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On  Jan. 4th!  (2017)   At High Noon!   
At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham. 

 

Guest Speaker:      
 A mystery?!  Show up and find out! 

Rest in Peace, Mr. Craig Hayes (Sept. 14, 1946 to Dec. 16, 2016) - I learned about  
his passing too late to include the materials in this issue, but the February Issue will fea-
ture articles about his life from friends and colleagues. A memorial is scheduled in early 
2017 at the Bellingham Golf & Country Club, which is as much as I know. ~Rajeev 
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Let Me Introduce Myself 
  

 I am turning 40 years old in 2017.  I am married to the amazing Pippin 

Christiansen and we have two beautiful daughters.   

 

Here is another picture of me and my family, unfortunately I am in it.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Now, bragging about my wife and kids isn’t all I do.  As a way of introduction, I believe that learning 
what a person does is a good way to know who they are.  I try to support local groups like the 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA), Whatcom Mountain Bike Coalition WMBC, Pick-
ford Theater (here), Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center (here), and Brigid Collins.  I also serve on 
the board of Whatcom Land Trust and now LAWS.  I try and ride my mountain bike on Galbraith a 
couple times a week.  At lunch at least once a week I run the trails from Fairhaven to Chuckanut Bay.  
I love taking my boat out in the San Juan Islands with my family and friends.   

My other hobby is to tinker with automobiles.  I acquired a 30-year-old RV for land-based family ad-
ventures.  Not surprisingly,  there were several exciting breakdowns. Here is a picture of me repairing 
it on the side of I-90 in Cheney.    If you see us in the RV, I suggest 
you not come over to say ‘hi’ until you confirm that it is running.  
Otherwise we might bum a ride from you.  For further reading on 
RV adventures, click HERE   

I am the co-managing partner of Brett McCandlis & Brown, PLLC. 
Check out my firm’s website at www.washingtoninjury.com for 
more information about how I spend my time.  I work with great 
people and I have just as much fun at work as I do outside of 

The President’s Column 
  By David Brown, WCBA President 2017 

http://www.n-sea.org/
https://wmbcmtb.org/
http://www.pickfordfilmcenter.org/
http://whatcomdrc.org/
http://www.brigidcollins.org/
http://www.whatcomlandtrust.org/
http://www.lawadvocates.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10210212798184532&set=a.1051265730019.2009638.1477034273&type=3&theater
http://www.washingtoninjury.com
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work.   

Coming into this job as President, I believe that our Bar is strong and headed in the right direc-
tion.  As President, my goal is to continue this trend and bring new arrivals to our legal communi-
ty into the fold.  No matter how good an organization is, there is always room for improvement.  I 
am coming up on 10 years of practice in Whatcom County.   I encourage both newer and more 
seasoned members of our association to bring forward ideas to make things better here.  Reach 
out to me anytime;  I am happy to talk mountain biking, boating, RV repair, family life or improve-
ments to the bar.  Call my office, 360-714-0900 or email me  dbrown@brettlaw.com      

(Continued from page 2) 

Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:dbrown@brettlaw.com
mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
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BoG Corner, December 2016  
By Rajeev D. Majumdar!, WSBA BoG Governor, District #2 
Distributed to the Bar Associations of Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan, Island and Snohomish Counties 
 

In my first meeting as a voting member, the Board of Governors met in a one-day session at the 
WSBA offices in Seattle on November 18th  We spent the morning in sexual harassment and gov-
ernance training, prompted in part by a discussion of how Governors communicate to their dis-
tricts. 

 

We also had a very educational lunch with this year’s class of the Washington Leadership Insti-
tute (a program funded in part by the WSBA) and reviewed their final project which focused on 
educating the public about accessing the right and privilege of voting, which you can watch at 
www.diversevotes.org.  This is a dynamic group of young lawyers who are pursuing leadership 
roles in the legal community. 

 

In the afternoon, we had a relatively brief Executive Session, in which we heard both the latest 
litigation and discipline reports, and then we turned our attention to the public session.  The 
agenda included discussions on WSBA’s Legislative Committee 2017 recommendations and pri-
orities and the proposed Bylaw amendments to Article XI.  Below is a recap of the meeting, in-
cluding any actions taken. 

 

Resolved Matters  

Legislative Committee Recommendations  

The Board approved WSBA sponsorship of two bills. The first proposal was presented by Mike 
Carrico from the Real Property Probate and Trust Section. The proposal is intended to provide a 
relatively simple and low-cost procedure for modernizing trust documents, at the same time pro-
tecting the interests of beneficiaries. The statute would allow complete replacement of the origi-
nal trust document with a new, updated trust document. The proposed statute is based on the Uni-
form Trust Decanting Act which was enacted in 2015. There is no anticipated fiscal impact. The 
second bill proposal was presented by Eric DeJong, from the Business Law Section. It is intend-
ed to modernize the Washington Business Corporation Act, RCW 23B, to better reflect current 
corporate business practices, create process efficiencies, and potentially attract corporations to 
conduct business in Washington state. It too has no anticipated fiscal impact. Information on 
these proposals can be found beginning on page 16 of the public materials. 

 

2017 Legislative Priorities & Civil Justice Reinvestment Plan Resolution – The Board ap-
proved the 2017 WSBA legislative priorities that seek to make improvements to the practice of 
law and administration of justice that benefit both members of the public as well as legal profes-
sionals across the state. The new addition for 2017 was to include a statement that said the 
WSBA, consistent with its Guiding Principle on access to justice, would seek to provide funding 
for civil legal aid services through general fund state dollars.  Information on the Legislative Pri-
orities begins on page 71 of the public materials.    Along the same subject matter, the Board also 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.diversevotes.org
ftp://publicftp.wsba.org/BOGBookPublic/Nov2016PublicSession.pdf
ftp://publicftp.wsba.org/BOGBookPublic/Nov2016PublicSession.pdf
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approved a resolution drafted by the Board of Governors Legislative Committee regarding civil 
legal aid funding in Washington State.  It affirms WSBA’s strong support for civil legal aid fund-
ing, through state general fund dollars and not through a tax or fee increase on legal services.  
The resolution highlights that funding of civil legal aid is a core function of state government.   
Further information and a copy of the resolution can be found beginning on page 73 of the public 
materials. 

 

Matters in Process 

Suggested Amendments to Article XI of the Bylaws Regarding Sections – You may recall that 
the Board of Governors convened the workgroup in 2015 but it had no Section representation. 
When their preliminary report was released on New Year’s Eve, the outcry from Section leader-
ship caused the Board of Governors to convene a reconstituted workgroup with representatives 
of large, medium and small Sections.  The suggested amendments to Bylaws Article XI from that 
workgroup were presented to the Board.   

The new recommendations were proposed with the rationale to standardize Section policies re-
garding elections of officers, the fiscal year budget, expenses and reimbursements, etc.  We re-
ceived substantial input from the Sections themselves regarding these new policies.  Over the 
course of almost 2 hours, the Board repeatedly heard oral feedback from section members that 
WSBA membership is compulsory but section membership is voluntary, so sections should be 
able to individually decide their rules, including who can be included as members or officers.  
Section members also noted that the Board had recently voted to include LLLTs and LPOs as 
members of the WSBA and had given them a seat on the Board, but limited the Board’s officers 
to attorney members only.  In contrast, the suggested Bylaws amendments would allow LLLTs 
and LPOs as both section members and section executive committee members.    

 
Amendments were offered to clarify some contradictions, and further discussion and a vote were 
tabled to the Board’s January meeting in Spokane.  It was noted by the WSBA’s legal counsel 
that under the Bylaws amendments that were already passed just before I took office, LLLTs and 
LPOs are members of the WSBA as of Jan. 1, 2017, thus LLLTs and LPOs will be able to be-
come members and officers of all sections under the wording of the current Article XI.  All stake-
holders and any interested WSBA sections should be provided with an opportunity to provide 
any input they may have, and one way do that is to send me your comments. 
 
Spiritual Policy Practices Update – An update was provided on the Religious and Spiritual 
Practices Policy that no additional feedback had been received.  I read into the record the sepa-
rate statements of District #2 members, Betsy Brinson and Pat Paul, both making powerful state-
ments in opposition to a prohibition on spiritual practices.  All stakeholders and any interested 
WSBA sections should be provided with an opportunity to provide any input they may have, and 
one way do that is to send me your comments.  The Board will hear an update on the policy at its 
January meeting in Spokane.  

 

License Fee Petition – The BoG Executive Committee became aware that a petition is circulat-

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

ftp://publicftp.wsba.org/BOGBookPublic/Nov2016PublicSession.pdf
ftp://publicftp.wsba.org/BOGBookPublic/Nov2016PublicSession.pdf
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ing that seeks to reduce the recently approved WSBA license fees for 2018-2020.  Consequently, they 
scheduled a number of conference calls the week of Dec. 12 and invited you to join on any of the 
calls to share your input, get your questions answered and discuss license fees and the petition.  
I hope you joined at least one of the calls as your contributions to these conversations may be 
the best way to let a wider range of governors know your input  (as always, I will also happily 
take your input).   

 

UPCOMING DATES 
Board of Governors meeting at Gonzaga University, Spokane – Jan. 26-27, 2017 

 

Until next time, may your practice be rewarding and fruitful. 
 
Warmly, 
 

Rajeev D. Majumdar, Governor, Dist. 2 
Washington State Bar Association 
(360) 332-7000 
FAX: (360) 332-6677 

(Continued from page 5) 
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PRO BONO CONNECTION 

By Nikki D’Onofrio 

 After spending nearly 5 years away from Bellingham, I am happy to be back in this great community as 

the new Programs Manager at LAW Advocates, an organization whose mission aligns with my own social jus-

tice values. I originally moved to Bellingham from Seattle in 2003 to attend Western Washington University, 

where I earned my degree from Fairhaven College, focusing my self-designed major on responses to violence 

against women. Post-graduation I worked as the Volunteer Coordinator at Domestic Violence and Sexual As-

sault services until 2012, when my husband and I left for two years of Peace Corps service in Uganda—a life-

changing adventure that I highly recommend. Upon returning to the U.S. in 2014, I found it was a good oppor-

tunity to continue my disrupted life and go to grad school. I earned my Master of Social Work degree from the 

University of Washington in June 2016, with a focus on both non-profit leadership and direct-service with old-

er adults and their families. After an adventurous summer hiking 900 miles from southern Oregon to Whatcom 

County on the Pacific Crest Trail and Pacific Northwest Trail, I am excited to settle down in this lovely corner of 

the world and be part of LAW Advocates’ important work. 

 As you know, LAW Advocates has a very small staff and is very much a volunteer-based organization. 

From Street Law to the Debtor Clinic to the Senior Wills Program to pro bono consultations and representation 

of clients, volunteer attorneys drive this work. Though I cannot say I’m surprised by both the variety and ex-

tent of the need I’ve seen in the past month or so, the daily experience of taking phone calls, talking to folks 

who walk into our office on Commercial Street, and processing referrals from CLEAR has really confirmed for 

me that low-income people in our community are vulnerable and face a range of legal problems, often more 

than one problem at a time. 

 Thankfully, I’ve also been lucky enough to see the response from attorneys in our community—

supporting our work with donations (I was hired just in time to attend my first LTO), volunteering at our clinics, 

and taking on pro bono cases when I’ve sent out emails asking for help. Please know how thankful I am (and 

how thankful our clients are!) to each of our volunteer attorneys. Remember, no one else is filling these exact 

needs. If LAW Advocates wasn’t here, if you weren’t volunteering your time, those clients would be left with-

out the support they need, navigating complex legal situations without the legal advice and assistance you can 

provide. 

Thank you to the following November 2016 volunteers: 

Street Law at the Library:  Lisa Keeler and Kendra Kelly 
WCC Street Law:    Nancy Ivarinen and Annalise Scobey 
Tenant Clinic:    Lisa Saar and Karen Phillips 
Debtor Clinic:    Raj Patrao 
 

A special thanks to Phil George, Nick Fay, Tiffany Bailey, Scott Railton, and the Coppinger Carter office 

for recently taking pro bono cases.  If you’d like to connect with me about pro bono opportunities, feel 

free to call me at 360-671-6079 extension 10, send me an email: nikki@lawadvocates.org, or stop by 

the LAW Advocates office Monday-Thursday. 

mailto:nikki@lawadvocates.org
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SHOPPING LOCAL 
 
By Peter H. Arkison 
 

 This holiday season, I heard and saw a number of ads requesting that I shop locally.  It was 
on the radio, the television, signs in windows, and in publications.   
 
 I have thought about the “Shop Local” ads on numerous occasions.  Then I thought about it 
in terms of lawyers.  For years and years I have seen legal business referred to Seattle lawyers, Se-
attle investigators, Seattle mediators, Seattle doctors, Seattle expert witnesses.  The list goes on and 
on.   
 
 In the more than 40 years that I have spent practicing law in Bellingham, I have noted a lot 
of changes, besides the color of my hair.  There are a lot more people; there are a lot more lawyers.  
Georgia Pacific is gone.  The log trucks which were everywhere have virtually disappeared.  There 
is a lot less commercial fishing. 
 
 When I first arrived, it was often necessary to refer legal work to out of town experts; most 
of the attorneys had general practices with very few being specialists.  Bellingham attorneys could 
beat Seattle attorneys on a very regular basis.  Whether it was because Bellingham attorneys were 
better than Seattle attorneys thought, or because the quality of attorney that the Seattle firms sent 
up was very poor, or because of a “home town advantage,” I will leave it for someone else to de-
cide. 
 
 Well the times have changed.  There are numerous attorneys and providers of services to 
lawyers that are here because they want to be; yes, there are several here who have to be because 
they are not good enough to compete in Seattle.   
 
 Every member of the bar wants all of the other attorneys to “Shop Local” and refer the busi-
ness to him/her rather than to some firm out of town.   
 

Almost every store has items which it is trying to sell that the customer may not have 
thought to look there for that item, e.g. hardware items or motor oil in a grocery store.  Family law 
lawyers often have to have extensive knowledge of real property law.  Bankruptcy lawyers need to 
know how to negotiate business transfers.  Bank lawyers often need to know probate law.  Immi-
gration lawyers often need to know community property law.  Personal injury need to know how to 
mediate a case.  I know at least one private investigator who is better than the speaker at the recent 
Law Advocates seminar. 

 
 I would submit that 2017 should be the year for lawyers to “Shop Local.” 
 

Peter H. Arkison 
360-671-0300 
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LAW OFFICE FIXER UPPER 
(The Tale of the Christmas Day Countertop) 

(Or, Where is My October?) 
 

By Sharon Westergreen 
 

 Let me begin by saying that I am not now, nor have I ever been, an HGTV addict.  No matter 
what my husband says.  I can change the channel any time I want to.  But surely there’s no harm in 
watching a few episodes of Good Bones, starring the charming and creative mother/daughter team 
of Karen and Mina.  And so what if I watch Fixer Upper marathons all day Saturday after Saturday 
(when Bama isn’t playing); is it my fault that HGTV loves Chip and Joanna Gaines so much that it 
airs them all the time?  And isn’t this educational television, after all?  I really don’t see the harm, 
so sure, ok, I watch some HGTV.  But I can probably quit any time I want. 
 

 Like many habits or vices, my passion for those two shows bit me in the rear this fall. 
  
 Late last summer, I decided I needed to tweak my criminal defense practice.  I wanted to do a 
better job of getting to know other attorneys, especially those in civil practice, whom I rarely see.  I 
wanted to be better known in the community and more obvious as a resource for other attorneys, 
community services, and prospective clients.  In short, it was time for me to bite the bullet and be-
come a commuter again – Jill Bernstein was right:  I needed an office in downtown B’ham. 
 

 Because I deemed myself too much of an unknown, I decided to focus on a location near the 
courthouse that provided me with the opportunity for good visibility (and signage).  Ideally, I want-
ed a space where my dogs could join me, just in case I never got any clients to talk to.  After the 
usual searching and discussing and offering and re-offering (a process with which the reader is like-
ly all too familiar!), I signed a lease for the space at 110 Central – the daylight basement space of 
Barron Smith Daugert, empty since Whatcom Land Trust had moved out some 18 months ago.  Part 
of my requirement of my lease is to update the space – a problem I brought on myself, and the rea-
son why my psyche is still waiting for October (ah, fall, my favorite time of year.   Where are you, 
fall?) 
 

 At first glance, the basement space was nice.  And kind of fun, with stairways to nowhere, and 
stairways to places that appeared to be common hallways but turned out not to be, and a huge hulk-
ing rock guarding the HVAC system.  It certainly had plenty of room – more than I wanted, even - 
and the paint wasn’t hideous.  At first glance.  However, the second time the realtor and I went in, I 
began to see the issues:  10 – 20 year old vinyl flooring.  Rust stains down the bathroom wall where 
the small hot water heater had leaked.  Mold growing happily under the shelf on which the leaking 
hot water heater sat.  Grungy old bronze-ish hinges on the kitchen cabinetry.  And beige paint.  
EVERYWHERE except for the walls of the central desk area.  And I mean everywhere – ceiling, 
trim, and walls.  Beige.  I happened to be in Judge Grant’s courtroom shortly after seeing the prop-
erty, and he has the same color walls.  That did it – the paint job was ON. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 I started to channel my inner Joanna Gaines and I crafted the most foolish offer I’ve ever writ-
ten.  Because, Hey! I’m good at painting and projects and flooring and all that.  I even enjoy it.  I 
can do it myself, and be hosting lavish office parties and wealthy clients in two weeks!  Oops.  
There went October.  And November.  And December, too. 
 

 Ultimately, my offer on the space was accepted, under the condition that I would update the pri-
mary space, to include carpet cleaning, painting, vinyl flooring, kitchen countertop, etc.  I got in 
with my paid cleaning help on September 29.  The walls, ceiling, and trim were even more beige 
and yucky after we spent over 2 days sucking the spider webs off of the walls, ceilings, and so on.  
Forget being able to clean that old vinyl. 
 

 I worked in that office for 10 – 12 hours per day for 32 straight days before taking a half day off 
at home.  Trying to be a good neighbor, I tried to reserve my noisy activities for weekends.  My first 
Sunday, I arrived about 4:45 am and really annoyed the homeless guy who was sleeping on my 
stoop.  “I thought this was empty,” he grumbled.  “Sorry, dude, but I have to do my noisy work on 
weekends.”  I put a sign on my window warning folks that I was in by 5 am every day, and never 
had to wake up another sleeper. 
 

 I love projects, but do them infrequently enough that I sometimes forget what I have learned.  I 
guess I’m like a ball player that way:  you can’t think about the last game, good or bad.  A good 
trait in sports, but in mid-October I was wishing it were not a trait of mine.  Even though I had 
helped my sister paint her new house in Texas as recently as April, I had forgotten how incredibly 
SLOW I seem to be at painting.  Not that I feel slow when I’m actually in the act – I’m zipping 
along at top speed, the picture of painting efficiency.  Then I look at a clock and realize that I will 
NEVER finish this job!  And it’s not just the speed thing, but also the joy of putting on the color, 
looking around gleefully, then realizing that it’s going to require another coat.  Holy are-you-
kidding-me, Batman???  Oh, um, did I mention that in my offer on the space, I attempted to take 
into account the expenses of the updating?  Turns out that I completely failed to consider multiple 
coats of paint, Kilz coats, and burning 
through rollers like a Derby Queen. 
 

 The day I finished my ceilings and 
color was a great day, indeed. Things 
are a blur, but it was probably some-
time around October 19 that I finished 
that part. Then of course I realized that 
the beige trim was extra-yucky with 
my new HGTV-inspired colors, so the 
trim had to be glossy white. Boom.  
So, know how quickly an attorney can 
paint trim?  Sigh.  Time to call in some 
help.  So I have had three different 
persons or companies assist me with 
trim painting (if you need a referral, I 
seriously should be your first call).  I 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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am writing this on Christmas Day, and I can tell you 
that when you read it, all of the painting – trim and 
everything – will be complete, as I will spend Boxing 
Day making that happen! 
 

 Between paint coats, I had to do something about 
the hideous vinyl.  The choices for replacement were 
easy, and my contractor cousin (sadly too busy to help 
me except for advice) assured me that I could lay my 
new stuff over the old, which appeared to be glued to 
the concrete basement floor.  After I prepped it, he 
said.  “Prep?” I asked innocently.  He ran the list:  buff 
the gloss off the old.  Clean the floor completely. Level 
the floor with self-leveling compound.  Feather out the 
floor further with feathering compound. Sand these 
products down so the floor is smooth.  Oh yeah, clean 
the floor again.  Consider floor primer.  Find your start 
spot on the floor and mark it.  Lay a dry test run of the 
new floor.  Measure to the edges of the area to test for 
square room.  If not square, begin adjusting.  To adjust, 
…………….. ok, at this point, I’m hearing Charlie 
Brown’s teacher.   Nothing is registering except “I will 
NEVER finish this project.” 
 

 Some may say that I made several poor, work-inducing choices in this project.  One of them had 
to be the decision to undercut the baseboards in a back hallway rather than pull the baseboards, lay 
the new floor, trim the baseboards, repaint, and then replace them.  However, I lacked the confi-
dence to pry off the old baseboards, rip them, and replace them without muffing up the line on the 
wall (I do not caulk well).  But the 20-plus hours that I kneeled in front of baseboards and used the 
2–inch wide plunge blade of a multi-tool to cut off the bottom 1/8th of the baseboards to make room 
for the new flooring to slip underneath were loud, dusty, and painful hours.  And at the end, did the 
strips of wood just nudge right out, like on TV?  Oh, heck no.  The bottoms of the baseboards were 
stuck to the edges of the old vinyl.  Solution:  go around again with the multi-tool, this time plung-
ing the blade between the baseboard and the floor.  This was simply glorious.  It took about 6 layers 
of skin off my knees, even with my kneepads.   
 

 I took the self-leveling flooring product at its word, and went around pouring puddles of it in the 
low spots of my floor.  After it dried, I put on the feathering compound, thinking merrily, “It will 
sand smooth.”  And it did, but only because my husband spent an entire Saturday and Sunday on 
his hands and knees in the kitchen, bathroom, and back hallway trying to sand the floor level.  If I 
had this to do again, I would have absolutely rented a floor buffer and put a sanding disc on this 
stuff instead of his hand-held belt sander – just a word to the wise. 
 

 As I recall, by about Halloween I had my flooring down.  I still needed baseboards in the bath-
room, tons of trim painted (including kitchen cabinets and doors), backsplashes installed, new 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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countertop, and more.  Plus I was getting more and more frantic about my caseload – I did also 
“lawyer” while being Helen Handyperson.  I was not sleeping much, often rising around 3:30 am 
and coming in to the office, trying to nail baseboards and hang pictures prior to 8 am.  I needed 
furniture, too.  I was running myself ragged, and I knew it.  Time ran out the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, when I abruptly caught a bug.  I couldn’t complain much, as I knew I had not been 
taking care of myself.  It took antibiotics to kick it, but I’m ok now.  And after a vacation the first 
week of December, I returned with a renewed determination to finish this thing and be ONLY a 
lawyer. 
 

 December has been a focus on trim – painting it, placing it, and putting doors on it (kitchen 
cabinets).  We are sooooo close!  Just a second coat on a couple of spots and I’ve got it!  But I still 
needed to replace that kitchen countertop as the next “big” task.  Since I never experienced fall, I 
had never gotten into the Christmas spirit this year – my brain refuses to adjust to the missing fall.  
Therefore, we had decided not to decorate or do much of anything.  On Christmas Eve, my hus-
band pointed out that it was going to be noisy to remove the old countertop and cut the new coun-
tertop to fit and cut the sink hole in it.  I couldn’t argue with that. 
 

 He and I arrived at the office before 9 am on Christmas Day.  By 1 pm, the new countertop was 
in place!! It looks great, and I can’t wait to see what the backsplash looks like when it’s done.   
 

 It’s possible that I will ring in the new year with a completed office renovation.  If I do, it will 
have taken me over 90 days, or over one quarter of my one year lease.  But it’s ready for visitors 
and ready for celebrations, and I stand ready to make new friends and be a good resource in the 
community.  Right now, I’m an especially good resource for anyone who is thinking about a home 
or office renovation, as I am about $1000 over budget and about 9 weeks over my estimated time.  
I blame the timing mistakes on HGTV; I thought this stuff only took about an hour? 
 

 I invite everyone reading this to stop by and say hi anytime you are in my neck of the 
woods – after all, that’s why I’m here.  And mark your calendars for Wednesday, February 1, to 
please come to the open house celebration of my completed office (4 – 7 pm).  Food and drink 
will of course be provided, and by that point in the new year, we’ll all be ready for a little festivi-
ty.  

 

Westergreen Law Office’s 
“Office Warming" and "Celebration" and stuff like that!   

 
Feb 1st, 2017  

 4 - 7 pm.  
 

110 Central, Bellingham 
 

All are welcome! 

(Continued from page 11) 
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A Taxing Encounter 
 
By Michael Heatherly 
 
What would we do without the Internal Revenue Service, right? The good people there are busy 
day in and day out collecting the money needed to run the greatest democracy on earth. And 
that’s about the only good thing anyone will ever say about them. Otherwise, the IRS must be 
one of the most hated entities in the U.S.A. I’m going to give you a real-life example of why, 
and it doesn’t even have to do with paying taxes. In fact, in fairness to the IRS, this story really 
illustrates why so many people hate government in general. This kind of thing gives you an idea 
of why Donald Trump was elected as our next president even though exit polling revealed that 
62 percent of voters said he was unqualified to be president. 
 
When I was in private practice, I had to file a few IRS Form 1099s each year to document pay-
ments I made to a handful of independent contractors who did various work for me. At the end 
of the year I would stroll to the local IRS outpost, a short walk from my office, and pick up the 
1099s. It was the most convenient government interaction I ever had. The IRS office had all the 
forms on display in numbered racks right there in the lobby. All I had to do was walk in and grab 
what I needed, at no charge. 
 
A couple of years ago I attempted to follow that painless routine once again to obtain the lone 
Form 1099 for which I was responsible that year. I walked into the IRS lobby and was taken 
aback. For one thing, there was literally nobody in the lobby, which usually was teeming with a 
colorful cohort of disgruntled taxpayers. Meanwhile, although the document racks were in their 
usual places they were as empty as Old Mother Hubbard’s cupboard. Puzzled, I looked around 
for someone to consult. I noticed an open office doorway just beyond the lobby and approached. 
As I reached the threshold I saw a young gentleman sitting behind a desk. “Excuse me,” I said. 
“I just need to pick up a 1099.” 
 
This federal employee looked at me as if I, accompanied by a seven-member Mariachi band, had 
barged into his hotel room on his wedding night. “You have to take a number,” he said tersely, 
pointing back toward the main entrance. 
 
A number? There was literally nobody else in sight. I turned back toward the lobby and saw one 
of those automated number dispensers that was probably state of the art in 1963 and is now 
found only at the Department of Motor Vehicles, or so I thought. Obediently, I went to the ma-
chine and extracted the next thumb-sized paper tab, which bore number 47 or whatever. 
 
“Number 47,” a disembodied voice instantly called out. Oddly, the voice hadn’t come from the 
man who had told me to take a number. It seemed to have emanated from another office around 
the corner. I walked in that direction to another open doorway and peered in. Immediately inside 
was a security guard seated in a haphazardly placed government-issue metal chair. He was tap-
ping away on a smartphone while chatting with another young gentleman, who was seated at a 
desk behind a counter. The security guy looked up with a startled expression as I appeared. “Oh, 

(Continued on page 15) 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  PAGE 15 JAN. 2017  

sorry,” he said, standing and shuffling by me to exit the office. 
 
I looked to the guy behind the counter and said, “Hi. I’m just looking for a 1099.” While pon-
dering this statement he reached toward a stack of documents behind the counter, selected a 
bookmark-sized flyer and rather dramatically slid it across the counter at me. The flyer bore the 
URL for the IRS website. 
 
“You have a couple of options,” he said in an earnest tone that would have seemed more appro-
priate if we were discussing where to get the best heart transplant rather than how to obtain a 
routine government form. “We no longer carry these forms in inventory. But you could consider 
ordering one from our website. They’ll send however many you want and there’s no charge.” 
 
“Okay,” I said. “How long does it take to get the form?” This was important, as the deadline for 
mailing the form was coming up in a few days. 
 
“Usually about two weeks,” he said. 
 
Two weeks? I thought. These days I could probably order a full-sized replica of the Eiffel Tower 
from Amazon and it would be delivered to my front yard the next day. 
 
“You mentioned another option,” I said. “What would that be?” 
 
“You can buy 1099s from an office supply store,” he said. “But you’ll probably have to get a 
package of 25 or 50 of them for $20 or $30. And they’re only good for this tax year.” 
 
That was 24 or 49 more forms than I needed, and $20 or $30 more than I was willing to spend 
for what should have been provided for free by the IRS, which presumably wants to encourage 
people to use such forms so their tax records are accurate. 
 
“Well thanks anyway (for nothing—although I didn’t say that),” I said. I left Number 47 on the 
counter and departed. In a fit of admittedly tame thinking-outside-the-box I called my tax ac-
countant’s office and asked whether they would be so kind as to give a longtime client a free 
1099. No problem, they said, inviting me to stop by any time during business hours. 
 
The next morning I got my free 1099 from my accountant, filled it out and sent it off. I’ve con-
tinued getting any needed forms from my accountant and haven’t had occasion to return to the 
IRS office. With any luck, I’ll never have to go there again. Right now I’m taking Donald 
Trump’s lead and working on a plan to lose a billion dollars by the end of the year. That way I 
won’t have to worry about federal income taxes at all for the next 20 years or so. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

   

Introverted Lawyers. 
 

Subtitle #1: Another New Year’s Resolution to be broken. 

 
 My New Year’s Resolution is to see less of you.   
 
 That’s not saying I don’t want to see more of you, I really do.  But 
I really can’t.  Well I could, but I am trying something.  I do hope to see 
you soon though. 
 
 I am an introvert.  This is a huge disadvantage in being a small 
town attorney, because talking to other human beings is a required surviv-
al skill if you don’t want to starve to death.  It helps that I generally like 
the concept of human beings, but dealing with them in actuality just drains my energy away and is 
only remedied by solitude.  Some of you might note that I am particularly involved in human socie-
ty for someone who is an introvert, but what you don’t see is long days just taken to myself to re-
cover my center of being.   
 
 Fortunately, in the U.S.A., this is possible.  Introversion, along with being a curmudgeon 
(which I don’t claim title to), is generally seen as allowable if not an approved lifestyle choice in 
the U.S.A.  You can’t necessarily say that for the rest of the world, where introversion is often con-
fused with hostility and rudeness.  Take for example, México.  
 
 México is an introvert’s worst nightmare.  Not only is solitude and lack of over expressed af-
fability seen as rude, but a lot of time is actually devoted to human interaction- I don’t mean that in 
a general sense, but in a very specific sense.  I relate a recent example I experienced.  I had an op-
portunity in December to run down to Morelia at the last minute to meet one of my wife’s uncles 
who now resides in Brazil and happened to be there, and to introduce my daughter to her great-
grandmother.  Unlike my last two trips to México, I missed any law related adventures and failed to 
either get impounded by the police or get to visit jail to spring any one out.  Actually, Morelia had 
never been so demilitarized as on this trip, and 
I’ve never been so law abiding.  So, I focused just 
on relaxing on the town square and visiting family.   
 
 In México, whenever you meet someone 
there is a physical/social ritual you have to go 
through.  As a man, when I meet another man, I 
must shake his hand firmly, release, then hug, slap 
him on his back very soundly (to do so otherwise 
is like a limp handshake), release, and then shake 
hands again, all while simultaneously uttering 
something from my mind’s random Spanish pleas-
antry generator (Que tal?  Como estas?, Mucho 

(Continued on page 17) 
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gusto!, etc.).  It’s a bit simpler when I meet a woman, but still involves me kissing her on each 
cheek in an amount of 
times proportional to 
the affection and the 
time elapsed since the 
last time we did this.  
The problem is that re-
gardless of the size of 
the group, this must be 
done for each person 
individually and with 
attention and gusto.  
Literally.  And as our 
trip spurred an im-
promptu family reun-
ion, I was forced into 
an introvert’s torture 
chamber.     Savitri eyes the ingredients of the fiesta! 
 
 The reunion was a fun concept.  We go outside of the city to the hinterland, bring some bot-
tles of Mezcal, and pay some people to roast carne asada and chorizo for us on a bed of mesquite 
wood…  I didn’t realize it would be a 16 hour event, nor that there would be almost 60 people… 
each of whom, I had to engage in an elaborate dance of back slapping and kissing and making 
pleasantry with.  I can estimate that of that 16 hours, I spent 15 hours of it slapping and kissing.  To 
tell the truth, I gave up at 12 hours and fled back to the city in the care of a drunken driver rather 
than risk any more back slapping… but of that 12 hours, they did somehow cram in 15 hours of 
greetings.  At least the fermented agave never ran out and the BBQing never stopped. Fortunately, 
having a baby is a great defense- as people tend to focus on the baby. 
 
 This works at the WSBA also.  If I bring Savitri with me, scheming politicos, judicial offi-
cials and mandarins all focus their attentions on her, rather than trying to wheedle something out of 
me or set me up for some bizarre meaningless political machinations.  She is a great blessing and 
seems to be skilled at this at 7 months of age.  It is nice to have a little law partner who is so amica-
ble.  Unfortunately, until I teach her to clean herself, feed herself and to keep her hands off the key-
board, taking her to work with me is a net operating loss in pure fiscal terms.  So, I still have to deal 
with other human beings myself. 
 
 A lot of other lawyers are in the same boat, and they all find ways to cope, adapt and either 
thrive or suffer.  I aim to thrive, so I have very conscience thoughts about working to make myself 
aware of my anxiety around people– knowing about an issue is the first step to mitigating its nega-
tive effects.  I know that in particular I really detest encountering strangers in a social setting, so I 
do my best to fortify myself in advance when I know I will have to.  I also work really hard at carv-
ing time for intellectual solitude.  I work really hard at it, but I am not very successful at achieving 
this outside of weekends where I can just zone out without the phone ringing or being pestered with 
questions.  I am a classically overcommitted person.  So my New Year’s Resolution is to carve 
more time for myself on the weekdays… this means working less, fewer after work meetings and 
reserving more time with my friends as opposed to going out to big events.  So if I invite you to 
something you must know I really like you!   I really look forward to the year, and I really look for-
ward to seeing you (as long as there are no shifty strangers about!).  Happy New Year! 
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Whatcom County Bar Association  
December 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

 

12:15 pm  
1. Meeting called to Order by President Tom Lyden.   
2. Introductions of Guests and New Members / Announcements 
 *Emily Yeo (introduced by Andy Heinz) 
 *Coordinator of Tenant Clinic (name?) 
 *Tom Stuen – newly retired 
 *Emily Gail (visiting from Wenatchee observing various lawyer 
volunteer programs) 
3. Honoring of Judicial Officers present – Judge Snyder and Judge 
Uhrig 
4. Thank You to Suzy (server) and Eric (cook) for the help 
5. Motion to Approve November 2016 meeting minutes – approved 
by unanimous vote 
6. Treasurer’s Report (Burton Eggleston) 
 *November 2016 Statement approved unanimously 
7. Events / Announcements 
 *Carrie Coppinger-Carter / Karen Phillips running Toy Drive 
8. Committee Reports 
 *LAW Advocates 
 *CLE Announcements  
 *Whatcom Women Lawyers 
9. Old Business 
10. New Business 
 * Slate of 2017 Officers – approved 
  *David Brown – President 
  *Lisa Saar – Vice President 
  *Matt Connor – Treasurer 
  *Nick Fay – Secretary 
*Meeting Adjourned 
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You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


