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By Tom WGBIAnBresi dent 2016

1st Homework Assignment of the School Yea

| nstead of a column this n ;|
reading and homewor k for t he RN . n

Pl ease read the Memorandum
Over the past year or so, a om
Il ng the current WSBA byl aws. ro
certai nleaspect s

Pl ease read this metmo(rsacnmdeuwrh atn) tshwe
amendment s. | f you are more iIinterest
and encourtage debat e.

Pl ease al so & eaandd BB eytasnyr PRargiercstanv e |

GovernobeaRdesiodent , Brad Furl ong.
And finally, please email me wi t h
1Send t he wemaiclosnntec
2Pl ease indicate i f you would |1 ke
and | (and Google and the N.S. A. ,
comments as a guide in my capacity
3Pl ease send them by September 7. I
fnd would |like to know the though
41 f you are uncomfortable with emai
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http://www.wsba.org/~/media/Files/Legal%20Community/Bylaws%20Work%20Group/Bylaws%20Amendments/20160817Bylaws%20Workgroup%20Memo%20to%20BOG.ashx
http://www.wsba.org/~/media/Files/Legal%20Community/Bylaws%20Work%20Group/Bylaws%20Amendments/20160817Bylaws%20Workgroup%20Memo%20to%20BOG.ashx
http://www.wsba.org/Legal-Community/Committees-Boards-and-Other-Groups/Bylaws-Work-Group/Proposed-Bylaws-Amendments
http://www.wsba.org/Legal-Community/Committees-Boards-and-Other-Groups/Bylaws-Work-Group/Proposed-Bylaws-Amendments
mailto:wsbacomments@gmail.com
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Betty Brinson, J.D., P.S.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
1811 “C” Street (360) 734-1920
Bellingham, WA 98225-4017 fax (360) 734-1890
www.BetsyBrinson.com e-mail Betsy@BetsyBrinson.com

August 26, 2016

Brad Furlong

Governor — District 2
Furlong-Butler Attorneys
825 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon, WA. 98273
bef@furlongbutler.com

Re: Proposed By-law Changes

Dear Governor Furlong:

As a solo family law practitioner, I've had my fair share of concerns about the
development of the LLLT program, but this whole sale rewriting of the Bylaws of the Bar
Association and the way it is being pursued is both upsetting and very concerning. | like to
consider myself somewhat aware of what is going on within the Bar Association and | was
completely unaware of these proposed changes until | had a chance conversation with a
colleague on August 18, 2016. Fortunately, my colleague is very diligent about staying
current with Bar issues. Once | became aware, | was able to review the red-line draft
proposal of August 15, 2016, that finally got circulated on August 17, 2016. | see that this
was set for a first reading in Seattle on August 23, 2016 and that the proposal is that this be
voted on for adoption at the September 26, 2016 Board of Governor's meeting. This is four
business days’ notice for a meeting of major importance and barely four weeks' time for the
membership to give input to the Board of Governors on major changes to how our
Association will function, not the least of which is we won’t be an association any more. This
timeline is offensive and defies the concept of due process. The “insiders” may have been
working on this for two years, but it is the membership who is going to be impacted. We
should have a chance to process the proposed changes and debate them, before the Board
of Governors, who | thought was tasked with representing our interests, makes any changes.
A month is not an adequate amount of time for this process to take place. And, | am also
highly suspicious as to why there is what appears to be an attempt to ram this through before
the new Governors are seated in October.

Other than still being angry at the membership who had the audacity to say “no” to the
people who are supposedly working for the membership when the bill got too high and the
services weren't meeting our needs, what is the purpose of revoking our right to set our Bar
dues and turning that right over to the Supreme Court Justices? | also don’t understand the
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removal of all language about the Board of Governors being responsible toffor the
membership’s interest. How can it be in the interest of the membership to have a Board
running things that doesn’t have a fiduciary duty to the membership?

It is equally unclear to me why we would want to strike the word “association” from the
term Washington State Bar. Setting aside RCW 2.48.010 for the moment, | don't see any
logic, and has anyone considered the cost associated with changing stationary, signage,
logos and the like? Is everyone going to be issued a new Bar [Association] Card? | have to
assume that there will also be costs associated with changing all references from the “Board
of Governors” to “BOG”, and to accomplish what? Doesn’t “BOG” stand for “Board of
Governors™?

Why are we contemplating having unelected Governors who are not attorneys on the
Board of Governors? And, as several others have observed, not only are we contemplating
this, we are considering giving LLLTs and LPOs a disproportionate representation on the
Board. How does that make sense? Lawyers are a unique group of professionals who have
unique issues and challenges. The concepts of fiduciary duty, formal rules of professional
conduct, and conflicts of interest are concepts not readily understood by the non-lawyer.
And, maybe LLLTs understand these concepts, but | don’t know that LPOs do. And, just out
of curiosity, what happened to RCW 2.48.021, RCW 2.48.030 and RCW 2.48.035? Does the
Board of Governors now have the power to repeal or rewrite state statutes?

| also fail to understand why one of the clearest, most definitive, portions of the
existing Bylaws is being stricken; meetings shall be conducted by Robert’s Rules of Order.
What logic supports deleting a clear commandment of how meetings are to be conducted,
especially in conjunction with the complaints of lack of clarity of when minutes are required
and what formalities are required for various meetings?

My two other concerns from my cursory reading of all of these changes are, the stated
goal of reducing Governor workload, and whether it is an appropriate role for a Board of
Governor's taskforce to be deciding how individual Bar Sections must be structured and run?
Being elected to a Governor's position is a voluntary choice. Why would we members want
to have the responsibilities of an elected representative shifted to unelected employees of the
Bar? To put it colloquially, that sounds a bit like turning the keys of the asylum over to the
inmates. Bar section participation is strictly voluntary and unless there’s been some big
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complaint of how the sections have been functioning, why is the Bar as a whole Fiictating how
each is to be structured and run? Again, putting it colloquially, this is like a solution looking
for a problem.

Sincerely,

7 ,
/@/Mﬂ
Betty Brinson

W.S.B.A. #12190

cc: Karen Wilson, Governor-at-Large
Mario Cava, Governor-at-Large
Sean Davis, Governor-at-Large
Tom Lyden, Pres. Whatcom County Bar Assoc.
Rajeev Majumdar, Editor Whatcom County Bar News

Free to all WCBA membe]
email ad copy as MS Word . ¢
rajeev@northwhatcoml aw
by the 15th of the preced

Questions?-9@a®lol 360 527

Of fice Spat8eAvVanpbhbind JoWNer €0 mmiedrocwnatlo went!r e €

the street from City Hall, the Court Ho-648
191x6 112 orobemadhlo: : Co/nefsermesnicies . rcooom av
ants alhedn aNwotns .

Attorney Available to Afsrmer wbbhe OPeatt pw
Georgia and Washington, wil!/ assi st wiitnme yao
tance you need,Prvwhifers sy onane@GEandi whg ike eoda iv le g fa
own -wgqlul pped hPRPareesofvarcieabl e by compl eQontya
me directlGaracsl fOH d pp@Esk:&I6EC CAAT 6 H p366
Assistance in Sk&usbumoCadeso Bellingham.
42 years of trial experience in Texas, I nc
years, and 12 years as a trial judge. -cAviami

nal and civil . Cont ae/tb-<12 780 .r lmami dr. Damd oir d


mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net

PAGE 6

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR

% CARMICHAEL CLARK. PS.

BRYAN L. PACE | Attorney
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August 22, 2016

Bradford E. Furlong by email to

Governor — District 2, Washington State Bar Association bef@furlongbutler.com
Furlong Butler

825 Cleveland Avenue

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Re: Proposed WSBA Bylaws Changes 2016
Dear Brad:

I write to offer you my comments on the proposed WSBA bylaws changes to be considered at a
first reading by the WSBA Board of Governors at a special meeting on August 23, 2016. I am
also copying the at-large governors who represent the WSBA members as a whole. While |
would like to attend the meeting, the needs of my clients prevent me from attending.

As a whole, I oppose the changes and hope you will do the same at the BOG meetings in which
they are considered and potentially voted upon. The proposed changes will make the BOG and
the WSBA less democratic, less representative, and less diverse. By making the BOG and
WSBA less accountable to practicing lawyers, the changes will also undermine the independence
of the legal profession. Deleting the word “Association” from the Washington State Bar
Foundation does not solve any problem and will create more confusion, not clarity. Lastly, given
that the proposed changes are significant, the changes should be published and debated openly in
the NWLawyer magazine so that all attorneys licensed in Washington have an opportunity to
comment. Overall, the proposed changes will result in worse governance. So the changes should
be voted down.

A. The proposed changes will make the BOG and the WSBA less democratic, less
representative, and less diverse.

The proposed changes to the WBSA bylaws are the posterchild of bad governance for any
corporate entity or governmental organization. The proposed changes will make the BOG and
WSBA less democratic by increasing the number of BOG positions that are appointed. The
proposed changes will make the BOG and WSBA less representative of its members by adding
non-lawyer BOG positions that are not elected by the constituencies and WSBA members they
are to serve. The diversity on the BOG and at the WSBA will greatly decrease with more
appointed members.

1 Increasing the number of appointed BOG positions will make the BOG and
WSBA less democratic.
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