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Thank You!  
I’ve had more fun than I thought I would. 

 
 

 I have sincerely enjoyed my year as the Whatcom County Bar 

Association President.  I’ve had more fun than I thought I would. I 

never formally stated my goals as President but I have surpassed 

them!  

 Being goal oriented, three issues that require my attention:  

1) Next year’s slate of officers. 2015 President Mark Kaiman propos-

es: Tom Lyden as Vice-President, David Brown as Secretary, Olivia Burk-

land as Treasurer.  Forgive me, these officers should have been submitted 

for your consideration at the November bar lunch. I will ask the membership 

to vote to approve the nominees at the December bar lunch.   

2) Next year’s budget. I have enclosed the budget below (SEE NEXT 

PAGE).  I am submitting a proposed balanced budget for your approv-

al.  

3) The ELMO.  A motion was made at the beginning of my term for the 
WCBA to purchase an ELMO for attorneys to use at Court.  Here is a link to 
look at the ELMO: http://www.elmousa.com/pog-bundle-mo-1-black-boxi-mp
-350   At the December meeting I will make a motion to purchase this 
ELMO.  The cost is $1,099.00 not including shipping or handling charges. 

 
 

I want to thank Mark, Tom and Olivia for their service as executive officers this past 

year.  I know they will keep our association on the right course.  Last, a big thank you to 

Rajeev!  Thank you for gently reminding me to write and submit my monthly article.  I’m 

horribly stubborn and when I feel like I’m being pushed I can dig in and fight back, yet 

somehow you got me to produce.  Kudos!    

  

 

The President’s Column 
  By Paula McCandlis, WCBA President 2014 

http://www.elmousa.com/pog-bundle-mo-1-black-boxi-mp-350
http://www.elmousa.com/pog-bundle-mo-1-black-boxi-mp-350
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Furnished Bay-view Office for Rent in Bellingham— $925/mo with free parking 
Quiet, private building only 6 blocks from courthouse.  Long-established law firm in building making 
changes due to retirement of a partner. Rent includes reception, telephone answering, use of con-
ference room, high speed internet, all utilities, and use of kitchen, copier (15¢ per page) and fax 
machine (LD phone charges only). Bookkeeping and secretarial services available as needed for ex-
tra charge. Parking lot for clients and free onstreet parking for you. Office available January 1, 2014.   
Please call 647-0234 for more information or to set up appointment to view office. 

Two offices for rent in Executive Suites on Prospect. Tenant will have shared use of two confer-

ence rooms, receptionist to answer phones and greet clients.  These two offices have their own indi-

vidual thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and 

free parking for clients. Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq. feet for 

$600.00 per month.  The other office is 216 sq. feet for $800.00 per month.   The monthly rental 

amount includes heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access.  Call Katti Esp at (360) 

715-3100.  

Shared Office Space Available in the Herald Building  $316/mo – includes a private office with 

large window overlooking Bellingham Bay and Sehome Hill, plus shared common areas of reception 

area, file storage room and small kitchenette with microwave and small fridge (total office space is 

420 sq ft).  A large conference room is available for meetings at no extra charge. Free client parking 

across the street and tenant parking for $50/mo. I also have a spare desk and chairs if needed, or 

bring your own. Rent includes heat/electricity and hi-speed internet. Email: deans.dawn@gmail.com. 
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Civil Procedure Corner 
By Bryan L. Page * 

  

Testimony By Pro Se Litigants in Jury Trials 
1
 

Litigating against a non-lawyer representing themselves pro se can 

sometimes be challenging. They usually do not follow the court rules. 

They usually argue crazy things that do not make sense or have no ra-

tional basis in the law. And most unsettling, you usually do not know 

what they are going to say at any given time in the courtroom. This can 

be especially troubling if you are trying a jury trial case against a pro se 

party.  

 

If the pro se party puts himself or herself on the stand to testify, they could say anything. Their tes-

timony could include highly prejudicial testimony that would otherwise be excludable by the rules 

of evidence. For example, they could decide to talk about settlement discussions, or insurance cov-

erage, or hearsay, etc. And once the jury hears inadmissible testimony, it cannot be taken back. 

While limiting instructions can sometimes be given, they may not be 100% effective. If the improp-

er testimony is highly prejudicial, a mistrial could be the only option.  

 

If the pro se party is on the witness stand talking away in narrative form, it will be very difficult to 

object before inappropriate testimony is given. Luckily, there is a way to prevent pro se parties 

from waxing poetically about whatever they want when they take the stand. 

 

Courts have the power to require pro se litigants to testify in a question and answer format. “It is 

well established that decisions regarding the manner in which the right to proceed pro se is imple-

mented are within the sound discretion of the trial judge.” 2  A “trial judge has broad discretion in 

deciding whether to allow narrative testimony.” 3  “Although pro se defendants are often permitted 

to testify in narrative form to facilitate presentation of their case, it is not necessarily an abuse of 

discretion to require a pro se defendant to use a question-and-answer format.” 4  

 

In non-jury trials where the judge is the finder of fact, courts generally recognize a narrative form 

of testimony can be appropriate, rather than question and answer testimony, where the case is heard 

by “an experienced trial judge who is presumed not to be influenced by matters which were hearsay 

or otherwise inadmissible and to be able to discriminate between the relevant and the irrelevant.” 5  

 

However, in jury trials, courts can determine that orderly procedure requires the opposing party to 

object to the pro se person’s testimony.6  This is especially the case when there is good reason to 

believe the pro se party may seek to introduce inadmissible evidence or evidence that has been ex-

cluded by motions in limine.7  In these circumstances, the trial court can exercise its discretion by 

ordering the pro se party to testify in question and answer format by asking himself or herself a 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country 

Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “I’m Out of Here… for a bit” 

 Subtitle:   ‘Rise Like a Phoenix, or a Zombie 

   as the case may be.’ 

  

 As I started putting the Journal together, I had a 

temperature of 102.5, which is pretty high for anyone.  I 

consider it extra high as my normal temp is cooler 97.6.        That’s me adventuring, can’t you tell? 

Now, however, as I type this, I am on day-three of my body temp hovering around 96 degrees, and 

trying to keep it up.  You know what else has a low body temperature?  Corpses.  Yup, I’m pretty 

much a dead man walking.  A zombie, as it were, as I seem to keep moving and meeting with cli-

ents and appearing in court.   

 

 This is pretty normative though, lawyers who work with me in the winter, know I am 

(Continued on page 17) 

question, allowing the other side the chance to object, and then answering his or her own ques-

tion. 8  

 

This helps prevent inadmissible testimony from reaching the ears of the jury. It can also be a use-

ful tactic to gain the upper hand on a pro se party who is not experienced in formulating proper 

questions that are not objectionable. This can help make trials against pro se parties a little less 

unpredictable. And when trying cases, any ability to decrease unpredictability should be utilized.  

 

 * Bryan Page is a shareholder at Carmichael Clark, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate 

litigation in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate 

disputes.  He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or BPage@CarmichaelClark.com.  

 
Endnotes 
1.  Thanks to Bill Knudsen for the topic idea and research.  

2.  State v. Joyner, 69 Wn. App. 356, 364, 848 P.2d 769 (1993). 

3.  Id. at 365.  

4.  Id. (internal footnote omitted). 

5.  Teufel v. Wienir, 68 Wn.2d 31, 37, 411 P.2d 151 (1966). 

6.  Joyner, 69 Wn. App. at 365. 

7.  Id. 

8.  Id.  

(Continued from page 5) 
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The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

Need legal assistance? Want to help a paralegal student do an in-

ternship? Bingo: A perfect combination! 
 

The library’s column this month features the Whatcom Community College’s amazing par-

alegal studies program. Why? Because the Law Library has benefited from many fantastic interns from the pro-

gram over the years. I’m on the program’s Advisory Board at the college and regularly have an intern help out at 

the library. Each student in the program is required to do practicum hours (usually unpaid) at a law office or other 

legal professional work setting in order to graduate. Many of them volunteer for LAW Advocates, too. We are 

always looking for lawyers interested in hiring interns  and it’s a great way to get help with a project, too. Here is 

more information below from the internship coordinator.    —Virginia 
_______________________ 

Law Library Website:  http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org   Phone: 360.676.6556 

Law Librarian: Virginia Tucker, MLS, PhD    Email: vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us  

Board of Trustees: Dean Brett, Perry Eskridge, Bill Knudsen, Jack Louws (ex officio), Dave McEachran (ex officio), Charles 

Snyder. 

Enrich your office with a paralegal student intern! 

The administration and faculty of Whatcom Community College (WCC) would like to express their gratitude for 

all who have supported WCC’s Paralegal Studies (PLS) program over the years. Your support of student intern-

ships, and your feedback, input and collaboration with us on the many details of the program have been vital to 

the improvements we continue to implement, as evidenced with each new set of graduates. 

At WCC, we believe the internship component of the PLS program offers students invaluable experience in their 

preparation to enter the workforce ready to contribute to the success of their employers and the clients they serve. 

We would therefore like to extend an invitation to all employers of paralegals to consider hosting one of our PLS 

students as an intern in your office and to help prepare them to be effective contributors to the legal community.  

WCC’s PLS student interns are available for up to 20 hours per week per academic quarter. Our students are high-

ly motivated and ready to apply their knowledge and skills. They are available to assist with daily tasks or to work 

on short-term projects. An additional benefit to you is that hiring an intern is a low-cost, low-risk method to iden-

tify and recruit future hires. WCC has a dedicated placement coordinator to assist you with the process and to pre-

pare students for your office. 

Program highlights: WCC’s PLS program offers an Associate in Science Degree and a Cer tificate for  stu-

dents with a bachelor’s degree. Both options provide students with the knowledge and skills for paralegal careers 

in public or private law offices and law-related agencies. In addition to extensive classroom studies, students in 

the program have the unique opportunity to gain real world experience through their participation in Street Law, a 

public free legal service. 

WCC greatly appreciates your consideration. For more information contact: 

Jan Adams 

Cooperative Education/Internships 

Whatcom Community College 

Phone: (360) 383-3700 

Email: jadams@whatcom.ctc.edu 
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Zender Thurston: 100 Years and Counting! . . . 

And Another Name Change! 
By Bryan L. Page* 
 

I never thought I'd live to be a hundred 

I never thought I'd get to do the things 

that all those other sons do, and they do. 

 

I never thought I'd ever have my freedom 

An age ago my maker was refusing me 

The pleasure of the view 

 

Moody Blues, I Never Thought I’d Live to be a Hundred, on TO OUR CHILDREN’S CHILDREN’S 

CHILDREN (Threshold Records 1969). Watch at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-

I3EWcnZF8.  

 

The year was 1914. Several major events occurred that would shape modern society going forward. 

The Panama Canal opened for business. Babe Ruth made his major league baseball debut. World 

War I began with the association of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. The Federal Reserve Bank of the 

United States opened for business. President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the 2nd Sunday in May 

to be Mother’s Day. Upton Sinclair released his book “The Jungle” about conditions in Chicago’s 

meatpacking plants. The Ford Motor Company instituted the 8 hour work day and the $5/day mini-

mum wage. 

 

But that’s not all. A great, landmark event also took place locally in Whatcom County in 1914. That 

year marked the beginning of the law firm currently known as Zender Thurston. And now, in 2014, 

Zender Thurston is proud and excited to celebrate its 100 year anniversary!  

 

 

100 Years of History and People 

 

Our firm began when Ralph B. LeCocq opened his law practice in Lynden, WA, in 1914. Like the 

Moody Blues, Mr. LeCocq probably never thought the firm he founded would live to be a hundred. 

Mr. LeCocq was joined by Einar Simonarson in 1936, and the two men practiced in Lynden togeth-

er the rest of their careers. Pete Visser later joined the firm in 1974. He still practices with us today 

as “of counsel” in Lynden.  

 

In the late 1970s Hal Thurston moved to Whatcom County with his wife Mary Swenson. Hal joined 

the firm promptly after arriving. But he had one condition: that the firm open an office in Belling-

ham. Soon thereafter the firm did indeed open an office in Bellingham. The firm moved to its cur-

rent location at 1700 D Street in 1992. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-I3EWcnZF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-I3EWcnZF8
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I am always struck by all the different, prominent lawyers who have practiced at Zender Thurston. 

Many of them still practice in Whatcom County. I would try to name them all, but I am afraid I 

would leave many people out.  

 

 

100 Years of Names and Changes 

 

Like most law firms in the past, the firm’s name was often a list of the last name of every current 

partner at the time. As partners came and went, the name of the firm changed . . . and changed of-

ten: 

 

R.B. LeCocq, Attorney at Law 

↓ 

LeCocq & Simonarson 

↓ 

LeCocq, Simonarson & Durnan 

↓ 

LeCocq, Simonarson, Syre & Johnson 

↓ 

LeCocq, Simonarson, Visser & Johnson 

↓ 

Simonarson, Visser & Johnson 

↓ 

Simonarson, Visser, Johnson, Zender & Brandt 

↓ 

Simonarson, Visser, Zender, Brandt, Thurston & Miller 

↓ 

Simonarson, Visser, Zender, Thurston 

↓ 

And so on, and so on, and so on, until:  

↓ 

Zender Thurston 

 

As Winston Churchill once said, “To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.” So of 

course the changes were an attempt to be perfect.  

 

But despite all the changes, there remained one constant. The “Simonarson” name featured promi-

nently for many years. Those who knew Mr. Simonarson speak fondly of him. And his name be-

came almost permanently moored at the front of the firm’s name . . . so much so that people used to 

refer to the firm simply as “the Simonarson firm.” In fact, some attorneys in town still jokingly refer 

to the firm as “the Simonarson firm.” But the firm has always strived to look forward, as evidenced 

by its name changes. Since 2003, the firm has been known simply as Zender Thurston. But many 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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changes have occurred at the firm even since 2003. 

 

As many of you know, Dan Zender retired in 2007, and we lost a great friend when he passed away 

in 2011. Hal Thurston retired in 2012, and he is likely traveling in some far-off exotic place as we 

speak. And Deborra Garrett was elected to the superior court bench in 2013, which probably keeps 

her busy. All three were longtime partners and are missed. 

 

However, “Change brings opportunity” (Nido Qubein). And “when you are through changing, you 

are through”  (Bruce Barton). Thus, “Our only security is our ability to change”  (John Lilly). So we 

should “Change before [we] have to” (Jack Welch).  

 

We have taken these words to heart and embraced change recently by welcoming several new law-

yers to the firm in the last few years: Jolyn Hunt (insurance defense); Tim Potts (business, real es-

tate, tax); and Michael Kleps (trusts, estates, elder law).  

 

 

Another Name Change – But Same Law Firm  

 

In another step in embracing all these recent changes, Zender Thurston has just changed its name 

(again). We are excited to announce our firm’s name has changed to Carmichael Clark, P.S.  

 
 

However, “time, which 

changes people, does not alter 

the image we have retained of 

them” (Marcel Proust). “Just 

because everything is differ-

ent doesn’t mean anything 

has changed” (Irene Peter). 

And “we did not change as 

we grew older; we just be-

came more clearly our-

selves” (Lynn Hall).   

 

Thus, the name change does 

not reflect a change in the 

firm’s culture or values. We 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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remain committed to the same values that have always driven us: to effectively and efficiently help 

our clients meet their legal needs. Carmichael Clark looks forward to continuing to serve clients for 

the next 100 years. After all, as the great band Bon Jovi once sang: 

 

Time ain’t nothing but time 

It’s a verse with no rhyme 

Man, it all comes down to you 

 

Change ain’t nothing but change 

Just the faces and the names 

But you know we’re gonna make it through 

 

I’ll believe 

When you don’t believe in anything 

 

[chorus] 

I’m gonna hold you ‘til your hurt is gone 

Be the shoulder that you’re leaning on 

I’ll be standing here 

For the next 100 years 

If it all should end tonight 

I’ll know it was worth the fight 

And we’ll be standing here 

For the next 100 years 

 

Bon Jovi, Next 100 Years, on CRUSH (Island Records 2000). Watch at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=tjSRY0kl61w.  

 

* Bryan Page is a shareholder at Carmichael Clark, P.S. (formerly Zender Thurston) and practices 

civil trial and appellate litigation in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, com-

mercial, and real estate disputes.  He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or 

BPage@CarmichaelClark.com.  

(Continued from page 10) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjSRY0kl61w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjSRY0kl61w
mailto:BPage@CarmichaelClark.com
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SOUTH FORK LAW 
 

As many of you know, Dave Nelson, Doug Hyldahl and Jill Bernstein have been taping a 

show called South Fork Law.  

 

 This show broadcasts on local low power radio stations KAVZ and KMRE. The show fo-

cuses on issues related to law and justice. The show was inspired by our collective desire to tell 

the stories that shape our local legal scene. We became aware that even the best educated, most 

concerned members of our community did not know what was happening in our courts or what 

they could expect from lawyers or from our judges. We have asked many of you to tell your sto-

ries, explain how and why you became lawyers, how you practice law, what justice looks like to 

you and how legal decisions are made that affect the lives of the community. 

 

Low power radio is community radio. Each of the low power radio stations transmits to a 

small focused part of the community but the stations also stream on line and have the potential to 

reach people around the planet. We hope that you will help to support the show and the stations 

that feature South Fork Law.  

 

 Please let us know if you would like to be a guest or if you have topics that should be con-

sidered on the show. Additionally, we ask that you help to underwrite South Fork Law. Like pub-

lic radio, advertising is not allowed on low power radio stations. Instead, businesses and individ-

uals can show their support through tax deductible donations. Supporters are thanked on the air 

with this announcement: “This show is brought to you through the generous support of the XYZ 

Law Firm. Bellingham’s source for probate, wills and criminal defense”, or whatever language 

you think best describes your practice. These announcements can also include contact infor-

mation and can be included on stations’ web pages. You will find that underwriting low power 

radio to be a budget friendly way to have your firm become known to the community. 

 

 Much less expensive than the Yellow Pages.....and a great way to show your support for 

South Fork Law. 

 

You can listen to South Fork Law on KMRE 102.3 on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. and on 

KAVZ 102.5 on Mondays at 8:00 a.m., Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. and Fridays at noon. If you 

cannot hear us live on your radio or your computer, you can find copies of all of our taped shows 

at http://www.bellcoho.com/community/SouthForkLaw.  

 

 KSVR hosts South Fork Law on ****here add content***  or not. To explore underwriting 

opportunities at KMRE you can contact the new station manager Suzanne Blais at Su-

zanne@sparkmuseum.org. To explore underwriting opportunities at KAVZ you can contact sta-

tion manager Jim Abernathy at Jim@missionaccomplishedacademy.com  

(Continued on page 13) 
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Whatcom County’s pioneering Street Law program to celebrate 20 years 

of service 

Bellingham Mayor Kelli Linville proclaims December 3rd LAW Advocates’ 

Street Law Day 
By Anderson McLaurin 

 

 In recognition of Street Law’s 20th Anniversary, 

Bellingham, Wash., Mayor Kelli Linville has officially 

proclaimed December 3, 2014 as “Street Law Day.”  

 

 No one is happier – or more surprised – by the 

recognition than Breean Beggs, who was just 30 years 

old when, as part of a joint program between the county’s 

volunteer lawyer program (now known as LAW Advo-

cates) and the Young Lawyers of Whatcom County, he 

and a small group other newly minted attorneys launched 

the program on Saturday afternoons at the corner of Rail-

road Avenue and Magnolia in downtown Bellingham in 

the summer of 1994.   

 

 Beggs said the program was initially targeted at “street youth,” and finding a positive way to 

engage young people, but it quickly turned into something bigger.  Beggs said Street Law was cre-

ated to help break down the barrier between lawyers and those who needed legal aid, but had no re-

al means of attaining it.  

 

 The idea was that if lawyers made themselves visibly available to answer questions with a 

sign that simply said “Talk to a Lawyer Free,” the typically intimidating factors of speaking with an 

attorney would disappear.  “We noticed that people who needed help had to go through so many ad-

ministrative hurdles,” he said. “We set it up so that there were few barriers to service. The only 

thing we asked them for was their first name.”  The concept took off. 

 

 Street Law has grown from an 8-week summer program, with volunteer lawyers literally sit-

ting behind tables on a downtown sidewalk, to a year-round event held biweekly at the Bellingham 

Public Library with dozens of volunteer attorneys now providing legal help and guidance to about 

1,000 people a year.    

 

 The beauty of Street Law, Beggs said, is that it not only benefits those who need – but can’t 

afford – legal help, but also the lawyers who participate. Indeed, one of the most interesting things 

about the program, he said, was that while it was started to help people overcome their fear of talk-

ing to a lawyer, it also worked in reverse. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 



 

 “Lawyers – especially those who didn’t have regular experience in typical ‘Street Law is-

sues,’ like family law or landlord tenant work -- were scared to volunteer, wondering what they 

could offer,” Beggs said.  But he said that changed quickly. The experience was often transform-

ative for both client and lawyer.  “It’s definitely a win-win, for clients and lawyers,” he said. 

“The average person doesn’t know the law. So the average attorney can create profound, power-

ful change. It can change a person’s life in that moment.”  That experience – providing real help 

to those in need -- can give lawyers a great sense of pride and joy, he said. 

 

 Beggs believes the program, which he talked about at a national meeting of the American 

Bar Association a few years after its inception, was the only one like it in the country at the time. 

(Spokane, where Beggs lives today, now offers a similar service.) He loves that it has become a 

staple in the legal community of Whatcom County.  Too many pro bono programs “guilt” law-

yers into donating their time, he said.  “That strategy never felt right to me,” Beggs said.  

 

 A program like Street Law, he said, doesn’t obligate a lawyer to providing help beyond his 

or her three-hour commitment.  Beggs said the experience also reminded many volunteers why 

they wanted to become a lawyer in the first place. He recalled one volunteer, Amy Robinson, 

telling him, “The day I did Street Law was my favorite day of the week.” 

 

 In addition to the “feel good” effect, the program can provide lawyers with new training 

and skills. Today, new volunteers can mentor under veteran Street Law attorneys and even take a 

special Street Law CLE that covers the most common legal issues that come up.  

 

 In addition to the mayor’s December 3, 2014, Street Law Day proclamation, the Whatcom 

County Bar Association will also be recognizing Street Law at its bar luncheon the same day 

with the first ever President’s Pro Bono Service Award.   

 

 “Bellingham should be very proud of Street Law,” said Mike Hiestand, executive director 

of LAW Advocates, the volunteer lawyer program in Whatcom County that administers the pro-

gram. “Right now, the justice system doesn’t work for far too many. Fortunately, we live in a 

place where nearly half of the lawyers work with us in some way to provide free legal help to 

those that would otherwise probably fall through the cracks. That’s truly remarkable.” 

 

 To mark the special occasion LAW Advocates will be drawing the name of one of its 2014 

volunteers to win a donated trip to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  “Viva la Street Law!” said Hiestand. 

 

Anderson McLaurin is a volunteer at LAW Advocates of Whatcom County. A graduate of Wash-

ington State University, he plans to start law school in the Fall of 2015. 

 

 

(Continued from page 13) 
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On Process Serving & GPS 
Introduction by Robin K Mullins, Senior WaCPS : 
 
 The author of the following article is Robert Dayton. Mr. Dayton was a process server in a 
former life. However, for many years now, he has been creating software for the process server in-
dustry. He recently posted the following on his blog. It was picked up by long time California pro-
cess server Jeff Karotkin who posted it on my Center for Process Server Education FaceBook 
page. 
 
 Technology is rapidly changing every aspect of the legal profession. Not all of those changes 
are for the better. Not all of them support justice.  
 

 Mr. Dayton gave me permission to "clean up" his wording but I've chosen to not do so. As 
you will note, he is a bit rough around the edges but, I can assure you, he knows what he is talking 
about.  
 

-----------------------  

GPS is bullshit. Tell your clients so they know.  
 
Today the big trend in process serving is for everyone to be taking photos and doing GPS to sup-
posedly offer "evidence" that the process server was actually at the place they said they were. 
 
Process serving agencies are buzzing around with their GPS apps and feasibility analysis and talk-
ing about "proof" and "verification". Some judges are even liking to see this in the courtroom. 
 
I'm pretty up to date on the technology. I wrote one of those apps. In fact, I wrote the app that has 
market share in New York where all this started.  
 
I wrote it because people wanted it. The truth is that there is no way to verify any of this crap. 
 
To defeat ANY of the apps out there, all you have to do is Google "GPS SPOOFER". You can get 
one for your iPhone or for your Androids and you can make it think you are anywhere at any time. 
 
Even my app which watermarks the photo on the phone itself is easily fooled by the spoofers. 
 
Go back to trusting your process servers. There are many good ones and a few bad ones just like 
anything else. It helps a lot to analyze the data, but GPS and photos (which could have been taken 
by anyone at any time) really shouldn't be held up as "evidence" or "proof". 
 
If you ever called me into a courtroom to attack this "proof", opposing counsel would be laughed 
out of the courthouse. 
 
Try the spoofers yourself and educate the judges in your area before they educate themselves and 
wonder why attorneys are introducing crap like that as evidence. 
 
Don't let your competitors rope in your clients with marketing bullshit. 
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wracked with coughing and death for most of the cold season.  I wonder if I would survive taking 

my compromised immune system to the 3rd world?  I guess we’ll find out… as off I go, taking a 

month-long (and a bit more) break from the practice of law.  I’ve fired my least favorite clients, and 

given my favorites to other lawyers.  The last thing I have to do to shut down and escape, is get this 

publication out.  And since I’m dying, I’ll save my strength and just give you the pictorial preview 

of where I will drag my body, hopefully rejuvenating it to rise like a Phoenix in the New Year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step I 

1. Show up in Dubai. 

2. Engage in illegal dice game outside of the airport to secure housing for the night. 

3. Infiltrate underground infidel fighting circuit. 

4. Meet oil rich sheikhs and camels and stuff. 

5.  ??????? 

6. PROFIT $$$$$$! 

7. Escape to where people (whom I’ve offended by spreading freedom to their wives) will never 

look: Bangladesh. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Step II 

1. Show up in Dhaka, Asia’s “Most Horrible City” 

2. Stand around at airport, knowing that the hotel I sent money to refused to respond to any e-mail 

requesting pickup, so trying to cobble together enough Bengali to acquire and direct a taxi down 

town in the middle of the night. 

3. Sleep. 

4. Stick out like a sore-thumb and get ripped off as I tool around the city for a few days gawking at 

monuments, triumphs, sins and other BIG city stuff.  Do this while trying not to die of pollution 

induced upper respiratory infection. 

 

 

Step III—This is where I don’t know what happens, so 

I’m just making up stuff here that I hope might happen. 

 

1. Leave civilization and wander rural Bangladesh to-

wards the Indian border. 

2. Do not offend agrarian religious fundamentalists, 

who are threatened by the freedom that radiates off me 

and which is attracting their wives. 

3. Do not get shot at the border, at the multi-level ex-

claved and enclaved borders (there is actually part of  

India inside a part of Bangladesh that is wholly encir-

cled by a part of India, that is wholly encircled by Bang-

ladesh, inside India, See example on next page). 
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Pretty Messed Up: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where was I...? 

 

Step IV—Still don’t know what’s gonna happen, more wishful thinking. 

 

1. Wander north Bengal, 

looking for one-horned 

rhinoceroses and tigers 

in primeval forests. 

2. Film a documentary tak-

ing place on a gondola.  

Like 2 hours of uncut 

gondola footage, where 

I say nothing but just 

stare at the passengers 

making them uncom-

fortable (this is actually 

a real documentary:  

http://www.imdb.com/

title/tt3103326/   It’s 

Awful. )        A Picture of Darjeeling! 

3. Climb the hills, tea plantations and mountains to Darjeeling.  See Everest at Sunrise?  Try not 

to freeze to death? 

4. Somehow get to Kolkata... by train? 

5. On my way to Kolkata, re-live Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. 

6. Buy stuff. Get culturally enriched.  Find place to e-mail people that I am still alive three weeks 

after I’ve left Blaine. 

 

Will I return regenerated like a Phoenix?  Will I make it back at all?  Stay tuned for next month’s 

issue.  I’ll be thinking of all you.  See you in the New Year!      ~R! 

(Continued from page 18) 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3103326/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3103326/


Legal Transcription Service 

Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C. 

Fast * Accurate * Reliable 

Serving Whatcom County’s legal community since 2004. 

 
Let us transcribe your documents.  24 hour turn-around, $6.50 per page.  Pick-

up and delivery service in Bellingham.  Receive your drafts on disk or by email for 

easy changes!  Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews, 

GAL reports . . . you name it!  Resume and references available upon request. 

We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files. 

Express Legal Transcription, 

L.L.C. 

Sue Fox-Golombek  

Phone: (360) 734-7920 

             (360) 739-6707 

Fax:      (360) 734-7920 

express@openaccess.org 
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You are reading this aren’t you? 

 

You too should be advertising right... 

 

HERE! 
 

New and Old Sponsors… did you know as of today, if you pay 

your sponsorship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 

5% discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you get a 10% 

discount!!!!  Who knows what the Editor will offer you if you 

want to pay for a decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Whatcom County Bar Association 

November 5 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 

12:17pm Meeting Called to Order by President McCandlis 

 

October Minutes unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Olivia Burkland reported the latest numbers.  Bottom line is 40,735.41.  

 

The report was unanimously approved. 

 

Events/Announcements 

 

Peacebuilders Banquet – President McCandlis was looking for interested folks to attend the gala with her on 11/14. 

 

Whistler Ski Bus is on!  Leaves Friday December 12 early morning will return around 1am on Saturday morning.  

$100/seat.  Contact Doug Shephard or Paula McCandlis to reserve your seat. 

 

Dominique Zervas is looking for a legal assistant. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

WWL – new officers were elected.  Stay tuned for announcments. 

 

Young Lawyers – Social hour time/date announced. 

 

LAW Advocates – Mike Hiestand reported.   

 

Cookbook for sale to raise money for LAW Advocates – makes a nice holiday gift. 

11/17 there will be a morning and afternoon CLE session. 

This will mark 20 years of Street Law.  December 3 will be Street Law Day and Mayor Linville will attend our 

December meeting and personally read the proclamation.   

Volunteer of the Month was Junga Subedar 

Volunteer of the Year?????  We’ll find out at the next meeting and they will earn a trip to PV, Mexico.  Must be 

present to win or you must have arranged a proxy via email.  Questions about this policy should be directed 

to Mr. Hiestand.   

 

Old Business 

 

Elmo update coming in December. 

 

New Business –  

 

President McCandlis announced her proposal to spend down the group’s coffers with significant donations.  Discussion was 

had.  Members expressed concern over board members of non-profits voting to give money to those respective organiza-

tions.  Concern was raised over whether our articles of incorporation statement of intention aligns with such charitable giv-

ing.  By motion, the matter was tabled for vote at the December meeting. 

 

Guest Speaker:  American Red Cross gave a brief talk on disaster preparedness.  The Red Cross website has free, but valua-

ble tools for preparation.  Remember, we live where earthquakes and floods are a real possibility.  Preparation is key.  Get a 

plan.  Get a kit together. 

 

 

By: Thomas P. Lyden 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


