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A Fond Farewell to G. Dennis Archer 

 
 
 'Ȣ $ÅÎÎÉÓ !ÒÃÈÅÒ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ςςȟ ςπρτȢ  ! ÓÅÒȤ
ÖÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ρρȡππ ÁȢÍȢȟ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ υÔÈȟ ςπρτ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌͻÓ 
%ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ςρρχ 7ÁÌÎÕÔ ɉ(ÏÌÌÙ Ǫ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙɊȢ  ! ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÅÌÌÉÎÇÈÁÍ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙ #ÌÕÂȢ 
 

$ÅÎÎÉÓ !ÒÃÈÅÒ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÁÔ !ÒÃÈÅÒ (ÁÌÌÉÄÁÙ ÁÓ Á 

ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÅÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÎÔ ɉ#0!Ɋȟ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ ɉ*$Ɋȟ ÁÎ ÁÃȤ

ÃÒÅÄÉÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ!"6Ɋȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ПÉÎÁÎȤ

ÃÉÁÌ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ɉ0&3ɊȢ (Å ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇȤ

ÔÏÎ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÁÔÔÌÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅÓ ÉÎ 

ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÁ×Ȣ (Å ÈÅÌÄ ÈÉÓ !"6 ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !)#0! ÁÎÄ 0&3 ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÅÒÔÉПÉÅÄ &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 0ÌÁÎȤ

ÎÉÎÇ "ÏÁÒÄȠ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 73#0! ÁÎÄ !)#0! ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÇ

-ÔÉÍÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÅÌÌÉÎÇÈÁÍ "ÁÙ 

2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂȢ  ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

7ÈÁÔÃÏÍ #ÏÕÎÔÙ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

!ÄÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÁ× ÏÎ -ÁÙ ψȟ ρωχυȟ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ×ÁÓ 

ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ υωυτ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÅ "ÁÒ 

!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ73"!ɊȢ  4ÈÅ 73"! ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ $ÅÎÎÉÓ 

ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÁÒÙ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÁÃÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ 

ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÍÅ ÏÎÅ ÂÉÔȟ ÁÓ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÍȟ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȢ   

) ÁÍ ÓÏ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ËÎÏ×Î $ÅÎÎÉÓ ÁÎÄ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÍÉÓÓ ÄÅÁÒÌÙȢ  ) ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÅÔ ÈÉÍ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÔÏÏË ÈÉÓ ÄÅÐÏȤ

ÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ  ) ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÌÁ× ×ÏÒËȟ ÁÎÄ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅØÐÅÒÔ ÈÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÙ 

ÔÏ ÖÁÌÕÅ Á ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÄÅÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÌÌ ÄÅÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÏȟ ÂÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÒÕÌÅÓ 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÅÁÓÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȢ  9ÏÕ ËÎÏ× - ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÒËȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȟ ÔÅÌÌ 

ÍÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  ) ÒÅÃÁÌÌ ÒÅÍÁÒËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ Á ÔÒÉÐÌÅ ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ÈÅ 

×ÁÓ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȟ ÁÎ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÏÒȢ  -ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ) ×ÁÓ ÃÈÁÒÍÅÄȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ 

ÖÅÒÙ ÓÍÁÒÔȟ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÄÅÔÅÃÔÅÄ Á ÄÒÙ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÏÒȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÙ 

ÆÁÒ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅȢ   

The Presidentôs Column 
  By Paula McCandlis, WCBA President 2014 
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7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÅÎÄÅÄȟ ) ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÒÅ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ×ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÙ ÅØÐÅÒÔȢ   ) 

ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÁÓ ) ÓÏÏÎ ÔÈÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÍÙ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 

ÉÎÊÕÒÙȢ  !Ó ÌÕÃË ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔȟ ÉÎ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÒÄÅÒ *ÉÍ "ÒÉÔÔÏÎ ÁÓËÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÉÓ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ 

ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ $ÅÎÎÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÐÅÒÓÕÁÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÄÒÙ 

×ÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÁÒÅÌÙ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÏÎ ÆÕÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ËÎÅ× ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÍÅ ÌÁÕÇÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÏÒÉÎÇ 

ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ   

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ  ) ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË 

×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȢ  ) ÁÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ ÙÏÕ $ÅÎÎÉÓȢ ) ÓÅÎÄ ÍÙ ÄÅÅÐÅÓÔ ÃÏÎÄÏÌÅÎÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ  

(Continued from page 2) 

 
 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ŀǊ  
ŦǊƻƳ CƻǊƳŜǊ ²/.! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ /Φ tƭŀǧŜ 

рκрκмп 
 
 

 wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ όaŀȅ нлмпύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άtƭŀǧ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅέ ƻŦ нлллΣ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǘ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²/. WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ tƭŀǧŜΣ ƘŀŘ ŜũŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ άYƛƴƎΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳπ
ǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²/.! ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ 
мфффΦ  
 
 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ōŀǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
/h¸h¢9Σ {ŎƻǩǎƘ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎΣ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ōǊƻǘƘŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƧŜǎǘπ
ŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǝŀƭǎΦ  
 
 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлллΣ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ŀōŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ IŜ 
ǿŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ уΣ нлмпΣ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ .ǊǳŎŜ /ƻŎƪōǳǊƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ΦhΦ²Φ IŀƭƭΣ ƛƴ 9ǳπ
ƎŜƴŜΣ hǊŜƎƻƴΦ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ  
 

Richard C. Platte 

Attorney At Law 
Mailing Address: 

336 36th St., #387 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel: 360-647-5145 
Fax: 888-768-6476 
E-mail: rcplatte@msn.com 

For the Dear Readers just tuning in, you can read the Presidentôs Column that this letter responds to in 

last monthôs issue which you can find stored on bar website here:  http://whatcombar.org/docs/

mailto:rcplatte@msn.com
http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf
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Memo to President McCandlis  
 
3ÕÂÊÅÃÔȡ ÌÁ×ÓÕÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 7#"!ȟ ÒÅȡ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ 
 
tŀǳƭŀ ς  
  
hǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅΣ LΩƳ ƭŜǩƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǝƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ²/.! ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄ-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όȅƻǳύ ŀƴŘ ŜȄ-WƻǳǊƴŀƭ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ aǊΦ aŀƧǳƳŘŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΦ  LƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƴȅ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ .ŀǊ 
WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ƻƴ ŀ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ƛƴ ŀ {ǇŜŜŘƻΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƭǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ŀƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  LŦ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƭŀƳ Řǳƴƪ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴǘ ƛƴƅƛŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǝƻƴπ
ŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŎƭŀƛƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΦ ²ŀƛǘ ς ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǊǎƻƴǎΚ  /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƅƛŎǝƻƴΦ 
  
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ǎƻƻƴΦ   
  
.ǊŜǘ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ 
wƻȅΣ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎΣ {ƳƛǘƘ ϧ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ 

wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 

5ŜŀǊ aǊΦ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎΥ 
 
L ƪŜǇǘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀΗ 
 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ōŀŎƪ 
ƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ŀǎ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀ ƅŀǾƻǊǎΦ 
 
!ǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ L ǎǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘƻ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΦ   
IŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎǿŜŜǘ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ Φ  Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ tŜǘŜǊ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ tŜŜtŜŜΦ    
 
L ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƘƛƳΣ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘΦ 
 
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ tŜŜtŜŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ  !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ L ŀǿŀƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ
ǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ 
 
{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ 
 
 
tŀǳƭŀ [Φ aŎ/ŀƴŘƭƛǎ 
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In Defense of Jury Trials 
a rebuttal letter to the editor  

and reply dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Rajeev, 

 

Please allow me to ramble a bit myself in response to last monthôs Ramblings of a Small Time 

Country Lawyer.  I read of Tina Fey, Chamillionaire and soul-less automatons with amusement. 

However, your suggestion that ñwe need to get rid of jury trials when the suit doesnôt involve the 

governmentò left me concerned that you may be irreconcilably separated from your inner-radical.   

 

You claim we ought to abolish civil jury trails and cite the twin virtues ñefficiency and expedienceò 

as justification.  Indeed, you are correct; a jury trial is less efficient than a bench trial.  But why stop 

at civil trials, China is so efficient in prosecuting criminal cases without a jury that their courts 

donôt wait until after the trial to schedule the sentencing hearing.  North Korea is even more effi-

cient, empowering the prosecutor to supervise whether the court is ñaccurately deliberatingò.  Of 

course, itôs most efficient to simply do away with the trial all together and detain suspects indefi-

nitely as we do at Guantanamo.  Other notably efficient justice systems: Sparta, the Aztecs, the So-

viet Union, Nazi Germany and Saudi Arabia today.   

 

Perhaps ñefficiency and expedienceò are not the best benchmarks with which to measure the quality 

of a justice system.  May I suggest that a better gauge of quality is the extent to which civil liberties 

are protected? Whatôs left of your inner-radical must be weeping with the realization that a bunch of 

old, dead, white men were far more protective of civil rights than the outer Rajeev. Alexander Ham-

ilton and John Adams had some interesting things to say about the jury in civil trials.   

 

Recall that prior to the enactment of the Seventh Amendment in the Bill of Rights, the Constitution 

did not contain a right to a jury trial in civil cases. Writing in Federalist No. 83 on the topic of civil 
(Continued on page 6) 

For the Dear Readers just tuning in, you can read the ñRamblingsò article this letter responds to in last 

monthôs issue which you can find stored on bar website here:  http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf    

http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf
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jury trials, Hamilton noted that both those in favor of, and those opposed to, the Constitution agree in 

ñthe value they set upon the trial by jury; or if there is any difference between them it consists in this: 

the former regard it as a valuable safeguard to liberty; the latter represent it as the very palladium of 

free government.ò  Hamilton noted the strongest argument in favor of trial by jury in civil cases was 

security against corruption: ñAs there is always more time and better opportunity to tamper with a 

standing body of magistrates than with a jury summoned for the occasionéò  Hamilton also pointed 

out that the jury offers ñdouble securityò in that because one would have to corrupt both the judge and 

the jury, one is less like to try to corrupt either. 

 

Do we have to worry about civil litigants trying to corrupt the judicial system in this day and age?  Ask 

yourself if a multi-national oil company, a Wall Street bank, or a giant pharmaceutical company might 

try to corrupt the judicial system if they thought they could get away with it, and thereby improve prof-

its by millions or billions of dollars.  If you had a lawsuit against one of these corporations, wouldnôt 

you want the right to have a jury hear the case? 

 

John Adams also wrote on the importance of the jury in civil trials.  For Adams, the jury was an im-

portant safeguard for any defendant in a civil suit.  No defendantôs money, land or other property can 

be taken from him in a civil suit ñtill twelve men in his neighborhood have said upon oath, that by laws 

of his own making it ought to be taken awayéò  It is common practice for defendants in civil suits to-

day to file a jury demand for this very reason.   

 

Even if you are able to pass a Constitutional amendment and abolish the Bill of Rightôs Seventh 

Amendment, you will still need to take up Article I, Section 21of the Washington State Constitution 

which states that the right of trial by jury shall remain ñinviolateò.  Rajeev, make your inner-radical 

happy, donôt try to take away our hard fought rights, defend and protect them.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Bill Coats 

 

 

The Response 
 

Dear Mr. Coats, 

 

                Channeling our 2nd President you argued ñé.the jury was an important safeguard for any de-

fendant in a civil suit.ò  This is, of course a point well taken, but if I may put the pressure on you, and 

submit this question:  Is it not more important and necessary then to have jury safeguards in situations 

where people are having their children taken from them, where they are being committed involuntarily 

to a mental ward (see perhaps the case of our former first lady Mary Todd Lincolnôs alter years), or 

where the assets of a family are being divided up?  It seems strange that the division of a corporationôs 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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assets require the safeguarding supervision of a jury, but not the division of a familyôs assets, where 

arguably there are no armôs length transactions or ability to negotiate without intimidation.   

 

Should a jury not be required then, to safe-guard the judiciaryôs ability to remove children, if a jury is 

needed to safeguard the judiciaryôs ability to remove a personôs car?  The 7th Amendment is not an ar-

gument to stand atop in arguing for the necessity for jury trials- for it merely enshrines common law 

rights at the time- rather, I was persuaded to a much greater degree by the idea that jury trials safe-

guard civil liberties and against corruptioné and to that end: is it not more important to assign our 

jury resources to the cases where such safeguarding is most sorely needed?  I can hardly imagine that 

there is more need for safeguarding a corporationôs interest in a car, than a familyôs interest in their 

own child or a personôs freedom from involuntary commitment. 

 

At Your Service, 

 

 

Rajeev Majumdar 

 

The Reply 

 

Yes, we should. 

 

Of the cases you mention, juveniles in criminal proceedings have the most compelling argument for a 

jury trial.  In 1987, our State Supreme Court ruled that juveniles accused of a crime are not entitle to a 

jury trial under either the State or Federal Constitution.  State v. Schaaf, 109 Wn.2d 1.   I believe the 

reasoning in Schaaf is outdated.  Given that juvenile convictions now follow a person into adulthood 

and can have lifelong consequences, the Court should recognize that the Sixth Amendment applies to 

juveniles.  

 

I am not aware of any Constitutional basis for jury trials in family law, mental commitment or de-

pendency cases.  However, our elected representatives ought to pass a law guaranteeing the right to a 

jury trial in all of these cases.  In mental commitment hearings, the respondent does have a statutory 

right under RCW 71.05.300 to a jury trial for commitments over 14 days (90 or 180 days).   However, 

we ought to extend this right to 14 day commitments. We often have jury trials in criminal cases 

where the sentence is less than 14 days in jail.  We have given the State the power to seek to declare 

any one of us mentally ill and to detain us involuntarily for up to 14 days.  It seems prudent to bal-

ance this power by giving ourselves the right to a jury trial in such proceedings.  As a free people 

with the right to pass law by initiative, we have no one to blame but ourselves for being without this 

right. 

 

As a parent, one of the most frightening powers we give the State is the power to permanently take 

away our children.  I do not understand why we give the State this incredible power without also giv-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ing ourselves the right to a jury trial.   

 

In addition to the reasons stated by Hamilton and Adams, another benefit of the jury is illustrated 

in James Surowieckiôs The Wisdom of Crowds: Why the Many Are Smarter than the Few and How 

Collective Wisdom Shapes Business, Economics, Societies and Nations.  A group of ordinary peo-

ple make better decisions than any expert.  In the context of economics, this is why market econo-

mies with no one in charge produce an abundance of goods and services, while planned economies 

fail.  In the context of a justice system, it is why a jury will consistently produce decisions that are 

more fair and just than a judge, no matter how wise.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bill Coats 

Partner at Brett, Murphy, Coats, Knapp, McCandlis & Brown, PLLC 

bill@brettlaw.com 

www.washingtoninjury.com 

(Continued from page 7) 

mailto:bill@brettlaw.com
http://www.washingtoninjury.com
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Office Space Available ï  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street ï downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants ï access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT ñ NOTICE FROM COMM. HEYDRICH  

 

Effective June 5, 2014 the start time for the Thursday Domestic Violence calendar is being changed to 9 AM. 

This change is effective until further notice for that date and all Thursdays thereafter.  This will result in all of 

our weekly DV calendars starting at the same time and will hopefully lessen confusion about start times.  

CǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ .ŀȅ-ǾƛŜǿ hŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ wŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳτ ϷфнрκƳƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 
vǳƛŜǘΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ с ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ  [ƻƴƎ-ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƭŀǿ ŬǊƳ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ wŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴπ
ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ŀƭƭ ǳǝƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ ŎƻǇƛŜǊ όмрϹ ǇŜǊ ǇŀƎŜύ ŀƴŘ ŦŀȄ 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ό[5 ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅύΦ .ƻƻƪƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄπ
ǘǊŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻƴǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ hŶŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлмпΦ   
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ спт-лноп ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

Two offices for rent in Executive Suites on Prospect. Tenant will have shared use of two confer-

ence rooms, receptionist to answer phones and greet clients.  These two offices have their own individu-

al thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free 

parking for clients. Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq. feet for $600.00 per 

month.  The other office is 216 sq. feet for $800.00 per month.   The monthly rental amount includes 

heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access.  Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100.  

WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT ñ NOTICE FROM J. GARRETT  

Civil Motions calendars before Judge Garrett will not be conducted on May 23, May 30, June 6 or 
June 13.  A civil motions calendar will occur on Wednesday, May 21, at 1:30; motions for that calen-
dar should be filed, noted and confirmed within the deadlines established in WCCR 77.2 (c) and (d).  

 

Please note that the most current information about court scheduling, motions calendars and 
judgesô schedules can be found on the ñCalendarsò page of the Superior Courtôs web-
site.  Attorneys who are noting or anticipating hearings and trials should consult the website for 
current scheduling information.  
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Civil Procedure Corner:  aƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜ ¢Ǌƛŀƭ   

By Bryan L. Page * 
  

 The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.1 

 

We all have likely heard this saying. And we all can likely think of many ex-

amples from our legal practice where this saying has been true. One com-

mon example is in setting trial dates.  

 

Plans are made well in advance of trial. We check our schedules and those 

of our clients and witnesses before scheduling a trial date. We schedule trial 

dates far enough out to give us enough time to plan and prepare. We try to pick a date where our case 

will be the first civil case set on the trial calendar to give us the best chance of not getting bumped. 

But unforeseen things can come up. Going to trial on the scheduled trial date can be difficult or im-

possible. Requesting a continuance of the trial may be the best option.  

 

If you need to request a trial be continued, my first suggestion is to contact opposing counsel to see 

if the other side will agree. Agreement is usually possible if the reason for the continuance is a good 

one. But a motion to continue the trial will be necessary if you cannot reach agreement. Some 

ground rules govern these motions.  

 

First and foremost, pursuant to the Civil Rules and the Whatcom County Superior Courtôs local 

rules, a trial may be continued upon a showing of good cause.2  Whether good cause exists to grant a 
continuance is within the discretion of the trial court.3  Courts can consider many things when exer-
cising discretion, including the following: 

 

¶ the necessity of reasonably prompt disposition of the litigation;  

¶ the needs of the moving party;  

¶ the possible prejudice to the adverse party;  

¶ the prior history of the litigation, including prior continuances granted to the moving party;  

¶ any conditions imposed in the continuances previously granted; and  

¶ any other matters that have a material bearing upon the exercise of the discretion vested in 

the court. 

Balandzich v. Demeroto, 10 Wn. App. 718, 720, 519 P.2d 994 (1974). 

 

Situations in which continuances may be granted depend on the facts of each particular case. We 

could brainstorm hypotheticals that might justify a continuance. The list would be limited only by 

our imagination. But there are some examples that involve common situations that arise. For in-

stance, Civil Rule 40(e) contains a provision for requesting a continuance due to the absence of evi-

dence needed for trial. The specific provisions of the rule should be consulted. Also, a trial court 
(Continued on page 11) 
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may grant a continuance when a partyôs attorney suddenly withdraws or is discharged from the 

case.4  However, there is no absolute right to a continuance in those cases.5  A continuance is more 
likely to be granted if the withdrawal was necessitated by a conflict of interest that suddenly arose 

with one of the lawyers.6  Furthermore, in the criminal context, continuances have been granted 
past the expiration of the speedy trial deadline to accommodate prearranged vacations of various 

participants in the cases.7  If prearranged vacations are sufficient grounds in that context, they may 
be sufficient grounds to continue a civil trial as well.   

 

The courtôs local rules should be consulted before filing a motion for a continuance. Whatcom 

County Superior Courtôs local rules contain specific requirements for motions for continuances. 

Motions must be in writing and supported by affidavit.8  And the court may impose terms against 
the requesting party and in favor of the opposing party if the continuance is granted.9 

 

In my experience, local courts are likely to grant trial continuances if a good reason exists for why 

the continuance is needed, the situation could not have been avoided, and the continuance will not 

cause prejudice to the other side. Thus, we can all rest assured. Even if the best laid plans for sched-

uling a trial go awry, a trial continuance may be available to get plans back on course.   

 

*  Bryan Page is a shareholder at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate litigation in 

state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate disputes.  He can be 

reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

Endnotes 

1. Robert Burns, To a Mouse, on Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough (1785) (ñThe best-laid schemes oô mice anô 

men / Gang aft agleyò), available at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_a_Mouse. 

2. CR 40(d); WCCR 40.3.  

3. Trummel v. Mitchell, 156 Wn.2d 653, 670, 131 P.3d 305 (2006).  

4. Jankelson v. Cisel, 3 Wn. App. 139, 141, 473 P.2d 202 (1970).  

5. Id.  

6. Sayler v. Elberfeld Mfg. Co., Inc., 30 Wn. App. 955, 639 P.2d 785 (1982).  

7. See, e.g., State v. Selam, 97 Wn. App. 140, 982 P.2d 679 (1999) (defense counsel); State v. Grilley, 67 Wn. App. 795, 840 

P.2d 903 (1992) (key witness); State v. Kelley, 64 Wn. App. 755, 828 P.2d 1106 (1992) (prosecutor).  

8. WCCR 40.3. 

9. Id.  

(Continued from page 10) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_a_Mouse
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¢ƘŜ bƻƻƪΥ [ŀǿ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ  ōȅ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ 

 

Exciting Newsflash! WSBA Deskbooks to be available online at the Law Li-

brary!   
 

In a few weeks, all your favorite Deskbooks will be available in online format 

when you are at the Law Library! The WSBA just announced the new access program just for 

county law libraries and the set-up is expected to be working in a few weeks. In the near future, 

the WSBA will roll out the program to QLSPs (Qualified Legal Service Providers) as well. Please 

know that you will need to be in the Law Library as accessed is restricted by IP address.  
 

_______________________ 
Law Library Website:  http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org   Phone: 360.676.6556 

Law Librarian: Virginia Tucker, MLIS, PhD    Email: vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us  

Board of Trustees: Dean Brett, Michael Kleps, Bill Knudsen, Jack Louws (ex officio), Dave McEachran (ex offi-

cio), Charles Snyder. 

http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org
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