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Acts of  Goodwill will Reward You! 

 

 I want to spend some of the Whatcom County Bar Association’s mon-

ey.  At our December meeting I will be making a motion to spend $20,000.00 

on 10 local charities.  This means each charity gets a one-time gift of 

$2,000.00.  

  

 Here are my reasons: 

1. We generate goodwill in our community. 

2. We spend down our excess funds. 

3. We spread the money among many groups so as to better represent the diversity of our membership. 

 

 I propose we have an anonymous written ballot that is then placed into an envelope that is 

signed by the voter.  We will confirm that each voter is from a member in good standing.   

 

SAMPLE BALLOT 

Should the WCBA spend $2,000.00 on ten (10) charities for a total of $20,000.00?  

The charities must have 501(c)(3) status.  ____Agree ____Disagree. 

 

Whether you answer agree or disagree, please help choose the charities by marking 

ten (10) yes votes and five (5) no votes. Each no vote negates another voter’s yes 

vote. 

The President’s Column 
  By Paula McCandlis, WCBA President 2014 

Whatcom Community Foundation ___ yes ___ no 

Whatcom Hospice ___ yes ___ no 

Bellingham Technical College Foundation __ yes ___ no 

Whatcom Community College Foundation ___ yes __ no 

Bellingham School Foundation ___ yes ___ no 

Whatcom Humane Society ___ yes ___ no 

Local Mt. Baker Red Cross ___ yes ___ no 

Western Foundation ___ yes ___ no 

Bellingham Music Festival ___ yes ___ no 

Whatcom Museum ___ yes ___ no 

Humane Society ___ yes ___ no 

Happy Tails Happy Homes ___ yes ___ no 

Sean Humphrey House ___ yes ___ no 

Sun House ___ yes ___ no  

LAW Advocates ___ yes ___ no 

Brigid Collins ___ yes ___ no 

Lydia Place ___ yes ___ no 

DVSAS ___ yes ___ no 

Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Assoc. ___ yes ___ no  

Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center ___ yes ___ no 

Opportunity Council ___ yes ___ no  

Northwest Youth Services ___ yes ___ no 

WeSnip ___ yes ___ no 

Bellingham Food Bank ___ yes ___ no 

Lighthouse Mission ___ yes ___ no 

Whatcom Land Trust ___ yes ___ no 

Downtown Bellingham Partnership ___ yes ___ no 

Junior Achievement ___ yes ___ no 
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 This list of charities is incomplete.  I need suggestions and to that end please feel free to email 

me additional charities that you would like to add to the December ballot.   

 

 I am nervous about this motion as so many attorneys are very good at arguing and presenting 

many points of view.  Over the years, I have watched many motions derailed based on the debates that 

ensue.  In addition, I am aware that there are longstanding debates and disagreements among our mem-

bership.   I also know we have members who feel very strongly about certain charities and organiza-

tions.  So much so that they would quit our membership rather than give to a charity they do not sup-

port or agree with.  With the above being said, here are the arguments against this motion and the re-

sponses thereto: 

 

Argument: I do not want to give money away. Instead, I want to reduce our dues.   

Answer: Our lunches cost $12.00 each (not including any gratuity).  Paying dues of $140.00 a year co-

vers 10 lunches.  Put another way, we barely cover the cost of our lunches and most likely the price of 

our lunch will increase in the future.  Our dues were restructured so that we covered the cost of our 

lunches including future increases.  Previously, our bar association was losing money every month as 

we simply were not covering the minimum lunch cost of Northwood Hall.  I would hate to get into that 

situation again.  If a person wanted to make this motion they certainly could but they should run the 

numbers first to make sure it is financially feasible and workable in the long-term.  I am opposed to 

this motion but that should not stop someone from making it and presenting their own reasoned opin-

ion to the membership.  I do not think our dues are outrageous.  Because the dues include lunch they 

motivate attendance and now attendance is no longer an issue.  I am grateful for never experiencing the 

unpleasant duty faced by of past bar Presidents, of calling members to come to lunch so that we had 

enough people to break even on the cost of lunch.  I am grateful to not have to worry about lunch at-

tendance. 

 

Argument: I think the money should be used to create a foundation. 

Answer: I applaud this idea and I know it has been around for a long, long, long time.  Let’s be honest, 

we have a hard time agreeing on anything.  I feel like we are a non-profit group already, and I’m not 

convinced that forming another non-profit group is the answer. Again, someone can certainly make this 

motion and present a reasoned argument.  I would not even know where to begin, nor am I inclined to 

take the time to figure it out. 

 

Argument: I think the money should be equally divided and returned to the members like a dividend.  

Each member should then be able to choose for themselves what charity gets their money. 

Answer:  I’m not sure that qualifies us for being non-profit as some members could potentially pocket 

the money by declaring themselves or their family members a valid charity.  What about the past mem-

bers who have retired, moved, or passed away do they get money back since some of this surplus is ar-

guably from them?  This argument goes directly against the image we need to rehabilitate, i.e. greedy 

lawyers.  Please I am begging you (and you know who you are) not to make this argument as it breaks 

my heart.   

 

Argument: I will quit this organization if money is given to a charity that I do not support.   

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Furnished Bay-view Office for Rent in Bellingham— $925/mo with free parking 
Quiet, private building only 6 blocks from courthouse.  Long-established law firm in building making 
changes due to retirement of a partner. Rent includes reception, telephone answering, use of con-
ference room, high speed internet, all utilities, and use of kitchen, copier (15¢ per page) and fax 
machine (LD phone charges only). Bookkeeping and secretarial services available as needed for ex-
tra charge. Parking lot for clients and free onstreet parking for you. Office available January 1, 2014.   
Please call 647-0234 for more information or to set up appointment to view office. 

Two offices for rent in Executive Suites on Prospect. Tenant will have shared use of two confer-

ence rooms, receptionist to answer phones and greet clients.  These two offices have their own indi-

vidual thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and 

free parking for clients. Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq. feet for 

$600.00 per month.  The other office is 216 sq. feet for $800.00 per month.   The monthly rental 

amount includes heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access.  Call Katti Esp at (360) 

715-3100.  

Answer: Here is why I think we should have no votes as well as smaller donations to a larger num-

ber of charities.  I am hoping that the no votes give each member a chance to say no to a charity and 

therefore cancel out a yes vote.  My hope is that two extreme positions will cancel each other out.  

Finally, because this is not a tremendous amount of money in the grand scheme of things I’m hop-

ing you can abide by the majority vote and console yourself by knowing that some other worthy 

charity got some of the money.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Shared Office Space Available in the Herald Building  $316/mo – includes a private office with 

large window overlooking Bellingham Bay and Sehome Hill, plus shared common areas of reception 

area, file storage room and small kitchenette with microwave and small fridge (total office space is 

420 sq ft).  A large conference room is available for meetings at no extra charge. Free client parking 

across the street and tenant parking for $50/mo. I also have a spare desk and chairs if needed, or 

bring your own. Rent includes heat/electricity and hi-speed internet. Email: deans.dawn@gmail.com. 
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Letter to the Editor:  In Defense of Brevity 
Editor’s Note:  This is in response to the District Court Policy published on or about 10/17/14 in regards to the use of medical marijuana; 
I could not find a way to reproduce it adequately w/out taking up multiple pages and the text was not on the District Court website.  
 

Dear Sir, 
 
 In reviewing the policy issued by Whatcom County District Court concerning the 
use of medical marijuana by its probation "clients," I am pleased to see that the court 
has clarified the primary purpose of probation, which is the infliction of pain. We 
must all agree that marijuana "has been known to cause negative effects on mental 
health," and no reference to the relevant science should be necessary; and the statu-
tory requirements for obtaining a medical marijuana card should be trumped by the 
"wild card" held by the probation department.  
 

 My only criticism of the policy is that it lacks brevity. For instance, the stated 
preference that the marijuana recommendation come from "the primary medical 
physician who is treating the medical condition" belies the fact that most primary 
care physicians are unwilling to risk loss of their medical malpractice insurance cover-
age due to violations of federal law. The other requirements are similar, in that they 
cannot be met. The notice should make it clear that "clients" whose need for pain re-
lief (or relief of nausea due to cancer treatment, etc.) is deemed by them to be more 
important than the "medical opinions" of the probation department, will be incarcer-
ated. A better statement of the policy would be: 
 

1.  Unless your probation officer expressly approves your use of marijua-
na, opiates, or any other substance considered by the probation depart-
ment to be a "drug," your use of such drug will result in your incarcera-
tion. 
 

2.  Your probation officer will not approve your use of any drug. 
 

I need a toke. 
 

rcp 

 
Richard C. Platte 

Attorney At Law 
Mailing Address: 

336 36th St., #387, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel: 360-739-7092  /  Fax: 888-768-6476 
E-mail: rcplatte@msn.com 

mailto:rcplatte@msn.com
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Civil Procedure Corner 
By Bryan L. Page * 

  
Pleading for Attorney Fees   
 

Almost every complaint filed now contains a request for “attorney fees 

and costs” in the prayer for relief. The request seems to be routine, no 

matter what the case. But there is a good reason for this.  

 

As one recent Division 3 Court of Appeals case reminds us, a request for 

attorney fees based on a contractual provision must be specifically plead 

in the complaint, otherwise the right to attorney fees is waived. 1  The ra-

tionale for requiring a party to affirmative plead a contractual right to attorney fees is twofold.  

First, the civil rules require a pleading to contain a short and plain statement of the claim and a de-

mand for judgment. 2  And a pleading is insufficient when it does not give the opposing party fair 

notice of a claim and the ground upon which it rests. 3  Thus, “[p]leading a contractual entitlement 

to attorney fees is needed to give the opponent notice of the claim.” 4  Second, contractual attorney 

fees are special damages, and the civil rules require special damages to be specifically plead. 5  

Failure to plead a contractual right to attorney fees waives that right. 6 

 

Slightly different analysis applies to attorney fees based on a statutory provision. There is no gen-

eral rule of pleading statutory entitlement to attorney fees. For example, in the case of costs, a party 

does not have to plead the entitlement to costs. 7  So if the statute in question allows the prevailing 

party costs, and costs include attorney fees, then no specific pleading for costs and attorney fees is 

required. 8  However, when seeking fees under the statute applicable to cases of $10,000 or less, 

courts have held the request for fees need not be specifically plead in the complaint so long as the 

other side is put on notice of the request for fees before trial. 9  Without a clear rule, it is better to be 

safe than sorry and include a request for attorney fees authorized by statute within the pleading.  

 

Most courts do not require the pleading to contain a citation to the specific statute or contractual 

provision relied upon for a request for fees. But it is good practice to do so. First, it forestalls any 

arguments later in the case that the other side was not properly put on notice of the grounds and re-

quest for fees. Second, it can show the other side you are serious, you know grounds for fees do in 

fact exist, and that your request is not specious.  

 

Thus, remember to plead attorney fees when your client may have grounds to request them if the 

client prevails. You do not want to get caught having waived any entitlement to fees simply because 

the request for fees was not included in your client’s pleading. Then, when you and your client pre-

vail, you can confidently request fees without hesitation or worry. 

 

 * Bryan Page is a shareholder at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate liti-

(Continued on page 7) 
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gation in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate dis-

putes.  He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 

 
Endnotes 
1.  Kathryn Learner Family Trust v. Wilson, __ Wn. App. __, __ P.3d __, No. 31581-9-III at 5 (Sept. 4, 2014). 

2.  Id. at 5–6 (citing CR 8(a)). 

3.  Id. 

4.  Id. at 5. 

5.  Id. at 6–7 (citing CR 9(g)). 

6.  Id. at 7 (citing United Indus., Inc. v. Simon-Hartley, Ltd., 91 F.3d 762, 764 (5th Cir. 1996)).  

7.  Lujan v. Santoya, 41 Wn.2d 499, 501, 250 P.2d 543 (1952). 

8.  State ex rel. A.N.C. v. Grenley, 91 Wn. App. 919, 930, 959 P.2d 1130 (1998). 

9.  See Beckmann v. Spokane Transit Auth., 107 Wn.2d 785, 789–90, 733 P.2d 960 (1987).  

(Continued from page 6) 

 

*drumroll* 

 
 

Friday, November 14, 2014, starting around 4:30 p.m. 
At the Local Public House: 1427 Railroad Ave. 

 
“Young/young-at-heart/new/new-to-the area” lawyer 

no-host happy hour 
 
 

All are welcome! 
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5 Tips that will Set You Apart as a Family Law Attorney or CDFA  

 

 If you include some or all of these 5 elements into your divorce settlements, you will set yourself apart from 

the majority of family law attorneys and CDFAs who do not know these principles of mortgage qualifying. As a Re-

al Estate Divorce Specialist and Certified Mortgage Planner, it is my obligation to apply these principles in the con-

text of a specific case wherein a client is actually qualifying, real-time, for a mortgage transaction. (These include, 

especially, refinances to remove a spouse from the mortgage obligation, refinancing to include a buyout to an ex-

spouse and purchasing a new home using support as qualifying income, et al).  

 

Of course there is a disclaimer – DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME. You can actually 

describe and discuss these principles in meetings to the benefit of all concerned. But, 

as in all of mortgage qualifying, your client needs a specific Assessment/Approval 

with recommendations for the settlement. I can certainly help you with that.  

First, structure income as support income wherever possible. You will see (#3) 

that, in the mortgage world, there is a difference between income and qualify-

ing income. And, certain rules of mentation apply. Whereas child or spous-

al support requires a pay history of 3-6 months, receipt of payments from a 

“note” or “payout” requires a 12-month pay history. In a recent case, the 

agreement was for one spouse to pay $3,000/month in child support and $5,000 in a payout over time for the 

other spouse’s interest in a company. Mortgage guidelines require a longer pay history for the payout of the 

“note” (12 months) than they do for child support (3-6 months). So, while the spouse is receiving $8,000 

each month, her qualifying income is only $3,000/month (after the required history of payments has been 

received and documented). 

 

Secondly, get the clients to begin support payments IMMEDIATELY if at all possible. You will see (in #3) that 

a pay history must be developed. So why would a husband, for example, want to begin paying child support 

or – gasp – spousal support before final divorce or before/without some order from the court (vis a vis a final 

decree of divorce or other orders)? It’s really straight-forward – that husband wishes for his wife to refinance 

the mortgage in order to remove it from his liability, perhaps to roll in a buyout to him of an agreed amount 

or for her to be able to purchase a home nearby for their children’s wellbeing. These are personal reasons 

why it is in the best interest of all concerned. But, how could a payer manage to begin “supporting” his/her 

own children and spouse when, many times, they are already doing this by making the mortgage payments 

and buying the groceries? Actually, it’s easier than one might think. If, for example, a husband will be pay-

ing child and/or spousal support to his wife and she will be refinancing the mortgage into her own name and 

liability, he can begin support payments to her and she can, in turn, make the current mortgage payments and 

buy the groceries with her new income. As the colloquialism goes, “it’s six one and half-dozen the other.” 

This is more than “gaming the system.” It’s creating a documented paper trail that shows the husband’s abil-

ity and willingness to make support payments – a real key in mortgage qualifying. Here’s a sub-tip: Make 

sure that the payer pays from their sole/separate bank account into the payee’s sole/separate bank account. 

Payments to or from joint accounts do not count.  

 

Thirdly, remember the 3/36 or 6/36 rule. The 3 and the 6 represent months. For FHA loans, a “pay history” of 3 

months of support payments must be documented. For conventional (aka Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac) –

generally preferred – the requirement is more stringent, 3 to 6 months. The borrower must have received 3 

months (FHA) or 3 to 6 months (conventional) of support income in order for that amount to be considered 

“qualifying income.” But, that’s not all. The second number – the 36 – represents the number of months 

which the support income must continue after loan closing. Note that this is after loan closing, not after final 

(Continued on page 9) 
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divorce. This is critical because when an attorney thinks of “continuance” 

they are generally thinking of how long some provision may continue after 

its start date or final divorce. Mortgage guidelines apply to the date on 

which the loan closes. One more thing – 35 months will not suffice. It must 

be 36 or more months remaining in the support payment schedule. Yes – 

it’s that tight. There are some variations – none which are more lenient – to 

this rule. About one year ago, many conventional financing guidelines 

changed from requiring 3 months to now requiring 6 months of pay histo-

ry. The 3 year (or 36 months) rule has been standard for many years now 

and also guides other types of income. For example, for wage-earner borrowers, there is the same expecta-

tion for 3 or more years of employment. The standard Verification of Employment form has a box for 

“Probability of Continued Employment.” Most employers avoid answering that question for obvious reasons. 

But, if there is a definite end to employment (as in the case of a wage earner who is also under a contract 

with the employer) that is stated as earlier than 3 years after projected loan closing, the applicant’s income 

cannot be considered as “qualifying.”  

 

Fourthly, convert assets to an income stream when there is a potential need for the recipient to qualify (with sup-

port income) for a mortgage. In higher net worth divorces, there is often a transfer or division of financial 

assets to “equalize” the property settlement. While such an agreement may satisfy a logical agreement to 

split assets, it often leaves the recipient of such large assets without qualifying income and, therefore, with-

out the ability to obtain their own financing. How many times has this happened? Two attorneys, two clients 

and a couple of ancillary personnel are seated around a large conference room. One attorney says, concerning 

opposing client, “Well, we’re giving her $300,000, the house is worth at least a $1,000,000 and the mortgage 

is only $100,000; any bank would be happy to have that loan.” Well, maybe so. But, after January 1, 2014, 

when the CFPB's new rules kick in it will be virtually illegal to make that loan without the client having their 

own, separate income from some other source. And even now, there would be no standard (FHA or conven-

tional) mortgage available for that scenario. Why? No income. (Actually, $300,000 can possibly be consid-

ered as $833/month – 1/360th of $300,000. But, that income wouldn’t service the taxes on such a property). 

But, by dividing $300,000 into, let’s say 46 months, the qualifying Income could be about $6,520/month. 

Now, we have something in the range of qualifying for a real mortgage. 

 

Never rely on what you’ve heard “on the street” or  what an amateur  advises. Always call to ver ify. Call 

me, have your client call me, have the other attorney call me – but call. Even though I am giving you these 

tips – even outlined as principles – no tip or principle is as important as involving a professional Divorce-

Mortgage Specialist. And the earlier someone calls the better for everyone. Guidelines are in a constant state 

of flux. Many lenders “layer” their own guidelines on top of FHA/VA/Fannie/Freddie guidelines.  

I’ve given some general guidelines which could be subject to change, but have remained in their present 

form for quite a while. If you had to memorize only one of these tips – make it #5. Always call. I’ll help 

sort it out.  

Marie Bjornson, CPA/Mortgage Banker   

NMLS #111765 |  (360) 676-9600 | marie@wa-mortgage.com  

Marie has been a Loan Officer and Branch Manager for 13 years, utilizing her expertise to assist her 
clients in all types of real estate financing.  Marie is a Bellingham "native". She holds a degree in In-
ternational Business, with a minor in Latin American Studies. She is a licensed CPA, having worked in 
the financial field for 20 years, and speaks conversational Spanish. She has been active in real estate 
investing and financing for over 15 years, beginning in her early 20's.  Marie cleverly utilities her 
combined real estate and financial experience to the benefit of borrowers for all types of real estate 

financing.   Learn more at www.wa-mortgage.com , R EDS 

(Continued from page 8) 

mailto:marie@wa-mortgage.com
http://www.wa-mortgage.com


Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “An Evening with Murphy Evans” 

 Subtitle:    ‘Seeking Valhalla in Two Parts’ 

 2nd Subtitle:   A love story that starts with Loch Clark,  

    ends in a haze listening to Dennis Kole  

    play an ergonomic electric guitar, and  

    facilitated by Bethany Allen, Bryan Page, 

    Kirsten Barron and Murphy Evans! 

 

Part the First— On Mead and The Journey to Murphy  

 At some point in their career, every lawyer in common law de-

rived jurisdictions must ask themselves, which Germanic-derived in-

fluences on our legal system do I prefer?  Do I prefer the legal con-

ventions and codes of the West Saxons as developed by Ælfrǣd the Great (b.849 – d.899), or do I ad-

here to the theories of the Norsemen applied over the portions of Britain under Danelaw? 1  Clearly, 

those of us who cleave and hold true to Wodin/Odin must prefer the Norse influences.  Plus… there is 

the mead.  I guess in the end, the mead is slightly more persuasive than trying to seek entry into Valhal-

la by being slain with my sword remaining in my hand.2 

 

 My love affair with Whatcom County’s own local mead was set off accidently by local attorney 

Loch Clark,3 about five years ago, when he brought a bottle of mead to my home for one of those par-

ties where the human occupancy levels violate various fire codes applicable to cramped apartments.  

The mead he brought was made right in Bellingham at the Honey Moon meadery.  One sip… and I was 

hooked.  I had had mead before, but this was the mead of kings!  The exact bottle was a Wassail, if I 

recall correctly, which is infused with spices and a little less 

sweet than some meads.   

 

 Now, wait.  Do you know what mead is?  Mead is what 

happens when you take honey, water it down to dissolve it and 

ferment it.  Traditionally, in our society, we associate it with Vi-

kings drinking it from a horn, but the earliest surviving descrip-

tion of this heavenly drink is in the hymns of the Indo-Aryan’s 

Ŗgveda,4 carried down to us from 4,000 years ago by the Hindus. 

 

 Whenever I am out, I ask for Honey Moon mead, but very rarely do restaurants and bars in 

Whatcom County seem to carry it (Bayou on the Bay is an exception!).  This has puzzled me for the 

last 5 years; it seems it is mere professional courtesy to carry at least one bottle in stock if there is a lo-

cal meadery in town!   

 

 It was only very recently, that someone mentioned to me in passing that it was the Whatcom 

(Continued on page 11) 
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http://bayouonbay.com/
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Bar’s very own Murphy Evans is the proprietor behind the Honey Moon.  For the last six months, I 

had been plotting to call Murphy in order to ask if Bryan Page and I could interview him, much like 

we did with Judge Kurtz in 2012.5   Yet, I thought I needed a hook… some bait, and I was mulling 

that over when serendipity provided me with just the intrigue I needed.  About 8 years ago or so, lo-

cal attorney Bethany Allen,6 had been given an entire case of mead as a wedding present, which is a 

lot of mead for anyone to handle, even newlyweds.  Like many wedding presents, the bulk of it got 

pushed to a dark corner of the house.  Bethany had recently heard me lecturing on the joys of Honey 

Moon mead and volunteered that she recalled that she might have a large quantity of very old mead.  

Despite group consensus and fear that it might have gone bad at this point, I signaled desire to ac-

quire the mead and take the risks as they come.  By the gods, I doubt any true WWU Viking would 

have shirked from an 8 year old bottle, so how could I?   

 

 I took on 8 or 9 bottles and it was a good gamble, the mead turned out to be in fine condition, 

and in fact was maybe even better than fresh mead!  Plus, I had my hook… I called Murphy up, in-

troduced myself and said “I don’t think we’ve met, but I’m a big fan of yours!  I have an 8 year old 

bottle of Honey Moon mead, care to do a blind taste test, new against old?”  Murphy was enthusias-

tic, but immediately began to lay down disclaimers about the differences between vintages and types 

of honeys used from year to year, in proper lawyerly fashion.  It turns out, I didn’t really need the 

bait, as Murphy is outgoing, affable and was a big fan of Poetry Corner (ran in WCBJ from Dec. 

2011 to Feb. 2013), and he was up for an evening of fun. 

 

Part the Second— On Murphy 

 Bryan Page and I met Murphy at Rock n Rye…. A fairly new (and good) venue, just up the 

hill within a block of the Honey Moon itself.  Murphy had the good idea that we should talk and eat 

before heading to the Honey Moon.  I set my digital recorder on the table, let him know this would 

end up in the bar archives and we began (we only had to go “off the record” once!).  Long story 

short: Murphy has had an interesting life, and a courageous one, never letting convention hold him 

back from chasing his passions. 

 

 Before ever coming to the practice of law Murphy had a few careers and adventures that saw 

him crisscross the entire South.  After graduating from the University of North Carolina he set out to 

pursue a career in journalism.  He worked at the Anniston Star in Alabama for three and a half years, 

covering the width and breadth of news. After a while of doing this, however, he decided to quit to 

follow his desire: to write the Great American Novel! 

  

 While he had been covering the backwaters of Alabama, he had been collecting bits and pieces 

of material for his novel, and he knew he would never write his novel unless he dedicated himself to 

writing full time.  So he quit, and for a year-and-a-half, wrote the Great American Novel.  His first 

draft had 48 main characters in 12 different interweaving story lines.  Subsequent drafts whittled this 

down significantly, and when he was done he found he had indeed written the Great American Nov-

el.  Only, in Murphy’s words “It was fantastic, but no one wanted to buy it!” 

 

 Deciding he needed to eat again, he took a job as a teacher in a private school in Atlanta, 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

http://www.rockrye.com/
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where he taught 6th graders and 11th graders… and observed that in the 6th grade “the girls were 

in charge” and were confident, but by the time 11th grade rolls around the genders roles seem to 

shift unfortunately.  He loved teaching, but after awhile  his journalist instinct took over again 

and on his weekends he started driving up into the hills and began collecting the oral histories of 

religious Snake Handlers.  Yes, you read that correctly... snake handlers.  Again, he set his focus 

on writing a book on these religious snake handlers and wrote his second book.  The market, for 

books on snake handlers however, did not prove to be large. 

 

 After this adventure, he decided he might like a family some day, and in order to have a 

family one needs income sufficient to buy food for more than one person.  So, before long, he 

decided to quit his teaching job to go to the University of Virginia for law school (law = $$$$, 

right?).  At this point in the interview, I distracted Murphy by asking if he was married when he 

went to law school and he told me one of the most amazing love stories I have heard, involving 

knowing his current wife Anna in college as a somewhat hostile party (except one intense con-

versation about T.S. Eliot); coincidently meeting her five years later in a bar in Nairobi, Kenya; 

coincidently meeting her five more years later when on his 3rd day of law school, coming out of 

torts class, the crowded hallway parted and she walked right up to him like an angel, 3 dates lat-

er, fourteen years and two days after they first met they were engaged! 7   

 

 Two years later, he was clerking  in Seattle at a big downtown firm, when friends of theirs 

said “You should practice law in Bellingham.”  “What’s Bellingham?” Murphy said, and decided 

to visit, and they fell in love at first visit.  So in the summer of 1996, he took a 6-month Rule 9 

contract with the Whatcom Public Defender’s office and made the leap!  Nineteen years later, he 

is still here and still practicing law!   Now, at about this point in the interview, Kirsten Barron8 

crashed the interview and gave us a glowing review of Murphy's progeny… my notes from this 

portion of the interview get very confusing, and we were two drinks in, but I am going to blame 

Kirsten for keeping us laughing and escaping on a high note.   

 

 When my notes get coherent again, I was pulling out 

one of those 8-year old bottles of Mead to give to Murphy, and 

asking him about mead.  In the picture to the right here ——> 

you will see the old design on the left and the new design of 

his flagship “Lover’s Mead (n.k.a ‘Mead’)”  Someone had 

mentioned to me that the characters on the label kinda resem-

bled Murphy and his wife Anna, while others disagreed, so I 

asked about that, and in fact it is Murphy & Anna!  He then 

told us about how the very term “Honeymoon” comes from 

giving newly weds Mead for a lunar month to increase… well, 

you know, good times! 

 

 He then told us about the making of mead, and how it 

started from his extensive home microbrew and wine making.  

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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He now buys 55 gallon drums of honey from Skagit County, and every year the honey and its flavor 

(thus the mead as well) is different depending on the weather and the flowers the bees visit.  We al-

so learned that a bee in its lifetime makes like 1/8th of a teaspoon of honey… so these drums repre-

sent the work of tens of thousands of bees.  As Murphy told us about the making of mead (attn. Bel-

lingham folk:  NO ARTIFICIAL COLORS OR FLA-

VORINGS), I took the opportunity to depose our 

waitress about why they weren’t carrying Honey 

Moon mead. 

 

Before we left the restaurant to head to the Hon-

eymoon, I got my own journalistic scoop:  Much 

like prior adventures in his life, where he left behind 

convention to pursuit his passions, Murphy Evans is 

taking an indefinite leave of absence from the law, to 

put his time and energy into Honey Moon! 

 

Excited for Murphy and congratulating him, we head-        Dennis Kole jamming at open mic night  

-ed down to his pride and joy, the Honey Moon, which he and his wife have turned into an amazing 

venue with open mic nights and lots of local talent and character.  Our blind taste-test between new 

and old was spectacular, each vintage was so good in their own unique and different ways, that we 

ended up mixing them together to make a delicious “blended mead” (uh… COPYRIGHT RDM, 

Sorry Murphy! ), as Murphy mused about the difference in ingredients between now and then.  As it 

was open Mic night, we got the unexpected surprise of Dennis Kole8 appearing and serenading us 

with some fantastic guitar playing. 

 

Some 3 or 4 bottles in, Murphy imparted to us his key to successfully practicing law:  “Find people 

you like to be around and practice law with them and life is great.  I love the people I practice with 

and so I have loved practicing law.” 

       ~R! 

Endnotes 
1– Briefly:  Under West Saxon: Wessex, Sussex, Kent and southern Mercia; Under Danelaw:  Northumbria, Essex, 

East Anglia and northern Mercia. 

2–  Then again, they do say the pen is mightier than the sword, and many lawyers practice right into the grave, so 

perhaps I will manage to gain entry and be one of the chosen litigator-warriors at the onset of Ragnarok. 

3– You can find him at Zender Thurston representing creditors and practicing real estate law.  Though maybe credit 

for bringing the mead should go to his considerate wife, Jenny. 

4–  e.g. Ŗgveda Book 5 v. 43:3–4, or Book 8 v. 5:6. 

5–  “Hunting Down a W ashington Justice of the Peace (aka Dinner with Judge Kurtz),”  Whatcom County Bar Jour-

nal, November 2012 at 17-19.  See also correction to article in WCBJ, December 2012 at 2.  

6–  You can find her at Shepherd & Abbot engaging in civil litigation. 

7–  The story is actually a lot more extensive and amazing, probably worthy a whole article unto itself– but I guess it 

will just be saved in transcript form in the bar archives once the transcription gets done.  Murphy also claims Anna 

tells it better. 

7–  You can find her at Barron Smith Daugert engaging in business and employment law. 

8–  You can find him at Robinson and Cole, engaging in employment and disability law. Trivia: I own his old house. 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ragnar%C3%B6k
http://www.zenderthurston.com/people/laughlan-loch-clark/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv05043.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv08005.htm
http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201211.pdf
http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201211.pdf
http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201212.pdf
http://tinkertourusa.org/about/tinkertour/
http://www.saalawoffice.com/Attorneys/Bethany
http://www.barronsmithlaw.com/2012/kb.html
http://robinsonandkole.com/dennis-kole/
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Legal Transcription Service 

Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C. 

Fast * Accurate * Reliable 

Serving Whatcom County’s legal community since 2004. 

 
Let us transcribe your documents.  24 hour turn-around, $6.50 per page.  Pick-

up and delivery service in Bellingham.  Receive your drafts on disk or by email for 

easy changes!  Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews, 

GAL reports . . . you name it!  Resume and references available upon request. 

We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files. 

Express Legal Transcription, 

L.L.C. 

Sue Fox-Golombek  

Phone: (360) 734-7920 

             (360) 739-6707 

Fax:      (360) 734-7920 

express@openaccess.org 
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You are reading this aren’t you? 

 

You too should be advertising right... 

 

HERE! 
 

New and Old Sponsors… did you know as of today, if you pay 

your sponsorship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 

5% discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you get a 10% 

discount!!!!  Who knows what the Editor will offer you if you 

want to pay for a decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Whatcom County Bar Association 

October 1, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 

12:13 Meeting Called to Order by President McCandlis 

 

Many new members and new state bar members were present.   

 

September minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Olivia Burkland reported the latest numbers.  Bottom line is 48,256.45 

 

Olivia solicited ideas for use of the money.   

 

The report was unanimously approved. 

 

Events/Announcements 

Peacebuilders Banquet – President McCandlis was looking for interested folks to attend the 

gala with her. 

 

Committee Reports 

LAW Advocates – Mike Hiestand reported.   

 

Had an inspiring story about last-minute fill-in at Street Law and how well the response 

was to the plea for help. 

 

Old Business 

None. 

 

New Business –  

None. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Heather Wolf, Partner at Brownlie Evans Wolf & Lee spoke to us about Mari-

jwhatnow.  Marijuana Legalization in Washington.  President McCandlis provided an interview 

piece to introduce the topic – if you weren’t there go check it out on YouTube.  It’s far out, man.  

 

 

By: Thomas P. Lyden 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


