very places sacrifice would be required to 

take action: totalitarian states such as Russia, N. Korea and China, et al. and the institutions that seek 

to bind any state to any religion or party— these groups view themselves as your master and the mas-

ter of all other people– they do not have an interest in humanity’s freedom, they do not have an inter-

est in humanity’s access to safety, and they do not have 

an interest in humanity’s access to any personal 

choice—in fact they hold completely divergent inter-

ests, that (If you can tear yourself away from the latest 

episode of Dancing with the Stars, the Winter Olympics 

or Breaking Bad 3 ) should be something you concern 

yourself with as it is something worth complaining 

about and indeed, something worth sacrificing some of 

our luxury to contend with so that our grandchildren 

may know maximal freedom wherever they tread on 

this Earth. 

 

 May the Ukrainian people, with our support, reclaim their country and freedoms, and may Mr. 

Putin’s plans to exert his totalitarian grip over an even greater part of the world falter soon.    ~R! 

 
 

Endnotes 

1– Sorry northern colonies now called Canada, British Virgin Islands and the Malvinas, someday we will free you from 
the Hereditary Monarch. 
2– At least from a Hindu perspective, perhaps it is the opposite of noble in a “turn the other cheek” and forgiveness 
model of personal obligation. 
3– Yeah, yeah, yeah, I know these shows are over, I can’t keep up with what’s hip these days… *grumble grumble* 
These damn kids and their hip-hop music and lack of manners… don’t even understand the tv they watch… I saw this 
show that seemed to consist of a sponge living under the sea with a starfish in sin!  Another, had a angry guy telling 
me the President was Russian agent from Kenya.  Another show had some kids unsupervised time-traveling and 
messing with history… think of the consequences if kids think there are no consequences to time-travel!  Is a left be-
hind Dora-the Explorer lunchbox the cause of the 100 Year War?   THIS is something worth complaining about! 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Civil Procedure Corner:  Costs of Previously Dismissed 
Actions  
By Bryan L. Page * 

 Back in January 2014, I wrote about the ramifications of a plaintiff voluntari-

ly dismissing a case twice.1 A corollary rule exists about recovering costs when the 

plaintiff dismisses a case and then files it again a second time.  

 

The rule is found in Civil Rule 41(d) and provides as follows:  

If a plaintiff who has once dismissed an action in any court commences an 

action based upon or including the same claim against the same defendant, 

the court may make such order for the payment of taxable costs of the action 

previously dismissed as it may deem proper and may stay the proceedings in 

the action until the plaintiff has complied with the order. 2 

An almost identical rule exists in federal courts.3 These rules are meant to prevent vexatious litigation and also 

to prevent forum shopping, especially where plaintiffs suffer a setback in one case and dismiss their case to try 

their luck elsewhere. 4 It appears the rule is used sparingly, as there are only a few appellate decisions in Wash-

ington involving CR 41(d) that provide guidance on how the rule is applied.  

 

Regarding what costs are recoverable, the rule does not only allow for just those costs specifically allowed by 

statute in RCW 4.84.010. 5 Instead, the rule gives the trial court discretion to award costs “as it may deem prop-

er,” which may include costs not specifically identified in RCW 4.84.010. 6 But in Washington, attorney fees 

may not be awardable as costs, as one state appellate decision has held that attorney fees are not awardable as 

costs under the rule. 7 In contrast, federal courts are split as to whether attorney fees are awardable as costs un-

der this rule. 8 But the Ninth Circuit has not addressed this issue. 9 

 

Federal courts impose other limits on the costs that may be awarded under this rule as well. For example, some 

courts hold that costs can only be awarded for work that cannot be reused in the second action. 10 Also, courts 

may decline to award costs in situations where the plaintiff is financially unable to pay them. 11 Courts may also 

decline to award costs when the plaintiff has a good reason for the first dismissal. 12 

 

Regarding the stay allowed by the rule, a court is not required to impose a stay. 13 The rule simply gives the trial 

court the option of imposing a stay until the plaintiff has complied with the order awarding costs. 14 The trial 

court could decide that the costs be paid immediately by the plaintiff. 15 

 

The rule is good to keep in the back of your mind whether representing plaintiffs or defendants. Plaintiffs need 

to be wary that costs might be imposed against them if they voluntarily dismiss their case and then file it again 

later. Defendants should think about requesting costs in a second action in an effort to recoup some expenses or 

to obtain a stay of the second action until costs are paid.  
 
*  Bryan Page is a shareholder at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate litigation in state 

and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate disputes.  He can be reached at 

(360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

Endnotes 

1. See Bryan L. Page, Civil Procedure Corner: The Two Dismissal Rule, Whatcom County Bar Journal, Jan. 2014, at 8–9.  

2. CR 41(d).  

(Continued on page 9) 
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3. Fed. R. Civ. P. 41(d). 

4. Rogers v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., 230 F.3d 868, 874 (6th Cir. 2000).  

5. Johnson v. Horizon Fisheries, LLC, 148 Wn. App. 628, 634, 201 P.3d 346 (2009). 

6. Id. 

7. Hall v. Stolte, 24 Wn. App. 423, 426, 601 P.2d 967 (1979). 

8. See Rogers, 230 F.3d at 874 (rule does not allow for attorney fees); Esposito v. Piatrowski, 223 F.3d 497, 500 (7th Cir. 2000) (party may 

recover attorney fees as costs only where the underlying statute defines costs to include attorney fees); Oteng v. Golden Star Res., Ltd., 615 

F. Supp. 2d 1228, 1240 (D. Colo. 2009) (noting split of authority and stating the majority of courts find attorney fees are available under the 

rule). 

9. Esquivel v. Arau, 913 F. Supp. 1382, 1389 (C.D. Cal. 1996).  

10. Id. at 1388.  

11. Adams v. N.Y. State Educ. Dep’t, 630 F. Supp. 2d 333, 344 (S.D.N.Y. 2009). 

12. Id. 

13. Johnson v. Horizon Fisheries, LLC, 148 Wn. App. 628, 637, 201 P.3d 346 (2009). 

14. Id. 

15. Id. 

 
 

(Continued from page 8) 
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ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
By Scott Railton                             Cascadia Cross-Border Law                srailton@americanlaw.com 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301                       Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                            www.cascadia.com 

 

Save the Date:  Crimmigration 101 CLE on April 4th at the Silver Reef Conference Room 

 Cascadia Cross-Border Law will be hosting a CLE entitled Crimmigration 101 at the Silver Reef Casino 

on Friday April 4th.  The CLE will be for the criminal defense bar and the immigration bar. 

 Topics covered during the full day CLE will include 

Derivative Citizenship and Jay Treaty Solutions (Greg Boos) 

Immigration and Criminality Fundamentals (Robert Pauw) 

Crimmigration Update: Negotiating & Crafting Noncitizen Pleas in Light of Recent Landmark 

U.S. Supreme Court Decisions (Ann Benson) 

ICE Detainer Policy Updates (King County Ordinance) 

Post-Conviction Relief 

The Border, Waivers, and Marijuana (Scott Railton) 

Criminal Inadmissibility to Canada (Rudolf Kischer) 

Ethics Panel: Ineffective Assistance of Counsel (Hilary Boyd/Devin Theriot-Orr) 

 Some of the final details are pending, but brochures and signup information will soon be circulated to the 

Whatcom Bar.  This may outpace the newsletter, but I wanted to get the word out, just in case.. 

 Registration will be available online at www.cascadia.com.  CLE credits are pending.  The anticipated 

price of the CLE will be $99, with lunch included.  Members of the Washington Defender Association will get a 

break in the cost. The Silver Reef has a great conference room, and this is a top-notch group of speakers on each 

topic. For those with an interest, this should be a very good education opportunity.  A portion of any proceeds 

will be donated to the Washington Defender Association. 

 

Washington State Passes State Version of DREAM Act.   
 The Washington State Legislature passed its state version of a DREAM Act this week, which is intended 

to create opportunity for undocumented students through the increased availability of state-based need grants. 

This was the first major bipartisan bill to pass the state legislature this year. The bill will be signed into law by 

Governor Inslee, who stated via Twitter that he is “Proud to give fair access and financial support to aspiring 

Washington students.” The passage of the bill has been more than 6 years in the making. 

 

The bill expands the availability of state need grants to: 

• Any person who has completed the full senior year of high school and obtained a high school diploma, ei-

ther at a Washington State public high school or an approved private high school, or a person who has received 

the equivalent of a diploma; 

• Who has lived in Washington State for at least three years immediately before receiving the diploma or its 

equivalent; 

• Who has continuously lived in Washington State after receiving the diploma or its equivalent and until such 

time as the individual is admitted to an eligible institution of higher education and has been granted deferred ac-

tion for childhood arrival status (DACA) pursuant to federal rules. 

 

The act itself says that is it to be known and cited as the Real Hope Act, and includes an appropriation of $5 

million.  The concept behind the law is that hardworking students should be provided with opportunity, which is 

good for all. More than 15 states have now passed similar variations of their own DREAM act. Meanwhile, the 

wait continues for Congress to pass a National DREAM Act. 
 

mailto:srailton@americanlaw.com
http://www.cascadia.com
http://www.cascadia.com
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Editor’s Note:  This is probably my favorite article the WCBJ has ever published. 

 

(COMIC) BOOK REVIEW: SHE-HULK 
 

“No One is Only One Thing.” 

~ Jennifer Walters, Esq., a.k.a. She-Hulk 

 Inspiration can come from interesting places.  

 

 In 1978, the 7-11 convenience store on 15th Avenue, Capitol Hill, 

Seattle was the turf of a 6-year old scarecrow kid in a dirty t-shirt wear-

ing Toughskin jeans. That would be me. In those days, us ‘hood kids 

commonly loitered 7-11. If I wasn’t pocketing stolen ice cream bars from 

the freezer or scrounging money from the phone booth outside, you’d 

find me in the magazine section reading comic books. For hours. My best 

friends were comic book heroes. Between action scenes, I saw their sto-

ries were similar to mine: most were outcasts, bullied and misunderstood.  

 Comic books brought an escape. I grasped the concept of purpose. I imagined it a weightless, 

intangible inner magic that was difficult to explain; yet grand, powerful, and worth fighting for. It 

fueled my heroes’ powers and defined their existence. Batman lived to punish all criminals for the 

childhood murder of his parents. Spider-Man was a teenager racked with guilt over the senseless 

slaying of his uncle; a guilt that grudgingly led him to accept the great responsibility his powers 

thrust upon him. 

 Apparently, I wasn’t the only child-becomes-lawyer who loved comic books. In She-Hulk, 

comic book author (and real-life practicing attorney) Charles Soule1 recently made a refreshing, 

compelling and highly intriguing resurrection of She-Hulk, a 1970’s Marvel Comics character.  

 For those who don’t know, She-Hulk is Jen Walters; the attorney cousin of Bruce Banner, the 

Incredible Hulk. Years ago, Walters received an emergency blood transfusion from Banner after she 

suffered life-threatening injuries. Banner’s gamma-irradiated 

blood gave Walters her super powers. However, and unlike Ban-

ner’s psychological Jekyll-&-Hyde transformation he experienc-

es when becoming the Hulk, Walters does not become a mindless 

and destructive brute. She keeps her identity, intelligence and 

psyche. Problematically, Walters cannot transform back to hu-

man. She is, essentially, a permanently large, muscular, green-

skinned woman who is superhumanly strong. And happens to be 

a lawyer. For years, She-Hulk was a rather unpopular novelty su-

perhero existing in the Marvel Comics universe. Until now.  

 Charles Soule’s She-Hulk follows Walter’s legal career. We see her confidently strolling into a 

performance review at the NYC law firm she’s employed at. Unexpectedly, her review goes horri-
(Continued on page 14) 
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bly! Although Walters billed over 2,800 hours – all while being a part-time superhero – she receives 

no bonus, no raise and no promotion to partner. The reasons? 

 “You weren’t hired to bill hours,” says one firm partner. “We have lawyers for that.” Ulti-

mately, they complain Walters failed to solicit new business via her superhero connections. The im-

agery is powerful: despite her superhuman strength, she cannot shatter the invisible and formidable 

glass ceiling. Here, She-Hulk’s art speaks volumes. Walters’ emoting is simple, powerful and digni-

fied. We see a green-skinned woman. We see Caucasian men. Was her review racist? Sexist? May-

be. Yet maybe not. Therein lies the evil, destructive, unseen power of “isms” and glass ceilings. 

Walters gathers her dignity, quits her job and destroys the 

conference room table while leaving.  

 Afterward, while drinking at a local bar, Walters is ap-

proached by a disheveled woman seeking legal representa-

tion on an Intellectual Property matter. Turns out, the wom-

an’s late husband helped develop Tony Stark’s (a.k.a., Iron 

Man’s) technology in his armor. Walters agrees to take the 

woman’s case pro bono, after all, Walters personally knows 

Stark. Together, they’ve saved the world countless times 

over. They’re also former lovers. 

 

 “Relax. I know this guy,” says Walters, to her new pro-

bono client. “Ninety percent of lawyering is conversations.” 

Unfortunately, while trying to contact Stark, she makes ene-

mies with his corporate attorney. They end up in U.S. District 

Court arguing numerous motions for summary judgment, 

change of venue and a countersuit based on tortious interfer-

ence. The judge declines to rule on the motions and grants a 

continuance (no, this is NOT a typical superhero comic 

book). 

 Later – and after Walters destroys Stark’s robot guards – we see her finally contacting Stark 

in person. They briefly discuss the case. And settle it. Boom. Lawsuits and counterclaims are dis-

missed. Subtly, we see how law is correctly practiced when parties set aside their egos and simply 

resolve a case intelligently. 

 Inevitably, Walters finds herself drinking at the bar again (a disturbing sign of things to 

come?). In walks her newly-rich-and-glamorous pro bono client. She gives Walters a $150,000.00 

check. Flip the page, we see Walters setting up her solo practice in San Francisco. The sticky-note 

on her door says, “Jennifer Walters, Esq. Attorney at Law.”  

 

 Again, She-Hulk is not a run-of-the-mill superhero comic book. It lacks bulging biceps and 

page-plastered “Boom! Boom! Pow!” scenes. Indeed, She-Hulk contains very few action scenes at 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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all. The art is simple: bold lines find depth and meaning in rich, thoughtful inks. Nothing is boiler-

plate, overused or cliché. Every scene has intention. Every panel says something. She-Hulk is pure 

rock and roll. Today’s hardcore comic fans truly enjoy this forward evolution in comic books. Pow-

erful storylines, simple layouts, and unpredictable twists deepened with powerful character develop-

ment.  

 

 She-Hulk is refreshing and ground-breaking. It’s created a huge buzz in today’s mainstream 

comic book genre. Writer Charles Soule is widely respected in the industry (and apparently, his legal 

career, too). Soule holds nothing back bringing his legal expertise to the table. She Hulk is an obvi-

ous departure from tired, cartoonish scenes where fights happen for the simple fact that fighting is 

what heroes and villains do. The book says something. It has intent. Purpose. 

 

 It appears She-Hulk is Marvel Comics’ attempt to find audience with professionals – more 

specifically, attorneys – who grew up reading comic books. Through She-Hulk, Soule superbly lay-

ers gender, diversity, law firm practice and solo practice into the trial and tribulations of a female su-

perhero. We support Walters’ courage to seek justice in a legal system heavily influenced by egos 

and money. We enjoy her humor and empathy. Cleverly, we see the nuts-and-bolts practice of law 

brought to comics. Reputation matters. Relationships matter. And if the right opportunity comes 

around – obstacles be damned – having the guts to fight matters.  

 She-Hulk is not the passage of the 19th Amendment. And no, women’s 

magazines probably won’t applaud She-Hulk as a focal point for discussing 

the challenges facing solo/minority/female attorneys today. Still, She-Hulk is 

extremely charismatic work. It captures the highest ideals of fine writing, 

comic book or no. We catch a snapshot of the legal system. We vicariously 

live Walter’s struggles. And we’re reminded. Her purpose should stir some-

thing within. Sometimes we need reminders, no?  

 

 Art reflects life. Living life artistically means being inspired. And yes, 

inspiration can come from interesting places. 

 

  ~Alexander F. Ransom, Esq. 

 

Endnotes 

1. Attorney Charles Soule received his undergraduate degree in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, 

with a concentration in Chinese language and history. He is a graduate of Columbia Law School, 

and currently practices law in New York City, focusing primarily on immigration, corporate law, 

and entertainment law. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Lester and Hyldahl, PLLC 
is on the move 

 
 Lester and Hyldahl, PLLC is happy to announce 
the relocation of their office to Suite 175 of the Bellingham 
Towers at 119 Commercial Street.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Tom continues to be available for referrals in 
Bankruptcy and Personal Injury and Doug is available for 
referrals in Criminal Defense matters at trial, appellate and 
post-conviction stages. The firm’s phone numbers and 
email addresses remain the same. 
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You are reading this aren’t you? 

 

You too should be advertising right... 

 

HERE! 
 

New and Old Sponsors… did you know as of today, if you pay 

your sponsorship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 

5% discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you get a 10% 

discount!!!!  Who knows what the Editor will offer you if you 

want to pay for a decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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February Bar Meeting Minutes   Wednesday, February 5, 2014 
 
12:18 Call to Order & Opening Remarks – Paula McCandless, President 
 
December Meeting Minutes adopted unanimously 
 
Olivia Burkland provided Treasurer’s report – funds total $53,067.46.  Treasurer’s report adopted unanimously.  An electronic 
copy of the Treasurer’s report is available – email Tom Lyden at tlyden@keatingandlyden.com with request. 
 
Annie Horwath – Whatcom Women Lawyers update.  Will be a 3/11/14 lunchtime CLE on topic of mediation. 
 
Lisa Keeler – Whatcom Young Lawyers.  Ms. Keeler assured us we are all ‘young’ at heart and are invited to the 2/21/14 coffee 
social at The Local on Railroad Avenue.  Be there or be old. 
 
Terra Nevitt – CLE Committee announcement.  Calendar of CLE events distributed – it is available online at http://
www.lawadvocates.org/#!cle-info/ccjn.  Please consider the Season Pass option as it offers considerable savings. 
 
Dominique Zervas announced that her office, Zervas Law, P.C. is sponsoring a Habitat for Humanity Build for women and they are 
seeking women volunteers.  360.733.2010 or Dominique@zervaslaw.com. 
 
P. McCandless – Update on annual Golf Tournament.  Details will emerge soon. 
 
Old Business 
 
Awards were presented to past officers.  Fabulous Wooden Pen Sets were the material award for service.  Intrinsic rewards contin-
ue. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Over 2200 SF of well located and professionally ap-

pointed office space in Downtown Bellingham. Take 

advantage of easy access to City and County govern-

ment offices and downtown businesses. This suite 

offers built out private offices, mezzanine, skylights, 

reception, underground parking and kitchenette. 

 

Call Kirby Jones at 360-383-7789 
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New Business 
 
P. McCandless – WCBA received correspondence from WSBA Solo Practice Section seeking permission to publish article.  Motion 
was passed unamimously.   
 
P. McCandless – Reaffirmation of $2,000 line-item budgeting for Teen Court.  Unanimous support. 
 
Judge D. Garrett – Proposed consideration for a digital projector to be used by the WCBA community for 21st century courtroom 
presentations.  The old model possessed by the courts is nearly worn-out. 
 
Rajeev Majumdar, Editor of WCBA Newsletter – advertise, advertise, advertise.   Offering discount for several months’ prepayment. 
 
LAW Advocates Annual Meeting 
 
Look for the 2013 Annual Report to be published on LAW Advocates website soon. 
 
Terra Nevitt & Jim Brittain 
 
Roy Martin won volunteer drawing. 
 
LAW Advocates moved locations from Flora Street.  They are now located at 1415 Commercial Street in Bellingham near Mt. Baker 
Theater. 
 
2nd Annual Volunteer Appreciation took place at Boundary Bay.  Thanks to everyone for volunteering!   
 
LAW Advocates was the top fundraising team in The Human Race in June!!! 
 
2013 marked the best Lawyers Take Orders! 
 
LAW Advocates was present at Downtown Sounds and Bite of Bellingham.  Look for more outreach activities in ’14. 
 
LAW Advocates continues to work with Island County volunteers lawyers 
 
The Access ID Project served 214 people. 
 
T. Nevitt – Awards presented to great volunteers. 
 
T. Nevitt – recognition of LAW Advocates staff, announcement of past board and advisory board members.   
 
T. Nevitt – New Members proposed and unanimously approved. 
 
Betsy Brinson, Vice-Chair of the Board – remarks on the coming year.   
____________ 
 
12:57 Meeting Adjourned by P. McCandless 
 
 
  

 

 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 
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Over 2200 SF of well located and professionally appointed office space in Downtown Bellingham. Take advantage of 

easy access to City and County government offices and downtown businesses. This suite offers built out private offices, 

mezzanine, skylights, reception, underground parking and kitchenette. 

 

Call Kirby Jones at 360-383-7789 


